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WHEN the Arabs firft iffued from the de- The limits 
fert, they muft have been furprifed attL'A'of '*' 
the eafe and rapidity of their own fuccefs. But ^^^^ 
when they advanced in the career of vidory to 
the banks of the Indus and the fummit of the 
Pyrenees ; when they had repeatedly tried the 
Vol. X. B edge 
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edge of their fcymetars and the energy of their 
faith, they might be equally ailonifhed that any 
nation could refift their invincible arms, that 
any boundary fhould confine the dominion of 
the fucceffor of the prophet. The confidence 
of foldiers and fanatics may indeed be excufed, 
fince the calm hiftorian of the prefent hour, 
who ftrives to follow the rapid courfe of the 
Saracens, muil ftudy to explain by what means 
the church and ilate were faved from this im- 
pending, and, as it fhould feem, from this in- 
evitable danger. The deferts of Scythia and 
SarQiatia might be guarded by their extent^ 
their climate, their poverty, and the courage of 
the northern fhepherds ; China was remote and 
inacceffible ; but the greateft part pf the tem- 
perate zone was fubjeft to the Mahometan con- 
querors, the Greeks were exhaufted by the 
calamities of war and the lofs of their faireH: 
provinces, and the Barbarians of Europe might 
juftly tremble at the precipitate fell of the Go- 
thic monarchy* In this enquiry I fhall unfold 
the events that refcued our anceftors of Britain, 
and our neighbours of Gaul, from the civil and 
religious yoke of the Koran ; that protected 
the majefty of Rome, and delayed the fervitudc 
^ of Conftantinople; that invigorated the defence 
of the Chriftians, and fcattered among their 
enemies the feeds of divifion and decay. 
Fiift fiegt Forty-fix years after the flight of Mahomet 

of Conftan- r mx i_- jt • l j • 

tinoiiie by from Mccca^ bis dilciples appeared m arms un- 
*^ A^D*"' ^^^ ^^® ^^^ ^ Conftantinople (i^ They were 
6631.675. animated 

(t) Theophtnes phces they#vrR yeart of the liege of Conftantino- 
ple in tbe year of omr Chriftian sera 673 (of the Alexandrian 665, Sept. 
i,)t and the peace of the Saracens, ^trr years afterwards; a glaring 
inconfifteacyt which Peuvins, Goar, and Pagt (Crttica^ tom. iv. 
P> 63, 64.), have ftruggled to remove. Of the Arabians, the Hegira 
5% (A. D. 672, Jannary t.) is affigned by Elmacin, the year 48 f A. 0« 
66S, Feb. 20.) by Abulfeda, whofc tefiimooy I efteem the flM& co»> 
vcAieat and crediubk. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 

animated by a genuine or fiftitious faying of the 
prophet, that, to the firft army which befieged 
the city of the Caefars, their fins were for- 
given: the long feries of Roman triumphs 
would be meritorioufly transferred to the con- 
querors of New Rome ; and the wealth of na- 
tions was depofited in this well-chofen feat of 
royalty and commerce. No fooner had the ca« 
liph Moawiyah fupprefled his rivals and efta« 
blifhed his throne, than he afpired to expiate 
the guilt of civil blood, by the fuccefs and glory 
of this holy expedition (2) ; his preparations 
by fea and land were adequate to the import- 
ance of the objeft ; his ftandard was entrufted 
to Sophian, a veteran warrior, but the troops 
were encouraged by the example and prefence 
of Yezid the fon and prefumptive heir of the 
commander of the faithful. The Greeks had 
littje to hope, nor had their enemies any reafons 
of fear, from the courage and vigilance of the 
reigning emperor, who difgraced the name of 
Conftantine, and imitated only the inglorious 
years of his grandfather Heraclius. Without 
delay or oppofition, the naval forces of the 
Saracens palled through the unguarded channel 
of the Hellefpont, which even now, under the 
feeble and diforderly government of the Turks, 
is maintained as the natural bulwark of the ca- 
pital (3). The Arabian fleet call anchor, and 
B 2 the 

(2) For this 61ft fiege of Conftantinople, fee Nicephorat (Brevi«r« 
p. 21, 42. )> Thcophanes (Chronograph, p. 294..); Cedrenus (Com- 
pend. p. 437.) Zonaras (Hi(^. torn. ii. 1. xiv. p. 89); Elmacin (Hift. 
Saracen, p. ^6, 57.)} Abulfeda (Annal. Moflem. p. 107, 108. verf. 
Reiike) ; d'Htrbelot (Bibliot. Orient. Conftantinah) ; Ockley*t Hift. 
of the Saraeens, vol. u. p. 127, 128. 

(3) The ftace and defenice of the Dardanelles is expofed in the memoifl 
of the Baron de Tott (torn. iii. p. 39— 97- ) who was fent to fortify them 
•gainfl the RuAi»a». From a principal a£kor, I (hould have expe^ked 
more accurate details ; but he feems to write for the amufement, rather 
than the inftru^ion, qf his reader. Perhaps, on the approach of the 
.enemy, the minifter of Conftantine was occupied, like that of Muft^- 
pha, in finding two Canary birds, who Ihould fing precifdy the fame 
note. 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL 

the troops were difembarked near the palace of 
Hebdomon, feven miles from the city. During 
many days, from the dawn of light to the even- 
ing, the line of affauk was extended from the 
golden gate to the eaftern promontory, and 
the foremoft warriors were impelled by the 
weight and effort of the fucceeding columns. 
But the befiegers had formed an infufBcient 
cftimate of the ftrength and refources of Con- 
ftantinoplc. The folid and lofty walls were 
guarded by numbers and difcipline : the fpirit 
of the Romans was rekindled by the laft dan- 
ger of their religion and empire : the fugitives 
from the conquered provinces more fuccefsfuUy 
renewed the defence of Damafcus and Alexan- 
dria ; and the Saracens were difmayed by the 
ftrange and prodigious effefts of artificial fire* 
This firm and effedual refiftance diverted their 
arms to the more eafy attempts of plundering 
the European and Afiatic coafts of the Propon* 
tis ; and, after keeping the fea from the month 
of April to that of September, on the approach 
of winter they retreated fourfcore miles from 
the capital, to the ifle of Cyzicus, in which they 
had eftablifhed their magazine of fpoil and 
provifions. So patient was their pcrfevcrance, 
or fo languid were their operations, that they 
repeated in the fix following fummers the fame 
attack and retreat, with a gradual abatement of 
hope and vigour, till the mifchances of fhipwreck 
and difeafe, of the fword and of fire compelled 
them to relinquifli the fruitlefs enterprife. They 
might bewail the lofs or commemorate the mar- 
tyrdom of thirty thoufajid Moflems, who fell 
in the fiege of Conftantinople ; and the folemn 
funeral of Abu Ayub, or Job, excited the cu- 
riofity of the Chriftians themfelves. That vene- 
rable Arab, one of the laft of the companions 
,of Mahomet was numbered among the anfarsj 

. or 
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OF TH5; ROMAN EMPIRE. j 

or auxiliaries, of Medina, Who fheltered the 
head of the flying prophet. In his youth he 
fought, at Beder and Ohud, under the holy 
ftandard : in his mature age he was the friend 
and follower of Ali ; and the laft remnant of 
his ftrength and life was confunied in a diftant 
and dangerous war againft the enemies of the 
Koran. His memory was revered ; but the 
place of his burial was negle^ed and unknown, 
during a period of feven hundred and eighty 
years, till the conqueft of Conftaatihople by 
Mahomet the fecond. A feafonable vifion (for 
fuch are the manufa^ure of every, religion) 
revealed the holy fpot at the foot of the walls 
and the bottom of the harbour ; and the mofch 
of Ayub has been defervedly chofen for tb^ 
fimple and martial inauguration of the Turkiflj 
fuhans (4). 

The event of the iiege revived, both in the Pf«« *"* 
Eaft and Weft, the reputation of the RomanA*. D.%77. 
arms, and caft a momentary Ihade over the 
glories of the Saracens, The Greek ambaffa- 
dor was favourably received at Damafcus, in a 
general council of the emirs or Koreifh : a 
peace, or truce, of thirty years was ratified be- 
tweeii the two empires ; and the ftipulation of 
an annual tribute, fifty horfes of a noble breed, 
fifty flaves, and three thoufand pieces of gold, 
degraded the majefty of the commander of the 
faithful (5). The aged caliph was defirous of 
poffeffing his domitiions, and ending his days 
in tranquillity and repofe : while the Moors and 

Indians 

(4) Demetrius Cantemir^a Hift. of tVe Otlimao empin^y p. 105, 106. 
Rycaut's State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 10, 1 1. Voyages de Thc- 
venot, part i. p. iSg. Tl)e Chriftians, who fuppofe that the martyr 
Abu Ayub is vulgarly confounded wkh the patriarch Job, betray their 
own ignorance rather than that of the Turks. 

(5) Theophanes, though a Greek) 4t(firvc9 credit for thefe tributes 
< Chronograph, p. 295, 296. 300, 30;. )> which are confirmed, with 
feme variation, by the Arabic hiftory of'Abnifharagias (Dynaft. p. i||3« 

WfX(, P04C0€k)» 
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THE DECLINE AHD FALL 

Indians trembled at his name, his palace and city 
of Damafcus was infulted by the Mardaites, or 
Maronites of mount Libanus, the firmeft barrier 
of the empire, till they were difarmed and tranf- 
planted by the fufpicious policy of the Greeks (6). 
After the revolt of Arabia and Perfia, the houfe 
of Ommiyah (7) was reduced to the kingdoms 
of Syria and Egypt: their diftrefs and fear 
enforced their compliance with the prefling de- 
mands of the Chriftians ; and the tribute was 
cncreafed to a Have, an horfe, and a thoufand 
pieces of gold, for each of the three hundred 
and fixty-five days of the folar year. But as 
foon as the empire was again united by the 
arms and policy of Abdalmalek, he difclaimed 
a badge of fervitude not lefs injurious to his 
confcience than to his pride : he difcontinued 
the payment of the tribute ; and the refentment 
of the Greeks was difabled from aftion by the 
mad tyranny of the fecond Juftinian, the juft 
rebellion of his fubjefts, and the frequent 
change of his antagonifts and fucceflbrs. Till 
the reign of Abdalmalek, the Saracens had 
been content with the free poffeffion of the 
Perfian and Roman treafures, in the coin of 
Chofroes and Caefar. By the command of that 
Caliph, a national mint was eftablifhed, both 
for filver and gold, and the infcription of the 
Dinar, though it might be cenfured by fome 
timorous cafuifts, proclaimed the unity of the 

God 



(6) The cenfure of Tbeophanet is juft and pointed, mv Tu(*aMnf 
iuvactiav aK^Mln^uto-aq . • . wtahat Hoxa wvaroyBiv h FatfJiravU vvo t«» 
AfftCwv fJt'SXjstru wt (ChroDOgTaph. p. 302, 303. ). The feries of thcfe 
events may be traced in the Annals of Tbeophanet, and in the Abridge- 
Dient of the Patriarch Nicepborus, p. 21 24. 

(7) Tbefe doroeftic revolutions are related in a clesr and natuitl 
HylCf in the fecond voluor.e of Ockley*s HiOory of the Saracens, p. 20 
•—370. Befides our printed authors, he irzyft his materials from the 
Arabic MSB. of Oxford, which he would have more deeply fearched, - 
had he been confined to the Bodleian library inftead of the city jail 3 a 
fate how unworthy of the man and of hil ^opntry \ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7 

God of Mahomet (8). Under the reign of the 
caliph Waled, the Greek language and cha- 
raflers were excluded from the accounts of the 
public revenue {9)* If this change was pro- 
dudive of the invention or familiar ufe of our 
preient numerals, the Arabic or Indian cyphers, 
as 'they are commonly ftyied, a regulation of 
office has promoted the moft important difco- 
veries of arithmetic, algebra^ and the mathe- 
matical fciences(io). 

Whilft the caliph Walid fat idle on the Second fi<«c 
throne of Damafcus, while his lieutenants at- ^^5,°"^ ""* 
chieved the conqueft of Tranfoxiana and Spain^ a. a 
a third array of Saracens overfpread the pro- 7»^i^*** 
viaces of Afia Minor^ and approached the bor- 
ders of the Byzantine capitaL But the attempt 
and difgrace of the fecond fiege was referved 
for his brother Soliraan, whofe ambition ap- 
pears to ha^e been quickened by a more active 
and martial fpirit. In the revolutions of the 
Greek empire, after the tyrant Juftinian had 

been 

(S) Elmacm, who da^es tbe firft coinage A. H. 7^, A. D 69$, five ^ 

or fix years later than tbe Greek hfftoriiinsi has compaied the weight 
■of the beft or common gold dinar, to the drachm or dirhcm of Egypt 
(p. 77.)) which may be equa4 to two pennies (48 grains) of our Troy 
weight (Hooper^s Enquiry into Ancient Mea/ures, p. 14 — 36 }, and 
equivalent to eight fliiliingt of oar Aerling nioney. , Prom the fame 
Elmacin and the Arabian phyiicians, fome dinact as high as two dir* 
hems» as low as halfadirbem, ipajr be deduced. The fiece offilver 
was the dkbemy both in value and weighty bat an old, though fair 
coin, ftruck at Wafet, A. H. %Zy and preferved in the Bodleian library, 
wants four grains of the Cairo fiandard (fee the Modern Univerial 
JHiftory, torn. i. p. 548. of the French tran(latioo). 

(9) Kcti siUtfXtws yf*^o^0ti iWnn^i rtfc ht/Mff-iUf rw Xoy^tTun MMhttaff 
ftXX' Apa/9(0fc avr* VAfctct/xaiYiff^eu ;(«p(C Twv ^n^an, tinthi mhjv»rov vn 

Theophan. Chronograph, p. 314. This defeA, if it really exifted, 
muft have fiimulateal tbe ingenuity of the Arabs to invent or bor* 

TOW. 

{ i-o) According to a «ew, though probable notion, maintained by M. 
4e Villoifon ( AnecdoU Gra?ca, torn. ii. p. 151 — 157-)> ^^^ cyphers 
axe not of Indian or Arabic invention. They were ufed by the Greek 
and Latio arithmeticians long before the age of Boethius. After tks 
cxtindlion of fcience in the Weft, they were adopted by tbe Arabic ver- 
fions from the oiigiaal MSS. and r^»red to the Latins about the xi<^ 
century. 
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been puniflied and avenged, an humble fccrc- 
tary, Anaftafius or Artcmius, was promoted by 
chance or merit to the vacant purple. He was 
alarmed by the found of war ; and his ambafla- 
dor returned from Damafcus with the tremen-- 
dous news, that the Saracens were preparing 
an armament by fea and land, fuch as would 
tranfcend the experience of the paft, or the 
belief of the prefent, age. The precautions of 
Anaftafius were not unworthy of his ftation, or 
of the impending danger. He iffued a peremp- 
tory mandate, that all perfons who were not 
provided with the means of fubfiftence for a three 
years fiege, fhould evacuate the city: the pub- 
lic granaries and arfenals were abundantly re- 
plenifhed ; the walls were reftored and ftrength- 
ened ; and the engines for cafting ftones, or 
darts, or fire, were ftationed along the ram- 
parts, or in the brigantines of war, of which an 
additional number was haftily conftrufted. To 
prevent, is fafer, as well as more honourable, 
than to repel, an attack ; and a defign was me- 
ditated, above the ufual fpirit of the Greeks, of 
burning the naval ftores of the enemy, the cy- 
prefs timber that had been hewn in mount Libar 
nus, and was piled along the fea-fhore of Phoe- 
nicia, for the fervice of the Egyptian fleet. 
This generous enterprize was defeated by the 
cowardice or treachery of the troops, who, in 
the new language of the empire, were ftyled of 
the Obfequian Theme (iij. They murdered 
their chief, deferted their ftandard in the ifle of 
Rhodes, difperfed themfelves over the adjacent 
continent, and deferved pardon or reward by 

inverting 

(it) In the divifion of the Thtmes, or provinces defcribed by Conftan- 
tinc Porphyrogenifus (de Thematibus, 1. i. p. 9, la.), the Obfefu'vm. a 
Latin appellation of the army and palace, was the fourth in ibe p^blic 
order. Nice was the metropolis, and its jurifdiAion extended from the 
fiellefpont over the adjacent parts of Bithynia and Phrygia (fee the two 
naaps prefixed by Deiifle to the Imperium Orientale of Banduii). 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE, 

invefting with the purple a fimple officer of the 
revenue. The name of Theodofius might re- 
commend him to the fenate and people ; but, 
after fome months, he funk into a cioyfter, and 
refigned, to the firmer hand of Leo the Ifau- 
rian, the urgent defence of the capital and 
empire. The moft formidable of the Sara* 
cens, Moflemah the brother of the caliph, was 
advancing at the head of one hundred and twen- 
ty thoufand Arabs and Perfians, the greater 
part mounted on horfes or camels ; and the fuc- 
cefsful fieges of Tyana, Amorium, and Perga- 
mus, were of fufEcient duration to exercife their 
Ikill and to elevate their hopes. At the well- 
known paflage of Abydus, on the Hellefpont, 
the Mahometan arms were tranfported, for the 
firft time, from Afia to Europe. From thence, 
wheeling round the Thracian cities of the Pro- 
pontis, Moflemah inverted Conftantinople oil 
the land fide, furrounded his camp with a ditch 
and rampart, prepared and planted his engines 
of aifault, and declared, by words and adions, 
a patient refolution of expefting the return of 
feed-time and harveft, fhould the obftinacy of 
the befieged prove equal to his own. The 
Greeks would gladly have ranfomed their reli- 
gion and . empire, by a fine or afTeflment of a 
piece of gold on the head of each inhabitant of 
the city } but the liberal offer was rejeded with 
difdain, and the prefumption of Moflemah was 
exalted bv the fpeedy approach and invincible 
force of the navies of Egypt and Syria, They 
are faid to have amounted to eighteen hundred 
fliips : the number betrays their inconfiderable 
fize ; and of the twenty ftout and capacious 
veffels, whofe magnitude impeded their pro- 
grefs, each was manned with no more than one 
Hundred heavy armed foldiers. This huge Ar- 
mada proceeded on a fmooth fea and with a gen- 
tle 
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tie gale, towards the mouth of the Bofphorus ; 
the furface of the ftreight was overftiadowed, in 
the language of the Greeks, with a moving fo- 
reft, and the fame fatal night had been fixed by 
the Saracen chief for a general affault by fea and 
land. To allure the confidence of the enemy, 
the emperor had thrown afide the chain that 
ufually guarded the entrance of the harbour ; 
but while they hefitated whether they fhould 
fcize the opportunity, or apprehend the fnare, 
the minifters of deftruftion were at hand. The 
firefliips of the Greeks were launched againfl: 
them, the Arabs, their arms, and veffels, werfe 
involved in the fame flames, the diforderly fugi- 
tives were dalhed againft each other or over- 
whelmed in the waves ; and I no longer find a 
veftige of the fleet, that had threatened to ex- 
tirpate the Roman name. A fl:ill more fata:l 
and irreparable lofs was that of the caliph Soli- 
man, who died of an indigeftion (la) in his 
camp near Kinnifrin or Chalcis in Syria, as he 
was preparing to lead againft Conftantinople the 
remaining forces of the Eaft. The brother of 
Moflemah was fucceeded by a kinfman and an 
enemy ; and the throne of an aftive and able 
prince was degraded by the ufelefs and perni- 
cious virtues of a bigot. While he ftarted and 
fatisfied the fcruples of a blind confcience, the 
fiege was continued through the winter by the 
negleft rather than by the refolution of the ca- 
liph Omar (13). The winter proved uncom- 
monly 

( 1 2} The caliph had emptied two liaiketi of eggs and offigs, which he 
fwallowed ahcrnateiv* and the repaft was concluded with marrow and 
fugar. In one of his pilgrimages to Mecca, Soliman eat, at a lingle 
meal^ feventy pomegranates, a kid, 6x fowls, and a huge quantity of the 
grapes of Tayef. If the bill of fare be corred, we muft admire the ap- 
petite rather than the luxury of the fovereign of Aiia ( Abulfeda, Annal. 
Moflem. p. 116.)^ 

(1 3) See the article of Omar Ben Abdalazis, in the Bibliotheque Orien- 
Uit (p. 689; 690.}! fmfcTtta, f«yt Ehnacin (p. 91.)* religiokem ftram 

rebus 
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monly rigorous: above an hundred days the 
ground was covered with deep fnow, and the 
jiativcs of th6 fuhry climes of Egypt and Ara- 
bia lay torpid and almoft lifelefs in their frozen 
camp« They revived on the return of fpring ; 
a fecond eflfort had been made in their favour ; 
and their diftrefs was relieved by the irrival of 
two numerous fleets, laden with corn, and arms, 
and foldiers, the fir ft from Alexandria, of four 
hundred tranfports and gallies ; the fecond of 
three hundred and fixty veflels from the ports of 
Africa. But the Greek fires were again kindled, 
and if the deftrudion was lefs complete, it was 
owing to the experience which had taught the 
Moflems to remain at a fafe diftance, or to 
the perfidy of the Egyptian mariners, who de- 
ferted with their fhips to the emperor of the 
Chriftians. The trade and navigation of the 
capital were reftored ; and the produce of the 
-fifheries fupplied the wants, and even the luxu- 
ry, of the inhabitants. But the calamities of 
famine and difeafe were foon felt by the troops 
of Moflemah, and as the former was ihifera- 
bly affuaged, fo the latter was dreadfully pro- 
pagated, by the pernicious nutriment which 
hunger compelled them to extraft from the 
moft unclean or unnatural food. The fpirit 
of conqueft, and even of enthufiafm, was ex- 
tinft: the Saracens could no longer ftraggle 
beyond their lines, either fingle or in fmall 
parties, without expofing themfelves to the 
mercilefs retaliation of the Thracian peafants. 
An army of Bulgarians was attracted from the 
Danube by the gifts and promifes of Leo ; 

and 

rebos Aiis mandaDit, He wat fo defirons of being with God» that he 
would noc have anointed hit car (bit own faying) to obtain a perfect 
core of hit laft malady. The caliph had only one ihirt^ and in an age 
oflaxory^ hit annual expence was no more than two drachms (Abiil* 
pbaragiuty p. 131.) Haud iliu gavifnt co principc fait orbii Mofleffluf 
(Abulfcda, p. 1270* 
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and thefefavage auxiliaries made fome atone* 
ment for the evils which they had inflifted on 
the empire, by the defeat and flaughter o{ 
twenty-two thoufand Afiatics. A report was 
dextroufly fcattered, that the Franks, the un- 
known nations of the Latin world, were arm- 
ing by fea and land in the defence of the 
Chriftian caufe, and their formidable aid was 
expedted with far different fenfations in the 
w^reirof"^ camp and city. At length, after a fiege of 
thesar»- thirteen months (14), the hopelefs Moflemah 
***** received from the caliph the welcome per- 
miffion of retreat. The march of the Arabian 
cavalry over the H^llcfpont and through the 
provinces of Afia, was executed without delay 
or moleftation ; but an army of their brethren 
had been cut in pieces on the fide of Bithy- 
nia, and the remains of the fleet were fo re- 
peatedly damaged by tempeft and fire, that 
only five gallies entered the port of Alexan.- 
dria'to relate the tale of their various and 
almoft incredible difafters (15). 
Invention In the two ficges, the deliverance of Con- 
thc Greek ftantiuople may be chiefly afcribed to the no- 
fire, velty, the terrors, and the real efficacy of the 
Greek ^re (16). The important fecret of com- 
pounding 

(14) Both Nicepborus and Theophanes agree that the fiege of Conftaq.- 
tlnople was raiiVdthe 15'*' of Augufl (A. D. 718) ; but as the former, 
our beft witnefs, affirms that it continued thirteen months, the latter 
muft be miftaken in fuppofing that it began on the fame day of the pre<p 
ceding year. 1 do not find that Pagi has remarked this inconfif^ency. 

(1$) In the fccond fiege of Conftantinople, i have followed Nicepho* 
rtts (Brev. p. 33—36.), Theophanes (Chronograph, p. 324 — 334* }» 
Cedrenus (Cofflpend. p. 449 — 451. )» Zonaras (torn. ii. p. 98^-102. ), 
Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 88)t Abulfeda (Annai. Modem, p. 126 ), 
and Abulpharagius (Dynad. p. 130.), the moft fatisfa6tory of the 
- Arabs. 

(16) Our fure and indefatigable guide in the middle ages and Byzan- 
tine hiftory, Charles du Frefne du Cange, has treated ia feveral places 
of the Greek fire, and his collections leave few gleanings behind. See 
particularly Gloifar. Med. et Infim. Graecitat. p. 1275. fub voce TTvp 
6aXa0'0'toy, vyfw, Glofifar. Med. et Infim. Latinitat. Ignis Gracus. Ob- 
fervations fur Vilkhardouin, p. 30^1 306. Obl'ervations fsr Joinville 
P-7»>7»« 
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pounding and direfting this artificial flame was 
imparted by Callinicus, a native of Heliopolis 
in Syria, who deferted from the fervice of the 
caliph to that of the emperor (17). The (kill 
of a chymift and engineer was equivalent to 
the fuccour of fleets and armies ; and this 
difcovery or improvement of the military art 
was fortunately referved for the diftrefsful pe- 
riod, when the degenerate Romans of the 
Eaft were incapable of contending with the 
warlike enthufiafm and youthful vigour of the 
Saracens, The hiftorian who prefumes to ana- 
lize this extraordinary compofition fliould fuf- 
peQ: his own ignorance and that of his By- 
zantine guides, fo prone to the marvellous, 
fo carelefs, and,/in this inftance, fo jealous of 
the truth. From their obfcure, and perhaps 
fallacious hints, it fliould feem that the principal 
ingredient of the Greek fire was the naphtha 
(18), or liquid bitumen, a light, tenacious, 
and inflammable oil (19), which fprings from 
the earth, and catches fire as foon as it comes 
in contadk with the air. The naphtha was min- 
gled, I know not by what methods or in what 

proportions, 

(17) Theophanes ftyles him ap;^iTf;^TMv (p. 295)9 Cedrenus (p.437<)> 
brings this artift from (the ruins cf) Heliopolis in Egypt; and chemif- 
try was indeed the peculiar fcience of the Egyptians. 

(18) The naphtha, the oleum incendiarium of ihe hiffory of Jerufa- 
1cm ((»eft. Dei per Francos, p. 1167), the Oriental fountain of James 
de Vitry (1. iii. c. 84.), is introduced on flight evidence and ftrong 
probability. Cinnamus (1. vi. p. 165.) calls the Greek Are vt/pMq^txcy; 
and the naphtha is known to abound between the Tigris and the Cafpian 
Sea. According to Pliny (Hift. Natur. ii. 109), it was fubfervient to 
the revenge of Medea, and in either etymology the eXaiov MriluiQt or 

' Mdhict; (Procop. de Bell. Gothic. 1. iv. c, 11.), may fairly fignify thil 
liquid bitumen. 

(19) On the dtfFerent forts of oils and bitumens, fee Dr. Watfon's (the 
prefent bifhop of LandafF^s) Chemical EiTays, vol. iii. elfay i. a claffic 
book, the beft adapted to infafe the tafte and knowledge of chemiftry. 
Tbe lefs perfe£l ideas of the ancients may be found in Strabu (Geograph. 
l.xvi. p. 1078.) and Pliny (Hift. Natur. ii. 108, 109.) Huic (Naphtha) 
magna cogoatio eft ignium, tranfiliuntque protinus in earn undecunque 
vifam. Of our travellers I am beft pleafed with Otter (torn. i» p. 153. 
158.}. 
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proportions, with fulphur and with the pitch 
that is extrafted from evergreen firs (20). From 
this mixture, which produced a thick fmoke and 
a loud explofion, proceeded a fierce and obfti^ 
nate flame, which not only rofe in perpendicu- 
lar afcent, but likewife burnt with equal vehe- 
mence in defcent or lateral progrefs ; inftead of 
being extinguiflied, it was nourifhed and quick-^ 
ened, by the element of water ; and fand, urine, 
or vinegar, were the only remedies that could 
damp the fury of this powerful agent, which was 
juftly denominated by the Greeks, the liquidy 
or the maritime^ fire. For the annoyance of the 
enemy, it was employed with equal effeft, by fea 
and land, in battles or in fieges. It was either 
poured from the rampart in large boilers or 
launched in red-hot balls of ftone and ijon, or 
darted in arrows and javelins, twilled round with 
flax and tow, which had deeply imbibed the in- 
flammable oil : fometimes it was depofited in 
fire-fliips, the vidims and inftruments of a more 
ample revenge, and was moll commonly blown 
through long tubes of copper, which were plant- 
ed on the prow of a galley, and fancifully fhaped 
into the mouths of favage monft:ers, that feemed 
to vomit a fl:ream of liquid and confmming fire. 
This important art was preferved at Conftanti- 
nople, as the palladium of the flate : the gallies 
and artillery might occafionally be lent to the al- 
lies of Rome ; but thecompofitionof the Greek 
fire was concealed with the moft jealous fcruple, 
and the terror of the enemies was encreafed and 

prolonged 

(20) Anna Comnena has partly drawn afide the curtain. Avo mt Viv^ 
Ktii, XAi aXXmv rivw rtutrm hv^m atiBaXom owAytrca huc^vov ax»v^w» 
Ttnro fAtra Buu r^t0ofjt,tvov i(x0A\\irai itt avXia-xut KttXa/jiMV tun tfjt^a-arai 
«rapa ru veti^nreg "KoBfoo km erwtxjn rrnvfAari (Alexiad, 1. xiii. p. B^S*)* 
Eiiewhere (1. xi. p. 336.) ihe niention£ the property of burnings Mara to 
ir^rsc ««< s^* IxATipa. Leo, in the xix*^ chapter of his Ta£tics (Opera 
Meur6i, tom, Vi. p. 843. edit. Lami, Florent. I74'5)> fpeaks pf the new 
invention of «n;p ^st<c 0fWTni km xavyy. .Thefe are genuine and Im^ 
rial tcftimooict. 
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prolonged by their ignorance and furprife. In 
the treatife of the adminiftration of the empire^ 
the royal author (21) fuggefts the anfwers and 
excufes that might bed elude the indifcreet cu- 
riofity and importunate demands of the Barba- 
rians, They ihould be told that the myftery of 
the Gfreek fire had been revealed by an angel 
to the firft and grcateft of the Conftantines, with 
a facred injunSion, that this gift of heaven, 
this peculiar bleffing of the Romans, Ihould ne- 
ver be communicated to any foreign nation : that 
the prince and fubjedt were alike bound to reli- 
gious filence under the temporal and fpiritual 
penalties of treafon and facrilege ; and that the 
impious attempt would provoke the fudden and 
fupernatural vengeance of the God of the Chrif* 
tians. ^ By thefe precautions, the fecret was con- 
fined, 'above four hundred years, to the Ro- 
mans of the Eaft ; and, at the end of the ele- 
venth century, the Pifans, to whom every fea 
and every art were familiar, fuflfered the eflfefts, 
without underftanding the compofition, of the 
Greek fire. It was at length either difcovered 
or ftolen by the Mahometans ; and, in the holy 
wars of Syria and Egypt, they retorted an in- 
vention, contrived againft themfelves, on the 
heads of the Chriftians. A knight, who defpifed 
the fwords and lances of the Saracens, relates, 
with heartfelt fincerity, his own fears, and thofe 
of his companions, at the fight and found of the 
mifchievous engine that difcharged a torrent of 
the Greek fire, the feu Gregeoisj as it is ftyled by 
the more early of the French writers. It came 
flying through the air, fays Joinville (22), like 
a winged long-tailed dragon, about the thick- 

nefs 

(zi) Cooftaotin. Porphyrogenit. de Adminiftrtt. Imperii^ c. xiii. p. 64, 

{i%) Hiftoire de St. Louit, p. 39. Parts, i688> p. 44. Paris^ deTIm- 
primerie Royale, i76l« The lorroer of th«fe editioai it precious for the 

obfcrvauons 
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nefs of an hogfliead, with the report of thupder 
and the velocity of lightning ; and the darknefs 
of the night was difpelled by this deadly illumina- 
tion. The ufe of the Greek, or, as it might now 
be called, of the Saracen, fire, was continued to 
the middle of the fourteenth century (23), when 
the fcientific or cafual compound of nitre, ful- 
phur, and charcoal, effefted a new revolution 
in the art of war and the hiftory of man- 
kind (24). 
invafion of Couftantinople and the Greek fire might ex- 
tbrArabil elude the Arabs from the eaftern entrance of 
A. D. 7*1, Europe ; but in the Weft, on the fide of the 
Pyrenees, the provinces of Gaul were threatened 
and invaded by the conquerors of Spain (25). 
The decline of the French monarchy invited the 

« attack 

obfervations of Dacange ; the latter, for the pure and original text of 
Joinvillc. We muft have recourfc to that text to difcovcr, that the feu 
Gregeoia was fliot with a pile or javelin, from an engine that a£led like 
a fling* 

(13) The vanityior envy, of /haking the eftabliflied property of Fanr^c, 
has tempted feme moderns to carry gunpowder above the xiv<>' (fee Sir 
William Temple, Dutens, &c.), and the Greek fire above the vil^^ cen- 
tury (fee the Sailufte du Prefident dcs BroQes, torn. it. p. 3S1.). But 
their evidence, which precedes the vulgar aera of the invention, is fel- 
.dom clear or fatisfa^iory, and fubfequent writers may be fufpeded of 
fraud or credulity. In the earlieft (ieges, fome combuf^ibles of oil and 
julphar have hero ufeH, and the Gie«'k fire hzi fame affinities with gun- 
powder both in nature and effe.'^s : for the antiquity of the iir(V, a paf- 
fage of Procopius (de Bell. Goth. 1. iv. c. 1 1.) 9 f<^' ^^'^ ^^ ^^^ fecond» 
fomt! fadls in the Arabic hiflory of Spain (A. D. 1x49 ^V^\ '33^* 
Bibii^t. Arab. Hifp. torn. ii. p. 6, 7, 8.), are the moft difficult to 
elude. 

(24) That extraordinary man, Triar Bacon, reveals two of the ingre- 
dients, faltpetre and fulphur, and conceals the third in a fentence of 
i^y(fsrious gibberifii, as if h: dreaded fhe confequences of his own dif- 
covery.(Biogr4pbia Britannica, vol. i. p. 430. new edition). 

(Z5) For the invafion of France, and the defeat of the Arabs by Charles 
Martel, fee the Hiftoria Aiabum (c. 11, la, 13, 14.) of Roderic Ximenes, 
archbiihop of Toledo, who had before him the Chriftiao chronicle of 
IfiJore Pacenfis, and the Mahometari hiftory of Novairi. The Moflems 
are filent or concife in the account of their lodes, but M. Caidonne (torn. 
i. p« 139, 130, 131 ) his given a pure and (imple account of all that 
he could collefl from Ibn Halik^n, Hi Jazi, and an anonymous writer. 
The texts of the chronicles of France, and lives of faints, are inferted in 
the colleflion of Bouquet (torn, iii.) and tne Annals of Pa^i, who (torn, 
iii. under the proper years) has reftored the chronology, which h antici- 
pated fix years in the Annals of Baronius. The Di£^ionary of Bayle 
(Abder^me und MdnuzaJ has more merit for lively refle£U»B than origi- 
aal refearch. 
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attack of thofe infatisite fanatics. The ddcend«> 
ants of Clovis had loft th^ inheritance of his 
martial and ferocious fpirit i and their misfor* 
tune or deinerit has affixed the epithet of I^^zy 
to the laft kings of the Merovingian race (26). 
They afcended the throne without power, and 
funk inio the grave without a name. A coun- 
try palace, in the neighbourhood of Com- 
piegne (27), was allotted for their refidence or 
prifon ; but each year, in the month of March 
or May, they were condufted in a waggon drawn 
by oxen to the aflembly of the Franks, to give 
audience to foreign ambaifadors, and to ratify 
the afts of the mayor of the palace. That do- 
mcftic officer was become the miniftcr of the na- 
tion and the mafter of the prince. A public em- 
ployment was converted into the patrimony of a 
private family : the elder Pepin left a ki^g of 
mature years under the guardianfliip of his own 
widow and her child ; and thefe feeble. regents 
were forcibly difpofl'effed by the moft a^ve of 
his baflards* A government, half favage and 
half corrupt, was almoft diiTolved j and the tri- 
butary dukes, the provincial counts, and the ter* 
ritorial lords, were tempted to defpife th^ weak- 
nefs of the monarch, and to imitate the ambi- 
tion of the mayor. Among thefe independent 
chiefs, one of the boldeft and moft fucccfsful was 
£udes, duke of Aquitain^ who, in the fouthem 
provinces of Gaul, ufurped the authority and 
VojL. XL G even 

(^) ^inlvart, de ViiaCaioli Magni^c. ti. p. 13— t.8. edit. Scbmln^y 
tJtrecht, 1 7 1 1. Some modern critics accufe the fntnifter of Chaiirmagn« 
of Mcagfc racing tiM wettkocit of the AJei«irlii|iaa«': \ffn the § eii«^1.9udiqe 
is jai¥^ and the French reader will for ever rep«at the beaotiful lines of 
BoiIeau*s Lutrin. 

(ij) Mamacae on the Oyfe, between Compiegne and Noyon, which 
Egiohart calla perparvi reditxis villacn (fee the notes, and the map of an- 
cient France from Dom. Bouquet*6 CoUedion). Compendium, or Cam- 
pie^e was a palace of more dignity (Ha'drian Va}efii KotitiaOaQiarum', 
}>' 'S*0> an<J »fa« laughing philofipbcr, the Ahbc GaUisnj (Diaioguet 
fur le Commerce des Bleds), may truly, afftrm^ th«t it mrat the relideaoc 
of the rois tres Chretiens et ties chevelOs. 
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even the title of king. The Goths, the Gafconsr^ 
and the Franks, affembled under the.ftandard of 
this chriftian hero : he repelled the firft invafioa 
of the Saracens ; and Zama, lieutenant of the 
caliph, bft his artHy and his life undei* the walk 
of Tholoufe. The ambition of his fucceffors 
was ftimulated by revenge ; they repafled thePy-^ 
renees with the me^s and the refolution of con- 
queft. The advantageous fituation which had 
recommended Narbonne (a8) as the firft Roman 
colony, was again chofen by the Moflems : they 
claimed the province of Septemania or Langue- 
doc zs a juft dependence of the Spanifh mo- 
narchy : the vineyards of Gafcony and the city of 
Bourdeaux were poffefled by the fovereign of Da- 
mafcus and Samarcand ; and the fouth of France/ 
from the mouth of the Garonne to that of the 
Rhone, affumed the manners and religion of 
Arabfa. 
tjcpedition . But thefe narrow limits were fcorned by the 
and vi£io- fpjrit of Abdalrahmaft, or Abderame, who had 
deVamc/ " bccn Tcftored by the caliph Hafltem to the wifhes 
A. D. 731. Qf ^j^g foldiers and people of Spain. That vete- 
ran and daring commander adjudged to the obe- 
dience of the prophet whatever yet remained of 
France or of Europe ; and prepared to execute 
the fentence, at the head of a formidable hoft, 
in the full confidence of furmounting all oppofi- 
tibn either of nature or of man. His firft care 
was to fupprefs a domeftic rebel, who command- 
ed' the moft importani paffes of the Pyrenees : 
Munuza, a Moorifh chief, had accepted the al- 
liance of the y<ike of Aquitain ; and Eudes, 
from a motive of private or public intereft, de- 
voted 

. (2»)'Ev«ii before that cojonjr, A. tJ* C. 630 (Velleloi l»etereol. i. 15.)^ 
10 the time of Polybius (Hift. i. iii. p..a65. edit. Gronov.), Narbonne 

<va9 « Celtic town of the firft emineDce, and one of the moA northern 
places of the. knlpwa worM (d'AovIUcj Notice de rAnctenoe Gaule^ 
p. 473-). 
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voted his beauteous daughter to the embracer of 
the African mifbeliever. But the ftrongeft fbr- 
trefles of Cerdagne were inverted by a fuperior 
force ; the rebel was overtaken and flain in the 
mountains j and his widow was fent a captive to 
Damafcus, to gratify the defires, or more pro- 
bably the vanity, of the commander of the faith- 
ful. From the Pyrenees, Abderame proceeded 
without delay to the paflage of the Rhone and 
the fiege of Aries. An army of Chriftians at- 
tempted the relief of the city : the tombs of their 
leaders were yet vifible in the thirteenth cen- 
tury ; and many thoufands of their dead bodies 
were carried down the rapid ftream into the Me* 
diterranean fea. The arms of Abderame were 
not lefs fuccefsf ul on the fide of the ocean. He 
paffed without oppofition the Garonne and Dor- 
dogne, which unite their waters in the gulf of 
, Bourdeaux ; but he found, beyond thofe rivers, 
the camp of the intrepid Eudes, who had form- 
ed a fecond army, and fuftained a fecond defeat, 
fo fatal to the Chriftians, that, according to their 
fad confeflion, God alone could reckon thp 
number of the flain. The viftorious Saracen 
overran the provinces of Aquitain, whofe Gallic 
names are difguifed, rather than loft, in the mo- 
dern appellations of Perigord, Saintonge, and 
Poitou : his ftandards were planted on the walls, 
or at leaft before the gates,, of Tours and of 
Sens ; and his detachments overfpread the king- 
dom of Burgundy as far as the well-known cities 
of Lyons and Befan9on. The memory of thefe 
devaftations, for Abderame did not fpare the 
country or the people, was long preferved by 
tradition ; and the invafion of France by the 
Moors or Mahometans, affords the ground-work 
of thofe fable?, which have been lo wildly dif- 
figured in the romances of chivalry, and fo ele- 
gantly adorned by the Italian raufe. In the de- 
. C 2 cline 
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dine of foeiety and art, the deferted cities coirfcl 
fupply a (lender booty to the Saracens; their 
richeft fpoil was found in the churches and 
monafterles, which they ftripped of their orna- 
ments and delivered to the flames : and ther 
tutelar faints, both Hilary of Poitiers and Mar- 
tin oif Tottrs, forgot their ntu-aculou* powers in 
the defence of their own fepukhres C^g)- A 
ri^orious lin€ of march had been prolonged 
abore a thoufand miles from the rock of Gib- 
taltar to the banks of the Loire j the repetition 
Qf an equal fpace would have carried the Sara- 
cens to the confines of Poland and the Highlands- 
of Scotland : the Rhine is not more impalta- 
ble than the Nile or Euphrates, and the Arabian 
fleet might have failed without a naval combat 
into the mouth of the Thames. Perhaps the 
interpretation of the Koran would how be 
taught in the fchoofe of Oxford, and her pulpits^ 
might dcmonflrate* to a circumcifed people the 
fandity and truth of the; revelation of Maho^ 
met (30). . 

Defeat of . From fucfc Galamhies was- Chrift endom deli- 
tt^chifilV v^red by the genius and fortune of one man- 
mrtt\, Charles, the illegitimate fon of the elder Pepin, 
^. D« 73»« was. content with the titles of mayor or duke of 
the Franks, but he deferved to become the fa- 
ther of a line of kings. In a laborious admi- 
millratioa of twenty-four years,, he reftored and 

fupported 

(29J: Witli regard? to the ianftuary of St. WarCiff of Tours, Roderic 
^imenev accui^s the Sa'«eeiis »F che deed Turoois civitlttln, ecclefiam 
et piUtia va^aTioae-etfiocendio fimili diruit et confumpfit. The conti- 
nuator of Fretiegarins imputes tn them no fflOre than iher inteation, AA 
dom»mbeatiffimi Martini efertendamdtfttnant^ At Caroltis, &c. Tfa«^ 
French anh<itiA was mort )eiAw» of, the honour of the faint. 

(-^o) Yet T fihccre^ doubt whelB^t the Oxford mofch would have 
pr<>dttced a irdtunre of tofltroverf]f ib elegant aiKi ingenious as the fer- 
mons lately puojifhed By Mr. White, the Arabic profefibr, at Mr. 
Brampton's lie'dlure. His obfe^ratiot^s on th« chara£ler anil religion o'^ 
Mahomet, are always adapted to hiraigument, and generally founded in 
truth and reafon. He fuftaint the part of a li-vely and eloquent advo* 
cSte ; and fometimes rifes to the ncrtt ^ an hif^oriaa and phiiofopher. 
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fcpported the dignity x)f xhe throne, and tlxc 
rebels of Germany and Gaul were fucceffively 
<:ruflied by the aftivity of a warrior, who, ia 
the fame campaign^ .could difplay his banner oa 
the Elbe, the RhSi^e, and the fhores of the 
ocean. In the pubiic danger, he was fummon^ 
^ed by the voice of his country ; and his riva^ 
the duke of Aquitain, was r^dvced to appear 
among the fugitives and fuppliants. ^* Alas !**' 
exclaimed the Franks, " what a misfortune J 
*' what an indignity l We have long helard of 
**' the aarae :and contjuefts of the Arabs : we 
^' were appreheniive of ;their attack from the 
** Eaft ; they have now conquered Spain, and 
*** . invade our country on the fide of the WefL 
^^ Yet their numbers, and (fince they have no 
** buckler) their arms are inferior to our own," 
** If you foliov my advice,'^ replied the pru- 
rient mayor of ihe palace^ ** you will not inter- 
** rupt their marjch, nor precipitate your attack. 
** They are like a -torrent, which it k dange- 
** rous to ftem in it« career. The thiril of 
^* riche-R, 4ind the ccmfcioufnefe of Xuceefs^ xe^ 
^ ^double their valour, and valour is of more 
** avail than arm« or numbers. Be patient till 
^' they have loaded themfelves with the incuraC. 
^ brance of wealth. The poffeffion of wealth 
"^^ will divide their counfels and aff^e your 
•** viStory/* This C\ibtle policy is perhaps a 
Tefinement of the Arabian writers; and th^ 
fituation of Charies will ftiggeft 4 more nanrow 
andjelfifli motive of procraftination 9 the fecrei 
defire of humbling the pride, and wafting thf 
|>roviiices of the rebel duke of Aquitain. it i$ 
yet more probable, that the delays of Charleg 
.were inevitable and reluftant. A ftanding army 
was unknown under the firft and fecond race : 
more than half the kingdom was now in tjhcC/ 
J^ands of th? Saracens ; according to their re- 

JTpefyy^ 
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fpeSive fituation, the Franks of Neuftria and 
Auftrafia were too confcious or too carelcfs of 
the impending danger ; and the voluntary aids 
of the Gepidae and Germans were feparated bv 
a long interval from the ftandard of the Chrif- 
tian gencraL No fooner had he collefted his 
forces than he fought and found the enemy in 
the centre of France, between Tours and Poi- 
tiers. His well conduced march was covered 
by a range of hills, and Abderame appears to 
have been fyrprifed by his unexpefted prefence. 
The nations of Afia, Africa, and Europe, ad- 
vanced with equal ardour to an encounter which 
would .change the hiftory of the world. In the 
fix firft days of defultory combat, the horfemen 
and archers of the Eaft maintained their advanr 
tage: but in the clofer orifet of the feventh day, 
the Orientals were oppreffed by the ftrength 
and ftature of the Germans, who, with ftout 
hearts and iron hands (3i),aflerted the civil and 
religious freedom of their pofterity. The epir 
thet of Mattel^ the Hammer^ which has been 
added to the name of Charles, is expreffive of 
his weighty and irrefiftible ftroke§ : the valour 
of Eudes was excited by refentment and emur 
lation ; and their companions, in the eye of 
hiftory, are the true Peers and Paladins of 
French chivalry. After a bloody field, in which 
Abderame was flain, the Saracens, in the clofe 
of the evening, retired to their camp. In the 
diforder and defpair of the night, the various 
tribes of Yemen and Damafcus, of Africa 
and Spain, were provoked to turn their arms 
againft each other : the remains of their 
hoft i^ere fujjdenly diffplved, and each emir 

confulte^ 



(^i) Geni Aoftrix membrorum pre-emtnentia vsilida, et gens Cer* 
mana corde ct corpore praeftanliflima, quafi in iciu oculi mai (i ferrta 
kx peaorf arduo Arabei extinxerunt (Roderic, Toletao, c. xiv.). 
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confulted his fafety by an hafty and feparate rer 
treat. At the dawn of day, the ftillnefs of an 
hoftile camp was fufpefted by the vldorious 
Chriftians : on the report of their fpies, they 
ventured to explore the riches of the vacant 
tents*; but, if we except fome celebrated relics, 
a fmall portion of the fpoil was reftored to 
the innocent and lawfiil owners. The jjpyful 
hidings were foon diiFufed ov^er the Catholic 
world, and the monks of Italy <:ould affirm and 
believe that three hundreii and fifty, or three 
hundred and feventy*fiye tlu^ufand of the Ma^ 
hometans had been cruflied by the haninier ' 
of Charles (32); while no more chan fifteen 
hundred Chriftians wer€ flain la the field of 
Tours- Bu«t this incredible tale is fufficiently 
difproved by the caution of the French g-cneral, 
who apprehended the fnares and accidents of a 
purfuit, and difmifled his German aUies (a their 
native foreft«. The inaftivity of a conqueror 
jbtinys the lois of ftreagth and blood, and the 
moft cruel. ^xecuition k infiided, not in th^ 
rankfS of battle, but. on the backs of a flying 
^nemy. Yj^ th^ vidory of the Franks was T*>«y re- 
complete and final; Aquitain was recovered thVFra'nk*! 
by the airos of E^des ; the Arabs never refum- 
€;d tfee conqueft of Gaul, and they were foon 
.driven beyond the Pyrenees by Charles Martel 
aild bjLS yalvint race (33). Ij wight have been 

f^peded 

(|a) Thefc nunAcnt ure Aated ^ Paul Warncfrid^ l^ ,flea?on o€ 
Aquileia (de Geftis Longobard. I. vi. p. 921. tdit. Grot.), ajid Anaf^a- 
tius, the librarfao of the Roma<i dlurcb (in Vit. Gr^orii if.}, mt^o 
telit a miraculous ^ory of thfce^onfecrated fpun^ey^ which rendered 
invulnerable *he Tren€h foldiers among whom they *had been fhar/d. 
it ^ould feem, that in hit letters to the pope, Eude^ ufurped tile honour 
«f the vifiory, for which be is chaflifed by the French aonalrfls, ^^9m 
with e<|4ial fa!fehood, accufe him of inviting the Saracens. 

t?3) Narbonnef and the reft of Septimania, was recover^4 by 
Pepin, the fon of Charles Martel, A. D. 755 (Pagi, Critica, torn. iii. 
p. 100.). Thirty-feven years afterwards It was pillaged' by a fudden 
inroad 6f the Arabs who employed the captives in the conftruitton of 
«he mofch of Gotdovtf (de Guignes, Hift. des Huas, torn. i.'p. 354.J. 
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e^peded that the faviour of Chriftendom would 
\ have been canbnized, or at leaft applauded by 
the gratitude of the clergy, who are indebted 
to his fword for their prefent exiftence. But in 
the public diftrefs, the mayor of the palace had 
been compelled to apply the riches, or at leaft 
the revenues, of the bilhops and abbots, to the 
relief of the ftate and the reward of the foldi- 
er$. His merits were forgotten, his facrilege 
alone was remembered, and, in an epiftle to a 
Carlovingian prince, a Gallic fynod prefumes 
to declare that his anceftor was damned ; tfhat 
on opening his tomb, the fpediators were af- 
frighted by a fmell of fire and the afpeft of an 
hotrid dragoi> ; and that a faint of the times 
was indulged with a pleafant vifion of the foul 
and body of Charles Mattel, burning, to ail 
eternity, in the abyfs of hell (34)t 
Elevation of The lofs of jtu army, or a province, in the 
fi^/es^^**'^" Weftem world, was lefs painful to the court of 
a! d. Damafcus than the rife and progrefs of a do- 
74^-750- medic competitor. Except among, the Syrians, 
{he caljphs of the houfe of Ommiyah had ne* 
vet been the objefts of the public favour. The 
life of Mj^homcJt recorded their perfevcrancc in 
idolatry and rebellion;: their converfion had 
been Yeluftani, their elevation irregular and 
faftiou^, and their throng was cemented with 
the moft holy and noble blood of i^raWa. The 
bed of their rage, the pious Omar, was difr 
fatisfied with his own title ; their perfonal vir- 
tues were infufficient to juftify a departure from 
the order of fucceflion; and the eyes and 
wifliies of the faithful wer? turned towards the 

line 

(34) This paftoral lettfr»addre(rea4o.Lewit t^e Germamc, rtiegrandfon 
of Charlemaffie, aod moft probably oompofed by the pen of the arrliil 
Hincmar, is dated in the year 85S, and Tinned by the biftnps of the 
provinces of Rheims and Rouen (Baronius, Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 741. 
Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. torn. x. p. 514--516,). Yet Baromu$ himfeJf, ^i 
^h( f reach critics, rejeA with contemot this epifcopal 6dlioi^ 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^5 

Une of Hafliem and the kindred of the apoftle 
of God. Of thefe the ^Fatimites were cither 
raih or pufiHanimous ; but the defcendants of 
Abbas cheriflned, with xx)urage and difcretion, 
the hopes of their rifing fortunes. From an 
obfcure refidencc in Syria, they fecretly dif- 
patcfaed their agents and miifionaries, who 
preached in the Eaftern provinces their heredi- 
tary indefeafible right; and Mohammed, the 
fon of Ali, the fon of Abdallah, the fon of 
Abbas, the uncle of the prophet, gave audience 
to the deputies of Chorafan, and accepted their 
free gift of four hundred thoufand pieces of . 
gold. After the death of Mohammed, the oath 
of allegiance was adminiftered in the name 
of his fon Ibrahim to a numerous band of vo- 
taries, who expefted only a fignal and a 
leader; and the governor of Chorafan conti- 
nued to deplore his fruitlefs admonitions and 
the deadly flumber of the calqshs of Damafcus, 
till be himlelf with all his adherents was dri« 
ven from the city and palace of Meru, by 
the rebellious arms of Abu Moflem (35). 
That maker of kings, the author, as he is 
named, of the call of the AbbaiTides, was at 
length rewarded for his prefumption of merit 
with the ufual gratitude of -courts. A mean, 
perhaps a foreign, extraftion could not re- 
prefs the afpiring energy of Abu Moflem. 
Jealous of his wives, liberal of his wealth, 
prodigal of his own blood and of that of 
ethers, be could boaft with pleafure, and pof- 
fibly with truth, that he had deftroyed fix 
Jiundred thoufand of his enemies; and fuch 

was 

(35) Tb€ llced and the ftUlt whicb had carried any of hia wii^t, 
ivere inl\antly killed or burnt, left they Ibould be afterwards mounted , 
hy a imle. Twelve hundred muljes, or camels, were re<)oircd for Kia 
kitchen furniture j and the daily confumf tlon amounted to thwe 
thoufand caket, an hundred Iheep) befidcs oxen, poultry, &c. (Abiil* 
pluragijity ^ift. Dynaft. p. 149.)* 
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was the intrepid gravity of his mind and coun^- 
tcnance, that he was never fecn to fmile ex- 
cept on a day of battle. In the vifible fepara- 
tion pf parties the green was confecrated to 
the Fatimites ; the Ommiades were diftinguifh- 
cd by the ' mhste^ and the Mack^ as the mofl: 
:adverfe, was naturally adopted by the Abbalfi^ 
des. , Their turbans and garments were ftained 
with that gloomy colour : two black ftandards, 
on pike-ftaves nine cubits long, were borne 
aloft in the vaa of Abu Moflem ; and their 
allegorical names of the nigbt and the Jhadow 
obfcurely reprefented the indiffoluble union and 
perpetual fucceffion of the line of Haihem. 
From the Indus to the Eu:phrates the Eaft was 
convulfed by the quarrels of the white and the 
black fadions : the Abbaflides were moft fre- 
quently viftorious ; but their public fuccefs 
was clouded by the perfonal misfortune of 
their chief. The court of Damafcus, awaken- 
ing from a long ilumber, refolved to prevent 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, which Ibrahim had 
undertaken with a fplendid retinue, to recom- 
mend himfelf at once to the favour of the 
prophet and of the people. A detachment of 
cavalry intercepted his march and arrefted bis 
perfon ; and the unhappy Ibrahim, fnatched 
away from the promife of untafted royalty, ex- 
pired in iron fetters in the dungeons of Haran. 
His two younger brothers, Saffah and Alman- 
for, eluded the fearch of the tyrant, and lay 
concealed at Cufa, till the zeal of the people 
and the approach of his eaftern friends allowed 
them to expofe their perfons to the impatient 
public. On Friday, in the drefs of a caliph, 
in the colours of the feft, Saffah proceeded 
with religious and military pomp to the mofch :, 
afcending the pulpit, he prayed and preached 
as the lawful fucceffor of p5f ahomet ; and, ?^fter 

his 
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This departure, his kinfmcn bound a willing 
people by an oath of fidelity. But it was on the 
banks of the Zab, and not in the mofch of 
Cufa, that this important controverfy was de- 
termined* Every advantage appeared to be on 
the fide of the white faftion : the authority of 
eftabliflied government ; an army of an hundred 
and twenty thoufarid foldiers, againft a fixth 
part of that nun^ber ; and the prefence and me- 
rit of the caliph Mervan, the fourteenth and lafl: 
of the houfe of Ommiyah. Before his accefGon 
to the throne, he had deferved, by his Georgian 
warfare, the honourable epithet of the afs of 
Mefopotamia (36); and he might have been 
ranked among the greateft princes, had not, 
fays Abulfcda, the eternal order decreed that 
moment for the ruin of his family ; a decree 
againft which all human prudence and fortitude 
muft ftruggle in vain. The orders of Mervan 
were miftaken or difobeyed : the returti of his 
horfe, from which he had difmounted on a ne- 
ceffary occafion, impreffed the belief of his 
death ; and the enthufiafm of the black fquadrons 
was ably condufted by Abdallah, the uncle of 
his competitor. After an irretrievable defeat, 
the caliph efcaped to Moful ; but the colours of 
^he Abbaffides were difplayed from the rampart; 
Jie fuddenly repaffed the Tigris, caft a melan- 
choly look on his palace of Haran, crofled the 
Euphrates, abandoned the fortifications of Da- 
mafcus, and, without halting in Paleftine, pitch- 
ed his laft and fatal camp at Bufir on the banks 

of 

(36) AlHemar* He had been governor of MefopotamU, and the 
Arabic proverb prai*fc« the courage pf that warlike breed of afles who 
^ever fly from an enemy. The furname of Mervan may juAify the 
comparifon of Homer (Iliad A. <57> &c.) and both will filence the mo- 
derns, who coniider the afs as a ftupid and ignoble emblem (d'Herbelot, 
'Bibiiot. Orient, p, 558.}. ' 
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Fall of the of tUc Nilc (37). His fpccd was urged by the 
aTd!'^soI *^^ffa^t diligence of Abdallah, who in every 
February I o.ftep of the purfuit acquired ftrength and reputa- 
tion : the remains of the white faftion were final- 
ly vanquifhed in Egypt ; and the Jance, which 
terminated the life and anxiety of Mervan, was 
not lefs welcome perhaps to the unfortunate 
than to the viftorious chief. The mercilefs in- 

3uifition of the conqueror eradicated the moft 
iftant branches of the hoflile race : their bones 
were fcattered, their memory was accurfed, and 
the martyrdom of Hoffein was abundantly re- 
venged on the pofterity of his tyrants. Four- 
fcore of the Ommiades, who had yielded to the 
faith or clemency of their foes, were invited to 
a banquet at Damafcus* The laws of hofpitality 
were violated by a promifcuous maiffacrc : the 
board was fpread over their fallen bodies ; and 
the feflivity of the guefts was enlivened by the 
mufic of their dying groans. By tlie event of 
the civil war the dynafty of the Abbaffides was 
firmly eftabliflied j but the Chriftians only could 
triumph in the mutual hatred and common loi^ 
of the difciples -of Mahomet (38), 

Yet 

{»?) FfMir (ever^l fiUc^a, 9fl i« Eiypt, bore ttM •tme vf Btifir, ^r 
Bufiris, fo famop* in Greek fable. The firft where Mervan was flain, 
wiS to the weft of thtt Nilc, in the province of Fittm, «r Arfmocj the 
(eeond in the OcllSf m the Seb«finytic nome ) t^e thirty near the py> 
r^mids j the fourth, which was dcftroycH by Dioclefian (fee above, vol* 
ii. p. If*.), in the Thehats. I (hall here tranfcribc a note «rf the (cMn- 
cd and orthodox Michaelitx Vidcatar in plittihus >Egypti fnpariofia 
urbibus Buiiri Coptoque irma fumpfiiTe ChriiTiani, tibertatemque de 
« reltgiope fentiendi dcfendifle, fed fuccabuilfe; quoin-^Uo Coptss ec B«. 
iiris diruta, et cifca £fa»Bi naagna ftragas edita. Bcllnqi narraot (^ 
caufam belli ignorant fcriptores Byciintini, alioqui CoptHm et BuHrini 
non rebellaflfe dif>uri, fed caofam Chriftianbrum fofceptari (Kot. ai f • 
p. ICO.). For the geography of the four Bufitt, fee Abulfeda (Defcript. 
.^^ypt. p. 9. verf. Michaelis. Oottingx, 1776, in ^^'% Michaelia 
(Not. 124—117. p. 5S — 63.), and d*Xnville (Memoiie fur TEgypte, jp, 
$5. 147. 105.)- 

(58) See Abulfeda ^Annal. Moflem. p. 136 — T45.), Eutychios (An- 
nii. torn. ii. p- 39t* verf. Pocock), Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 109— >i 
III.), Abulpbaragius (fliH. Dynaft. p. 134 — 140,), Roderic of Toledo 
(Hift. Arabum, c. 18. p. 33.)* Thcophanes (Chronogcaph. p. 356, 357. 
who fpeakt of the Abbaflidet under the names of Xvfao-ayirM and Mat^r 
f«^of04), and the Bibliotheque of d*Herbelot, in the articles of Ommiadei, 
ji^aJjidtSf Marvfin, Ibrahim f $affttbp jfhu Mojlem^ 
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Yet the thoufands who were fwept away by Rer^^^ 'f 
the fword of war might have been fpeedily re-ArD?75s. 
trievcd in the fucceeding generation, if the con- 
fequences of the revolution had not tended to 
diflblve the power and unity of the empire of 
the Saracens. In the profcription of the Om- 
miades, a royal youth of the name of Abdalrah- 
man alone efcaped the rage of his enemies, who 
hunted the wandering exile from the banks of . 
the Euphrates to the vallies^^ of mount Atlas. 
His prefence in the neighbourhood of Spain re- 
vived the zeal of the white faftion. The name 
and caufe of the Abbaffides had been firft vin- 
dicated by the Perfians : the Weft had been 
pure from civil arms ; and the fervants of the 
abdicated family ftill . held, by a precarious te- 
nure, the inheritance of their lands and the of- 
fices of government. Strongly prompted by gra- 
titude, indignation, and fear, they invited the 
grandfon of the caliph Hafliem to afcend the 
throne of his anceftors ; and in his* defperate 
condition, the extremes of rafhnefs and pru- . 
dence were almoft the fame. The acclamations 
of the people faluted his landing on the coaft of 
Andalufia ; and, after a fuccefsml ftruggle, Ab- 
dalrahman eftabliflied the throne of Cordova, 
and was the father of the Ommiades of Spain, 
who reigned above two hundred and fifty years 
from the Atlantic to the Pyrenees (39). He 
flew in battle a lieutenant of the Abbaffides, 
who had invaded his dominions with a fleet and 
army : the head of Ala, in fait and camphire,^ 
was fufpended by a daring meflfenger before the 
palace of Mecca ; and the caliph Almanfor re- 
joiced in his fafety, that he was removed by 

feas 

(39) ^^^ ^^ revoloTion ef 8psnA> cfinfult RoHeric of Toledo (c . 
xviit. f. S4.&c.)*che BiMiotbeca Arabko Hifpana (torn. ii. p. |o. 198. )> * 
aird CardeaiM (HUt. dc TAfai^uc ct 4c TEfpasde, torn. i. 180— 197, 
105. a7». 3«3, &c.). . ^ 
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feas and lands from fuch a formidable adverfa- 
ry. Their mutual defigns or declarations of of- 
fenfive war evaporated without efFeft ; but in- 
ftead of opening a door to the conqueft of Eu- 
rope, Spain was diffevered from the trunk of the 
monarchy, engaged in perpetual hoftility with 
the Eaft, and inclined to peace and friendOiip 
Triple AWu with the Chriftian fovereigns of Conftantinople 
«i? h«ie.* *^^ France. The example of the Ommiades was 
imitated by the real or fiftitious progeny of 
AU, the EdrifGtes of Mauritania, and the more 
powerful Fatimites of Africa and Egypt. In the 
tenth century, the chair of Mahomet was dif- 
puted by three caliphs or commanders of the 
faithful, who reigned at Bagdad, Cairoan, and 
Cordova, excommunicated each other, and 
agreed only in a principle of difcord, that a 
fedary is more odious and criminal than an 
unbeliever (40). 
Magnifi. Mecca was the patrimony of the line of 
cluphs, * ^ Hafhem, yet the Abbaffides were never tempted 
A-^- to refide either in the birth-place or the city 
750—9 <>• ^f ^j^g prophet. Damafcus was difgraced by 
the choice, and polluted with the blood of the 
Ommiades ; and after fome hefitation, Alman- 
for, the brother and fucceflbr of SafFah, laid 
the foundations of Bagdad (41), the Imperial 

feat 

(40) I (hall not ftop to refute iht ftrang^ errors and fancies of Sir 
Wiliiacn Temple (his work», vol. iii. p. ;)7 14—3^74. oAavo edition) and 
Voluire (Hiftuire Geaerale, c. xxviii. tojn.-it. p. 114, 115. edition <ie 
Laitfannr), concerning the divifion of the Sai'acen empire. The mif- 
takes of Voltaire proceeded from thtf want of knowledge or reflexion ; 
but Sir William was deceived by a Spanifli impoftor, who has framed an 
apcciyphal hiftory of the conqueft of Spain by tBe' Arabs. 

(41) Thcgeogsapherd'Anville (l'Euphrat:ect le Tigre, p. 111— 11^ ), 
and the Oricntalift d^Herbelot (Biblioiheque, p. 167, i68.)» ^*y fuffice 
for the knowledge of Bagdad. Our travellers, Pietro dclla Valle (tosn. 
i. p. 688 — 698.), Tavernier (torn. i. p. 430 — i38.)> Thevenot (part ii. 
p. 109 — 2ia.)> Otter (torn. i. p. 162 — 168.). and Nicbuhr (Voyage en 
Arable, torn. ii. p. 139^— Z7i>)» h ve fcen only its decay ; and the Nu> 
bian geographer (p S04.), and the travelling Jew, Benjamin of Tudela 

4 (Itinerarium, p. iji — 123. ^ Conft. r£mpereur, apud Elzevir, i6}3)» 
are the only writejra of my acquaintance, who have known B«gdad under 
^ the reign of the Abbafi^dea, 
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feat of his pofterity during a reign of five; 
hundred years (42). The chofen fpot is on 
the eaftern. bank. of the Tigris about fifteen 
miles above the ruins of Modain : the double 
wall wa§ of a circular form ; ^nd fuch was 
the rapid encreafe of a capital, now dwindled 
to a provincial town, that the funeral of a 
popular faint might be attended by eight hun- 
dred thoufand men and fixty thoufand women 
of Bagdad and the adjacent villages. In this 
cify of peace (43)* amidft the riches of the 
£aft, the Abbailides foon difdained the . abfti- 
nence and frugality of the firft caliphs, and 
afpired to emulate the magnificence of the 
Perfian kings. After his wars and buildings, 
Almanfor left behind him in gold and filver, 
about thirty millions fterling (44) ; and this 
treafure was exhaufted in a few years by .the 
vices or virtues of his children. His fgn Ma- 
hadi, in a fingle pilgrimage, to :Mec(;a, ex- 
pended fix millions of di^Says of gold. A pi- 
ous and charitable : motive may &nftify . the 
foundation of cifterns aiid- ciQtralvainrifrds, which 
he diftributed. along a^jpj^itfuif^^-oad.of feVen* 
hundred miles ; but his tt'jairi.of camels, laden 
with fnow, could ferVe only to ^ftonifh the 
natives of Arabia^ and to'rrefrefli the fruits and 

I liquors 

• / .■•.. ' ■ ' v^'.. )r ' ' : - 

(4ft) The fpundatiQiis. %f Bagdad .were laid A. H. 245, ,^. D. 769* 
Moftafem, the la(l of the Abbaflide's, wa^^ taken and put ttf dieath by the 
Taf tars, A. H. €^6, A. D.I 158, the wx*^ of February. / . 

(4.3) Medioat al SaUm, Dar a> SaUm^ yrbs pacis,.or as ic it mora 
neatly compounded by the Byzatitiite ' Writers; EipnyoffoX'tf -(Irenop'oli?). 
There i> fome dil^ute concerning the etymok>gy oi Bagdad, but the iirit 
fy liable is allowed to iignify a garden in the Perfian tongue j the garden 
of Dad, « Chriftian hermit^ whofe cell had been the only habitation on 
the fpot. ^ . .' - - 

(44) Reliquit in serario fexcenties milliea mille ftateret, et qoater et 
▼icies milliet milie aureos. £lmacin, Hift. Saracen. p,'ia6. 'I 
have reckoned the gold pieces at eight Shillings, and the proportion tA 
the filver as twelve to one. But I wiJl never anfwer fbr the notivbcrs of 
Erpenius |^ and the Latins are fcarcely above the favages in the l»ngua|re 
of arithmetic. 
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liquors of the royal banquet {45). The cour- 
tiers would furely praife the liberality of his 
grandfon Almamon, who gave away four-fifths 
of the income of a province, a fum of two 
millions four, hundred thoufand gold, dinars, 
before he drew his foot from the ftirrup. At 
the nuptials of the fame prince, a thoufand 
pearls of the largeft fize were fliowered on 
the head of the bride (46), and a lottery of 
- lands and houfes difplayed the capricious boun- 
ty of fortune. The glories of the court were 
brightened rather than impaired in the decline 
of the empire ; and a Greek ambaffador might 
admire or pity the magnificence of the feeble 
Moitader. *' The caliph's whole army/* fays 
the hiftorian Abulfeda, " both horfe and foot, 
** was uiider atms, which together made a 
^ body of one hundred and fixty thoufand 
^ mett* His ftate-officters, the favourite flaves, 
*' ftood near him in fplettdid appatel, their 
" belhs glittering with gold and gems. Near 
** them were feven thdufand eunuchs, four 
** thoufand of them white, the remainder black. 
^ The porters or door-keepers were in nam- 
" ber feven iiuftdred« Barges and boats, with 
** the moft fuperb ^lekrorations, werfe ^een 
** fi^'imttiing upon ^tbe Tigris* Mor was the 
** pt|)ace itfelf lefs fplendid, in which were 
" hung up thirty-eight thoufand pieces ofta- 
^ peftry,' twelve thoufand 'five . hundred of 
** which were of 111k embroidered with gold, 
** Th^ carpets on. the floor were twenty-two 

** thoufand. 

(45) D'Herbelpt, p. 530. Abulfeda', p. 154. Mivem Meceun tp* 
portavsit, rem tbi aut Aun^uam aut mifiime vifam 

(46) Abvlfeda, P.1S4. 169. defcribes the fplefidour «ai Lbecalii^ of 
AimMnoii. l4iiton has stlad«d to xh't* OikouI cuftooi t 

MhOr Kvbepe the gotfoous Eallf witb richeft haitd, 

Efeoweve 00 -ber lung* Barbaric pearls and gold. 
I have ufed the modern word lottery, to exprefs the Miffilia of w Koraaa 
emperors, which entitled to fome prize the perfon who caught tbem^ as 
they were thrown among the crowd. 
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** thoufand. An hundred lions were brought 
** out with a keeper to each lion (47). 
** Among the other fpeftacles of rare and 
** ftupendous luxury, was a tree of gold and 
** filver fpreading into eighteen large branches, 
** on which, and on the lefler boughs, fat a 
^ variety of birds made of the fame precious 
** metals, as well as the leaves of the tree, 
" While the. machinery affcfted fpontaneous 
** motions, the feveral birds warbled their 
" natural harmony. Through this fcene of 
*^ magnificence, the Greek ambaffador wa* 
*' led by the vifir to the foot of the caliph^s 
** throne (48J." In the Weft, the Ommiades 
of Spain fupported, with equal pomp, the ti- 
tle of commander of the faithful. Three miles 
from Cordova, in honour of his favourite 
fultana, the third and greateft of the AbdaU 
rahmans conftrufted the city, palace, and gar- 
dens of Zehar. Twenty-five years, and above 
three millions fterling, were employed by the 
founder : his liberal tafte invited the artifts of 
Conftantinople, the moft (kilful fculptors and 
architects of the age ; and the buildings were 
fuftained or adorned by twelve hundred co- 
lumns of Spanilh and African, of Greek and 
Italian marble: The hall of audience was en- 
crufted with gold and pearls, and a great 
bafon in the centre, was furrounded with 
the curious and coftly figures of birds and 
<juadrupeds. In a lofty pavilion of the gar- 
VoL. X. D dens, 

(47) When Bell of Antermony (Travels, vol. i. p. 99 ) acconipa« 
nied the Ruiiian ambalTador to the audience of the untortunate Shah 
Huflein of Pe:fuy nvo lions were introduced, to denote the power of 
the king over th« fie. ceil animals. 

(48) Abulfeda, p. 237. d'Herbelot, p. 590 This embaffy was re- 
ceived at Bagdad \. H. 305, A. D. 91*7. In the paiTage of Abulfeda, ( 
have u fed, wirh"fome variations, the t^ngltfli tranflatioo of the learned 
and amiable Mr^ Harris of Saliibary (PkjiIot<>gtcal Eu^uirles^ p. 363, 

364}- 
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dens, one of thefe bafons and fountains, fo dc^ 
lightful in a fultry climate, was repleniihed noH 
vrith water, but with the pureft quickfilver. The 
feraglio of Abdalrahman, hi& wives, concu* 
bines, and black eunuchs, amounted to fix 
tboufand three hundred perfons ; and he was^ 
attended to die field by a guard of twelve thou- 
fand horfe, whofe belts and fcymetars were 
fludded with gold (49). 
Its c<mfe- In a private condition, our defire& are per* 
Jn^trwdpetually repreflfed by poverty and fubordina* 
public bap- rioii J but the lives and labours of millions are 
^°* *' devoted to the fervice of a defpotic prince, whofe 
laws are blindly obeyed,, and whofe wifhes are 
inflantly gratified. Our imagination is dazzled 
by the fpTendid pidure ; and whatever may be 
tile cool diAates of reafon, there are few among 
us who would obflinatety refufe a trial of the 
comforts smd the cares of royalty. It may therefore 
be of fome ufe to borrow the experience of the 
fame Abdalrahman, whofe magnificence has per* 
Kaps excited our admiration and envy, and to- 
tranfcribe an authentic memorial which w:as^ 
found in the clofet of the deceafed caliph* 
" I have now reigned above fifty years itt 
*' vi&ory or peace ; beloved by my fubjefts, 
<^ dreaded by my enemies, and refpeded by 
^ my allies. Riches and honours, power and 
^ pleafure, have waited on my calP, nor does any 
^^ earthfly bleffing appear to have been wanting 
f* to my felicity. In this fituation, f have dili- 
^* gently numbered tfie days of pure and ge- 
•* nmne happinefs which have fallen- to my lot :: 
** they amount ta Fourteen 5 — O man!, place 

" not 

(49) Cardonne, Hiftuirede TAfriquc et it rEfpagfte/tdm. i. p. 330— 
336. A juft idea of the tafte and archicedure of the Arabians of Spain> 
may be conceived from the defcription and plates of the Alhd.Ttb.a of 
Granada (Swinburne*8 Travels,.- p. 171 — l£S.)» 
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*' not Ihy cdhfidiencc in this prefeht world (50).^' 
The liixufy of the caliphs, fo iifelefs to their 
pHvite happiilefs, relaxed the nerves, arid ter- 
itiinat'ed the ptogrefs bf the Arabian empire. 
iTeihporsll 2lfad fpiritual cphqiieft had been the 
fol6 occlipatloii of the jfiirft fucceffors of Maho- 
hiet ; 4nd after f applying themfelves with the 
neceflaries bf life, the whole revenue was fcirii- 
i)uIoull5r devoted to that falutary work. The 
Abt)affldes >^ere iihpoveriftied by the multitude 
of thieii* wants and their contempt of oeconomy. 
Inftead of purfuing the great objeft of ambition, 
their ieifure, their afFe(^ibris, the powers of their 
iriind, Virere diverted by pomp and pleafure : the 
rewards of valour were embezzled by women 
and feunuchs, arid the royal camp was encum- 
bered by the luxury of (he palace. A fimilar 
temper was difFufed arriorig the fubjefts of the 
caliph. Theif Aerri erithufiafm was fpftened by 
tiitte anci ptofperity : they fought riches in the 
occupations of indiiftry. Fame in the purfuits of 
litet-ktilre, and happihefs in the tranquillity bf 
domeftic life. War was no longer the pamon 
of the Saracens; and the encreafe of pay, the 
tepetition of donatives,* were infufficient to allure 
the pbfterity of thole voluntary champions who 
had crowded to the ftaridard of AbiiDeker ,and 
Omar for the hopes of fpoil and bf paradife. . 

Under the reign of the Ommiades, the ftudies ^'^^n'*^^"^' 
of the Moflems were confined to the interpreta- learning 
tion bf the Koran arid the (eloquence and poetry '^°JfJ^* 

D 2 of A. D. 7C4. 



(50) Cardonne, torn. i. p. 3Z9, 330. This confcflion, the complaints 
of S.>iomon of the vanity «f this world (read Prior's vcrbole but eloquent 
puem), and the happy ten days of the emperor Sighed (Rambler, N'204, 
aos-)* will be triumphantly quoted b^ the detrai^ors of human life. 
Their cxpcftatlbns are comtnonlv imnSoderate, their eftimatcs are feldom 
impaitial. If I miy fpeak of myftlf (the only perft>n of whotti I Aa 
fpeak With certainty), my happy hoQr^ have far exceecjed, and fir exceed, 
the fc^nty namberft of the caliph of Spaing and I (hall not fcrdple to 
add, thar many of them are dlxe to the pteafiog hboor of tlie ^pHefeht 
compofttion. 
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of their native tongue. A people continualljr 
expofed to the dangers of the field, muft effeen* 
the healing powers of medicine or rather of fur- 
gery : but the ftarving phyficians of Arabia mur- 
tnured a complaint, that exercife and temperance 
deprived them of the greatcfl part of their prac- 
tice (51). After their civil and dpmeftic wars, the 
fubjeftfi of the AbbafTides, awakening, from this 
mental lethargy, found leifure and felt curiofity 
for the acquisition of profane fcience. This 
fpirit was firft encouraged by the caliph Alman- 
for, who,: befides his knowledge of the Maho- 
metan law, had applied with fuccefs to the ftudy 
of aftronomy. But when the fceptre devolved 
to Almamon, the feventh of the Abbaffides, he 
completed the defigns of his grandfather, and 
invited the mufes from their ancient feats,. 
His ambaffadors at Conftantinople, his agents, 
in Armenia, Syria, and Egypt, coHefted the 
volumes of Grecian fcience i at his command 
they were tranflated by the moft fkilful inter- 
preters into the Arabic language: his fubjeflia 
were exhorted afliduoufly to perufe thefe in- 
ftruGive writings ^ and the fucceffor of Maho- 
met affifted with pleafure and modetly at the 
affembRes and difputations of the learned, " He 
** was not ignorant,*'* fays^ Abulpharagius, " that 
** tbey are the elefl: of God, his- beft and moft 
*' ufeful fervants, whofe lives are devoted to 
** the improvement of their rational faculties. 
*' The mean ambition of the Chinefe or the 
*' Turks may glory in the induftry of their 
•' hands or the indulgence of their brutal ap- 
•* petite*. Yet thefe dextrous artifts muft view> 

" with 

(.51) The G0rift'.n (|>. 2x9) relates the comreriiitton of Mahomet and 

M phyfician (Epiftol. Renaudot. in Fabriciut» Bibltot. Ctrxc. torn. L 

p. 814.). The prophn himrelf was (killed ip ihe art of medkine^ and 

Cagnicr (Vie de Mahomet, torn. iii. p« 394.-— 405.) has given an extr«& 

' of the aphorifms which are exiam under kit name. 
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** with hopelefs emulation, the hexagons and 
*' pyramids of the cells of a bee-hive (52): 
** thefe fortitudinous heroes are awed hy the 
*' fuperior fiercenefs of the lions and tigers ; 
*' and in their amorous enjoyments, they are 
** much inferior to the vigour of the ^roffeft 
'* and moft fordid quadrupeds. The teachers ^ 

^* of wifdom arc the true lum5narles and le- 
^* giflators of a world, which, without their 
*' aid, would again finlc in ignorance and bar- 
^ barifm {5^')** The zeal and curiofity of 
Almamon were imitated by fuccceding princes 
of the line of Abbas : their rivals, th^ Fati- 
mites of Africa and the Ommiades of Spain, 
were the patrons of the learned, as well as the 
commanders of ihe faithful : the fame royal ' 
prerogative was claimed by their independent 
•emirs of the proyiaees ^ and their emulatippL 
diffufed the tafte and the rewards of fcience 
from Samarcand and Bochara to Fez and Cbr- 
dova. The vifir of a fuitaft coftf^rat-cd a fun> 
of two hundr^ thoufand pieces of gold to 
the foundation of a college at Bagdad,, which 
be eijdowed with an anauai revenue of fifteen 
thoufand dinar-s. The fruits of inftruftiori were 
communicated, perhaps at different times, t<5 
fix thoufand difciples of every degree, frpni 
the fon of the noble tp th^t of the mechanic: 

g fufRfciei^ 

^5t) Se« the cunow trcbUeaurt in Reaumur (Hift. 6ea Tnf(^w, 
torn. v« MStnoHre vuu). Tbefe hcvaftons are elofed by a pyramid ; the • 
aaglcf of (be tkree ildef of a Amilar pyrani'd, fuch as would accomplii^ 
the giycn end with the fmalleft qu^tntity poflible of materials,, verc dc- 
terznioed by a naachematician, at {09'ciegroe8 26 minutea for tb« largea, 
70 dqgrres 34 minutes for the fmaller* The adual mcafure is 109 dt" 
$r^cs aS minutes, 70 degrees ^s jBiinutes . Yet this perfe^ harmony 
raifes the work at tlie evpeoce of the artift : the bce& are not maft^is of 
Xranfeend^nt ^qmetry. 

(53) S»ed Ftm Ahmedt cadhi of Toledo, who died A H. 46^. A. D» 
IA69, has furntihed Abulpharagius (DynaA. p. 160 ) with this curioua 
paflTage, ag wefl as with the text of Pococic • Specimen Hiftoriae Arabum. 
A number of literary anecdotes of xphilolbphers, phyAcians, See. who 
have flouiiflied onder each caliph, form the pnncip«l merit of the Dyna^ 
^liee of Abuipharagivi, 
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a fufficicnt allowance was provided for the in- 
digent fcholars ; and the merit or ir^duftry of 
tb^ prpfipflprs was repaid with adequate fti- 
pends. ^n every city the produdions of Ara- 
bic literature were copied and cpllefted by the 
curiofity of the ftudious and the vanity of the 
rich. A private doAqr refqfed the invitation 
of the fultan of Bochara, becaufe the carriage 
of hjs books would have required fpui* hun- 
dred camels. The royal library of the Fati- 
mites. confifted of one hundred thqufand ma- 
nufcripts, elegantly tranfcribed ' and fplendidly 
bound, '^jrhich were lent, without jealpufy or 
avarice, to the ftiidents of Cairo. Yet this 
coUeftion muft appear moderate, if we can be- 
lieve that the Ommiades of Spain had formed 
a library of fix hundred thoufand volumes, 
forty-four of whicji were employed in the mere 
catalogue. Th^ir capital, Cordova, with the 
adjacent tpwns pf Malaga, Almeria,, and Mur- 
ciaj had given birthi to more than.tb^-ee hw- 
ared jwrjiters, and above fev^nty public, libra- 
ries were opened in the cities of the Andalu- 
fian tihgdpm,. . The age of Arabijin learning 
continued aljout five I^undred year^, till the 
great eruptipn of the Moguls, and was coaeval 
with the darkeft and moft flothfiil period o( 
Eurpp^aix annals; b^t f\nce the fun of fc^enc^ 
has arifen in the Weft, it fhould feem that 
the Oriental (Indies have languifhed and de- 
cUi\ed (54)- 
jhcir real ' In the libraries of th^ Arabians, as in thofe 
'hTi^' « ^^ Europe, the far greater part of the innu- 
* "^ *'^"*^"* merable volumes were poffeffed only of local 

valy^ 

(S4) Tb'^/c literary anecdotes are borrowed from the BIbliotUeci Arji- 
bico-Hifpana (torn. ii. p. 38, 71. Q^o\, 20z.), Leo AfricaQus (de Amb^ 
MedicU et PbllofophiS) m Fabric. Bibliot Gra?c. torn, i^iii. p. 159-:^ 
198. particularly p. 274 ), and Renaudot (Hift. Patriarch. Alex, p.^74, 
^75* 53^) 5.37 )? befidei the chronological remarks of Abu,!flMr4jg*u^ 
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value or imaginary n^erit (55). The fhelves 
were crowded with orators and poets, whofe 
ftyle was adapted to the taile and manners of 
their countrymen ; with general and partial 
hiftories, which ^ach revolvmg generation fup- 
plied with a new harveft of perfons and events^; 
with codes and commentaries of jurifprudence, 
which derived their authority from the law of 
the prophtt ; with the interpreters of the Ko- 
ran, and orthodox tradition j and with the 
whole theological tribe, polemics, myftics, fcho- 
laftics, and moralifts, the firft or the laft of 
writers, according to the different eftimate of 
fceptics or believers. The works of fpecula- 
.tion or fcience may be reduced to the four 
claffes'of philofophy, mathematics, aftrpnomy, 
and phyfic. The lages of Greece were tranf- 
lated and illuflrated in the Arabic language, 
and fome treatifes, now Joft in the original, 
have been recovered in the verfions of the 
Eaft (56), which poflefled and ftudied the 
writings -of Ariftotle and Plato, of Euclid and 
Apollonius, of Ptolemy, Hippocrates, and Ga- 
len (57). Among tne ideal fyftems, which 

have 

(55) The Ataxic caalognt of thr Bfcpnai w^l f We a J4)ft id^a of the 
prppor^on of tbe ^USfs, hi the library of Caifo, the MSS. of aftrono^ny 
4nd medicine amounted to 6500, with two fair globes, tht one of brafi, 
the other of fiiTer .( Bthliot, Avb. Hi/p. topa. i. p. 4> 7< )• 

(c6) As fpr inilanc^, the fifth, itxth^ and feventh books (thr eighth 
h ftill wanting) oifthe ConicSe^ontof Apollonifis Pergsus, which were 
prinU^ from the .Florence ffS. i6j6j (fabric. Bihliot. GT«:c.ti)m. ii. 
9* SS9*)* ^'^ ^^^ ^'^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^1^ previoufly re(>ored by the mathe- 
inadcal dirinaCton of Viviani (fee hit eloge in PofUenclle, torn. y. p. 59, 
fee.). 

(57)Themeruof the/c Arabic verfions is freely dtfcuiTed by Renaudpt 
^Fabric. BibKvt; Ar2%. Hifpana, com« i. p. lis.— Si6.)>aad.pioufly dA- 
fended^by Cafiri (Bibliot, Arab. Hifpana, torn. i. p-l38 — X4o.}* My>tt 
of the veitiona of Piato, Ariftotle, Hippocrates, Galen, &c. are aC ribed 
to Honain, a phyfician of the Neftorlan fedl, who flouriihed at Bagdad in 
^e coMtof |he caliphs^ »^i4^td A* D. £76. He was ac the he»U of a 
fchool or manufa^ure of tranHations, and the works of his Tons and 
iHfciptes were puhliih^d tv'^d^r his oapie. Sfe Abutpharagius (Oyna^. 
p. 68. 115. I7i^-i7'4. and apud Adcm^n, Biblior. Orient, torn. li. 
P- 438 )> 4'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientale. p» 456.), AlTrman (Ribliot. 
Orient, torn. iii..p. 164.), and C^firi (Bibliot. Arab. Hifpana, torn, i 
p 23?^ &c, Z5i« ftS6 — 290.' 3o». 3049 &c.]. 
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have varied with the fafliion of the times, the 
Arabians adopted the philofophy of the Stagi- 
rite, alike intelligible or alike obfcure for the 
' readers of every age, Plato wrote for the Athe- 
nians, and his allegorical genius is too clofely 
blended with the language and religion of 
Greece. After the fall of that religion, the 
Peripatetics, emerging from their obfcurity, 
prevailed in the controverfies of the Oriental 
fefts, and their founder was long afterwards 
reftored by the Mahometans of Spain to the 
Xatin fchools (58), The phyfics, both of the 
Academy and the Lycaeum, as they are built, 
not on obfervation, but on argument, have 
retarded the progrefs of real knowledge. The 
metaphyfics of infinite, or finite, fpirit, have 
too often been enlifted in the fervice of fu- 
perftition. But the human faculties are for- 
tified by the art and pradice of dialectics ; the 
ten predicaments of Ariftotle, colied and me- 
thodife our ideas (59), and his fyllogifm is the 
keeneft weapon of difpute. It was dextroufly 
wielded in the fchools of the Saracens, but a$ 
it is more effeSual for the deteftion pf error 
than for the inveftigation of truth, it is not fiir- 
prifing that new generations of maft^fs and 
difciples fliould ftill revolve in the faiqetcircle 
of logical argument. The mathematics are dif- 
tinguiflied by a peculiar privilege, that, in the 
courfe of ages, they may always advance, and 
can never recede. But the ancient geometry, 
if I am not piifinformed, was refumed in the 
fame (late by the Italians of the fifteenth cen- 

. turyj 

(5S] See Mofhetm, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. iSi. 214. 236. 257. 

315- 338' 39^» 43«» *C' 

( 59) The moft elegant commentary on the Categortei or Predictmentt 
of Ariftotle, may be found in the Phtlofophicai Arrangements of Mr« 
Jamet Harris (London, 17759 in o£tavo), who laboured to revive tbf 
Budics of Grecian literature and philofophy* '"^ 
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tury ; and whatever may be the origin of the 
name, the fcience of algebra is afcribed to the 
Greeian Diophantus by the modeft teftimony 
of the Arabs themfelves (60). They cultivated 
with more fuccefs the fublime fcience of aftro- 
nomy, which elevates' the mind of man to dif- 
dain his diminutive planet and momentary ex- 
iftence. The coftly inftruments of obfervation 
were fupplied by the caliph Almamon, and the 
land of the Chaldaeans ftill afforded the fame 
ipacious level, the fame unclouded horizon. 
In the plains of Sinaar, and a fecond time in 
thofe of Cufa, his mathematicians accurately 
meafured a degree of the great circle of the 
earth, and deti^rmined at twenty-four thoufand 
miles the entire circumference of our globe (61). 
From the reign of the Abbaffides to that of the 
grand children of Tamerlane, the ftars, without 
the aid of glafles, were diligently obferved ; 
and the agronomical tables of Bagdad, Spain, 
and Samarcand (62), correft fome minute er- 
rors, Without daring to renounce the hypothefu 
of Ptolemy, without advancing a ftep towards 
the difcovery of the folar fyftem. In the eaftern 
courts, the truths of fcience could be recom- 
mended only by ignorance and folly, and the 

aftronomer 

(60) AbulpfaaragEiui, Dynaft. p. St. 222. Bikliot. Arab. Hlfp. torn. 
% ?• 37^ S7^' '° quem (fays the primate of the Jacobites ) fi immi- 
feric le leAor, oceanum hoc in genere (slgebra) inveniet. The time of 
Diophantus of Alexandria is unknown, but his fix books are ftill extant, 
and have been siluftrated by the Greek Planudet and the Frenchman Me- 
siriac (Fabric. Bibliot. Grxc. torn. IV. p. it— 15.). 

(61) Abulfeda (Anoal, Moilem. p. 2io» iii* vtx(, Rei&e) de- 
frnbes this operation according to Ibn Challecan, and the beft hiftorians. 
This degree moft accurately contains 200,000 royal or Ha(bemit« cubittj 
which Arabia had derived from the facred aod legal pr'a^ica both of 
Patcftine and Egypt. This ancient cubit is repeated 400 times in each 
bafis of the great pyramid, and fcemt to indicate the primitive and 
ttnsverfal meafures of the £aft. See the Metrologie of the laborioui 
Mr. Paudon, p. 101— 195. 

(6a) See the Aftronomical Tablet of Ulugh Begh, with the preface 
of Dr. Hyde« io the ift volwne of hit Syntagma Diflertationiuny 
Ojieo. 1767. 



/ 
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ilftronomer would have been difregarded, had h^ 
pot debafed his wifdom or honefty by the vain 
predidions of aftrology (63), But in the fci- 
ence of medicine, the Arabians have been 
defervedly applauded. The names of Mefua and 
Gebf r, of Kazis and Avicenna, are ranked 
with the Grecian majters ; in the city of Bag- 
dad, eight hundred and fixty phyficians were 
iicenfed to e?:ercife their lucrative profef- 
fions (64} : in Spain, the life of the jCatholiq 
princes was entrufted to the (kill of the Sara- 
f:ens (^5), and the fchool of Salerno, their 
legitimate offspring, revived in Italy and Europe 
jhe precepts of the healing art (66). The fuc- 
jcefs of each profeffor muft have been influenced 
by perfonal and accidental caufes ; but we may 
form a lefs fanciful eftimate of their g^nersS 
knowledge of ajiatpmy (67), botany (68), and 
jchemiftry (69), the threefold bafis of their theory 

. and 

(6^) The truth of Aftrology was allowed hj Albumazar, and the beft 
mi tht. Arabum aftroaomet«, who 4rtw their mofr certaia pre4tAion5« 
not from Venoi or Mfitcury, but from Jupiter and the fun (AbuJphara||. 
'bynaft. p. i6i — 1^30* For the ftate and fcience of the Perfian aftro- 
uomttt, feeCbardin (Vojriget en Perfe, torn. iti. p« 1 6ft— 103 )• 

(64] 9ib)iot. Arabico.-Hiipapa> torn. i. p. 438. The origioal relates 
a pleafant tale, of an ignorant but harmlefs practitioner. 

(^0 (Q ^M 7«4r ^$6, Sxncta the ^t, kipg of Leqn, WM .cored by the 
.phyficiarts of Cordova (Mariana, I. viii. c. 7. torn. i/p. 318.)* 
' (66) Tbe fchool of Salerno, and the introdu£lion of the Arabian 
fciencet into Italy, are difcuflTed with learning and jodgmeot by Muracori 
(Antiquitat. Italis BAedii i£vi. torn. iii. p. 932—940.) and Giaai^onc 
(liloria Civile di Napolif torn. ii. p. 119—117 ). 

(67) hec a good view of the progrefi of anatomy in Wotton (RV 
fledlioos on ancient and modern Learning, p. 20 3 — 156.). His repu- 
tation has been unworthily depteciated by the wiis in the coptroverfy of 
Boyle and Bentley. 

(6S) B^bliot. Arab. HiCpanica, toip. i. p. 275. ^\ Beithar of Ma- 
iaga> their grfj^tei^ bot^i^ift, had travelled into Africa, Perfia ai^d 
'India, * . ' 

(6,9) Dr. Watfon (Elements of Chemi(lry, vo'. i, p. 17, &c.) allocs 
,$Yit tffglti'^ tpci'xx. of the i^rabiaps.. Yet he (quotes the modeft f;onfe(^Qn 
.jf thf f^^npAis G^ber of the ixtb century (d'Herbeiot, p. 387.)* that l)e 
,^x^ drawj) pnpjl of his £piencej» perhaps of the.tianr/nutalion of metali, 
trom'tne ancient fages. Whatever might bf the origin or extent of 
.tbejr' Igiavifirdge, the fft9 ^f chepiiftry and alchymy appear to have 
^ ^efen known in Egypt at Icaft ^hree hondj-.ed years before Mahomet 
* (Wouon's 'Re*fjc£irbns,'p. 121 — 133. Pauw, Kecnercties fyr le^ ^SJfPi*" 
ens et les Cbinois,. torn. i. p» 376— •429*)^ 
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and praf|:|ce. A fuperftitipus reverence for 
the dead confined both tl^e Greeks and the 
Arabian^ Xq the diffeftiop of sipes ^nd quadru- 
peds ; the Tppre folid ^n4 yifible p^rts /w^re 
known in the time of ^alen, and tjbe iiner 
icTfitiny of xk^. hufn^ frajpe w^s referyed for 
the . inicrpfcope and the iiyefl:ipn$ of qwdern 
jirtifts. Botany is ^n ^iye fpience, suid t^e 
difcoveri^s of tne to^rjd zjc^ne, might enrich tk^ 
herbal of Diofcprifies tvitj^ tvfo thoufi^d plapjsi. 
3omp traditionary knowledge n^ight be fecrete4 
in the temples an4 mon'after^e^ of E^ypt j fni?cl> 
ufeful experience hfd beei^ . ^cquirec^ m the 
praftice of arts and maQufa^^ures j but the fcU 
ence of chemiftry owes its o|-igin ai^d improve^ 
paent to thje induftry of the ^arapens. They 
firft invented and named the alembic for th? 
purpofes of di/lillation, anajyfe^ flje fubtt2^fice§ 
of the tjiree kingdoms of n^ljurje^ ti^ed the 
diftinftipn and amniti^ of 2^1c^is and qcid^ 
and cDnvprtp4 tjie ppifonqus.miiiifrals, intq.ibff 
and faliitary medicines. But.^lie moft pager 
fearch of Arabi^ chemiftry ^^|; tl>e trj^pffnijr 
tatiai\ of metals, and the . el^ir. of iramort^ 
health: th^ reafon and the fortunes pf .thou>- 
fands v/ere evaporated in thi^-xrycfbles of aJLchy- 
my,' ^^4 th^e cpnfumm^tp;^ of ^he groat ..\fpjrk 
w^s pyomptfd by the woiitby-.aid pf..i35iyttarj% 
fable, andJuperftition., ...... f. /! .1: 

]^M,t tbe.Mpflv^iWS deprived themfelvef^9f: t|%e wa^^^^^ 
princijjal benefits of a familiar intercourfe'with uL! and 
Greece and Rome, the knowledge of antiquity, ^««*^o"*- 
the purity of tafte, and thefreedjpjn.of tfeoiught. 
Confident in thp riches of their native' t9ngy^, 
the Arabians, difdained theAudy of .any foreign 
idiom; The Greek interpreters t^^tf, }%^%P 
among their Chriftian fubjeSs.; they fofGied 
their tr^nflations, fpiQcpOies on th? QXXg^%\ 

- teget, 
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text, more frequently perhaps on a Syriac ver- 
fion : and in the crowd of aftronomers and 
phyficians, there is no example of a poet, an 
orator, or even an hiftorian, being taught to 
fpeak the language of the Saracens (70). The 
mythology of Homer would have provoked the 
abhorrence of thofe ftern fanatics : they pof- 
feffed in lazy ignorance the colonies of the 
Macedonians, and the provinces of Carthage 
and Rome: the heroes of Plutarch and Livy 
ivere buried in oblivion ; and the hiftory of the 
world before Mahomet was reduced to a fhort 
legend of the patriarchs, the prophets, and the 
Perfian kings. Our education in the Greek 
and Latin fchools niay have fixed in. our minds 
a ftandard of exclufive tafle; arid I am not 
forward to condemn the literature arid judgment 
of nations, of whofe language ; I am ignorant. 
Yet I know that the claffics have much to teach, 
and I believe that the Orientals have much to 
learn: the temperate dignity of ftyle, the 
graceful proportion of art, the forms of vifible 
and intelleftual beauty, the juft delineation of 
charafter and jf)affioh, the rhetoric t)f narrative 
and argument, the regular fabric of epic and 
dramatic poetry (71)! . The influence of truth 
^nd reafon is of a lefs ambiguous complexion. 
'The philofophers of Athens and Rome enjoyed 
the.,bleffmgs, and afferted the rights of civil and 
religious freedom./' Their moral ^^4 political 

; • wmmgs 

(70) Abulpharagitii' (Dynaft f . ft6. 148.^ mf!rsi\<m9 % $yrisc ver^cn. 
•f Hoin«r*8 two f>o«inff^ 'bjr Theopbilu<» a'Cbr^ftiap-MAronite of 
mount Libaout, who profeiTe^ aflroaomy at Roha or EdeiTa towardi the 

: end of Clie vitith ceAtuiy, 'Hia>work would be a literary cuHo(tty. I 
haye nead {bmewbercy but I dp not briieve, tl^t Pl«ta>ch*i Uvea were 
Cfanllatcd into Turkish for the ufe of Mahomet the Yerond. 

(71) I have pcrufe^, w:th moch pleafute, Sir WiiHaai Joiiea'a Lat«n 
Commentary on Afiatic poetry (London, 1774. in o£tavo), which waa 
corapofed in the youth or that wonderful Itngutfi. At prefent, in the 

.n^ority of hia ufte and judgment, he would perhaps abate of the 
fervent, and even partial, praife which he h*a beftvwed on thf 
OricAUls. 
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writings might have gradually unlocked the 
fetters of Eaftern defpotifm, diffufed a liberal 
fpirit of enquiry and toleration, and encourag- 
ed the Arabian fages to fufpeft thaif their caliph 
was a tyrant and their prophet an impoftor (72). 
The inllinft of fuperftition was alarmed by the 
introduftion even of the abftraO: fciences j and 
the more rigid doftors of the law condemned 
the rafli and pernicious curlofity of Alma- 
mon(73). To the thirft of martyrdom, the 
vifion of paradife, and the belief of predefti- 
nation, we muft afcribe the invincible enthufi- 
afm of the prince and people. And the fword of 
the Saracens became lefs formidable, when their 
youth was drawn away from the camp to the 
college, when the armies of the faithful prefum* 
ed to read and to refleft. Yet the foolifh vanity 
of the Greeks was jealous of their ftudies, and 
reludantly imparted the facred fire to the Bar- 
barians of the Eaft (74). 

In the bloody conflift of the Ommiades and Wart of 
Abbaffides, the Greeks had ftolen the oppor- ^I2u "' 
tunity or avenging their wrongs and enlarging g*«nft the 
their limits. But* a fevere retribution was ex.^°A.*a 
afted by Mohadi, the third caliph of the new 78*--«o5- 
dynafty, who feized in his turn the favourable 
opportunity, while a woman and a child, Irene 
and Conftantine, were feated on the Byzantine 
throne. An army of ninety -five thoufand Per- 
fians and Arabs was fent from the Tigris to 

the 



(-2)-Amongt1ie Arabian phitofophevs, Aver roes hat been accufcd of 
defpifingtbe religions of the Jews, the Chriftians, and the Mahometans 
(fee his article in Ba3r1e*s Dt^ioaary). Each of thefe fc6ls wouid agrn* 
that in two inftancet dot of tiirre, hit contempt was reafooable* 

(73) D*Herbelot, Btblioth^que Orientale, p. 546. 

(74) ^O^iXOf AT«]rov KftVAQ II TtlV TOtf WTW yVVTlV, h QV TO VtffJUMtt 

ymq Btw/Mk^iTM ixhrof vomm TOt; t&vsTi, Sec, Cedrenoa, p. 548. who 
relates how minfully the emperor refufed a mathematician totheinftan- 
ces and oflTen of the caliph Almamon. This abfuid fcruple is exprefTed 
almoft in the fame words, by the continuator of Theophanci (Scriptorcs 
poft Theophanem, p ii8)« 
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the Thracian Bofphorus, under the command 
of Harun (75), or Aaron, the fecbrid foil of 
the commander of the faithful. His encamp- 
ment on the oppofite heights of Chryfopolis 
or Scutari, informed Irene, in her palace of 
Conftantinople, of the lofs of her troops and 

{Provinces. With the cohfent or connivance of 
heir fovereign her ihinifters fubfcribed ah ig- 
nominious peace ; and the exchange of foirie 
royal gifts could hot difguife the annual tribute 
of feventy thoufand dinars of gold, which was 
impofed on the Roman empire. The Saracens 
had too raflily advanced into the midft of a 
diftant and hoftile land : their retreat was foli- 
citied by the promife of feithful guides and 
plentiful markets ; and not a Greek had courage 
to whifper, that their wearv forces might be 
furrounded and deftroyed in their neceflary 
pallage between a flippery mountain and the 
river Sangarius. Five years after this expedi- 
tion, Harun afcended the throne of his father 
and his eldeft brother ; the moft powerful and 
vigorous monarch of his race, illuftrious in the 
Weft, as the ally of Charieinagne, and familiar 
to the moft childifli readers, as the perpetual 
hero of the Arabian tales. His title to the 
name of Al Rajhid (the juji) is ihllied by the 
extirpation of the generous, |)erhaps the inno- 
cent, Barmecides j yet he could liften to the 
complaint of a poor widow who had been pil- 
laged by his troops, and who dared, in a pafTage 
of the Koran, to threaten the inattentive defpot 
with the judgment of God and pofterity. His 
court was adorned with luxury and fcience; 

but, 

(75) Seethe reiga and chara^er of Hariin al RafKiS, ih the BlbJio- 
^hequs Orientals, p. 431— 433« under hit proper title ^ and in the te- 
lative articles to which M. d'Herbelot refers. That learned colledlor 
has fhewrt much tafle in ftripping the Oriental chronicles ol: their io- 
ftxu^tive and aroufing anecdotes. 
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buf, in 2t r^ign of three-and-twenty years, 
Hartiii repeatedly vifited his provinces froni 
Chorafsm to Egypt ; nine times he performed 
the pilgfimage of Mecca ; eight times he 
invaaed the territories of the Romans ; and 
as often as they declined the payment ot 
fhef fribiite, they were taught to feel that a 
inoiith of depredation was more coftly than a 
year of fubmiflion. But when the unnatural 
mother of Conftantine was depofed and banifli- 
cd, her fucceflTor Nicephorus refolved to oblite- 
rate this badge of fervitude and difgrace. Tlie 
epiftle of the emperor to the caliph was pointed 
with an allufion to the game of chefs, which 
had already fpread from Perfia to Greece. 
" The queen (he fpoke of Irene) confidered 
*' you as a rook and herfelf as a pawn. That 
*' pufillariimous female fubmitted to pay a 
*' tribute^ the double of which Ihe ought to 
•' have exafted from the Barbarians. Reftore 
*^ therefore the fruits of your irijuftice, or abide 
** the determination of theJword." At thefe 
words the aihbaiTadors caft a bundle of fwords 
before the foot of the throne. The caliph 
fmiled at the menace, and drawing his fcymetar, 
fatnfdmab^ a weapon of hiftoric or fabulous re- 
nown^ he cut aluhder the feeble arms of the 
Greeks, without turning the edge, or endan- 
gering the temper, of his blade. He then 
diftated an epiftle of tremendous brevity : ** In 
" the name of the moft merciful God, Harun 
" al Rafliid^ commander of the faithful, to 
*' Nicephorus, the Roman dog. I have read 
*^ thy letter, O thou.fon of an unbelieving 
" mother. Thou Ihalt not hear, thou fhak 
^* behold my reply.** It was written in charac- 
ters of blood and fire on the. plains of Phrygia ; 
and the warlike celerity of the Arabs cpuld only 
be checked by the arts of deceit and the fliew 

of 
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of repentance. The triumphant caliph retired, 
after the fatigues of the campaign, to his fa- 
vourite palace of Racca on the Euphrates (76) ; 
but the diftance of five hundred miles, and the 
inclemency of the feafon, encouraged his ad- 
verfary to violate the peace. Nicephorus was 
aftoniflied by the bold and rapid march of the 
commander of the faithful, who repaffed, in 
the depth of winter, the fnows of mount 
Taurus : his ftratagems of policy and war were 
exhaufted ; and the perfidious Greek efcaped 
with three wounds from a field of battle over- 
fpread with fprty-thoufand of his fubjefts. Yet 
the Emperor was afliamed of fubmiffion, and 
the caliph was refolved on viftory. One hun- 
dred and thirty-five thoufand regular foldiers 
received pay, and were infcribed in the military 
roll; and above three hundred thoufand per- 
fons of every denomination marched under the 
black ftandard of the Abbaflides. They fwept, 
the furface of Afia Minor far beyond Tyana 
and Ancyra, and inverted the Pontic Hera- 
clea(77), once a flourifliing (late, now a pal- 
try town ; at that time capable of fuftaining in 
her antique walls a month's fiege againft the 
forces of the Eaft. The ruin was complete, 
the fpoil was ample ; but if Harun had been 
converfant with Grecian ftory, he would have 
regretted the ftatue of Hercules, whofe attri- 
butes, the club, the bow, the quiver, and the 

lion's 



{jfi) For xht fituation of Racca, the old Nicephorium, confult 
4*Anvilte (TEupbrate et le Tigre, p 24-027.). The Arabia^- Nights 
jreprefeni Harun al RaHiid as almoft ftationary in Bag!dad. He refpef^ei 
the royal feat of the Abbaffities, but the vices of the inhabitants bad 
driven him from the ciiy (Abulfed. Annal. p. 167.). 

(7-) M". de Tourncfort, in his coaftiilg voyage from Con (^antinople 
to Trebizond, pafTed a night at Heraclra or Eregri. His eye furveye'd 
the picfefit ilate, his reading collected the antiquities, of the city 
(Voyage dto Levant, torn. iii. lettre xvi. p. %3— -35.)* ^^ h»ve a fepa- 
rate hiHory of Heraclea in the fragments of Mefflnoni which are pre« 
ferved by Photiua. 
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lion's hide^ were fculptured in maflfy ffold. 
The progrefs of defolsition by fea and land, 
from the Edxine to the ifle of Cyprus^ com* 
pelled the empieror Nicephorus to retradt his 
haughty defiance. In the new treaty, the 
ruins of Heraclea were left for ever as a leflbn 
and a trophy; and the coin of the tribute 
was marked .with the image and fuperlcrip- 
tion of Harun and his three fons (78). Yet 
this plurality of lords might contribute to re- 
move the diflionour of the Roman name. Af* 
ter the death of their father, the heirs of the 
caliph were involved in civil difcord, and the 
conqueror, the liberal Almamon, was fu& 
ficiently engaged in the reftoration of domes- 
tic peace, and the introduction of foreign 
fcience. 

Under the reign of Almamon at Bagdad, of ^« ^^ 
Michael the Stammerer at Conftantinople, the ifleofOcM^ 
iflands of Crete (79) and Sicily were fubdued^*^***** 
by the Arabs. The former of thefe conqueftt 
is difdained by their own writers, who were 
ignorant of the fame of Jupiter and Minos^ 
but it has not been overlooked by the Byzaili- 
• tine hiftorians, who now begin to caft a dearer 
light on the affairs of their own times (8o). A 

Vol. X. E band 



(78) The wars of Harnn a^ Kafhi^ againft the Roman trnpire^ art 
related by Theophanei (p. 384, 395. 391. 396. 4Q7» 4o9.)> Z;enarat 
(torn. u. 1. XV. p. 11$. Ii4.)t Cedrenut (p. 477, 47S-)» Kutycbine 
( Annal. torn. ii. p. 40 .), Elmacin (Hift Saracen, o. 136. 151, 1$%.}, 
Abalpha:agiai (Dynaft. p. 147. 151 }» and Abulfeda (p. 156. 16$ 

(79) The authors from whom I have icaroed the moft of the ancient 
and modern ftate of Crete, are Eelon (Obfcrvationa, ftc« C. 3— lo. 
Paris, is55)f Tonrnr fort (Voyage du Levant, torn. i. lettre ii. cc ita.)^ 
and Meurfias (Cksta, in his woika. torn. iii. p* 34>~$44*)* Al- 
though Crete is Ayled by Homer Thufa, by Dionyfius X<««fn « Um 
tu0m(, 1 caonnt con* eive that mounuinous ifland to forptfs» or even to 
equal, in fertility the greater part of Spain. 

(80) The moft authentic and circomftantial intcllifeMC ii ohtliM4 
from the four hooks of the Continuation of Thcnpfaaaes, compiled by 
the pen or the command of Conftantiat PorphffO|enitM| with the Life 
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band of Andalufian volunteers, difcontentetf 
with the climate or government of Spain, ex* 
plored the adventures of the fea ; but as they 
failed in no more than twenty gallies, their 
warfare muft be branded with die name of 
piracy. As the fubjeds and fedaries of the 
white party, they might lawfully invade the 
dominions of the Hack caliphs*. A rebellious 
faflion introduced them into Alexandria (8 1); 
they cut in pieces both friends and foes, pil- 
laged the churches and mofchs, fold above fix 
thoufand Chriftian captives, and maintained 
their ftation in the capital of Egypt, till they 
were oppreffed by the forces and prefence of 
Almamon himfelf. From the mouth of the 
Nile to the Hellefpont, the iflands and fea-coafts 
both of the Greeks and Moflems were expofed 
to their depredations; they faw, they envied^ 
they tailed, the fertility of Crete, and foon re- 
turned with forty gallies to a more ferious at- 
4tack. The Andalufians wandered over the land 
fearlefs and unmolefted; but when they de- 
fcended with their plunder to the fea-ihore^ 
their veflels were in flames, and their chief, 
Abu Caab, confefled himfelf the author of the« 
mifchie£ Their clamours accufed his madnefs 
CT treachery. " Of what do you complain ?** 
replied the crafty emir. " I have brought you 
" to a land flowinjg with njilk and honey. Here 
^ i$,your true country ; repofe from your toils, 
** and forget the barren place of your nativity.*' 

"And 

T 

ef htf father Bafii the Macedonian (Scrlptorei poll Tbeophanem, p. i— 
»6ft. k Frandfe* Conbefis, Paris, 1^85); The loft of Crete and 
Sicily-ii related, 1. ii. p. 46—52. To thefe we may add. the fecondary 
evidence of Jofeph Genefins fl. ii, p. 21. Veoet. 1733), George Cedre- 
ati» (Compcnd. p. 5o6-~50fi.)9 and John Scylitzes Curopalaca (apud 
Baron. Anna). Ecclef. A. D. 847. N° 24, &c.). But the modern 
Greclkt arefuch notoriout pUgiarictj that I fhould only quote a plurality 
•f names. 

(81) Renaudot (HiA* Patriarch. Alex. p. 251^256. 26S — 270.> 
Ims defcrihed the ravagei of the Andalufian Arabs in Egypt, but has for- 
got to cunneft them with the conqueft of Crete. 
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^* And our wives and children?" ** Your 
" beauteous captives will fupply the place of 
•* your wives, and in their embraces you will 
** foon become the fathers of a new progeny.*' 
The firft habitation was their camp, with a 
ditch and rampart, in the bay of Suda j but aii 
apoftate monk led them to a more defirable 
pofition in the eaftern parts; and the name of 
Candax, their fortrefs and colony, has been 
extended to the whole iflarid, under the corrupt 
and modern appellation of Candia. The hun- 
dred cities of the age of Minos were diminiflied 
to thirty ; and of thefe, only one, moft proba- 
bly Cydonia, had courage to retain the fubftance 
of freedom and the profeffion of Chriftianity. 
The Saracens of Crete foon repaired the lofs 
of their navy ; and the timbers of mount Ida 
were launched into the main. During an ho- 
ftile period, of one hundred and thirty-eight 
years, the princes of Conftaminople attacked 
thefe licentious corfairs with fruitlefs curfes and 
incflFeftual arms.. 

The lofs of Sicily (82) was occafioncd by anjjj^^^ ®* 
a£t of fuperftitious rigour. An amorous youth a. d. 
who had ftolen a nun from her cloyfter, was ^*7— «?•• 
fentenced by the emperor to the amputation of 
his tongue. Euphemius appealed to the reafon 
and policy of the Saracens of Africa ; and foon 
returned with the Imperial purple, a fleet of onei 
hundred fliips, and an army of feven hundred 
horfe and ten thoufand foot. They landed at 
Mazara near the ruins of the ancient Selinus ; 
but after fome partial viftorics, Syracufe (83) 
E 2 was* 

{ti) A»jX« (fays the continoator of Theophanes, 1. ii, p. 51.) U ravra 

hfjtvt. This hiftorjr of the lofs of StcUy it no longer esUnt. Miiratori 
(Annali d'ltalia, torn. vli. p. 7. 19. ai| &c.) hat added fome circum- 
(fancet from the Italian chrontclet. 

(83) The fplendid and iatercfting tragedy of TancretU would adapt 
itfelf much better to this epoch^ than to the date (A. D. 1005*) which 

VoMaiH 
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was delivered by the Greeks, the a^Ilate wa^ 
flain before her walls, and his African friends;^ 
were reduced to the neceffity of feeding on the 
fleih of their own horfes. In their turn they 
were relieved by a powerful reiofoircement of 
their brethren of Andalvifia^ t&e largeft and 
weftem part gf (he ifland was gradually reduc* 
ed, and the conmodioas harboar of Palermo 
was chofen for the feat of the naval and military 
power of the Saracens^ Syracufe preferved 
about fifty years the &ith which fiie had fworn to» 
Chrift and to Caefar. In the laft and &tal fiege^ 
Eer citizens difplayed fome reiiinant of the fpi^ 
tit which had formerly tefifted the powers of 
Athens znd Carthage. They flood above twenty 
days agaiaft the bactering-i^ais and catafulta^ 
the mines and (ortoifes of the befiegers, and 
the phce might hanre been relieved^ u the ma^ 
riners of the Imperial fieet had not been de» 
tained at Conftantinople m building a church 
to the Virgin Mary. The deacon Theodofius, 
with the biftop and clergy, was dragged ia 
chains from the aftar ta Falermoy caft into a 
fubterraneoEs dungeon^ and expofed to the 
hourly peril of deata of af)oflaey, Hi» pathetic, 
and not inelegant complaint^ may be read as 
the epitaph of his country (84), From the 
Roman conqueft ta this final calamity, Syra- 
cufe, now dwindled to the primitive ifle of 
Orfygea, had infenfibly declined. Yet the relics 
were (till preciotas ; the plate of the cathedral 
weighed five thoufand pounds of fihrer; the 
entire fpoil was computed at one million of 

pieces 

▼olraire hiwfetf l^n cftofen. But I mitft pently reproach the poet, for 
infufing into cbo Crock fubjeQt tho fpirit of modern koightt and ancient 
republicant. 

(S4) The narrttive or lamentatton of Theodofioi it tronicribed and 
ilhiftrated by Pagi (Crkica, torn. tii. p. 719, Stt,). Cooftantine Pot* 
sbyrogeniCtti ^iit Vit. Bafit. c. 69^ 70. p. 190—19*0 flMatioaa cb* 
mft 9i Syriciile ond the (rii»mpk of tbt dcBMne. 
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pieces of gold (about four hundred (houfanA 
pounds fterling), and the captives mttft out- 
cumber the feventeea ^oufand Chdflian^, who 
vepe tfanfported from die fack <^ Taurome* 
2ikim uuo African fervitude. In SicUf, the 
T«ii^on and language of ibe Greeks weve era- 
<licated ; and &idi was the 4ocility of ^ rifing 
generatioai, that fifteen dioufand Iboys were 
circufndfed ;a8id cSoathedon the fame day with 
the fan of the Fatimite cal^. 'Hie Arabian 
Iquadroois iiKied frotm die iiarbour<6 cf Palermo, 
Bifetta, ^ad Tunis ; an tnmdred and fifty 
towns of Ca}ai>ria and Caanpaina were attacked 
and pillaged ; <K>r could the Ibbudbs of Rome 
be defended by the name of the Caefars and 
appille^ Had the Mahometans been united, 
Italy ffiuft have iaUen an 'cafy and gibrious ac- 
cefiion M the empire of the profdiet Sut the 
caliphs of Bagdad bad loft their aufGbority ia 
die W^; the Aglabites and Fatimites «furped 
the provinces of Africa 4 their emks of Sicily 
afpired to independence 4 and Ae 4efign of con^ 
queft and dorainioR was degradied to a r4;p^ 
tion of predatory inroads (85). 

In the fii&rings of proftrate Italy^ d^ename of Jj^'^J^ 
Rome awakens a folemn and mournful recolleo- thTTtril 
don, A fleet of Saracens from the African coaft ^"Jj^ ^^ 
prefumed tojejiter the moisth of the Tyber, aad 
to approajc^ a city wfakh eren yet, in her faUea 
fhtte, was re^^^^ as the nEieti^opoHs <^ the 
Chriftian world. The gat^ and ramparts wer<e 
guarded by a trembling people; but the tombs 
and temples of St. Peter and St. Paul were left 
expofed in the fuburbs of the Vatican and of 
the Oftian way^ Thjcir invifible iknctity had 

proteaed 

i(t^) Th« extract froai the Arabic bifton'cs of Sicily are given ia 
A^uheda (Annal. Moflem. p. ft7l^»73*)» >n(i in the firft volume flf 
|4Dratori*t Scnpiorct Rernm Italicarutn M. 4c Ootfiitt (Hift. 4t% 
^9^ ton, i. p* ^y 364.) has added (mk importiat wa. 
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protefted them againft the Goths, the Vandals, 
and the Lombards ; but the Arabs difdained 
both the gofpel and the legend ; and their ra- 
pacious fpirit was approved and animated by the 
precepts of the Koran. The Chriftian idols 
were ftripped of their coftly offerings ; a^lver 
altar was torn away from the flirine of St. Pe- 
ter ; and if the bodies or the buildings were 
left entire, their deliverance muft be imputed to 
the hade, rather than the fcruples, of the Sara- 
cens. In their courfe along the Appian way, 
they pillaged Fundi and befieged Gayeta ; but 
they had turned afide from the walls of Rome, 
and, by their divifions, the Capitol was faved 
from the yoke of the prophet of Mecca. The 
fame danger ftill impended on the heads of the 
Roman people; and their domeflic force was 
unequal to the affault of an African emir. They 
clainied the prote£lion of their Latin fovereign j 
but the Carloyingian Aandard was overthrown 
by a detachment x>f Barbarians : they meditated 
the reftoration of the Greek emperors ^ but the 
attempt was treafonable, and the fuccoiir r^smote 
and precarious (86). Their diftrefs appe.^ed 
to receive fome aggravation from the death of 
their fpiritual and temporal chief; but thepreff- 
ing emergency fuperfeded the forms and intrigues 
of an election ; and the unanimous choice 
of pope Leo the fourth (87) was the fafety of 
the church and city. This pontiff was born a 
Roman; the courage of the firft ages of 

the 

(86) Oncof the moft eminent Romans (Gratianuf, magifler militum 
et Roipani palatii fuperiftA) wat accufed of dcclaiing. Quia Franci nihil 
nobis boni faciuoty Deque adjutorium praebenty fed ikiagia quae nofti» 
I tunt violenter tollunt. Quare non advocamui Graecos, et cum eit fadui 
pacia componentea, Francorum regem et gearem de noftro regno et'domi. 
oatione expellimua ? Anaftafiusin Leone IV. p. 199. 
' (87) Voltaire (Hifl. Geneiale, torn, ii, e. 3S. p. 114.) appears to be 
femarkably ftruck V\\h the charafier of pope Leo IV. I h^ve borrowed 
^la general expreUion, but the fight of the forum has furniflicd me with 
$, more diiUnd aod ii v l}-iiAage. 
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the republic glowed in his bread ; and, amidft 
the ruins of his country, he ftood creft, like 
one of the firm and lofty columns that rear their 
heads above the fragments of the Roman forum. 
The firft days of his reign were confecrated to 
the purification and removal of relics, to prayers 
and proceifions, and to all the folemn offices of 
religion, which ferved at leaft to heal the ima- 
gination, and reftore the hopes, of the multi- 
tude. The public defence had been long neg- 
ieded, not from the prefumption of peace, but 
from the diftrefs and poverty of the times. As 
far as the fcantinefs of his means, and the fhort- 
nefs of his leifure would allow, the ancient walls 
were repaired by the command of Leo ; fifteen 
towers, in the mod acceifible flations, were 
built or renewed ; two of thefe commanded on 
cither fide the Tyber^ and an iron chain was 
drawn acrofs the ftream to impede the afcent 
of an hoftile navy. The Romans were aflured 
of a fhort refpite by the welcome news, that 
the fiege of Gayeta had been raifed, and that a 
party of the enemy, with their facrilegious 
plunder, had perifhed in the waves. 

But the florm, which had been delayed, foon viaory «n4 
burft upon them with redoubled violence. The ^J",v[ 
Aglabite (88), who reigned in Africa, had in-A.D.S49. 
herited from his father a treafure and an army : 
a fleet of Arabs and Moors, after a fhort re- 
frefhment in the harboursr of Sardinia, caft an- 
chor before the mouth of the Tyber, fixteen 
miles from the city ; and their difcipline and 
numbers appeared to threaten, not a tranfient 
inroad, but a ferious defigji of conqueft and 
cdominion. But the vigilance of Leo had form- 
ed 

.(^8) DeGuigoes, Hift. Generale des Huns, torn. i. p. 363, 364. 
Cardonnc, Hift. de TAfrique et de I'Efpagne, foul la Domination dec 
Arabes, torn. ii. p. 14, 2$. I obferve, and cannot reconcile, the differ^ 
«^ACC of tbefc writers in the fucccflion of .the Aglabites. 
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ed aniAiance with the vaflals of the Greek em« 
pire, the free and maritime ftates of Gayeta, 
Naples, and Amalfi ; and in the hour of dan. 
ger, their gallies appeared in the port of Oftia 
under the command of Cacfarius the fon of the 
Neapolitan duke, a noble and valiant youth, 
who had already vanquilhed the fleets of the 
Saracens. . With his principal companions, Cae* 
farius was invited to the Lateran palace, and the 
dextrous pontiff affected to enquire their errand, 
and to - accept with joy and furprife their prO'- 
vidential fuccour. The city bands, in arms, at- 
tended their father to Oftia, where he reviewed 
and blefled his generous deliverers. They kiiF* 
ed his feet, received the communion with mar* 
tial devotion, and liftened to t|ie prayer of Leo, 
that the fame God who had fupported St. Peter 
and St. Paul on the waves of the fea, would 
ftrengtben the hands of his champions againft: 
the adverfaries of his holy name. After a (imi- 
lar prayer, and with equal refolution, the Mof- 
lems advanced to the attack of the Chriftian gal* 
lies, which pr^eryed their advantageous ftatioa 
along the coaft. The victory indined to the 
fide of the allies, when it was lefs glorioufly de^ 
cided in their £avour by a fudden tempeft, 
which confounded the (kill and courage of the 
ftouteft mariners. Thjc Chriftian^ wer^ (helter* 
ed in a friendly harbour, while th(3 Africans 
were fcattered and d^ed in pieces among the 
rocks and iflands of an hoftile fhore. ^Hiofe 
who efcaped from fhipwreck and hunger, nei- 
ther found nor deferved mercy at the h^nds of 
their implacable purfuers. The fword and the 
gibbet reduced the dangerous multitude of 
captives ; and the remainder was more ufefuUy 
employed, to reftore the facred edifices which 
they had attempted to fubvert. The pontiff, at 
|he head of t^e citizens and allies, paid his grate- 
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ful devotion at the (hrines of the apoftles j and, 
among the ipoils of this tiaval vidory, thirteen 
Arabian bows of pure and maffy filver were 
fufpended round the altar of the fiflierman of 
Galilee. The reign of Leo the fourth was em* 
ployed in the defence and ornament of the Ro- 
man (late. The churches were renewed and 
embellifhed : near four thoufand pounds of fil- 
ver were confecrated to repair the loflfes of 
St. Peter; and his fan£tuary was decorate4 
with a plate of gold of the weight of two 
hundred and fixteen pounds ; embofled with 
the portraits of the pope and emperor, and en- 
circled with a ftring of pearls. Yet this vain • 
magnificence reflets lefe glory on this charac- 
ter of Leo, than the paternal care with which ' 
he rebuilt the walls of Horta and Ameria ; 
and tranfported the wandering inhabitants of 
Centumceils to his new foundation of Leopo- 
lis, twelve miles from the fea-(hore (89). By 
his liberality; a colony of Corficans, with their 
wives and children, was planted in the ilation 
of Porto at the mouth of the Tyber : the falling 
city was reftored for their ufe, the fields and " 
vineyards were divided among the new fettlers : 
their firft efforts were affifted by a gift of 
horfes and cattle; and the hardy exiles, who 
breathed revenge againft the Saracens, fwore 
to live and die under the ftandard of St. Pe- 
ter. The nations of the weft and north who 
vifited the threfhoid of the apoftles had gra- 
4ually formed the large and populous fuburb of 
jthe Vatican, and their various habitations were 
4tftingui{hed in the language of the times, as 
jthe fcbools^ of the Greeks and Goths, of the 
Lombards ismd Saxons. But this venerable fpot 

was 

(S9) Berctti (Chorograpliia lta)m Mcd»i i£vt, p. 106. loS.) hat il- 
Mrated CenrumcclUi Lcofotii| Cifilftt Lcoaia^ mi tilt gckcr flacM 
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was dill open to facrilegious infult : the defign 
of inclofing it with walls and towers exhaufted 
all that authority could command, or charity 
would fupply : and the pious labour of four 
years was animated in every feafon, and at 
every hour, by the prefence of the indefati- 
FonndatioD gablc pontiE The love of fame, a generous but 
^ne tit5^r worldly pafEon, may be detefted in the name 
A.D.85a. of the LeoniHe ciiyy which he beftowed on the'' 
Vatican, yet the pride of the dedication was 
tempered with Chriftian penance and humi- 
lity. The boundary was trod by the bifhop 
and his clergy, barefoot, in fackcloth, and 
aflies ; the fongs of triumph were modulated 
to pfalms and litanies j the walls were be- 
fprinkled with holy water; and the ceremony 
was concluded with a prayer, that under the 
guardian care of the apoftles and the angelic 
hoft, both the old and the new Rome might 
ever be preferved pure, profper^^us, and im- 
pregnable (90). 
TheAmon- The empcror. Theophilus, fon of Michael 
rS««Th«>-^^^ Stammerer, was one of the moflr aftiv^ 
pbiiotiand and high-fpiritcd princes who reigned, at Con- 
A.*D^«T8. ft^i^^^^^op'^ during the middle age. In ofFenfiv^ 
or defenfive war, he marched in perfon five 
times againfl the Saracens, formidable in his 
attack, efteemed by the enemy m hi« ioffes and 
defeats. In the laft of thefe expediuoos he pe^ 
netrated into Syria, and befieged the obfcure 
town^ of Sozopetra ; the cafual birth-place of 
the caliph Motaffem, whofe fath,er Harun wa$ 
attended in peace or war by the mod favour^- 

ed 

(90) The Arabs and the G.r«^k» are alike filcnt concerning tbeinvfi* 
fion of Rome by the Africans. The Latin chronicles do not afford much 
infti'tl£liv>n (fee the Annals of Baronius and Pagi). Our authentic and 
contemporary guide for the popfes of the ix'^ century, is Anaftafius, li« 
brarii»n of ihe Roman church. His Life of Leo IV. contains twenty four " 
pages (p. 175 — 199. edit. Paris) ^ and if a great part con fifts of fuperdi* 
tfous trifles, we muft blame or co;]imead hit hero^ who was much ofc- 
eoer in a church than in a camp. 
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^d of his wives and concubines. The revolt 
of a Perfian impoftor employed at that mo- 
ment the arms of the Saracen, and he could 
only intercede in favour of a place for which 
he felt and acknowledged fome degree of 
iilial affeftion. Thefe folicitations determined 
the emperor to wound his pride in fo fenfible 
a part. Sozopetra was levelled with the ground, 
the Syrian prifoners were marked or mutilated 
with ignpniinious cruelty, and a thoufand fe- 
male captives were forced away from the ad- 
jacent territory. Among thefe a matron of 
the houfe of Abbas invoked, in an agony of 
defpair, the name of Motaflem ; and the in- 
fults of the Greeks engaged the honour of 
her kinfman to avenge his indignity, and to 
anfwer her appeal. Under the reign of the 
two elder brothers, the inheritance of the 
youngeft had been confined to Anatolia, Ar- 
menia, Georgia, and Circaffia; this frontier 
{lation had exercifed his military talents ; and 
among his accidental claims to the name of 
ORonary (91), the moft meritorious are the 
eight battles which he gained or fought againfl: 
the enemies of Ae Koran. In ,this perfonal 
.quarrel, the troops of Irak, Syria, and Egypt, 
were recruited from the tribes of Arabia and 
the Turkifh hords: his cavalry might be nu- 
merous, though we ihould dedu6k fome my- 
riads from the hundred and thirty thoufand 
horfes of the royal (tables ; and the expencd 
of the armament was computed at four miU 
lions fterling, or one hundred thoufand pounds 
of gold. From Tarfus, the place of affembly, 
^e Saracens advanced in three divifions along 

the 

(91) The fame number wai applied to the following circumfiance io 
the life of MotsUTem : he was the ^ghth of the Abbaffides ; he reigne^ 
tight years, tif^t months, and eight days ; left eiifa {oatp eight dau^ 
icrs, eight thoufand ^inyt^f eight million* nf^oli,. 
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tbe high road of Conilantinople : MotaSem 
htmfelf commanded the centre, and the van* 
guard was gireh to his fon Abbas, who, in 
Uie trial of the firft adventures, might fuc- 
ceed with the more glory, or fail with the 
lead reproach. In the revenge of his injury, 
the caliph prepared to retaliate a fimilar affront. 
The father of Theophiius was a native of Amo* 
rium (92) in Phrygia: the original feat of the 
Imperial houfe had been adorned with privileges 
and monuments ; and, whatever might be the in* 
difference of the people, Conilantinople itfelf was 
fcarcely of more value in the eyes of the fovereign 
and his court. The name of Amorium was in« 
fcribed on the ffiields of the Saracens ; and their 
three armies were again united under the walls of 
the devoted city, k had been propofed by the 
wifeft counfellors, to evacuate Amorium, to re- 
move the inhabitants, and to sd>andon the empty 
(trudures to the vain refehtment of the Barba- 
rians. ' llie emperor embraced the more gene- 
rous refolution of defending^ in a fiege and 
battle, the country of his anceftors. When the 
armies drew near ^ the front of the Mahometan 
line appeared to a Roman eye more dolely 
planted with fpears and javeiins ; but the event 
of the action was not glorious on either fide to 
the national troops. The Arabs were broken, 
but it was by the fwords of thirty thoufand 
Perfians, who had obtained fervice and fettle* 
meat m the Byzantine empire. The Greeks w^r9 
repulfed and vanquiflied, but it was by tb# ar« 
rows of the Turluih cavalry ; and had not their 
bow-ftrings been damped and relaxed by the 

evening 

(91) AAoriam n Mdom mentioned by the «\6 geographers^ tnd to- 
tftlly forgotteD in the Roman Itineraries. After tbe y'V^ century, it 
%ec«tne ^n epifcopal iec, and at tengtii the metropolis of the new G4- 
latia (CaroK S"^ Paulo, Geograpb. Sacra, p. ft34.)« 'The city roi'c 
^ain from its ruins, if we Ihould read dmmmrU, not Jfifuria^ in th« 
tatt«l the Kabila geograpbcr (p. »36.). 
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evening rain, very few of the Chriftians could* 
have eicaped with the emperor from the field of 
battle. They breathed at Dorylaum, at the 
diftance of three days ; and Theophilus, review- 
ing his trembling fquadrons, forgave the com« 
mon flight both of the prince and people. After 
this difcovery of his weaknefs, he vainly hoped 
to deprecate the fate of Amorium : the inexo- 
rable caliph rejefted with contempt his prayers 
and promifes ; and he detained the Roman ambaf- 
fadors to be the witnefles of bis great revenge. 
They had nearly been the witnefles of his fliame. 
The vigorous 'aflaults of fifty-five days were en- 
countered by a faithful. governor, a veteran gar- 
rifon, and a defperate people ; and the Saracens 
muft have raifed the fiege, if a domeftic traitor 
had not pointed to the weakeft part of the wall, 
a place which was decorated with the ftatues of 
a lion and a bull. The vow of Motaflfem was 
accompliflied with unrelenting rigour : tired, ra- " 
ther than iatiated, with deftru£tion, he returned 
to his new palace of Samara, in the neighbour- 
hood of Bagdad, while the unfortunate (9O Theo- 
philus implored the tardy and doubtful aid ot 
his Weftem rival the emperor of the Franks. 
Yet in the fiege of Amorium above feventy thou- 
fand Moflems had periflied : their lofs had been 
revenged by the ilaughter of thirty thoufand 
Chriftians, and the fufferings of an equal num- 
ber of captives, who were treated as the moft 
atrocious criminals. Mutual neceffity could 
fometimes extort the exchange or ranfom of pri- 
foners (94) ; but in the national and religious 

conflid 



111. 



(93) In the Eaft he wm Hyled ^v^vx!*^ (Continnitor Theophan. I. li 
p. 84«)i but fach Wat the ignorance wf the Weft, that hat amhaiTador?, 
in public difcoorfe, might boldly narrate, da viftoriit, qoaa adrerfut ex« 
terat bellando gentea Cttlitua fberat aflecucut. ( Annaltft Bertiniao, apud 
Pagi, toot. iii. p. 710). 

(94) Abttlpharagiut (Dyiuft. p. 167, 16S.) relttet one of thefe fingu- 
br tranfiiftioaa on the bridge of the river Lamut in Cilicia, the limit of 

the 
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tonflift of the two empires, peace was without 
confidence, and war without mercy. Quarter 
was feldom given in the field ; thofe who elcaped 
the edge of the fword were condemned to hope- 
lefs fervitude, or exquifite torture ; and a Catho^ 
lie emperor relates, with vifible fatisfaftion, the 
execution of the Saracens of Crete, who were 
flayed alive, or plunged into chaldrons of boil- 
ing oil (95). To a point of honour Motaflero 
had facrificed a flourifliing city, two hundred 
thoufand lives, and the property of millions. 
The fame caliph defcended from his horfe, and 
dirtied his robe to relieve the diftrefs of a de- 
crepit old man, who, with his laden afs, had 
• tumbled into a ditch. Oii which of thefe aftions 
did be refle£t with the moft pleafure, when he 
was fummoned by the angel of death (^6) ? 
Difordert of With Motaflcm, the eighth of the Abbaffides, 
l^rly^'^the glory of his family and nation expired. 
A. b. When the Arabian conquerors had fprez^d them- 
***&r.^^^* felves over the Eaft, and were mingled with the 
fervile crowds of Perfia, Syria, and Egypt, they 
infenfibly loft the freeborn and martial virtues of 
the defart. The courage of the fouth is the arti- 
ficial fruit of difcipline and prejudice j. the aftive 
power of enthufiafm had decayed,' and the mer-' 

cenary 

the two edipiret) and one day*t ^urnry well ward of TarAis (d^Ahville, 
GeograpVie Ancicnne, torn. ii. p. 91). Four thoufand four hundred and 
£ity Mo/temty eight hundred women and chRdren, one burid red coufe- 
derates, were exchanged fer an «qu«l number of G^eks. They pafled 
each other in the middle of the bridge, and when they reached their 
refpeaive friends, they flioated jtilah Acbar^ and. Kyrle Eieifm* Many 
of the prlfonen of Amorium were probably among them, but in the 
fame year (A. H. 231. )» the moft illultiioui of them, the forty-two 
]bartyr9>^ were beheaded by the caliph*s order. 

(95) Conftantin. Porphyrogenitus, in Vit. Bafil. c« 61. p. tS6. 
Thefe Saracens were indeed treated with peculiar feverity as pirates and 
renegadoes. 

(96) Fur Theophilas Motaflem, and the Amorian war, (ee the Con- 
tinuator of Theophanes (I. iii. p. 77 — 84.), Genefius (1, iii. p. ^4 — 
34 )» Ccdrenus (p. 5x8 — 53Z.)> Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. i8o.)» 
Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 165, 166. )* Abulfeda (Annat. Moflem, 
p. 191.), cl*Herbelot (Bibliot. Orienule, p. 639 — 640.)* 
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cenary forces of the caliphs were recruited in 
thofe climates of the north, of which valour is 
the hardy and fpontaneous produ£Hon. Of the 
Turks (97) who dwelt beyond the Oxus and 
Jaxartes, the robuft youths, either taken in war, 
or purchafed in trade, were educated in the ex- 
ercifes of the field, and the profeffion of the 
Mahometan faith. The Turkifli guards ftood in 
arms round the throne of their benefaftor, 
and their chiefs ufurped the dominion of the pa- 
lace and the provinces. Motaffem, the firft au- 
thor of this dangerous example, introduced into 
the capital above fiifty thoufand Turks : their li- 
centious condufl: provoked the public indigna- 
tion, and the quarrels of the foldiers and peo- 
ple induced the caliph to retire from Bagdad, 
and eftablifh his own refidence and the camp of 
his Barbarian favourites at Samara on the Tigris, 
about twelve leagues above the city of Peace (89). 
His fon Motawstkkel was a jealous and cruelty- 
r^t : odious to his fubje£ts, he cad himfelf on 
the fidelity of the ftrangers, andihefe ftrangers, 
ambitious and apprehenfive, were tempted by 
the rich promife of a revolution. At the infti- 
gation, or at lead in the caufe of his fon, they 
burft into his apartment at the hour of fupper, 
and the caliph was cut into feven pieces by the 
fame fwords which he had recently diftributed 
among the guards of his life and throne. Tb 
this throne, yet ftreaming with a father's blood, 
Montaffer was triumphantly led ; but in a reign 

of 

(97) ^- ^^ Ouignes, who fometimes leaps and rometimes ftumVleS) in 
the gnlph between Chtnefe and MahMnetan &wy, thinks he can fee, 
that thefe Turks are the Hoet ke, alias the JCio tcbe, or high waggons $ 
that they were divided into fifteen hords, from China and Siberia to the 
dominions of the caliphs and Samanides^ tec, (Hift. des Huns, tom.iit. 

p. 1— 33' 1*4— »3»)« 

(9S) He changed the old name of Sufflere, or Samara, into the fanct. 
ful title of Sfr-menra'i, that which gives pleafure at firft fight (d'Herbe- 
lot, Bibliotfaeque Orientale, p. 808. d*AnvtHe, TEuphrate et le Tigre. 
p. 97, 98.). 
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of fix months, he found only the pangs of a guiltf 
confcience. If he wept at the fight of an old 
tapeftry which reprefented the crime and punifli- 
ment of the fon of Chofro^ ; if his days were 
abridged by grief and remorlci we may allow 
fome pity to a parricide, who exclaimed in the 
bittemefs of death, that he had bft both this 
world and the world to come. After this ad of 
treafon, the enfigns of royalty^ the garment and 
walking-flaff of Mahomet, were given and torn 
away by the foreign mercenaries, who in four 
years created, depofed, and murdered three com- 
manders of the faithful. As often as the Turks 
were inflamed by fear, or rage, or avarice, thefe 
caliphs were dragged by the feet, expofed naked 
to the fcorching fun, beaten with iron clubs, 
and compelled to purchafe, by the abdication 
of their dignity, ^ fliort reprieve of inevitable 
fate (99). At length, however, the fiiry of the 
temped was fpe^t or diverted : the Abbalfides 
returned to the lefs turbulent refidence of Bag« 
dad; the infoleiice of the Turks was curbed 
with a firmer and more fkilful hand, and their 
numbers were divided and deftroyed in foreign 
warfare. But the ns^tions of the Eaft had been 
taught to trample on the fucceffors of the pro- 
phet ; and the bleilings of domeftic peace were 
obtained by the relaxation of ftrength and difci- 
pline. So uniform are the mifchiels of military 
defpotifm, that I feem to repeat the (lory of the 
praetorians of Rome ( 1 00). While 

(99) Take t fpecimen, the death of the ealtph Motas, coneptuin pe- 
^ibus pertrabonti et fitdibv* probe permulcant, et Cpoliatum lacerit vefti* 
but in fole collocant, prx cujut acerrimo aeftil pedM iltcrnis attollebat 
ct demittebat. Adftaaciom aliquit mifcro colaphoi continuo ingerebat, 
qiio« ilic objeAis inaoibus arertere ftodebat .... Quo fa6to traditue tor- 
tort fuir totoque tridoo cibo potoque prohibitut • . • . • Saffbcatut, &c. 
(Abulfeda, p. 206.). Of the caliph Mohtadi, he fays, cervicet ipfi 
pcrpetula iAibut contuodebaaty ttlKculofque pedibus cooculcabant 
(p aoS). 

(100) See onder the reigoa of MotaiT'in, Motawakkel, MoftaBfer, 
Moftain, Motas, Mohudi, aod Motamed, in the Bibliothequeof d*Her* 
beht, and the now fiamiliar Aonalt •£ ElmKio^ Abolpharagiut and 
Abttlfeda. 
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While tht tiama of entlmfiafm was dao^ed by ^'^« *«'> 
tb€ bufin^ft/the plea&ice, aad the knowledge, fh^una- 
of the age, it burned with concentrated licat in ^^^^*[y 
the bfisafts of the cho£e^ few, the congenial 4^-8931.951. 
the, who vpere ambitious of- r^agning eitbet in 
this workl>or.ia die nei^t« How carehiilj Ibever 
the boodc 4)f i^rophecy had beei^ feaied' by the 
apoftle of Mecca, the wifhes, and (if we may 
j^ro£in6 the word) even the realoiEi, of fanaticiffii, 
might- be^eve that, after )lie fiiccefiiye miffions 
4)f Adam, Noah, Abrfdiam, Mofes, jieftts, and 
Mahomet, the fame God, in the fulnedls of time, 
^ould rereal a ftiil more p^rfed and permanent 
law. In the two hundi:«d aqd feventy-feventb 
year of the Megiraj and in the aeighbduriiood 
jof Cufa, 'an Arabian preacher, of the name of 
Carmatb, afixuned the lofty a^ incomprehenfi- 
ble ftyie of the Guide, the Diredor, the De- 
-monftra^^ion, the Word, the Holy Ghoft, the 
•Camd, the Herald of the Meffiah, who had con- 
^erfed wish bim in a huiiian Qi^e, and the re^ 
^refentalive of Mobanuneid the £an of Ali, of 
•St. John tbe Safxift, and of the ai^igel Gabriel. 
Id bis myAic volume, the precepts of the Korafi 
:were refi^&ed to a more g^eneral fenie ; he rehir- 
ed the ^Hdes of ablution, fading, and pilgri- 
mage; allowed the indifcriminate ufe of wine 
^aiKi £oi1)idden food ; and nourifhed the feri^our 
'jo£ his difciples by the daily repetition of fi% 
'prayers. The idlenefs and 'ferment of the ruftic 
crowd awak^ed the atteititionof the magiftcalas 
sof Cu^f a timid periecuiaon aiiifted the prd- 
-grcfy of the new fed ; and the name of the pro- 
pbet beoam^ More revered after his pierfon !had 
been withdrawn fron^ the world. His tweke 
-apoftles djffpenfed theniffelves an^ong the Bedo- 
fweens, *^ a race of men,*' fays Afaulfeda, 
^ equally devoid ;of reafon and of rdigiou ;? 
-and the fucoeis •of dieir preaching ieemed iB 
■ Vol. X. F threaten 
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threaten Arabia with a new revolution. The 
Carmathians were ripe for rebeUic^, iince they 
difclaimed the title of the houfe of Abbas, and 
abhorred the worldly pomp of the caliphs of 
Bagdad. They were fufceptible of difciplincy 
fince they yowed a blind and abiblute iubmiifion 
to their Imam^ who was called to the prophetic 
office by the voice of Cod and the people. In- 
ftead of the legal tithes, he claimed the fifth of 
their fubftance and fpoil ; the mod flagitious fins 
were no more than the typeofdifobedtence; and 
the brethren were united and concealed by zn 
oath of fecrefy. After a bloody conflid, they 
Their miii- prevailed in the province of Bahrein, along the 
pVoks?' Perfian Gulph : far and wide, the tribes of the 
A. d! 9oo,defart were fiibjeft to the fceptre, or rather to 
^^' the fword, of Abu Said and his fon Abu Taher; 

-and thefe rebellious imams could mufler in 
the . field an hundred and feveh thoufand fa- 
natics. The mercenaries of the caliph were dif- 
raayed at the approach of an enemy who neither 
afked nor accepted quarter ; and the difference 
between them, in fortitude and patience, is ex- 
preflive of the change which three centuries of 
profperity had efFeSed in the charaSer-of the 
Arabians. Such troops were difcomfited in 
every action ^ the cities of Racca and Baalbec, 
of Cufa and BafTora, were taken and pillaged; 
Bagdad was filled with confternation ; and the 
caliph trembled behind the veils ^ of his palace. 
In .a daring inroad beyond the Tigris, Abu Ta- 
her advanced to the gates of the capital with no 
nM)re than five hundred horfe. By . the fpe- 
cial order of Mo£lader, the bridges had been 
broken down, and the perfon or head of the 
rebel was expelled every hour by the com^ 
mander of the faithful. His lieutenant, from 
a motive of fear or pity, apprifed Abu Taher 
of his danger, and recommended a fpeedy ef- 

cape^ 
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cape. " Your matter/' faid the itttrepid Car- 
mathian to the meflenger, ^^ is at the head of 
^^ thirty thoufand foldiers: three fuch men as 
^ thefe are wanting in hia hoft :" at the fame 
inftant, turning to three of his companions^ 
he commanded the firft to plunge a dagger 
into his breaft, the fecood to leap into the 
Tigris, and the third to caft himfelf headlong 
down a precipice* They obeyed without a 
murmur. ^' Relate," continued the imam^ 
** what you have feen: before the evening 
^< your general (hall be chained among my 
** dogs." Before the evening, the camp was 
furprifed and the menace was executed. The 
rapine of the Carmathians was fanftified 
by their averfion to the worfhip of Mecca : 
they robbed a caravan of pilgrims, and twen- 
ty thoufand devout Moflems were abandoned 
on the burning fands to a death of hunger 
and thirft. - Another year they fuiFered the 
pilgrims to proceed without interruption ; but, 
in the feftival of devotion, Abu Taher ftorm- They pU. 
ed the holy city, and trampled on the moft*^riJf^»"; 
veaerable relics of the Mahometan faith. Thir- 
ty thoufand citizens and ftrangers were put 
to the fword ; the facred precincts were pol- 
luted by the burial of three thoufand dead 
bodies ;. the well of Zemzem overflowed with 
blood; the golden fpout was forced from its 
place ; the veil of the Caaba was divided among 
thefe impious fedaries ; and the black ftone, 
the firft monument of the nation, was borne 
away Jn triumph to their capital. After this 
deed of facrilege and cruelty, they continued 
to infeft the confines of Irak, Syria, and 
Egypt ; but the vital principle of enthufiafm 
had withered at the roo^. Their fcruples or ' 
their avarice again opened the pilgrimage of 
Mecca^ and reftored the black flone of the 
F 2 Caaba \ 
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d»bli$ and it Is iitedlefs to enquire into wfaat 
ifodHoite th^y Vftte broken^ or by wbbfe fword» 
Miey Wef% nnalty essxirpated. "fbe feft of thfe 
C^hUithiWis i^t be confidered as liie Tecdnd 
ttfiblfe tftuf<i dC tM decline and M\ of the isA- 
fire «f tte ejbfi|>hg < i b i ). 
Hevoit of Tln^ third atld tti^tk obvious caufe was the 
*vbc«r ^"^*g^ *^ ttagnit^e ^ Ae «iti^e kfelt 
A. b. Th6 cilipih ji^ftiftmoft l^ight prt>ddhr n^ff^U that 
•^^^^5^' it #a« e*fi)^ for 4ftttfc to rate ihe Eaft ftftd tht 
Wtftj thdti to in^iltgd d dkef^-board of fwo feeft 
f^iiaJ'fe{i<&2)^ y€ti ftripe<£t^ ihi^ in both ihoffe 
garner, b^ turas guilty l)f many fatal mift&kes ; 
^H I ^i^dv^e^, th^t in the d^atii provmces^ 
<rhe ^ulbbrky of the fitft tod m<^ po^verfoi 6f 
the Abbaffides ti^as ^Iriady im^ired. tbie aMa- 
tegy of d%fpotiim iftvl^s the r^^refentatiw ^ith 
tte Ml infejefty of tfe^ pdncb ; the 4ivifioti attd 
t^teinc^e ctf powers Haigbt irelail[ the habits t>f obe- 
^ifence^ might ctitourage the paflive Ifubjfcfit tt> 
enquii^ into the origin ^iid ^dmiiiiftrati6ti of 
w^iA go^emmeiit, -Be ^t^^bo is born in the pur- 
^e is ^feldom ^ofthy t^ l^eigk ; btit the ^levas 
^fion of ^ pmatettialv, of^a^eafafnt p^bc^s, </t 
^^dL\% affords a ftrdng priefoinpHGn dftfis tdo- 
tage Wid c^paeity* Tbe Viceroy of a reitiotfe 
'fefegd«ft aipirels "to fecurfe the property and iii- 
4ie¥it*rKfe -oif his ^pre<:arious truft ; Ae fisatSom 
'^v^lc^okt in 'the priffiaicecrf their fevereign^j 
'4aiA iftie cotmnand df -armies ^nd tre^fti9<es ^re sCt 
oWce *e idbjeQ: aftd the inftrumtfiift of his am- 
Mtion. A ^hamge 'was fearJeely vifible a^ lon^ 
Ivs tfbe lieuttoltiits 1^ the k:auph were <:dCites^ 

^th 

' ^(.oi) ^tfce^feA of i^rOanMihidii, 'coflfiilt BlMcIn j(H>ft. 8ai«. 
. cen.^p. 119. -^14. S29. 431. .23S. 241. 243), Abulph«,ragiil$' (Df- 

i^aft.'p. ^-^--tSit), «Milfeda(^nihl.^dflcih. p.1i^,'*i9, -ftc. «4^. 

46 $-. «7#/), 'Mri '-^^HerW^ (Bi^liotbe(|^e Onentaric^ p %s6^^-2s S. '6^5.^. 

I find fome intonfiftenciM of thaolo|y and ohronology, which it wo»4(l 

fitit be'AfyiMr-of mtleh'ifll^rt^RCt co'^econcile. 
. . (r?«0. Hyde, SyaUima Differtat, t'dfo. it. p. $7. in Hift. Shablluitw 
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-with their viqufioiis tiik i wh^I« t^ fQUcUe4 
for themfelves or their fpns a r«q«wal of (he li^* 
Ikiriat gtmu «ud iki\l j^mi^mf^i <^ tha ^oioj, 
and in 4h9 public pr^yar^ th^ mtj^-^^d prerp* 
gsixYe of ibe CQOi^iRQdar ^ tl^ ^t^A^K 3^t 
iiithd long w4 ^efadit^ry es;ercif^ pfpowe^^ 
ifaey aflumid ih{) pride i^nd ^ttrib^i:^ 9f ^oy^Uyt 
the akcrnttiM of pf 2k:« or wi^r, of reward <if py. 
nifbowt; 4epcind«d fo}/fly oi> tbedx. willj ^^ 
the revcoum .^tboir gov€)r4Lni€Qt v^rp r«fervq4 
for local fervk^l w priy^^ ippgni$ceiH:«- f flir 
fiead of 4 r«giij»r t^^j ^ pmri ^i^ mot^fyt 
the fucceJSbrs of {be pr o^e| wer^ $Wtnd wfth 
the oftcntatiotfi g^t of w ^l^ph«it, or ^ qift 
of hawks, ft (m of filfc haQgin^ py |qii9^ 
poufidi of fBtaik a^d R»ber { 103). 

After die revolt of Spaw, frp^n d^e ternpocal ri^ciaif. 
and fpiritual iuprema^y of ilm Abbaffid^, th^ J^^;;;^ ^^ 
€rfl; fyioptoxn^of difobediieni^ hroke for^h iU^ ^e 
province of Afrioa, Ibr^m, the fon 9^ Agl»b, 
the lieutenant of the vigilant aad rigid Hfirui^ 
bequeathed to the 4ynafty Qi ^ 4s^k^i li^rhtA%\». 
inheritance of hb nam^ and power. TTi^ iftdor "^^» ^ 
lence or policy of the caliphf diflepiibl^d th/e ia« 800-941* 
jury and loft, and purfwd only jwi^ pPJ^Cpn th^ 
founder of the Edr^es (104). wbp eijeifted th« ThcEdn. 
kifigdom and city i>i Fe» <» t^ fcpre^ of thp ^^^J ^ 
'weitem oceaui ( 1 05), In the £^, rt^e ^rft dyr sag^jiy. 

wfty 

«aJs of ElnoapiDf Abulph^ragins, and Abutfeda, under ^tproper yttn,' 
%n tb« diaioaarjr of d'H^ibeitft, iiaie/ ^bc fnfgNr Aim^s. "Tjie i^b^t #f 
Kl. de Ooignea {HifK dca Hunt, torn, i ) exDibit a geocral chronology 
of the EaR, interfperfe4 with tomt hilVorical a«ecdotet ; but his attach- 
nent to n«iuMul blood hu foaetimea jcoafjoonded the oider of time and 
fiace. 

( 104) The Aglabhee and Edrifites are tke ptofip^d fujbjca of M* dt 
Cardonnc (Hi0» de TAfH^ue cC de YZi^mfkt fous |a ippmv>a;io/i 4** 
Ar^Sy torn. ii. p. i— >^3.)« 

<io5) Toefcape the reproach of crrorp I jnpft cHticifie tke inaccoi^* 

ciesofM. d« Gaigaea (torn. i. p. 359.) cpncf raiog ihe ^ri^tcs. i# 

The dynaity «x)d city of Fes could not be fpymdcd in the year oi the |le- 

.^ijra 1734 6ac« .the foaadtr traa %fifb^mftu 4»ild 9f a^ficcndni^t 0/ Ali« 
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The Tthe- nafty was that of the Taherites (io6) ; the pof- 
"^*A. D. terity of the valiant Taher, who, in the civil 
8i3—87». ivars of the fons of Harun, had ferved with two 
much zeal and fuccefs the caufe of Almamon 
the younger brother. Ufe was fent into honour- 
able exile, to command on the banks of the 
Oxus ; and the independence of his fucceiTors, 
who reigned in Chorafan till the fourth genera- 
tion, ^as palliated by their modeft and refpeft- 
ful demeanour, the happinefs of their fubjeds, 
and the fecurity o( their frontier. They were 
fupplanted by one of thofe adventurers fo fre- 
c^uent in the annals of the Eaft, who left his 
trade of a brazier (from whence the name of 
The soffa- ScffaHdes) for the profeffion of a robber. In a 
"''a! p. nofturnal vifit to the treafure of the prince of 
S7»— io». Siftan, Jacob, the fon of Leith,' (humbled over 
a lump of fait, which he unwarily tafted with 
his tongue. Salt, among the Orientals, is thd 
fymbol of hofpitality, and the pious robber im-? 
mediately retired without fpoil or damage. The 
difcovery of this honourable behaviour recom- 
mended Jacob to pardon aiid truft ; he led an 
army at firft for his benefador, at lafl: for him- 
felf, fubdued Perfia, and threatened the refi« 
dence of the Abbaflides, On his march towards 
Bagdad, the conqueror was arrefted by a fever. 
He gave audience in bed to th^ ambiaiflador of 
the caliph ; and befide him on a t^ble were ex- 
pofed a naked fcymetar, a cruft of brown bread^ 
and a bunch of onions. ** If I die,** faid he, your 
f^ mailer is delivered from his fears. If I live, tbU 

?* muft 

who fled frofn M^cct in the year i6S. ». Thit foiiiid€r» £4riy th« foA 
of Edris, inftead of living to the improbable age of i2o yean, A. H. 31 n 
iSied A. H. 214, in the prime of manhood. |. The dynafty ended A. H. 
307, tweoty-three year* fooner that it is fixed by the hiftorian of thf 
Hum. See the accurate Annah of Abulfeda, p. x^S, teg. 185.138. 

(106) The'dynaftiei of the Taheritea and Soft'artdet, with the rif« 
pf that of the Samanidei, are defcribed in the original hiflory and E^rii^ 
verfion of Mirchond t yet the moft intetefting fads had already bct^ 
' ifaipfd by the diligence of M. d*Herbeli»t. 
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** muft determine between lis. Iflamvanqui{hed« 
** I can return without reluftance to the homely 
** fere of my yotith." From the height where he 
ftood, the dcfcent would not have been fo foft 
or harmiefs : a timely death fecured his own re«* 
pofe and that of the caliph^ 'who psud with thq 
xnoft Iffviih conceffions the reti^eat of hisbrothec 
Amrou to the palates of Shiraz and Ifpahan, 
The Abbaffides were too £eeble to contend, too 
proud to forgive ; they invited the powerful dy- 
nafty of the Samamdes^ ^ho pa0ed the Oxus/rhesama. 
with ten thouiand horfe, fo poor, that, their ftirr "***J[' ^ 
rups wereof wood^ fo brave, that they van- 874-999, 
qnifhed the SoiFarian army^ «ight; times more 
numerous than their own. The captive Amrou 
was fern in chains, a grateful offering to the 
court ^f Bagdad ; and as the vidor was content 
with the inheritance of Tranfoxiana and Chora- 
fan, the realms of Perfia retnmed for a while to 
the allegiance of the caliphs. The provinces of 
Syria and Egypt were twice difmembered by 
their Turkifli flaves, of the race of Tmlun and TheToiio* 
UJbid (toy). Thefe Barbarians, in religion •*****"♦ j^ 
and manners the countrymen of Mahomet, 86sl9o$. 
emerged from the bloody fadions of the pisilacQ Jf^ ^^^ 
€0 a provincial command and an independent a. d. 
throne : their names became femous and foro^ir ^^'^^•* 
dable in their time ; but the founders of theiiir 
two potent dynafties confefied, either in words 
or adions, the vanity of amlntion. The firll on 
his death-bed implored the mercy of God to a 
finner, ignorant of the limits of hjtt own power; 
the fecond, an the midft of four hundred thou- 
sand foldiers and eight thoufand flaves^ conceal- 
ed from every hiunao eye the chamber where he 

attempted 

* (loy) M. de Caifaei (Hift. dei Hunt, torn. iii. p. xs4--t54.) hst 
^haufted the Toulonidet and Ikfliiditct •f Egypt, and cl^rowA (^mfi Jti^t 
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attempted to fieep. Their foils vrere csducated 
hi the ticei of king* ; and both Egypt and Sy* 
til ^ere recovered and ^oflefied by the Abbiaf* 
Mis during an interval of thirty yeftrs« {ft th$ 
decline of thehr empire, Mefopotamia, with the 
im{)6rtant citi«^ of Mofiil arid Aleppb, wa» 0€« 
dupied by the Arabian princes of tht tribe of 
J^^^^^^' HAmddn. Tiie potts of their coilrt could re- 
^^A^D. peat tirithout a bluih^ that . nature had formed 
•9»-'«>« their cduntenatices for beiuity, their tongues 
for eloquence, and theti" hands £ot liberality 
and valour : but the genuine tale of the eleva<» 
tion and reign ' of the Hiimadamies^ exhibits a 
fceiid of treltchery, murder^ and parricide. At 
the fame fatal period, .the Perfian kingdom was 
The Bo. dgain ufurped by the dynafty of the Satuider^ 
'^^ A?D ^y ^^^ fword of, threfe brothers^ who^ under va» 
933-^1055. rious naines, were ftyled the fuf^tt and co- 
I'uknns of the (Ikte^ and ^ho, from the C^fpian 
iea to the ocean, would fuffeir no ty rand^ but 
themfehres* Under their reign, th^ language 
and genius of Perfia revived, and the Arabs, 
three hundred aad foai- yeafS after the deHth 
of Mahotnet^ were diq>nVed of t|ie fceptre of 
the Eaft. 
Fallen ftate Rsihdi, the twentieth of the Abbaffides, and 
itphVo?" *^^ thirty-iri»th of the fucceflbrs of Mahomef , 
Bagdad, was the laft who ilfefervfed the . tttte of ct>in* 
A.D.936, indnder bf the faSthad (108); the laft (fitys 

Abulia) 

(roS) -Hie «ft okftnit chaR(ab Cjiii n^lU'cn atque faemoi f ro cdii% 

pooe perorari( .... Fuit etiam ^Itimyt quf otium tnA (ruQith tX face* 
Tn htnnioibtis f*\\ift bil4iHtefqu4 igeio UUrit. \3tttai\ti «Mlltifi c^m^^. 
/arun C1M fumtoa^ Sa\peiidia, rcditbc, et thefvurt, culinri cietcraqat 
ooiniy aulica ^ompa priorum (liarTfaruni «d il^HAr ^bfmyarat^ 'fiJ«fiDt« 
Vrdebiflitiaeniiki pauHo pAft q^iiitt I^itii^si «t feryitibin Ittdifarifi exs^U 
]^at»> ooam ad;hufnilem fortooam oUifflumque conte^nptum abje^i fue* 
rint hi quondam potentiffimi totiui terrarum Orientaliom orbit domini, 
Abulfed. Annal. Moflem. p. a6i. I have given this paffage as the man- 
lier and tpne of Abulfeda^ but the caft of lyatin eluqueoce belongs more 
^ropeily to Reitke. The AraWian ijifforian (p. 155. iV^. l*i*-i69. 
^S3, ScQ.) has fupplied one i»ith t|ie itapft inttrcitritrg fafts trf thi^ pat|. 
|rapb« 
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Absilfieda) who. fpoke to the peofde, or con« 
.verfedni^h the learned: the laft who^ in the 
ezpence of his houfehdd, reprefented the wealth 
and magnificence of the ancient caliphs. Af« 
ter him, the lord$ of the Eaftern world were re- 
duced to the moft abjed mifery, . and expofed 
to the blows and infults of a feryilQ condition. 
The revolt of the provinces circumfcribed their 
dominions within the walls of Bagdad ; but that 
capital ftill contained an innumerable nriiltitude, 
vain of their pad fortune, difcontented with 
their prefent ftate^ and oppreflfed by the demands 
of a treafury which had forinerly been reple* 
iiihed by the fpoil and tribute of nations. 
Their idlenefs was exercifed by fadion and 
controverfy. Under the maik of piety, the* • 
rigid followers of Hanbal (^09) invaded the 
pleafures of domeftic life, burft into the 
houfes of plebeians and princes, fpilt the wine« 
broke the inftruments, beat the muficians, and 
.dilhonoured, with infamous fufpicions, thc) aflb- 
ciates of every handfome youth. Ii^ e^. pro* 
feffion^ which allowed room for two puKJ^n^y the 
oHe wa« a votary, the other an antagonif^of Ali} 
and the Abbaifides were awakened by the cla- 
fnorous grief of the fedaries^ who denied their 
tide and curfed their progenitors. A turbulent 
iseople could only be repelled by a military 
-force; but who could fatisfy the avarice or 
ftfleft the difdpline of the mercenaries them* 
idYetX^ The African and the Turkifh guards 
>|iteW their fwords againft each other, and the 

chief 



(109) Their mafterf on a ftmilar •ccafioti, fliewed himfelf ef a mort 
.WuJgcat^mi toieratiiig fy'vit. ^haed £bo HaaJ^tl^ 4he bead of m of 
4iie four onho4o< fefia, was bom ot Bi^dad A,iU 164, and died (kerc 
A,H^ ft4J. He fought uid fuficrtd m ihc dirpnte C0A«eraii|{ t)xt cm* 
JW of the Koraa. 
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chief coiiimanders, the emirs at Oinra(iio)9 
imprifoned or depofed their fovereign89%nd vi- 
olated the fanduary of the mofch and haram. 
If the caliphs efcaped to the camp or court of 
any neighbouring prince, their deliverance was 
a change of fervttude, till they were prompted 
by defpair to invite the Bowides, the fultans of 
Ferfia, who filenced the fadions of Bagdad by 
their irrefiftible arms. The civil and military 
powers were aflumed by Moezaldowlat, the 
fecond of the three brothers, and a ftipend of 
iixty thoufand pounds fterling was ailigned by 
his generofity for the private expcnce of the 
commander of the faithfuL But on the fortieth 
day, at the audience of the ambafladors of 
Chorafan, and in the prefence of a trembling 
multitude, the caliph was dragged from hift 
throne to a dungeon, by the command of the 
ftranger, and the rude hands of his Dilemites. 
His palace was pillaged, his eyes were put out, 
and' the mean ambition of the Abbaffides afpir- 
ed to^the vacant (lation of danger and difgrace. 
In the'ftbool of adverfity the luxurious caliphs 
refui^d^the grave and abftemious virtues of the 
primitive times. Defpoiled of their armour 
and filken robes, they fafted, they prayed, they 
ftudied the Koran and the tradition of the 
Sonnites ; they jperformed, with zeal and know^ 
ledge, the functions of ttieir ecclefiaftical cba- 
rader. The refped of nations ftill waited on 
the fucceflbrs of the apoftle, the oracles of the 
law and confcience of. the faithful; and the 
weakneis or divifion of their tyrants fome«- 

tim^$ 



(no) The Met of tizar was faperfe^ed hj the emir tl Omra, Tni- 
perator Impefaiorum, a title firft inftitvted by Rahdi, and which inc|[rg;ed 
ft ]6)gth ita ib'e Bowidea and Seljukidca : Tedigalibos, et tributia eC 
cviiia per omnea regionea pnefecit, jtiffitqae in omnibus fuggeftis nominta 
^oaia concionibtts mentionem fieri (Abulpharagius, D^naft. p. 199.)* 
li ia Jikewilb mcAtiuocd by Elfl^acin (p. 154> %$%*)* 
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times reftored the Abbaffides to the fovereignty 
of Bagdad. But their misfortunes had been 
embittered by the triumph of the Fatimites, 
the real or fpurious progeny of Ali. Arifing 
from the extremity of Africa, thefe fuccefsful 
rivals extinguiflied, in Egypt and Syria, both 
the fpiritual and temporal authority of the' 
Abbaffides ; and the monarch of the Nile in* 
fulted the humble pontiff on the banks of the 
Tigris. 

In the declining age of the caliphs, in ihe'B^nurpnkM 
century which elapfed after the war of Theo-or^*, 
philus and Motaffem, the hoftile tranfadions a. d. 960. 
of the two nations were confined to fome in- 
roads by fea and land, the fruits of their 
clofe vicinity and indelible hatred. But when 
the Eaftern world was convulfed and broken, 
the Greeks were roufed from their lethargy 
by the hopes of conqueft and revenge. Tne 
Byzantine empire, fmce the acceffion of the 
Bafilian race, had repofed in peace and dignity; 
and they might encounter with their entire 
flrength the front of fome petty emir, whofe 
rear was aflaulted and threatened by his na* 
tional foes of (he Mahometan faith. The 
lofty titles of the morning ftar, and the death 
of the Saracens (ill), were applied in the 
public acclamations to Nicephorus Phocas, a 
prince as renowned in the camp as he was un« 
popular in the city. In the fubordinate ftationRedaai<m 
of great domeftic, or general of the Eaft, hc<>^^^**^- 
reduced the ifland of Crete, and extirpated the 
^eft of pirates ^o had fo long defied, with 

impunity, 

(fTt) Liotprand, whofe choleric temper was embtttertd by hit 
^Bneafy fituatioo, fofrgcftt the namet of reproach and coaccmpt moft 
•pplicahle to Nicephorus chao the vain tides of the Grceki, £cce veoie 
^clla matotina, furgit Foof, reverberaC obCttt4 Mu tajioty paUula 
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inpumty^ the majcfty of the. empire (iiz)^ 
His mlUtary genius was difplayed in the eon* 
duft and fuccefs of the enterprife^ which bad, 
fo often failed with lofs and diihonour. The 
Saracens were conifounded by the landing of 
his troops on lafe and level bridges, which he 
caft from the veffels to the more. Sev^a 
months wer^ coiiftimed in the fiege of Candia; 
the defpair of the native Cretans was ftirau- 
lated by the frequent aid of their brethren of 
Africa and Spain; and» aftei^the tnaiTy wall 
and double ditch bad been formed by the 
Greeks, an hopelefs conflid was Hill maintained 
in the ftreets and houfes of the city. The 
whole iiland was fubdued in the papital, and a 
fubmiffivc people accepted, without refiftance, 
the baptiika of the conqueror (ii3).\ Con* 
ilantinople applauded the long'forgotten poiop 
of a triumph; but the Imperial diadem was 
the fole reward that could repay the fervices, 
or iatisfy the ambition, of Kicephorus. 
Theijtftcni After the death of the younger Romanus» 
Tcffruf the fourth in lineal defcent of the Bafiliau 
phocai, and race, his widow Thcpphania fucceffively.mar- 
i^f"cif*' ried Nicepborus Pbocas and his aflaflin John 
AJ3. Zimifces, the two heroes of the age. . They 
^ ^ ^^^' Ulgn&d as the guardians and colleagues of her 
infant fons j and the twelve years of their mili- 
tary command form the moft fplendid period of 

the 

(tw) Notw4thft«fi^ing the inflDuatioii of Zoruiras, sm it /uif^ -&c* 
ftmn. it. 4. xti* p. 197)9 it it an ttiKk>dbced fa^,' that Crcta wae c«ai« 
-flccdy ind fiaaUf dthdoU >y Nicepliorus Phocafi (Pagi> Critic< 'todn. 
lii. p. S7JT— 875. Meuifiui^ Greta, I. iii. c. 7. torn. iii. p. 464. 

{ill) A Greek life of St. Nicoa the Atmenian wa* found io the 
Sforsa library, and traaflated into Latin kj the Jeruit Sirmond for the 
«fe aC cardinal aan^MUi.. Tk:i contanpofary legend cafta a ray of light 
OJi Craae and P<loponocfuJ io the a*** century. He found the n*m\f 
fccovtred iflnnd, (itdit deteft9ad« Agarenoruto fuperftitionia ftftigiia 
•AujC pimapi fc re^ifaci •.• • • hut the jidououa miifioaiiry, pethapt 
with fome earnal aid, ad haptiiinmm omnet vetc^ne fidei dafciplinam 
pepnltt. Ecciefiis per totam iafnlaa sdiBcatis^ &c (Aoual. EccUf. 
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the Byzantind anhalt. The fubjeds and con« 
federates, whom they led to war, appeared, at 
leaft in th^ eyes of an enemy, two hundred 
tbourand ftrcng; and of thdfe about thirty 
thousand were artiicd with cairafles (114) : a 
traitl of four thoufand mule8 attemfed their 
march ; and then* ev^ening camp was regularly 
fortified with an enclofure of iron fpikes. A 
feries of bloody and imdecifive combats is no- 
thing more than an anticipation if what would 
hare been eSe^ed in a few years by the courfe 
of nature ; but I ihall briefly profiuruCe the 
tonquefts of the two emperor* fi*om the hills 
of Cappadocia lo the defert of Bagidad. The 
fieges of Ma^fuH^dia and Tarfus in Cilicia firfl; Controift a 
fcxercifed the Ikill and perfeverancc of tbcir^***^** 
troops, on whem^ at this moment,- I Khali not 
befitate to befk>w the name of Romans. In 
the <iouble city of Mopfueftia, which is dtrkled 
hf the tiver Sar^^is, two hundred thoufimd 
Molkm« were predefl»ed to death or flave- 
ry{n5), a furprifing degr-eeiof population, 
whick nnift M 4eaft imclude the inhabitants of 
ihb -dependent d^rilU. l^er ' were >(uiiroundw 
^ ^nd taken by aflault; biK Ticr&is was r&- 
<iuced by the flow pr^refs of famine } and no 
ifooner had ^ISttracens yielded om honourable 
terms than tbey were mortijfied by the diftant 
and iiifpro^s^ie View -of the naval ibecourq 'df 
Egypt. They were difiniffed with a fafe-con- ^' ; 
'duft to the tcwffltios of Syria j a part of thfe 

. oM 

:( t4^) BiiMcifl, nttt, amdan. >p; t^t^ t/79. iliut^ind Mfat itfpeC^ 
.to depreciate the Oirck po^ycr, jet he ouna that Nicephoms led a^ainjl 
VA^fria in^rmy 6( el^btjr tfaroufiod iiren. 

1(1 if^ DMMiNi .fore ibiUia komimim ^lameraWat urbi (AiNilfddff 
Aooal. -Moflcm. p. S3I-) of Mopftteftia, or .Mampfyfta, Manfifta, 
'^atatftiy at it it corriiptly, or perhaps morexorreAlj, ftyled hi 'tl^e 
-flird^ie'tgies (Wetfeliiig, Itinerar. p. 580*). Viet I cannot |cr«dit this 
extreme populoufoefs a few jFears after the ceftimony of the emperor Leo, 
vfafV^tnhufyw. rpcrrv Yaic^Xtli j^^p^r? fr*r (T^j^ioa^ c. atUir In 
i>felll^^Pper. torn. vi. p. 81 7.}* 
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old Chriftians had quietly lived under thehr 
dominion ; and the vacant habitations were re^ 
plenifhed by a new colony. But the mofch was 
converted into a ftable ; the pulpit was delivered 
to the flames ; many rich croiTes of gold and 
gems, the fpoil of Afiatic churches, were made 
a grateful offering to the piety or avarice of the 
emperor; and he tranfported the gates of 
Mopfueftia and Tarfus, which were fixed in 
the wall of Conftantinople, an eternal monu- 
ment of his viftory* After they had forced 
and fecured the narrow paflfages of mount 
Amanus, the two Roman princes repeatedly 
.carried their arms into the heart of Syria. 

^t»fioii4>f Yet, inftead of affaulting the walls of Antioch, 
^"** the humanity or fuperftition of Nicephorus 
appeared to refpeft the ancient metropolis of 
the Eaft : he contented himfelf with drawing 
round the city a line of circumvallation ; left a 
ftationary army ; and inftruded his lieutenant 
•to exped, without in^)atience, the return of 
4>ring.# But in the depth of winter, in a dark 
and rainy liight, an adventurous fubaltem, 
«with three hundred foldiers, approached the 
rampart, applied his fcaling-ladders, occupied 
two adjacent towers, flood firm againft the 
preifure of multitudes, and bravely maintained 
iis poll till he was relieved by the tardy, 
though effedual, fupport of his reluctant chief. 

J^j^y •^ The -firfl: tumult. of flaughter and rapine fub- 
-fided; the reign of Cagfar and of Chrift was 
.reftored ; and the efforts of an hundred thou- 
fand Saracens, of the armies of Syria and the 
fleets of Afric, were confumed' without effect 
before the walls of Antioch. The royal city 
of Aleppo was fubjeft to Seifeddowlat, of the 
dyhafly of Hamadan, who clouded his paft 
glory by the precipitate retreat which abandon- 
ed bis kingdom and capital to the Roman in- 
vaders. 
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vaders. In his (lately palace that ftood wkh« 
out the walls of Aleppo, they joyfully feized a 
well-furnifhed magazine of arAis, a liable of 
fourteen hundred mules, and three hundred 
bags of filver and gold. But the walls of the 
city withflood the flrokes of their battering- 
rams ; and the befiegers pitched their tents on 
the neighbouring mountain of Jauflian. Their 
retreat exafperated the quarrel of the townf*- 
menand mercenaries; the guard of the gates 
and raipparts was defertedj and, while they 
furiouily charged each other in the market- 
place, they were furprifed and <iefl:royed by the 
fword of a common enemy. The male fex was 
exterminated by the fword ; ten thoufand youths 
were led into captivity ; the weight of the pre- 
cious fpoil exceeded the flrength and number 
of the bealls of burthen ; the fuperfluous re- 
mainder was burnt; and, after -a licentious 
pofleilion of ten days, the Romans marched 
away from the naked and bleeding city. l,n 
their Syrian inroads they commanded <, the hus- 
bandmen to cultivate their lands, that they 
themfelves, in the enfuing feafon, might reap 
the benefit: more than an hundred cities were 
reduced to obedience ; and eighteen pulpits of 
the principal mofchs were committed to the 
flames to expiate the facrilege of the difciples 
.of 'Mahomet/ The claflic names of Hierapolis, 
Apamea, and Emefa, revive for a moment in 
the lift of conqueft : the emperor Zimifces en- 
camped in die paradife of Damafcus, and ac- 
cepted the ranfom of a fubmiflive people ; and 
the torrent was only flopped by the impregna^ 
' ble fortrefs of Tripoli, on the fca*coaft of Phoe- 
nicb. Since the days of Heraclius, the Eft- p«^««« «f 
phrates, below the paflage of mount Taurus, u*.^"**^"" 
had been impervious, and almoft invifible, to 
the Greeks* The river yielded a free paflage 
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to the Ti^toriouB Zimife^s; and the hiftorlan 
may imitate the fpeed with which he orerran 
the once famoiis cities of Samofata, Edeflli, 
MartyTopoli«, Amida {« i6), and Nifibis, the 
ancient limit of the empu'e in the neigfabour- 
hood of the Tigris. His ardour wa« quicken^' 
ed by the dcfire of grafping the virgin treafures 
of Ecbatana(ii2), a wcU-known name, under 
which the Byzantine writer has concealed the 
capital of the Abbaffides. Tti^ c^n(lern£ktion 
of the fugitives had already diffufed the terror 
of his name ; but the fencied riches of Bagdad 
had already been diffipated by the avarice and 
B^du/^ prodigality of domeftie tyrants. The payers 
of the people, and the ftern demands of 4he 
lieutenant of the Bowides, required the catiph 
to provide for the defence of the city. The 
helptefs Mothi replied, t*hat his arms, his rt- 
venues, and bis provinces, had been torn from 
his hands, and that he was ready to abdicate a 
dignity which he was unable to fuppwt. The 
emir was inexorable ; the furniture of the pa- 
lace was fold ; anid the pakry price of forty 
.ftoufand pieces of gold was inftantly confumed 
in private luxury. Bat flie apprdhenfions of 
Bagdad were relieved by the retreat of the 
Greeks i thirft and hunger guarded the td^rt 
pf. Mefopotamia; and the emperor, fatiated 

with 

^r«6) Tlic Met iif L«o the dtacon, 3n the corropC nftmes if Bmafa 

4tnd K4M^rfi«i, -revels bhc cifics af Aqcu<U and At«ity/fl4>oKU (Mivfu^e- 
Icin. See Abulfe'da Gcograpb. p 245. verf. |leince). Of .the former 
liM (4>(aiwes, ^ithi raunita «t iliufbis^ ji>f itihe iatkatf dM» at4u»;coo(^i« 
4Cvui^Um(4tfp «t {P^cor«, fcUquis ^ps prpyincise a»rbaUu»^%i^ oppi^is 
.*lon|^.pt.«ftaiv8. ^ 

AtUDt coiio urbiiun qua; u^qpaofiiuat j^ to^o ctrbe ^;[ij|«ftf felicji^aijun 

efle auroque itrr'nTimam (Leo Oiacoa. apUvl P»gitfi|i, torn. iv. p. 34.;. 

^tihfykndii tlfifi^npuQn fiiiu Qolr <wijsii 9*g4iU, :^ aVMMt {»f>dHfiy 

Vpply itjihfft to Hanadan,-tlie (true ^Ecbataoa (d>nvill^ ^Of- 4nQieni|et 

• tom.'ti. p. 177.), orTaaris, which :ha« -beeir cammonly mrftakea ftr 

. that oiy. Tine name of £cbatsfi«, i« thp fame ivd^finite kn(e^ 4$ 

transferred by a more claflical aathority (Cicero pro Lege ^/Uailli, c. 4.) 

- -t» the ro>ai feat of Mitbridatei king of Pontos. 
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>vifh glory, and laden with Oriental fpoils, re* 
turned to Conftantinople, and difplayed, in his 
triumph, the iilk, the aromatics, and three 
hundred myriads of gold smd filver. Yet the 
powers of the Eaft had been bent, not broken, 
by this tranfient hurricane. After the depar« 
ture of the Greeks, the fugitive princes return- 
ed to their capitals ; the fubjeds difclaimed their 
involuntary oaths of allegiance; the Modems 
again purified their temples, and overturned 
the idols of the faints and martyrs ; the Nefto- 
rians and Jacobites preferred a Saracen to an 
orthodox mafter; and the numbers and fpirit 
of the Melchites were inadequate to the fupport 
of the church and ftate. Of thefe extenfive 
conquefts, Antioch, with the cities of Cilicia 
and the ifle of Cyprus, was alone reftored, a 
permanent and uieful acceilion to the Roman 
empire (i 18). 



(118) See the Anotls of Elmicln, Abulpharigiiia» and Abulfeda, 
from A. H. 351, to A. H. ^61 ; and tlie reigna of Nicephoroa Phocat 
«nd John.Ziini(ct$, ia the Chronicka of Zonaras (torn, ii* 1. ztvw 
p. 199— 1. xvii. 215.) and Cedrenus (Compcnd. p. 649-*6840« Their 
manifold defefta are partly fuppHcd by the MS. hiftorjr oT Leo the 
beacon, which Pagi obtained from the Beaedifkinea, and haa inre]te4 
almoft entire in a Latin vcrfien (Critica^ torn, iii, p.' 873. torn* ir« 

^370• 
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C H A F. Lin. 



State of the Eajiem Empire in the Tenth Cer^ 
tury.*^ Extent and Diinfim^'^ Wealth aruf 
Revenue. -^^ Palace ef Cm/iantimfle.^^Titles^ 
and Offices. ^^^Pride and power of the Empe*^ 
rors^ '^^Tailics of the Greeks^ Arabs ^ and 
Franks. ^-^Lofs ef the Latin Tongue^r-^Studies^ 
and StJftude of the Greeks.. 



M«momi8 A R j^Y of hiltorie light feeins to bcara 
Creek om- JLJL fro^^ ^hc darknefs of the centS century. 
^ire. \y^^ Qpen, with curiofity and refpeft the royat 
volumes of Gonflantine Porphyrogcnitus (i)^ 
which he compofed at a mature age for the ia-^ 
ftru^iib of his fon, and which promife to unw 
fold the ftate of the Eaftern empire, bath m 
workf of peace and war^ both at home and abroad. h% 
ll'^^i^'^^ firffi of Aefe works he minutely dcfcribe* 
icnitat* the pompous ceremonies of the ehurch^and pa- 
lace of Conftantinople, according to his own 
praflice and that of his predecefibrs (/i). In the 
IsGond, he attempts an accurate fuf vey of the 

provmcea, 

(i ) Tbe epithet of mp<^&pe>«yiiroQ Porphy^ogeoitu*^ lior» la th* 
yurfle, i» elegantly defined by Claudian: 

Ard«e privatos nrfcic fortune Penate»; 
£r regnvm cam kice^ledit. Cbgnata poteftai 
CssepitTyno venerabiie pignus io oftro. 
iind Dvcange, in hie Gfeek and Latin. Cloffariei, produces many paflage» 
ezpreffive of the faine idea. 

{t) A fplendid MS. of Conftantioe, de Ccremoniii Aulas et Ecelbfi« 
^aAKinfli» wlindered from Conftandnople to Buda^ Frankfort and Leip* 
fie, where it was pu'bliibed in a fplendid edition by Leich and Reiwe 
fA. D« i;|[5i» *n folio), with fuch laviih praife as editors never fati t» 
htftow ott the worthy or worUUeis objeil of (heir toiU 
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provincea, the tbemSf a$ they were then d^iiq? 
minated, both of Europe ^^i Afia(3). The 
fyftem of Roman tables, ih§ dilcipliae and 
order of the troops, and the military operations 
by land and fea, are explained in the third of 
thefe didactic colle^ion$, which pay be afc^ibed 
to Conftantine or his father I^^p (4)^ In thfi| 
fourth, of the adminiftration of the efnpire, h^ 
reveals the fecrets of the By^ntine policy, ia 
friendly or hoflile intergourfe wi(h the nations 
of the earth. Th^ literary labours of the age» 
the pradical fyftems of law, agriculture, and 
hiftory, might redound to the benefit of the 
fubje&» and the honour of th^ . Macedonian, 
princes* The fi^cty booKs of the Bqfilics (5)9 
the code and pandeQ:^ of civil jurifprud^pce, 
were gradually framed in th^ three firfl: reigns^ 
gf that profperous dynafty, . The art of agri^ 
culture had amufed the leifure, and exercUed 
the pens, of the heft *fid wi/fi{l of the ^n^ 
<;ients : and th^it ^bpfen pr^cep^^ ar^^ co^iprifed 
G t ip^ 

*(3) S«c, U the Acfi vqlume of BaQdar)*ii I.Tipcirivm OriefttyU^ Con<' 
iV4ntinitts de Ti)Cmati]>U|. p i — 14. dc A4n)ti)iftrando Imperio, p. 45— 
U7. ^dit Vcnet. The text of the old edition of' Mcorfiot i« correfted 
from a MS. 4f tb< rbyti library of Parity ^bidi If^^ff CaAuibon iMd 
fprmerly fccn (Eptft. .«d, Po}ybiuaB» p. 10 )i and ihe fcnfe is illuftrated 
by two m^^t of WilKaA Oeftifle, rhe prince of geogriphors, till th^ 

•ppfarinc^of the gre|tjr4'An«fill«« i 

(4) Jj^t Tables of Lpo and Conftantine arc publiihed with the aid ; 
of fome new MSS; in ihe griat edifton of tWwirlit of Meurfiot, hy « 
tke Ja^fleji lohft-^jmirt^on*. wi, p. 5)i--^m* i«ii-*i4i7- *io«Mt. 

1745}, yet thejtexC is ftill corrupt and mutilated, the ver'fion is ftill 
•bfearr and> fa^ltf.- - 'i^he imperial liWary at Vi«ana would motd fomA 
v/^utM^ mot^riais to a new editor (Fabric. Bibliot. Grace, tern. iv. 
p 369, 370 )> 

(5) On. the fubjeA of the Bafilics^ Fabrtcius (Bibhot. Oraec. torn, xii, 
►• 4»?-r-Sl4 }, and Htin/ecciua (Hift, Juris Romani, p- 19^— 399*)* 
and Giannone (Iftoria civile dt NapoH/^m. i. p; 450 — ^458.), |t hitlp* 
rical civilians may be ufefolly confulted. X l i books of this Greek 
code have been puSli/hed/ with a Latin veition, by Charles Annibat 
Fabrotas (P^ris, 1647), in fcvrn toMes in fo'io ; iv other books have 
been fince difcoTered, and are inferted in ' Gerard Meerman*s Naritt< 
Thefif^urus Jaris Civ. et Canoo tom^ y. OF the whole work, the fiktf 
books. John Leunclavius bat printed (pMf H75) *» «fA>p«e, orfynop- 
fis. The CXI 11 novels, or new laws, of Lxo, may be foiled ia th« 
C^jrput Juris Ciifitis. 
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iii'-th€ twenty books of the Geoponics (6), of 
Conflantine. At his command, the hiftorical 
examples of vice and virtue were methodifed 
in fifty-three books (7), and every citizen might 
apply, to his cotemporaries or himfelf, the 
leffon or the warning of paft times. From 
the auguft charafter of a legiflator, the fove- 
reigii of the Eaft defcends to the more hum- 
ble office of a teacher and a fcribe : and if 
his fucccffors and fubje£ls were regardlefs of hi* 
paternal careSj tve may inherit and enjoy the 
everlafting legacy. 
Their im- A clofer furvey v4H Indeed reduce the va- 
perfcaion,. j^^ ^^ ^^^ gjf^^ ^^^ ^^^ gratitode of pofterity : 

in the poflfefliott of thefe Imperial treafures^ 
we may ftil! deplore^ *ottr poverty and igno- 
rance; and the fadiag glories of their authors 
will be obKteraled by indifference or contempts 
The Balilics will'fitik to a broken copy, a par- 
tial and mutilated verfion in the Gieek lan- 
guage, of the laws of Juftiniaft ; but the fenfe 
of the old civilians i* often fuperfeded by the 
influence of bigotry : and the abfolute prohi- 
bition of divorce, : concubinage, and intereft for 
money, enflavcs; the freedom gf trade and the 
happincfs of private life. In the hiftorieal 
book, a futje^ of Conftantine 'might admire 
the inimitable virtues of Greece and Rome :« 
hie might learn .to what; a pitch .<>f energy and 
elevation the : human charader ~ had formerly 
afpired/ But a contrary efftd/muit. have been 
' Hj'oduced 

^(() I bare nfed the laA and Itefl, edition o/* the GeopODics (bj Nicolas 
MUljit, hifftm, 1781, a vols, in 'o£lavo)» I read,in tbe pieface, that' 
tliefam^ cnperor reftorcd (be lung- for gotten, Yy-(lfms of rhetoric and 
(thUpfofhy I and his two books of BMatr'^^yDr Horfe-ptiyfic, were 
^.Miflied at Paris, 1530,'io folio (Fabric.. BiDJiot. Grxc. torn. iv» 
^493■»^50P). J, 

<7) Of thefe mi books, or Jitui> only two have been preferved 
tnd printed, de Legatiohibua (by rulvius Urfinus, Antwerp, 1582, and 
Daniel Hefcheliut, Auguft. Vindel. i6o3)» and de Yiitutibus ct Vitiit 
(by Henry ViOefius^ or dc Valois^ Paris; 1634). 
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|)roduced by a new edition^ of the lives of the 
iaints, which the great logothete or chancellor 
of the empire was direfted to prepare : and the 
dark fund of fuperftition was enriched by the 
fabulous and florid legends of Simon the Me- 
taphrajl (8). The merits and miracles of the 
whole calendar are of lefs account in the eyes 
of a fage than the toil of a fmgle hulbandmanj^ 
who multiplies the gtfts of the Creator and fup- 
plies the food of his brethren. Yet the royal 
authors of the Geopenl^s were more ferioufly 
employed in expounding the precepts of the 
deftroying art, whkh has been taught fincc the 
days of Xenophon (9), as the art of heroes 
and kings. But the TdSlia of Leo and Con- 
ftantine are mingled with the bafer alloy of 
the age in which they lived. It was deftitute of 
original genius; they implicitly transcribe the 
rules and maxims which had been confirmed 
by viftories,. It was unlkilled in the propriety 
of ftyle and method; they blindly confound 
the moft diftant and difcordant inftitutions, the 
phalanx of Sparta and that of Macedonia, the 
legions of Cato arid Trajan, of Auguftus and 
Theodofius. Even the ufe, or at leaft the im- 
pbrtance, of thefe military rudiments may be 
fairly queftioned : their general theory is difta- 
ted by reafon ; but the merit, as well as diffi* 
culty, coofifts ia the application. The difcipline 

of 



(S) The fife and writinft of SSmeon Metipbraftes ire defcribed by 
Haakius ^de Scriptoribus Byxaat. p. 41 S — 460 ) This biographer of 
the faints indulged himfdf in a loofe paraphrafc of thfi feofe er nonfenfe 
of more ancient aAs. Hie Greek rbetorte is again paraphrafed in the 
Latin verfioQ of Surius, and fcarcely a thread can be now visible of the 
original textwrct 

(9) According to the fi'rft book of the Cyropxdia, profeiTors of tsAict, 
a imall part of the (cieoce of war* were already instated in Perfia, by 
which Greece maft be anderftood* A -food edition of all the Scriptoret 
Ta^ci would be a talk not unworthy of a fcholar. .His induftry night 
.idifcover fome new MSS. and hia learning might illnftrate the military 
Mftory of the ancienu. Bat thit fchoUr ihould be likewiic e ^dieri 
uidy alas ! Quiotjis Uilius it eo morf^ 
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of a foldicr is formed by exerciffe rather than by 
ftudy : the talents of a commander kre appropri- 
ated to thofe calrti though rapid minds, which 
nature produces to decide the fate of armies and 
nations : the former is the habit of a life, the 
latter the glance of a moment ; and the battles 
won by leffons of taftics may be numbered 
with the epic poems created from the rules of 
criticifm. The book of ceremonies is a recital, 
tedious yet imperfeft, of the defpicable pagean- 
try which had infefted the church and ftate 
fince the gradual decay of the purity of the 
one and the power of the other. A review of 
the themes or provinces might promife fuch 
authentic and ufeful information, as the curio- 
fity of government only can obtain, inftead of 
traditionary fables on the origin of the cities, 
and malicious epigrams on the vices of their in- 
habitants (lo). / Such information the hiftorian 
would have been pleafed to record ; nor ihould 
his. filence be condemned if^ the moft intereft- 
ing objefts, the population of the capital and 
provinces, the amount of the taxes and reve- 
nues, the number of fubjefts and ftrangers who 
ferved under the Imperial ftandard, have beep 
unnoticed by Leo the philoibpher, and his fon 
Conflantine. His treatife of the public admi- 
niftration is flained with the fame blemifhes ; 
yet it is difcriminated by peculiar nierit : the 
antiquities of the nations may be doubtful or 

/ ' fabulous ; 

(lo) After obfcmng tlnit fhe demerit pf the pappad«ct«ni rofe im 
^opottioin to their rank and'rkhes, he inrerte<i a mure poihted'epigmn,' 
wbich'u afcttbfd to Defm>doci>s: ■••■!»• 

Katnrei^oxnf wor txj^* ^^^^ ^eutrf, aXXa icai atnn 
' KarBan, ytva-aJLctVui AtfXavof ioj3o>&. 
The IHfig is t>recifely the fame Mth the French epigram againft Freron : 
Vn ferpcnr mor4it Jean Frero n p R h btea ? Lie ferpent e« moorut; 
Sot at the Paris wif« are fefdOm tf^ in the Anth'ology, I ihould be curi. 
ou« to leaf* tbr6agh fvhat channel it wa« conveyed for their imitotiont 
. (Oonftantin^ Porphyrogen. de Tbemat. c. ii. Brunk. Afliled. Giaec; 
toin.ii. p* 56. Brod«i Amho!tfgia^ UiL p. «440* 
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Sabulous; but the igeography tnd manners of 
the Barl^aric world »Fe d^JiOjeated with curious 
accuracy. Qf thcfe naci^ne;, ?the Franks alone ^»k«fl>^'' 
were qualified to obfervc in »their turn, a^d te *"*^' 
defcribe, the xnctrojpolii of the Eaft. The am^ 
baflador of the Great Qtbo, a ^lhQ|> :of Cre*- 
mona, has painted the ftate of Ccmftwtjnople 
about the midcMe of the tenth cen^ioyp hi$ 
jlyle is glowing, his narrative 4ivdy« bifi ?olv 
fervadon keen ; and ev^n the prejudices 'an4 
paffions of Liotprand are (lan^)ed with an ori- 
ginal charafter of freedom and geAt^isCii). 
From this fcanty ^nd of foreign and domeftic 
materials I Iball inveft^ale ihe form and ful> 
Iftance of the Byzantine emph-e^ the provinces 
and wealth, the civil government and military 
force, the charadcr and literature, of the Greeks 
in a period ^ ib: hundred years, from the reigii 
of Heraciius to the fuccefsfui invafion -^ the 
Franks or Latins. 

Afi^efT the iinal -dcdfion tetweentlie ftms of The Aemei 
Theodofius, the fwarms of Barbarians from J^.'^J^/^V 
Scythia and<icrmany owr%ffead the provinces 7»pire..nd 
and eactinguifeed the cw^irc -of amcient Rome* "vcry*^!^'" 
The weaknefs of Gonftantinople was conc^led 
by the ^Mit of >d<Mninion : her Hmjts were 
inviolate, or at leaft entire; and ih^ kingdom 
of Juftinian was enlarged by tbse fpl^did acquifi^ 
don of 4frica and It^ly. Bat the poil^ifio^ of • 
thefe new conquefts was tranfient and precari* 
ous ; and almoft a mpiety of ;the Eaftisrn euipirt^ 
fxras torn away by the arms of the Sarapens^ 
fiyiia and Egypt w^i^ oppreffed by the Ambjati 
caliphs ; snd, after the redudion of Africa, their 
|i^t|enants invaded and fi^bdued the Roman 

province, 

- f ii) Tht Lc^atio Lwtprfndi l^^if^opi Cremonenfis ad Nicepboruia 
Phocmm^ it iaCertcd in |f oratorio Scriptorea Rttum Itali^arvo)^ ^99h9*f 
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province, •which had been changed into the 
Gothic monarchy of Spain. The iflands of the 
Mediterranean were not inaccefTible to their na- 
val powers ; and it was from their extreme fta- 
4 tions, the harbours of Crete and the fortreffes 
of Cilicia, that the faithftil or rebel emirs in- 
fulted the majefty of the throne and capital. 
The remaining provinces under the obedience 
of the emperors, were caft into a new mould, 
and the jurifdi6tion of the prefidentS, the con- 
fulars, and the counts, was fuperfeded by the 
inftitutioft of the themes (12), or military go- 
vernments, which prevailed under the fucceffors 
of Heraclius, and are defcribed by the pen of 
the royal author. Of the twenty-nine themes, 
twelve in Europe and feventeen in Afia, the 
origin is obfcure, the etymology doubtful or 
capricious: the limits were arbitrary and fluc- 
tuating ; but fome particular names that found 
the moft ftrangely to our ear were derived from 
the charafter and attributes of the ^troops that 
•^ere maintained at the expence, and for the 
guard, of the refpeftive divifions. The vanity 
of the Greek princes moft eagerly grafped the 
fliadow of conqueft and the memory of loft do- 
minion. A new Mefopotamia waspcreated on 
the weftern fide of the Euphrates : the appella- 
tion and praetor of Sicily were transferred to a 
• narrow flip of Calabria ; and a fragment of 
the dutchy of Beneventum was promoted to the 
ftyle and title of the theme of Lombardy. In 
the decline of the Arabian empire, the fuccef- 
fors of Conftantine might indulge their pride in 
more folid advantages. The vidories of Nice- 

phorus, 

(ift) See Conftantine de Thenvatibus, in Bandun, torn. i. p. I — 30. 
yiho owns, that the word is mi. fraXaia, B%fjiA U ufed by Maurice (ScTla- 
t»gem. 1. ii. c. ±.) for a legion, from whence the name was eafily tranf- 
feijred to its poft or province (Ducaoge, GloiT Grec. torn. i. p. 487* 
AfiS.). Some etymologies are attempted for the Opficlan, Optimatiaoj^ 
^hfacefiao^ Uiemes, 
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phorus, John Zimifces, and Bafil the fecond, 
revived the fame and enlarged the. boundaries of . 
the Roman name : the province of Cilicia, the 
metropolis of Antioch, the iflands of Crete and 
Cyprus, were reftored to the allegiance of Chrift 
and Csefar : one third of Italy was annexed to 
the throne of Conftantinople : the kingdom 
of Bulgaria was deftroyed ; and the lad fove-r 
reigns of the Macedonian dynafty extended their 
fway from the fources of the Tigris to the neigh- 
bourhood of Rome. In the eleventh century, 
the profpeft was again clouded by new enemies 
and new misfortunes : the relics of Italy were 
fwept away by the Norman adventurers ; and 
almoft all the Afiatic branches were diffevered 
from the Roman trunk by the Turkifli conquer- 
ors. After thefe loffes, the emperors of the 
Comnenian family continued to reign from the 
Danube to Peloponefus, and from Belgrade to 
Nice, Trebizond, and the winding ftream of 
the Meander. The fpacious provinces of Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Greece, were obedient to their 
feeptre ; the poffeflion of Cyprus^ Rhodes, and 
Crete, was accompanied by the fifty iflands of 
the -^gean or Holy Sea (13) ; and the remnant 
of their empire tranfcends the meafure of the 
brgeft of the European kingdoms. 

The fame princes might affert, with dignity Gtntrtx 
and truth, that of all the monarchs of Chriften.;;;;*i'i|;^ft"* 
iiom they pipflefled the greatefl city (14), thencfs. 

moft 

(13) Ayjo? iriX«70ff, as it is ftyled by the modern Greeks, from which 
the corrupt uamcs of Archipelago, TArcbipe), and the Arches, have been 
transformed by geographers and feamen (d* Anville, Geograpbie Anciennr, 
torn. t. p. 281. Analyfe de la Carte de la Grece, p. 60.). The num- 
bers of monks or caloyers in all the iflands and the adjaceM mountain of 
Athos (Obfervatioiis de Belon, fol. 32. verfo), monte fanto, mii,',ht juf- 
tify the epithet of holy, ayioq, a flight alteratioo ftom the original 
diyaiofi impofed by the DonanSj who, in their dialed, gave the figura- 
tive name of ettyigj or goats, to the bounding waves (Voflius, apud 
Cellarium, Geograph. Aotiq. torn. i. p. 819 )• 

(14) According to the Jewilh traveller who had vifited Europe and 
Alia, Conftantinople was equalled only by Bagdad, the great city of the 
ifmaelites (Voyage de Benjamin de Tudele, par ^aratles^ torn. i. c. 5. 
p- 46.)* 
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mod ample revenue, the moft flourifiiing and 
populous ftate. With the decline and fall of 
the empire, the cities of the Weft had decayed 
and fallen ; nor could the ruins of Rome, or the 
mud walls, wooden hovels, and narrow pre- 
cincts, of Paris and London, prepare the Latin 
ftranger to contemplate the fituation and extent 
of Conftantinople, her flately palaces and 
churches, and the arts and luxury of an innu- 
merable people. Her treafures might attraft, 
but her virgin ftrength had repelled, and ftill 
promifed to repd, the ^audacious invafion of 
the Perfian and Bulgarian, the Arab and the 
Ruffian. The provinces were Jefs fortunate 
and impregnable : and few diftrifts, few cities^ 
CQuld be difcovered which had not been vio» 
fated by fome fierce Barbarian, impatient to 
defpoil, becaufe he was hopelefs to poffefs. From 
the age of Juftinian the Eaftern empire was finkr 
ing below its former level : the po^P^ers pf de- 
ftruAion were more ailive than thofie of im- 
provement ; and the calamities of war were em? 
bittered by the more permanent evils of civil and 
ecclefiaftical tyranny. The captive who ha4 
efcaped from the Barbarians was often ftripped 
and imprifoned by the minifters of his fove? 
reign: the Greek fuperftition relaxed the mind 
by prayer, and emaciated the body by fafting ; 
and the multitude of convents and feftivals di- 
verted many hands and many day^ from the 
temporal fervice of mankind. Yet the fubjeds 
X)f the Byzantine empire were ftill the moft dcjc- 
trous and diligent of nations ; their country was 
blcfled by nature with every advantage of foil, 
climate, and fituation; and, in the fupport and 
reftoration of the arts, their patient and peace- 
ful temper was more ufeful than the warlike fpi- 
rit and feudal anarchy of Europe. The pro- 
vinces that ftiU adhered to the empire were re- 
peopled 
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peopled and enriched by the misfortunes of 
thofe which wei^e irrecoverably loft. From the 
yoke of the caliphs, the Catholics of Syria, 
Egypt, and Africa, retired to the allegiance of 
their prince, to the fociety of their brethren : 
the moveable wealth, which eludes the fearch 
of oppreffion, accompanied and alleviated their 
exile ; and Conftantinople received into her bo- 
fom the fugitive trade of Alexandria and Tyre. 
The chiefs of Armenia and Scythia, who fled 
from hoftile or religious perfecution, were hof- 
pitably entertained : their followers were encou- 
raged to build new cities and to cultivate wafte 
lands ; and many fpots, both in Europe and 
Afia, preferved the name, the manners, or at 
leaft the memory, of thefe national colonies. 
Even the tribes of Barbarians, who had feated 
themfelves in arms on the territory of the em- 
pire, were gradually reclaimed to the laws of 
tlie church and ftate ; and, as long as they 
were feparated from the Greeks, their pofterity 
fupplied a race of faithful and obedient fol- 
diers. Did we poflfefs fuf&cient materials to fur- 
vey the twenty-nine themes of the Byzantine 
monarchy, our curiofity might be fatisfied with 
a chofen example : it is fortunate enough that 
the cleareft light Ihould be thrown on the moft 
interefting province, and the name of Pelo- 
PONEsus will awaken the attention of the claffic 
reader. 

Ai early as the eighth century, in the trou- stite of Pe- 
bled reign of the Iconoclafts, Greece, and even sdavwu' 
Pcloponefus ( ^ 5), were overrun by fome Scla- «»• 

vonian 

{is) BrdXa0Mdv h 'traou h ;^wpA xa^ ytycvt fiafiafoc, fays Coa^otanc 
(Tbemaiibij*, I. ii. c. 6. p. 25 ), in a ityle as barbarous as the idea, which 
he cunArms, m nfoa), by a Fooltfli epigram. Ti e e]iitoniiz«r of Strabo 
Itkewide obferves, tmi wv h vacav Hfrtt^, xai £XXa^ar;^fi^ juu Mtnuh*' 
ytay, xeti lli^omnrw lnvBat 2K\a$oi vty,9yn^at{\. vii« p. ^i,€d\X, Hudfon) : 
a ptfTtfge which leads Dodwell a wea* y dance (Geograph. Mt09r« too. ii» 
tfiflert. vi. p. 170 — 19 1.)* ^^ enumerate the inroada of th« Sclavt^ tad i9 
fix the date (A. D. 980 j of thit petty geographer* 
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vonian bands who outftripped the royal ftajidard 
of Bulgaria. The ftrangers of old, Cadmus, 
and Danau^, and Pelops, had planted in that 
fruitful foil, the feeds of policy and learning ; 
but the favages of the north eradicated what yet 
remained of their fickly and withered roots. In 
this irruption, the country and the inhabitants 
were transformed ; the Grecian blood was conta- 
minated; and the proudeft nobles of Peloponefus 
were branded with the names of foreigners and 
Jlaves. By the diligence of fucceeding princes, 
the land was in fome meafure purified from 
the Barbarians; and the humble remnant was 
bound by an oath of obedience, tribute, and 
military fervice, which they often renewed and 
violated. The fiege of Patras was formed by 
a Angular concurrence of the Sclavonians of 
Peloponefus and the Saracens of Africa, In 
their laft diftrefs, a pious fi'ftion of the ap- 
proach of the praetor of Corinth, revived the 
courage of the citizens. Their fally was bold 
' and fuccefsful ; the ftrangers embarked, the re- 
bels fubmitted, and the gloi;y of the day was 
afcrlbed to a phantom or a ftranger, who fought 
in the foremoft ranks under the charadler of 
St. Andrew the apoftle. The fhrine, which con. 
tained his relics was decorated with the tro- 
phies of viSory, and the captive race was for 
ever devoted to the fervice and vaffalage of 
the Metropolitan church of Patras. By the 
revolt of two Sclavonian, tribes in the neigh- 
bourhood of Helos and Lacedaemon, the peace 
of the peninfula was often difturbed. They 
fometimes infulted the weaknefs, and fome- 
times refifted the oppreffion, of the Byzantine 
government, till at length the approach of their 
Eoftile brethren extorted a golden bull to de- 
fine the rights and obligations of the Ezzerites 
and Milengi, whole annual tribute was de- 
fined 
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fined at twelve hundred pieces of gold. From 
thefe ftrangers the Imperial geographer has ac- 
curately diftinguifhed a domeftic and perhaps 
original race, who, in fome degree, might de- 
rive their blood from the much injured He- 
lots. The liberality of the Romans, and efpe- Freemen pi 
cially of Auguftus, had enfranchifed the mari- LtconU, 
time cities from the dominion of Sparta ; and 
the continuance of the fame benefit ennobled 
them with the title of Eleuthero- or free -Laco- 
nians (16). In the time of Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus, they had acquired the name of 
Mainotesj under which they difhonour the claim 
of liberty by the inhuman pillage of all thit 
is (hipwrecked on thefe rocky Ihores. Their 
territory, barren of corn, but fruitful of olives, 
extended to the Cape of Malea : they accepted 
a chief or. prince from the Byzantine prastor, 
and a light tribute of four hundred pieces of 
gold was the badge of their immunity rather 
than of their dependence. The freemen of 
Laconia aflumed the charaSer of Romans, and 
long adhered to the rd%ion of the Greeks. 
By the zeal of the Emperor Bafil, they were 
baptized in the faith of Chrift : but the altars 
of Venus and Neptune had been crowned by 
thefe ruftic votaries five hundred years after 
they were profcribed in the Roman world. In 
the theme of Peloponefus (17), forty cities cities ani 
were ftill numbered, and the declining ftate JJ V""* ^ 
of Sparta; Argos, and Corinth, may be fuf- fw.^''"*** 
pended in' the tenth century, at an equal dif- 
tance, perhaps, between their antique fplendour 
and their prefent defolation. The duty of mi- 
litary fervice either in perfon or by fubftitute, 
was impofed on the. lands or benefices of the 

province : 

(t6) Strabon. Geograph. I. viii.'p. 562. Paufaniat, Grsc. Defcrip* 
tio, 1. iii. c. 21. p. 264, 26 s- Hin. Hift. Natur. 1. iv. c. 8. 
(17) ConAahtin. de Adminiftrando Imperio^ 1, ii. c. 50, 5i> 53* 
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province : a fum of five pieces of gold was 
afTeiTed on each of the fubftantial tenants ; 
and the fame capitation was ihared among 
feveral heads of inferior value. On the pro- 
damation of an Italian war, the Peloponefians 
excufed themfelves by a voluntary oblation 
of one hundred pounds of gold (four thou- 
fand pounds fterling),. and a thoufand horfes 
with their arms and trappings. The churches 
and monafteries furnifhed their contingent ; a 
facrilegious profit was extorted fi-om tha_ 
fale of ecclefiaftical honours, and the indigent 
bifliop of Leucadia(i8) was made refponfible 
for a penfion of one hundred pieces of gold (19). 
Bi^nufac ^"^ ^^^ Wealth of the province, and the truft 
tares, efpe- of the revenue, were founded on the fair and 
fiil!' *^ plentiful produce of trade and manufiidures : 
and fome fymptoms of liberal policy may be 
traced in a law which exempts from all per- 
fonal taxes the mariners of Peloponefus, and the 
workmen in parchment and purple. This de- 
nomination may be fairly applied or extended 
to the manufactures of linen, woollen, and 
more efpecially of filk: thQ two former of 
which had flourifhed in Greece fince the days 
of Homer ; and the laft was introduced per- 
haps as early as the reign of Juftinian. Thefe 
arts, which were exercifed at Corinth, Thebes, 
and Argos, aiForded food and occupation to a 
numerous people : the men, women, itnd chil- 
dren, were diftributed accprding to their age 
and ftrength ; and if many of thefe were do- 
meftic flaves, their mailers, who directed the 

work 

(tS ) The rock of Lencate, wis the fouthern p*>oinoptory of bit ifl»nd 
and diocefe. Had he betn the ex:lufive guardian of the lover's Leap, 
fo|veil kD0W9 to the readers of Ovid (Epid. Sappho) and the Spedator» 
, he might have been the richeft prelate of the Orrek church. 

( 19) Leucatenfit mihi juravit cpifcopus, quotannis ecclefiam fuim 
^here Klcephoro aureos centum perfolvere, fimiliter et ccterM phM 
niiaufve feeuodum vires faas (Liutprand in Legat. p. 489.}. 
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work and enjoyed the profit, were of a free and 
honourable condition. The gifts which a rich 
and generous matron of Peloponefus prefented 
to the emperor J^afil, her adopted fon, were 
doubtlefs fabricated in the Grecian looms. Da« 
nielis beftowed a carpet of fine wool, of a pat- 
tern which imitated the fpots of a peacock's tail, 
of a magnitude to overfpread the floor of a new 
church, ereded in the triple name of Chrift, of 
Michael the archangel, and of the prophet Eli- 
jah. She gave fix hundred pieces of filk and 
linen, of various ufe and denomination: the 
filk was painted with the Tyrian dye, and adorn- 
ed by the labours of the needle ; and the linen 
was fo exquifitely fine, that an eptire piece might 
be rolled in the hollow of a cane (20). In his 
defcription of the Greek manufactures, an hif- 
torian of Sicily difcriminates their price, ac- 
cording to the weight and* quality of the filk, 
the clofenefs of the texture, the beauty of the 
colours, and the tafte and materials of the 
embroidery. A fingle, or even a doubly or 
treble thread was tnought fuificient for ordi- 
nary fale ; but the union of fix threads com- 
pofed a piece of ftronger and more coftly 
workmanftiip. Among the colours, he cele- 
brates, with afFeftation of eloquence, the fiery 
blaze of the fcarlet, and the fofter luftre of 
the green. The embroidery was raifed either 
in filk or gold : the more fimpfe ornament of 
ftripes or circles was furpaffed by the nicet 
imitations of flowers : the veilments that were 
£ibricated for the palace or the altar of- 
ten"" glittered with precious ftones; and the 

figures 

^20) 9ee Conftantine (in Vit. Bafil, c. 74, y^, 7^-P* 19$« 197* ia 
Script, poft Theophaoem) who aHows hitnUlf to ufe many technical or 
barbarout words : barbarous, fayi be, ri? ran voXKan afAaQia xaXov y»M 
mri rwrws MtwXwmy. Dacange labourt on fomt 5 but he was not i 
weaker. 
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figures were delineated in firings of Oriental 
pearls (21). Till the twelfth century, Greece 
alone, of all the countries of Chriftendom, 
was poffeffed of the infeft who is taught by 
nature, and of the workmen who are inftruft- 
ed by art, to prepare this elegant luxury. 
But the fecret had been ftolen by the dexte- 
rity and diligence of the Arabs: the caliphs 
. of the Eaft and Weft fcorned to borrow from 
the unbelievers their furniture and apparel ; 
and two cities of Spain, Almeria and Lifbon, 
were famous for the manufafture, the ufe, 
trinfported ^ud perhaps the exportation, of filk. It was 
fromCrcece firft introduced into Sicily by the Normans ; 
** ***^* and this emigration of trade diftinguifhes the 
viftory of Roger from the uniform and fruit- 
lefs hoftilities of every age. After the fack 
of Corinth, Athens, and Tbebes, his lieutenant 
embarked with a captive train of weavers and 
artificers of both fexes, a trophy glorious to 
their mafter, and difgraceful to the Greek 
emperor (22). The lang of Sicily was not 
infenfible of the value of the prefent ; and, 
in the reftitution of the prifoners, he except- 
ed only the male and female manufadlurers of 

Thebes 

(zi) The manufaftores of Palermo, as they arc defcribed by Hogo 
palcandut (Hift. Sicula in proem, in Maratori Script. Rerumltalicarum* 
torn. V. p. 256.) is a copy of thofe of Greece. Without trantcribing hU 
decUmatory fenteoces, which I have foftened in the text, 1 (hall ob« 
ferve, that in this paiTige, the ftrange word exarentafmata is very pro* 
perly changed for exanthemata by Carifius, the firft editor. Falcandus 
lived about the year 1190. ■ 

(2z) Jade ad interiora Graecix progreffi Corinthum, Thebas, Athenaa* 
kntiqua nobilitate celebres expugnant ; et maxima ibidem preda direpta, 
opifices etiam qai Sericos pannos texere folent, ob igno(riini|pn Inl|»era« 
toris illtus, fuique principis gloriam, captivos deducunt. Qoos Rogeriut, 
in Palermo Sicilix metcppoli coilocans, artem texendi fuos edof ere prK. 
cepit; et exhinc pnedi£la ars ilta, priusaGrzcis tantuip inter Chrif* 
tianos babita, Romanis patere coepit ingeniis (Otho Fiifingeo. de Geftit 
Frederic! I. 1. i. c. 33. in Muratori Script. Ital. torn. vi. p. 668.)*' 
This exception allows the bifhop to celebrate Lisbon and Almeria ia 
fericorum pannorum opificio pnenobiUflitnse (ia Chroo* apud Muratori« 
Annali dUtalia, torn, ix, p. 4i5*}* 
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Thebes and Corinth, who labour, fays the 
Byzantine hiftorian, under a barbarous lord, 
like the old Eret^ans in the fervice of Da* 
rius (23), A (lately edifice, in the jpalace of 
Palermo, was erefted for the ufe of this in- 
duftrious colony (24) ; and the art was pro- 
pagated by their children and difeiples to fa- 
tisiy the encreafing demand of the weftern 
world. The decay of the looms of Sicily may 
be afcribed to the troubles of the ifland, and 
the competition of the Italian cities. In the 
year thirteen hundred and fourteen, Lucca 
alone, among her fifter republics, enjoyed the 
lucrative monopoly (25). A domeftic revolu- 
tion difperfed the manufafturers to Florence, 
Bologna, Venice, Milan, and even the coun- 
tries beyond the Alps ; and thirteen years af- 
ter this event, the ftatutes of Modena enjoin the 
planting of mulberry trees, and regulate the 
duties on raw filk (26). The northern climates 
are lefs propitious to the education of the filk- 
worm ; but the induftry of France and Eng- 
land (27) is fupplied and enriched by the pro-^ 
duftions of Italy and China. 

I muft repeat the complaint that the vague Rerenue of 
and fcanty memorials of the times will not af- ^^pl^J**^ 
ford any juft eftimate of the taxes, the revenue. 

Vol. X. H and 

1(13) Nlcetas in ManaeK 1. li. c. 8. p. 65. He defcrlbes thffe 
Greeks as fkiUed cmiTptttc odoia; u^Mtivciy, as (;>a> Trftcretvos^orra^ rw i^»f(tT«y 

(14) Hugo Falcandus ftyles tbem nobiles officlnas. The Arabs had 
not introduced filk, thpugh thejr bad planted cane's and made fugar in 
the plain of Palermo. 

(25) See the Life of CaflruCcioCaflrac^ni, not by Machiavel, but by hi* 
more aathentic biographer Nicholas Tegrimi. Muratori, who has in- 
ferted it in the xi^^ volume of his Scriptures, quotes this cutioas paflagc 
in his Italian Antiquities (tom. i. diflfert. xxv. p. 37S ). 

(26) From the MS. ftatutes, as they are quoted by Muratori in hit 
Italian Antiquities (tom. ii. differt. xxx. p. 46 — 48.). 

(ay) The broad filk manufacture was cftabliflied in England in the 
year 1620) Anderfon^s Chronological DeduAion, vol. ii. p. 4.) : but it is 
to the irevocation of the edict of Nantes^ that we owe the Spitalfields 
colony. 
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and the refources, of the Greek empire. Front 
every province of Europe and Afia, the rivuletst 
of goid and filver difcharged into the Imperial 
Fefervoir a copious and perennial dream. The 
reparation of the branches from the trunk en- 
creafed che relative magnitude of Gonftantino- 
pte ;: and the maxims of defpotifm contracted 
the ftate to the capital, the capital to the palace, 
and the palace to the royal perfon. A Jewifli 
traveller, who vifited the Eaft in the twelfth 
century, is loft in his admiration of the Byzan- 
tine riches^ " It is here," fays« Benjamin of 
Tudela, "^ in the queen of cities, that the tri* 
^ butes of the Greek empire are annually de- 
*^ pofited, and the lofty towers^ are filled with 
^ precious- magazines of filk, purple and gold. 
" It is faid, that Conftantinoplc pays each day 
*' to her fovereign twenty thoufand pieces^ of 
•' gold ; which are levied^ on the fhops, taverns^ 
^ and markets, on the merchants of Perfia and 
** Egypt, of Ruflia and Hungary, of Italy and 
. " Spain, who frequent the capital by fea and 
" land (28)/* In all pecuniary matters, the 
authority of a Jew is doubtlefs refpedablej 
but as the three hundred and fixty-five days; 
would produce a yearly income exceeding feven 
million* fferling, I am tempted to retrench at 
lead the numerous feftivals of the Greek calen- 
dar. The mafs of treafure that was faved by 
Theodora and Bafil the fecond, will fuggeft a 
fplendid, though indefinite, idea of their fup- 
plies and refources. The mother of Michael,, 
before (he retired to a cloifter, attempted to 
check or expofe the prodigality of her ungrate- 
ful 

(2?) Vovi^t d« Eenjamin 6t Tudefc, torn. i. c. f. p. 44 — 52* The 
Hebrew text has been tranflated into French by that marvellous chiU 
Baratier, who has added a volume of crude learning. The errors and 
fi6Vion9 of the Jewifli rM\^ »re not a fufficient ground to deny the ttai^ 
1st) »f his trave.'t. 
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ful fon, by a free and faithful account of the 
wealth which he inherited ; one hundred and 
nine thoufand pounds of gold, and three hun- 
dred thoufand of filver, the fruits of her owa 
ceconomy and that of her deceafed hufband (29). 
The avarice of Bafil is not lefs renowned than 
his valour and fortune : his viftorious armies 
were paid and rewarded without breaking into the 
mafs of two hundred thoufand pounds of gold 
(about eight millions fterling), which he had 
buried in the fubterraneous vaults of the palace 
(^30). Such accumulation of treafure is rejefted 
by the theory and praftice of modern policy ; and 
we are more apt to compute the national riches 
by the ufe and abufe of the public credit. 
Yet the maxims of antiquity are ftill em- 
braced by a monarch formidable to his ene- 
mies ; by a republic refpeftable to her allies ; 
and both have attained their refpeftive ends, of 
military power, and domeftic tranquillity. 

Whatever might be confumed for the prefent ponip md 
wants, or referved for the future ufe of thei««"''y®^ 
ftate, the firft and moft facred demand was forloru^^^' 
the pomp apd pleafure of the emperorj and 
his difcretion only could define the meafure of 
his private expence. The princes of Conftan- 
tinople were far removed from the fimplicity of 
nature ; yet, with the revolving feafons, they 
were led by tafte and fafhion to withdraw to 
a purer air, from the fmoke and tumult of 
the capital. They enjoyed, or affefted to en- 
joy, the ruftic feftival of the vintage : their 
leifure was amufed by the exercifc of the 
chace and the calmer occupation of fifliing, 
and, in the fummer heats, they were fhaded 

' H 2 from 

(19) See the continuator of Theopbanes (l.-xv. p. io'j.),Ctinnu% 
(p. §44 ), and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. I57-)' 

(30) Zbaaras (torn. ii. 1. xvii. p; 225.), inftead of pounds, ufes tBe 
mo e claflic appellation of talent?, which, in a literal fenfe asd ilriil 
contipaiation, would naultiply fixty fold the treafure of Bafil* 
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from the fun, and refreflied by the cooling 
I breezes from the fea. The coafts and iflands 

I of Afia and Europe were covered with their 

; magnificent villas : but> inftead of the modeft 

^ art which fecretly drives to hide itfelf and to 

decorate the fcenery of nature, the marble 
ftrufture of their gardens ferved only to ex- 
pofe the riches of the lord, and the labours 
of the architeft* The fucceffive cafuakics of 
inheritance and forfeiture, had rendered the 
' fovereign proprietor of many (lately houfes in 

the city and fuburbs, of which twelve were 
appropriated to the minifters of ftate ; but the 
Thepa'acc orreat palaceC'^0* the centre of the Imperial 
tinopie. refidence^ was nxed durmg eleven centuries 
to the fame pofition, between the hippodrome^ 
the cathedral of St. Sophia, and the gardens, 
which defcended by many a terrace to the 
fhores of the Propontis. The primitive edi- 
fice of the firft Conftantine was a copy or 
rival of ancient Rome ; the gradual improve- 
ments of his fucceffors afpired to emulate the 
wonders of the old world (32), and in the 
tenth century, the Byzantine palace excited 
the admiration, at lea(l of the Latins, by an 
unqueftionable pre-eminence of ftrength, fize, 
and magnificence (33). But the toil and trea- 
fure of fo many ages had produced a vaft 

and 

(31) For i co(>iott9 an^ ministe defcription of the Impefial palace, fee 
the Conftantinop« Chrifttatia (1. ii. c. 4. p. 113 — 123 ) of Ducange, the 
Tillemont of the middle ages. Never has laborious Germany produced 
two antiquarians mote laborious ahd accurate, than thefe two natives of 
lively France. 

(3a) The Bvzantine palace furpaiTes the Capitol, the palace of Per- 
'gamus, the Runrrian wood {^ai^pav dyaXfjta), the temple of Adrian at 
• Cycicus, the* pyramids, the Pharus, &c. according to an epigram (An« 

tholog. Grsc. 1. iv. p. ^%S, 4S9. Brodaei, apud Wechel) afcribed to 
Julian, tx*prxfe£t of Egypt. Seventy* one of his epigrams, fome lively, 
are colirfted in Brunck (Analed. Graec» torn. ii. p. 493 — 510.) 9 but 
, thif is waoting« 

(33) CobftaDtinopolitanum Palattum non pulchritudine folum,veruro 
•ti.^m fortitudine, omnibus quas unquam videram munitionibus praeftat 
(Liutprandf HiSt, 1. v. c. 9. p 465.}. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. loi 

and irregular pile : ejich feparate building was 
marked with the charader of the times 'and 
of the founder ; and the want of fpiace might 
cxcufe the reigning monarch who demolilhed, 
perhaps with fecret fatisfeftion, the works of 
his predeceffors. The ceconomy of the em- 
peror Tbeophilus allowed a more free and am- 
ple fcope for his domeftic luxury and fplen- 
dour. A favourite aimbaffador who had af- 
tonifhed the AbbaiBdes themfelves by his 
pride and liberality, prefented on his re- 
turn the model of a palace, which the caliph of 
Bagdad had recently conftru<9:ed on the banks 
of the Tigris- The model wa« inftantly copied 
and furpalfed : the new buildings of Theophi- ' 
lus (34) were accompanied with gardens, and 
with five churches, one of which wa§ confpi^ 
cuous for fize and beauty: it was crowned 
with three domes, the roof of gilt br^ re- 
pofed on columns of Italian marble, aud the ^ 

walls were incrufted with marbles of various 
colours. In the face of the church a femi-cir- 
cular portico, of the figure and name of the 
Greek ftgma was fupported by fifteen columns 
of Phrygian marble, and the fubterraneous 
vaults were of a fimilar conftrudion. The 
fquare before the figma was decorated with a 
fountain, an4 the margin of the bafon was 
lin^d and encompaflfed with plates of filver. In 
the beginning of each feafon, the bafon, in- 
(lead of water, was repleniftied with the moft 
exquifite fruits, whidi were abandoned to the 
populace for the entertainment of the prince. 
He enjoyed this tumultuous fpeftacle from a 
throne refplendejit with gold and gems, which 

was 



(34) See Ae anotiyqiOQS contimiator of Theophane? (p. 59. 61. 86 ), 
^hom I have followed in the neat and concife abAra^ of Lc Beau (Hiil^ 
4lk ^s-£iiipire (torn. ziv. p« 436. 438.)* 
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was raifed by a marble ftair-cafe to the height 

of . a lofty terrace, . Below the throne were 

feated the officers of his guards, the magiftrates, 

the chiefs of the faftions of the circus ; the 

inferior fteps were occupied by the people, and 

the place below was covered with troops of 

dancers, fingers, and pantomimes. The ftjuare 

was furrounded by the hall of juftice, the ar- 

fenal, and the various offices of bufinefs and 

pleafure ; and the purple chamber was named 

from the annual diftribution of robes of fcarlet 

and purple by the hand of the emprefs herfelf. 

The long feries of the apartments was adapted 

to the feafons, and decorated with marble and 

porphyry, with painting, fculpture, and mofaics, 

with a profufion of gold, filver, and precious 

ftones. His fanciful magnificence employed the 

ikill and patience of fuch artifls as the times 

could aflFord : but the tafte of Athens would 

have defpifed their frivolous and coftly labours ^ 

a golden tree, with its leaves and branches, 

ivhich fheltered a multitude of birds, warbling 

their artificial notes, and two lions of mafly 

gold, and of the natural fize, who looked and 

roared like their brethren of the foreft. The 

fucceflbrs of Theophilus, of the Bafilian and 

Comnenian dynafties, were not lefs ambitious 

of leaving fome memorial of th^ir refidence ; 

and the portion of the palace moft fplendid and 

auguft, was dignified with the title of the goldeq 

♦nTlttend- ^^^^'-^^^^'^ (35)- ^'^^^ becoming modefty, the 

aac«. rich and noble Greeks afpired tq imitate their 

fovereign, and when they paffed through the 

ftreets on horfeback, in their rob?s of filk and 

embroidery, 

(55) In tureo triclioio quae praeftantior eft pars potentiffimus (the 
vfurfer Routauus) degens cxteras partes (fiiis) diftribuerat (Liurprand. 
Hift. 1. V, c. 9. p. 469.)- For this lax iignification of Tri linipn^ 
(aedificium tria tcI plura ttXtvti fcilicit ^tyt compUaens), fee Docangc 
(GloiT. GrsBC. et Obferirations fur JoinviJlr, p. 240.) and RcUkc U4 
f:<)ii^tini;|mdeC«remoniis« p. 7.}. 
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embroidery, they were miftaken by the children 
for kings (36). A matrbn of Peloponefus (.?7), 
who had cheriflied the infaHt fortunes of Bafil 
the Macedonian, was excited by tenderhefs 
or vanity to vifit the greatriefs of her adopt- 
ed fon. In a journey of five' hundred miles 
from Patra« to Conftantinople, her age or indo- 
lence dectihed the fotigue of ^ borfe orcsmage : 
the foft fitter or bed of Daiiielis was tranf- 
ported on the flioulders of ten robuft flaves;. 
and ^s they were reUevcd at feafy diftances, a 
band of three hundred was feleded for- the 
performance of this fervicc, She was enter- 
tained in the Byzantine palace with filial reve- 
Tence, and the honours of a queen:; and what- 
ever might be the origin of her wealth, her 
gifts were not Hnworthy of the rega?l dignity* 
i have already defcribed the fine and curious 
tnanufaftures of Peloponefus, <xf linen, filk, 
and wodlen; but the moft acceptable of her 
prefents confided in three hundred beautiful 
youths, of whom one Inindred were eu- 
nuchs r38) 4 " for flie was not ignorant," fays 
ihe hiltorian, ** that the ah- of the palace is 
** more congenial to fuch infeQ:s, than a ftiep^ 
*^ herd's dairy to the flies of the fummer.** 
During Tier lifetime, fhe beftowed the greater 
part of her aftates in Peloponefus, arid her tet- 
tament inftituted Leo the fon of Bafil her uni- 
verfal hein Afi.er the payrrient of :the legacies; 

fourfcore 

\^$) litest w^i(Ciy t'Ea^nmn of Tii4e1«) r^gom firifi vMeotuf 
)f ei^miles. I prefer the Latin ^eriion of Conftaatvne TEBipereur (p, 
4<6-), t» the French of fiaratirr (torn, i; p. 49.). 

(37) ^^^. tke peccant' of her jvyrfey, t|U|}aifu:ence^ tad teftameat, 
«n the Life of Bftfii> by bis graodfon Cooftaatine (c. 74 75> 76. p. 19^; 
— 197.). 

•(38) Csrfsmathim {jutpftfAuht, Ducange, GloC) Grcci vocant, am- 
{>tttatts virilibus et virga, puerum enquchum quus Verduneafes merc^toret 
ob -immeDfum lucrum facere folent cC in Hifpaniam ducere (LiutpVand^ 
i. v\. c. 3 p. 470. ) — The )aft abomination of the Abo^^iinable. Oave- 
trade ! Yet I am furprifed to find ip the x}^ctatuTjt fuch a^iwe i^ecu- 
latioM -of commerce in Lorraine. 
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fourfcore villas or farms were added to the 
Imperial domain ; and three thoufand flaves of 
Danielis were enfranchifed by their new lord^ . 
and tranfplanted as a colony to the Italian coaft. 
From this example of a private matron, we 
may eftimate the wealth and magnificence of 
the emperors. Ypt our enjoyments are confin* 
ed by a narrow circle; and, whatfoever may 
be its value, the luxury of life is poffeffed with 
more innocence and fafety by the mafter of 
his own, th?in by tji? fteward, of the public 
fortune. 
"TT ^" ^^ abfolute government, which levels the 
JhcimpV.uidiftindions of noble and plebeian birth, the 
taraiiy. foveteign is thp foje 'fountani pf honour ; and 
the rank, both in the palace and the empire, 
depends on the title§ and office^ which are be-r 
flowed and refumed by his arbitrary will. Abqve 
a thoufand years, from Vgfpafiau to Alexius 
Comnpnus (39), the Cafar was the fecond 
perfon, or at leaft the fecond (iegree, after the 
fupremc title of Augujlu& was more freely com- 
municated to the fons apd brothers of the reign- 
ing monarch. To elude without violatiiig hi§ 
promife to a powerful afTpciate, the hufband of 
his fifter ; and, without giving himfelf an equal, 
to reward the piety; pf his brother Ifaac, the 
jcrafty Alexius interppfed a new and fuperemi-* 
pent dignity,. The happy flexibility of the 
Greek tongue allowed him tp.cpmppund the 
names of Auguftus and emperor (Sebaftos and 
Autocrator), and the union produced the fono- 
rous title of Sebajiocrator. He was exalted 
above the Caefar on the firft {lep pf thq throne : 
the public acclamations repeated his name ; and 

he 

• (39) See the Alcxbd (1. ill. p. 75, 79^ of Anna Comnpna, who, 
except in filial piety, may be connpaVed to MademoileHc dc Montpen- 
fier. In her awful reverence for title» and forms, {he flyles her father 
^ici^iniA.ma.^y)ii:iy\\ic\xi\^Xi\Qx of this royal a;t, the riyy^ Ttp^vw, arid 
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he was only diftinguiihed from the fovereign by 
ibme peculiar ornaments of the head and feet. 
The emperor alone could aflame the purple or 
red bufkins, and the clofe diadem or tiara^ 
which imitated the fafliion of the Perfian 
kings (40). It was an high pyramidal cap of 
cloth or filk, a^moft concealed by a profufion of 
pearls and jewels : the crown was formed by 
an horizontal circle and two arches of gold : at 
the fummit, the point of their interfeftion, was 
placed a globe or crofs, and two firings or lap- 
pets of pearl depended on either cheek. In- 
ftead of red, the bufkins of the Sebaftocrator 
and Caefar were green ; and on their open coro- 
nets or crowns, the precious gems were more 
fparii^ly diftributed- Befide and below the 
Caefar, the fancy of Alexius created the Panhy- 
ferfsbafios and the ProtofebqftoSj whofe found 
and fignification will fatisfy a Grecian ear^r 
They imply a fuperiority and a priority above 
the fimple name of Auguftus ; and this facred 
and primitive title of the Roman prince was 
degraded to the kinfmen and fervants of the 
Byzantine court. . ITxe daughter of Alexius 
applauds, with fond complacency, this artful 
gradation of h^pes and honours ; but the fcience 
of words is acceffible to the meaneft capacity ; 
and this vain diftionary was eafily enriched by 
the pride jof his fucceflbrs. To their favourite 
fons or brothers, they imparted the lofty appel- 
lation of l,ord or I)efpcty which was illuftrated 
with new ornainents and prerogatives, and 
placed immediately after the perfon of the em- 
peror himfelf. The five titles of, i. Defpot\ 

2. Sehaf' 

(40) iTtfxfAOy f§<pAvof, hahtfMt, fee Rei/Ice, ad Ceremooiale^ p. 14, 
j;. Ducange has giviso a learoed difTertation on the crowos of Con< 
^antinople, Rome, France, Scc» (fur JoinviUe xxv. p* ftSg— >3P3^) s 
^ttt of his cbirty-four models, none cxaAiy tally with Anoe*i de- 
(ciiption. ..... 
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Wo6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

it. Sebq/iocrafor ; ^.Ca/ar; 4. Panhyperfsbajios; 
and, 5, Proiofisbajtos ; were ufually confined to 
the princes of his blood : they were the emana- 
tions of his majefty ; but as they exercifed no 
regular funftions, their exiftence was ufelefs, 
and their authority precarious. 
Sf "ikI But in every monarchy the fobftantial powers 
the ftatc, ' of govefnment muft be divided and exercifed 
by the minifters of the palace and treafury, the 
fleet and army. The titles alone can differ; 
and in the revoliition of ages^ the counts and 
praefefls, the prastor and qugeftor, infenfibly de- 
fended, while their fervants rofe above their 
heads to the firft' honours of the ftate. i.In 
A monarchy, which refers every object to the 
perfon of the prince, the care and cereafonies 
of the palace form the mod refpeftable depart- 
ment. The- Curopalata (41)5 fo iUuftrious in 
the age of Juftinian, was fupplanted by ihe 
Prvtovejtiar^^ whofe primitive funSions were 
limited to the cuftody of the wardrobe; From 
thence his jurifdidion was extended over the 
numerous menials of pomp and luxury ; and he 
prefided with his filver wand at the public and 
private audience. 2. In the ancient fyftcm of 
Conflantine, th^ name of Li)gothete^ or accoun- 
tant, was applied to the receivers of the finan- 
ces : the principal officers l^ere diftinguiflied as 
the Logothetes of the domain, of the ports, 
the army, the private and public treafure ; and 
the great Logothete^ the fupreme* guardian of the 
laws and revenues, is compared with the chan« 

ccUor 

(41] Far exftans ««iri8, Iblo diademite difpar 
Ordine pro rcrum vockatus Curs-Palati^ 
fays the African Cerippus (de Laudibus Juftini, I. i. 136.}; and In die 
fanfte ceatgry (the vi^>*), Cafliodoriut reprefeota him, who, Ti"!! aoiea 
decoratui, mter Dumerofa obfequia primui ante ptdes regit incedfret 
(Variar. irii. 5.). But thia great officer, unknown, anviyv^^oq, exer- 
cifingno funf^ton, vw h y^fAun, was caA down by che modem Greeks 
to the Kf '** rank (Codin. c. 5. p. 65}. 
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cellor of the Latin monarchies (42)* His dif- 
cerning eye pervaded the civil ^dminiflration ; 
and he was a0i(led, in due fubordination, by 
the eparch or praefed of the city, the firft fe- 
cretary, and the keepers of the privy feal, the 
archives, and the red or purple ink which was • 
referved for the facred fignature of the emperor 
alone (43). The introdudlor and interpreter of 
foreign ambaffadors were the grc?^ Chiau/s (44) 
and the Dragoman (45), two names of Turkilh 
origin, and which are ftill familiar to the fu* 
blime Porte. 3. From the humble ftyle and 
fervice of guards, the Dome/iies irifenfibly rofc 
to the ftation of generals ; the military themes 
of the Eaft and Weft, the legions of Europe 
and Afia, were often divided, till the^^r^j* Do^ 
mejlic was finally invefted with the univerfal and 
abfolute command of the land forces. The 
Frotojirator^ in his original functions, was the 
affiftant of the emperor when he mounted on 
}iorfeback : he gradually became the lieutenant 
of the great Domeftic in the field; and his 
jurifdiftion extended over the ftables, the caval- 
ry, and the royal train of hunting and hawking. 
The Straiopedarcb was the great Judge of the 
camp; the Protofpathaire commanded the guards ; 

the 
» 

(42) Nicetas fin Manu.d, 1. ▼!!• c i.) defines him «c n A«Tiy«tfy ^wn 
%Myu.i'K(ifuny «c ^'EXXuvcc litrcitv Ao^erny. Yet the epithet of fjnyaq 
vvas added by the elder Andronicus (Ducange, torn. i. p. %%%, S»3.). 

(43) From Leo 1. (A. D. 470) the Imperial ink, which itftillvifible 
en fome original a^s, wai a mixture of vermilion and cinnabar, or pur- 
ple. The eroperor*s guardians, who (har^d in his prerogative, always 
marked in green ink the indidion, and the month. See the Diftioniiafre 
Diplomatique (torn. i. p. 511 — 513 ), a valuable abridgment. 

(44) The fulran fent a Stave to Alexius (Anna Comnena, 1. vi. p. 
170. Ducange ad loc.)$ and Pacb>mer often fpeaks of rht fAtyaq tla,u^ 
{\. vii. c. I. 1. zii*c. 30. 1. xiti. C. 22.)* The Chiaouih baiha is now 
at the head of 700 officers (Rycaut's Ottoman Empire, p. 349. odavo 
edition). 

(45) Tagerman it the Arable name of aif interpreter (d*Herbe]of, 
p. 8541 855. )> irpaToc T«v iffAtntmv if itwwff ovo^a^tfrt ^^yofjutwf, f<y« 
Codinos (c. 5. N<» 70. p. 67.). See Villrfiardouin (N" 96.). BuA)e- 
iquius t^pift. iv. p« 33S ). and Ducange (Obfervatioas fur VillebardouK^ 
$Ai Clofl*. Grx^ii^et Latin.). 
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the Con/iable C46), the great JEferiarch^ and the 
Acolyth^ were the feparate chiefs of the Franks, 
the Barbarians, and the Varangi, or Englilh, 
the ntiercenary ftrangers, who, in the decay of 
the national fpirit, formed the nerve of the By- 
- zantine armies. 4. The naval powers were un- 
der the command of the great Duke ; in his ab- 
fence they obeyed the great Drungaire of the 
fleet ; and, in his place, the Emir^ or admiral^ 
a name of Saracen extraftion (47), but which 
has been naturalized in all the modern languages 
of Europe. Of thefe officers, and of many 
more whom it would be ufelefs to enumerate, the 
civil and military hierarchy was framed. Their 
honours and emoluments, their drefs and titles, 
their mutual falutations and refpeftive pre-emi* 
nence, were balanced with more exquifite la^ 
hour, than would have fixed the conftitution of 
a free people ; and the code was almoft perfed: 
when this bafelefs fabric, the monument of 
pride and fervitude, was for ever buried iu the 
ruins of the empire (48). 
Adoritionof The moft lofty titles, and the moft humble 
the empe- poftures, which devotion has applied to the Su- 
preme Being, have been proftituted by flattery 
and fear to creatures of the fame nature with 
ourfelves. The mode of adoration (49), of 
falling proftrate on the ground, and kiffing the 
feet of the emperor, was borrowed by Diocle-» 

tiaii 

(46) K«yor«vX«c> or MVTocctvXod a corruption frnm the Latin Comet 
ftsib«Uy or the French ConneUble« In a miliury fenfe, it was ufed by 
the Greeki in the xi*'* century, at lead as early ai in France. 

(i?) It was dire^ly borrowed from the Normant. In thexii^^ cen- 
tory, Giannone reckons the admiral of Sicily an^opg the great officers. 

(4S) This /ketch of honours and offices is dravt/n frf>m George Codi- 

I aus Curopalata, who furvived the taking of Conftantinople ty the Turks : 

liii elaborate though trifling work (de Officiis Ecclefise et Aulx.C. W) 

Iras been illtiftrated by the notes of Goar, and the three books of Gret* 

fer, a learned Jefnit. 

(49) The refpe^kful falutttion of carrying the hand to the mouth, tf</0/y 
U the root of the Latin word, adorti adorare. See our learned Selden 
(^rol. iii. p 141 — 145. 94i.)> >>> ^^* Titles of Honour^ It feems, from 
the !•* book of Herodottti, to be of Pcrfiao origin. 
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tian from Perfian fervitude ; but it was conti- 
nued and aggravated till the lafl: age of the 
Greek monarchy. Excepting only on Sundays, 
when it was waved, from a motive of religious 
pride, this humiliating reverence was exafted 
from all who entered the royal prefence, from 
the princes inverted with the diadem and purple, 
and from the ambafladors who reprefented their 
independent fovereigns, the caliphs of Alia, 
Egypt, or Spain, the kings of France and Italy, 
and the Latin emperors of ancient Rome. In Reception 
his tranfaftions of bufmefs, Liutprand, bifhopjj^*"^^** 
of Cremona (50), afferted the free fpirit of a *^"' 
Frank and the dignity of his mafter Otho. Yet 
his fincerity cannot difguife the abafement of 
his firft audience. When he approached the 
throne, the birds of the golden tree began to 
warble their notes, which were accompanied 
by the roarings of the two lions of gold. 
With his two companions, Liutprand was com- 
pelled to bow and to fall proftrate ; and thric^s 
he touched the ground with his forehead. He 
arofe, but, in the fhort interval, the throne had 
been hoifted by an engine from the floor to 
the cieling, the Imperial figure appeared in new 
and more gorgeous apparel, and the interview 
was concluded in haughty and majeftic filence. 
In this honeft and curious narrative, the biflxop 
of Cremona reprefents the ceremonies of the 
Byzantine court, which are ftill praftifed in the 
fublime Porte, and which were preferved in the 
laft age by the dukes of Mufcovy or Ruffia. 
After a long journey by the fea and land, from 
Venice to Conftantinople, the ambaflador halted 
at the golden gate, till he was condufted by the 

formal 

(go) The two embaifies of Liutprand to Conftantinople,. all that he 
faw or fuffered in the Greek capital, are pleafantly described by himfelf 
(Hift. 1. vi. c. 1—4, p. 469— •471. Legatio ad Nicepfaoruan Pbxaaiy 
p. 479—489.}. 
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formal officers to the hofpitable palace prepared 
for his reception ; but this palace was a prifon, 
and his jealous keepers prohibited all focial in- 
tercourfe either with ftrangers or natives. At 
his firfl audience, he offered the gifts of his 
mafter, (laves, and golden vafes, and coftly ar- 
mour. The oftentatious payment of the officers 
and troops difplayed before his eyes the riches 
of the empire : he was entertained at a royal 
banquet (51), in which the ambafladors of the 
nations were marflialled by the efteem or con- 
tempt of the Greeks : from his own table, the 
emperor, as the moft fignal favour, fent the 
plates which he had tafted ; and his favourites 
were difmiffed with a robe of honour (52}. In 
the morning and evening of each day, his civil 
and military fervants attended their duty in the 
palace; their labour was repaid by the fight, 
perhaps by the fmile, of their lord ; his com- 
mands were lignified by a nod or a fign : but 
all earthly greatnefs Jlood filent and fubmiffive 
^Ta'cda"* ^^ ^^^ prefence. In his regular or extraordina- 
maiiom. ry proceffions through the capital, he unveiled 
his perfon to the public view : the rights of po- 
licy were connefted with thofe of religion, and 
his vifits to the principal churches were regu- 
lated by the feftivals of the Greek calendar. On 
the eve of thcfe proceffions, the gracious or de- 
vout intention of the monarch was proclaimed 
by the heralds. The ftreets were cleared and 
purified ; the pavement was ftrewed with flowers ; 
the moft precious furniture, the gold and filver 

plate^ 

(51) A'm^hg the amufements of the feaft, r boy balanced, on bis 
forcbeadi a pike, or polr, twenty-four feet long, with a crofs bar of 
two cobiti a little below the top. Two .boyi, naked, though cin^ured 
f{amfefirati)to%,tthtT, and fingiv, climbed, flood, pla>ed,derceodcd, &c. 
ita me ftuptdom reddidit : utrum mirabilioi n^fcio (p. 470.) At another 
repaft an homily of Chryfoftom on the A€tt of the Apoftles was read 
clatS voce non Latine (p. 483.)' 

(51) Caia it not improbably derived from Cala, or Cfttoat, in Arabic, 
» robe of hoooar (Reiike, NoU in Ceremoo. p. S4.). 
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plate, and fitken hangings, were dilplayed from 
the windows and balconies, and a fevere difci- 
pline reftrained and filenced the tumult of the 
populace. The march was opened by the mili- 
tary officers at the head of their troops ; they 
were followed in long order by the magiftrates 
and minifters of the civil government : the per- 
fon of the emperor was guarded by his eunuchs 
and domeftics, and at the church-door, he was 
folemnly received by the patriarch and his cler- 
gy. The talk of applaufe was not abandoned 
to the rude and fpontaneous voices of the crowd* 
The mod convenient ftations were occupied by 
the bands of the blue and green fadbions of the 
circus ; and their furious conflids, which had 
fliaken the capital, were infenfibiy funk to an 
emulation of fervitude. From either fide they 
echoed in refponfive melody the praifes of the 
emperor ; their poets and muficians direfted the 
choir, and long life (53) and viftory were the 
burthen of every fong. The fame acclamations 
were performed at the audience, the banquet, 
and the church ; and as an evidence of bound« 
lefs fway, they were repeated in the Latin (54), 
Gothic, Perfiari, French, and even Englifti lan- 
guage ($5^9 ^y ^^ mercenaries who fuftained 
the real or fiditious charafter of thofe nations. 
By the pen of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus, 
this fcience of form and flattery has been reduc- 
ed into a pompous and trifling volume (56), 

which 

($3) noXv;(^(^f.v is ezpbined by ivfujUf^Kv (CodiJi, c. j, Ducaoge^ 
Clolf. Grzc. com. i. p. 1199 ). 

(54) Kana-ifSiT Ata? hfAm^wfA /Sirpv/tA — ^txrof vif o^fAWif — BnBnr% 
A9fAm HfAWifar^fti m fjLuXroq «vyoc (Cerlmon* c, 7$*P'^iS'}- "^ *** 
want of the Latia V, obliged ths Greeks to employ their B ; nor do they 
regard qnantity. Till he recotle^ed the true tankage, thefe ftraoge 
fcfl^ences might puzzle a profefTor. 

(5<) Majfctyyot xttra rnf ftirpiaf yKma-TAt **» wtm, %y}n IvxXmct «roXu- 
yjfWiJI^av^i (Codin. p. 90.). I wt/h he had prefeived the wordfl, however 
corrupt, of their Engliih acclamation. 

(56} For air the ff ceremonies, fee the profeflTed work of Conftantine ' 
Porphyrogenitus with the notes, or rather dtircitations, of bis German 

editors^ 
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which the vanity of fucceeding times might en^ 
rich with an ample fupplement. Yet the calmer 
reflection of a prince would furely fuggeft, that 
the fame acclamations were applied to ef ery cha- 
r after and every reign : and if he had rifen from 
a private rank, he might remember, that his 
own voice had been • the loudeft and moft 
eager in applaufe, at the very moment, when 
he envied the fortune, or confpired againft the 
life, of his predeceflbr (57). 
Mirriageof The princes of the North, of the nations, 
with foreign fays Conftantine, without faith or fame, were 
x^ahont. ambitious of mingling their blood with the 
blood of the Caefars, by their marriage with 
a royal virgin, or by the nuptials of their 
daughters with a Roman prince (58). The 
aged monarch, in his inftruftions to his fon, 
reveals the fecret maxims of policy and pride j 
and fuggcfts the moft decent reafons for reS. 
fufing thefe infolent and unreafonable demands. 
Every animal, fays the difcreet emperor, is 
prompted by nature to feek a mate among 
the animals of his own fpecies ; and the hu- 
man fpecies is divided into various tribes, by 
the diftindion of language, religion, and man- 
ners. A juft regard to the purity of defcent 
preferves the harmony of public and private life ; 
but the mixture of foreign blood is the fruitful 
fource of diforder and difcord. Such had ever 
been the opinion and praftice of the fage Ro^ 
mans : their jurifprudence profcribed the mar- 
riage 

editors, Leich and Rciflce. . For the rank of xYi^Jtanding courtiers, p. 
So. not 23. 62 ; for the adorarion, except on Sundays, p. 95. 240. not. 
131. ; the proceffionsy p. %, &c. not. p. 3, &c. the acciamationi, paffim. 
not. 2$, &c. ; the factions and Hippodrome, p. 177-— 114. not. 9. 93, 
Sec.i the Gothic games, p. z%i. not. lll.$ vintage, p. xiy. not. 109.} 
much more information is icattered over the work. 

(57)Et privato Othoni et nuper eadem dicenti nota adulatio (Tacit. 
Hift. i. 8;.)- 

(58) The xiii'^ chapter, de Adminiftratione Imperii, may be ex- 
plained and redificd by the f amilix Byz4Atin« of Ducaoge, 
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riageofa citizen and a ftranger : in the days 
of freedom and virtue, a fenator would have, 
fcorned to ipatch his daughter with a king : the 
glory of M^^rk Anthony was fuUied by an Egyp- 
tian wife (59). } and the emperor Titus was 
compelled, by popular cenfure, to difmifs. with " 
reludance the reluftant Berenice (60). This 
perpetual interdift was ratified by the fabulous 
fandion df the great Conftantine. The am- 
baffadors: of the nations, mor^ efpecially of the 
unbelieving nations, were folemnly admonilh- 
ed, that fuch ftrange alliances had been con- 
demned by the founder of the church and 
city. The irrevocable law was infcribed on imaginary 
the altar of St. Sophia ; and the impious ^^^**"* 
prince who fhould ftain the majefty of the 
purple was excluded from the civil and ec- 
clefiaftical communion of the Romans. If the 
ambaffadors. were inftrudted by any falfe bre- 
thren in the ^ Byzantine hiftory, they might , 
produce . three memorable, examples of the. 
violation of this imaginary law : the marriage' 
of Leo,' or rather of his fatiier Conftantine 
the four jh, with the daughter df the king of 
the ChQz^rs, the. nuptials of the grand-daugh* 
ter of Romanus with a Bulgarian prince, and 
the union of Bertha of France and Italy with 
young Rpm^nus,^ the fon of Conftantine Por- 
phyrogenitus himfelf. To tbcfe objediops, 
three anfwers were prepared^ which folved the 
difficulty and eftablilhed the law. I. TheThcfirftex- 
VoL.'%. . I ' deedra;3,. ' 

(59) Sequitarqoe aefat ^g^ptiaconjonx (Virgil, iEneid ^ii. 68S.).' 
Yet this Egyptian wife waa the daughter of a long line of kiogt. Qjjid 
te mutant (fiiyf Antony in a private letter, to Anguftus), an quod reginam 
ioeo? y^For ipea eft (Sueton. in Auguft. c. 69.). Yet 1 much queftioa 
(for I cannot ftay to enquire), whether the triumvir ever dared to cele- 
brate his marriage either with Roman or Egyptian ritei. 

(60) Berenicem invitus invitam dimific (Suetonius 10 Tito, c. 7.). 
Have 1 obferved elfe where, that this Tewi<h beauty wai at this time 
above fifty yeara of age } The judiciotn Racine has moft difcrtetJy fup* 
prefled botK.hcr age and bcr country. 
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deed and the ^uilt of Conft^ntine Copron;^ 
mus^ "were acknowledged^ The likiiriaa here^ 
tic, who' futlied tite bap^mal font, and de^ 
(Slaredt war againfll the holy knages^, had in«^. 
deed embraced st Barbarian wife. By this im- 
pious stiliance^ he accon^Ii(hed the meafure oi^ 
his crimes, aftd' was dwoted to^ the j«ft cen- 
irtie fecoad, fore o£ the chureliF and of pofferity. II. Ro- 
** * ***' manus^ couldJ not be aHedged as a: heg^timate 
emperor j he was a ptebeian^ ufarper, ignorant 
df the laws, and regardlefs- oi. the bcHiour oP 
the monarchy. Bis fon Chriftbpher, the fa-^ 
ther of the brides w» the thipd in rank in* 
thef college of princes^ at once the frf>^ and 
the accomplice of at vebeltious parent. The? 
Bulgjirians were fincereand devout Oiriftians;^ 
sind the fafijty of the empire, with the re^^ 
demption of many Aouiandi captives^ depend*- 
ed on: 1^16 prepoKefous^ afiiaittce:. Yel no con^ 
iideration eouM difpenfe from the kw of Con-* 
ftantine ; the elergy, the fenate, and the peo^ 
pie, difapproved the eonduSi of Romanus ; 
and he was reproached, botir in Im life anci* 
death, a^'the author of the pubSb difgraceir 
thetHird. HI. f^r the msprtiage of his own fon with the 
A^D. 945. djqghfer^ ^f Hugo king of kaly, a more ho^ 
nourablc dfefencefe contrived by the wJfe Pbrphy^ 
fogenitus. Conftantiney the g»eat asid holy, efr 
teemed the fideKtf and valour of the Ranks(6i)> 
and his prophetic fpkit beheld the vifion o( their 
future greatriefs, 'They afene were excepted^ 
from' the general prohibition r Huga king of 
France was t^e lineal defcendant oi Gharle* 

magne 

(61) Con/hnititir waf made to praife the tvyttuaind in f if sntm of ih^ 
Franks, with whom he craimed a private and public ' alliance. The 
Ffeach writfft (ffaac Cafaaboa in Dedicat. Pol^bii) are higUj deU|^cd' 
with theiis comylimentt. 
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QF THE ROMAN EN^PIRE, 115, 

*"^^ (62) ; and bis ds^ught^r Bertha inhefite<l 
the prerogatives of her family and nation. The 
voice of tfuth and malice infenfibly fcetrSiyed the 
fraud or error of the imperial court. The pa- 
trimonial cftate of Hugo was reduced from the 
monarchy of France to tThefimplecounty of Aries; 
though it was not denied, diat, in the confu- 
fion of the times, he had ufurped the fove* 
reignty of Provence ; and invaded the kingdom 
of Italy. His father was a private noble; and 
if Bertha derived her female defcent front 
the Carlovingian line, every ftep was pol- 
luted with illegitimacy or vice. The grandmo- 
ther of Hugo was the famous Valdrada, the 
concubine, rather than the wife, of the fecond 
Lothair; whofe adultery, divorce, and fecond 
nuptials, had provoked againfl him the thun« 
der of the Vatican. His mother, as (he was 
ftyled, the great Bertha, was fucceffively the 
wife of the count of Aries and of the marquis 
of Tufcany : France and Italy were fcandalized 
by her gallaritries ; and, till the age of three- 
fcore, her lovers of every degree, were the 
zealous fervants of her ambition. The exam* 
pie of maternal incontinence was copied by the 
king of Italy ; and the three favourite concu- 
bines of Hugo were decorated with the claflic 
names of Venus, Juno, and Semele (6^). The 
daughter of Venus was granted to the folicita*- 
tions of the Byzantine court: her name of 

I ft Bertha 

(6s) Cooftan^ne Porpjiyrofsenita* (de A^mitiiftrat. Tmp. c* a(.) eshW 
bits « pedigree and life of the illuftrMui king Hugo trifi^Xa^rv ^nyc Ovy9* 
9oc). A mor^ cojrcit idea may be fonned from the Criticirm of Pagif 
ttkt «oulf of Muratort, and cbe Abridgment of St. Mif c, A« O. 9%^-^ 

(63) After the mention of the three goddeflet, Lintprand rtry nam- 
rp^tj fddf , et quoniam non rex folas iit abotebatar» earom nati ex in- 
certit patribof origioem ducunt (Hift. 1. iv. c. 6.)t for the jnarrtaee of 
the younger Bertha, fee Hift. ). ▼. c 5. i for the incontinence of the 
cMer, doictt exercitto Hymentti, I. ii. c. 15.; for the virtues and vice! 
•f Hugo^ 1. 111. c. 5. Yet it mnft ftot bt forgot, that the blihop of Cn» 
MOOA w«i • l»f«r of ftandal. 
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Bertha was changed to that of Eudoxia ; and fh^ 
was -wedded, or rather betrothed, tp young 
Romanus, the future heir of the empire of the 
Eaft. . The confummation of this foreign alli- 
ance was fufpended by the tender age of the 
two paj-iie^ ; and at the end of five years, the 
union was diffolved by the death of th$ virgin 
fpoufe, The fecond rwife of the emperor Ro« 
manus was a maiden of plebeian^ but of Roman^ 
birth ; and their two daughters, Theophailo and 
Anne, were given in marriage to the prjncea 
t)f the earth. The eldeft was beftowed, as the 
otho of )?iedge of peace, on the eldeft fon of the great 
A.*p!*07i. ^^hoj who had folicitcd this alliance with arm* 
land embaffies. It might legally be queftioned 
bow far a Saxon was entitled to the privilege 
of the French nation: but every fcruple was 
filenced by the fame and piety of a hero who 
had rcftored the empire of the Weft. After the 
death of her father-in-law and hufl^and^ Theo- 
phano governed Rome, Italy and Germany, dur* 
ing the minority of her fon, the third Otho j 
and the tatins have praifed the virtues, of- an 
emprefs, who facrificed to a fuperior duty the 
remembrance of her country (64). In the nup- 
tials of her fitter Anne, every prejudice was 
loft, and every confideration of dignity was fu- 
perfeded, by the ftronger argument of neceflity 
woiodomir and fear. A Pagan of the north, Wolodomir, 
•^^^"' great prince of Ruffia,^afpired to a daughter 
* ' * of the Roman purple ; and his claim was en- 
forced by the threats of war, the promife of 
converfion, and the offer of a powerful fuc- 
^our againft a domeftic rebeU A vidim of her 
religion and country, the Grecian princefs was 

torn 

(64) Licet tils Imperatrix Graeca fibi et «His fuiflet fatis vtilit t.t op^ 
txin.9}.^c, is cbi^ prea«)ble of w inimical writer, apud Pagi, torn, iw^ 
A. D. 989, N« 3« Her marriage and principal anions gvv b^fomajl lA. 
MuraWiii Pagi» and St. Marc^ iiad«r Che proper years. 
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torn from the palace of her fathers, and coi^* 
idemned to a favage re^gii and an hopelefs exile 
on the banks of th^ Boryllhenes, or in the neigh- 
TDourhood of the Polar circle (^S^)* Yet the 
marriage of Anne was fortunate and fruitful : 
the daughter of her grandfon Jeroflaus was re- 
commended by her imperial defcent ; and the 
"king of France, Henry I. fought a wife on the 
laft borders of Europe and Chriftendom (66). 

In the Byxantin/s palace, the emperor w^S the Defpotic 
firft flave of the ceremonies which he impofed, p^*"*'* 
of the rigid forms which regulated eachlJ^orcji 
and gefture^ bcfieged him in the palace^ and 
violated th6 leifuxe of his rural folitude. But 
the lives and fortunes ©f millions hung .on hi$ 
arbitrary will x and the firmeft mindS, fuperior 
to the- allurements of pomp and luxury, jhay 
he feduced by the more adliye jdeafure of com^ 
,manding their equals^ The legiftative and ex- 
ecutive power were centered in the perfon of 
*he monarch, and the laft remains of the au- 
thority of the fenate, were finally eradicated hy 
X.eo thfi PhUofopher (67). A leth^irgy of fer- 
yitude had benumbed the minds of the Greeks | 
in the wildeft tumults of rebellion they nevpr 
^fpired to the idea of a free conftitution;. and 
jhe private charadef of the prince wa$ th^ only 

faurc^ 

1(65') Cedrenus, tmn.li. p. ^699. Zonann, tern. fi. p. in.- HhmcTft^ 
AiA;* S^rac^nicaj 1. iii. c. 6. Kcftpr agnd Levefque, ]^toin. il-. p. iiz» 
Pagi, Critica^ A. D. 9S7, N**-^. • fin^ular concourse ! Wolodoipir aod 
Anne are^ ranked among the'^ainK 0/ the Ruffian church. Yetwe jcnovr 
his vic^ii, and kre ignorant of h«r ^ii^tpes. ' ' 

(66) Hearicui primiM duxit MXoVeth Scythicatn, Rofland, filiam regit 
Jeroflai. An vmbafiy of Bifbopi ^as ^oiit into Rvflia> »nd the father 
gr»tanter-(lia^ ^um maltis dbn{« mifit. Th'u <e.vent )iappened in the 
year 1051. See the paflages'of the original chronicles in Bouquet*s HtP' 
toriaiM of France (ton. Vu p. ^9. 159^ i^l^ 5^9. 3984' 4S1 }. Vultaiit 
nii|ht wonder at this alliance $^ but he ihould not have owned his igno- 
rmnce of the country, religion, &c. of Jeroflatt»— a name io confpicuout 
to the Ruffian annals. 

(67) A conftitutioa of Leo the Pbilofooher (IxicviiiO ne feo^tufcof 
JTulta amplius fiant, fjJeaks the laogoage of naked derpotifm, if/ TOfjur 

■mw ^tra -un ^Ufiv vtkfs^ofAEyotv tfTflf«nrTW^«t« 
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fource and meafure of their public happiheft, 
Superftition revived their chains ; in the churck 
of St. Sophia, he was foleinnly crowned by th^ 
patriarch ; at the foot of the altar, they pledged 
their pai&ve and unconditional obedience to his 
c«witdoa government and family. On his fide he eh* 
"**• g^gcd to abftain as much as poffible from the 
capitsd punifhments of death and inutilation ^ 
his orthodox creed was fubfcribed with his own 
band, and he promifed to obey the decrees of 
the feven fynods, and the canons of the holy 
church (68)» But the affurance of mercy was 
loofe and indefinite ; he fwore, not to his peo- 
ple, but to an invifible judge, iand except in the 
inexpiable guilt of herefy, the miniilers of hea- 
ven tvere always prepared to preach the inde* 
feafible right, and to abfolve the venial trahf-* 
greffions, of their fovereign. The Greek ecclcf 
fiaftics w^rc themfelves the fubjefts of the civil 
magiftrate ; at the hod of a tyrant, the bifliops 
were created or transferred, or depofed, or 
punilhed, with an ignominious death : whatever 
plight be their wealth or influence, they could 
never fucceed like the Latin clergy in the efta- 
blifliment of an independent republic ; ^hd the 
patriarch of Conftantinople cond^piried, what 
he fecretly envied, the temporal greatnefs or 
his Roman brother. Yet the exercife of (>ound- 
lefs defpotifm is happily checked by the laws of 
pature and neceffity. In proportion to his ^iC- 
dom and virtue, the mafter of an empirg p 
f:onfined to the path of his facrcd and laborious 
duty. In proportion to his vice and folly, tc 
{drops the fcepfrp too weighty for his hands; 
and the motions of the royal image are ruled 

by 

(6S}'Codinui (ae OKBciit, c. xvH. p. iio, iit.) gWc^s an M^ 6f this 
^th fo ftrong to the^ church viroi h»i yvi><rt«^ IttXo^ tuu tkot ms iytk* 
fHnXna-utt, To Weak to lh« people jcat Afn/irSM ^oy«y iCm «xfWri)/i«i^1^ 
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Iby the imperceptible thread of fome minifter 6r 
favourite, who undertakes for his private imercft 
to cxercife the tailk of fthe public oppreflioh. 
In fome fatail .mGmetit, the mefft abfolifte m6- 
narch may dsead ifhe reaicm <or jthe caprice rof a 
jiation of fl|yes5 and -ej^pemeBce fcas proved, 
that Whatever is gained m <he extern, is teft in 
the £rfety ;and fblidity, «of re^ power. 

Whatever titles *a 'Aefy&t may affume, whal- Miiittry 
«ver claims lie may ^flSnt, st is on 4he fwo#d ^^wkJ [^ 
3that hfc muft ^timaiely •depend to guaril him Sarawm, 
aigainft Jiis foreign vand Kiomeftic etxemies. From l"ti^ 
■ <he age of Oharlemagne to thaft dF the Crjjiades, 
ithe world (fw I torariook the xemote ationaHchy 
of China) was ^occtrpied and sdifpncited 1:^ ithc 
three great empires *or nations <of the Greeks, 
the Svacens, :atid the Franfe. Their military 
strength may be afcertained *by a comparifon of 
their courage, ?their arts and tithes, and their 
obedience *o a fiipreme head, who might ca(M 
into a^ion all the energies of the ftate. The 
Crrceks, far inferior to their riv^s tn the firft, 
were fuperiar to the Franks, and at lead equal 
to the Satacens, In the focond ^^d third <i{ thele 
iiirariike qualiQcatioQs. 

The wesM ^of the tQr^edks -enaMed them to Navy of *e 
purchafe tie fervice of the poorer nations, and ^"«^*' 
to maintain a naral power for the.proteiElion of 
their coaits ;and the aosoyanoe of tlieir <xk^ 
mies (69). A commerce of timttial benefit €*- 
xihanged the gold of Conftantmopk for ^ blood 
of the Sclavonians and Turks, the Bulgarians 
land RuiTiaiis ; .ihm v>aJbur wambmcd to the 

viifibrics 



X6$) ir welSKen lotheiKreats of Nicep1ior«i» to, tbe aflnbaiTior ^ 
Cti»o» K«c eft in msri domino too ctaffium onmeroi. NanfanUiini for* 
iitado tnihi foli ineft^ ^ai «om cUrlfibttS aggrediai^ bello markimat «jut 
^ipttates iemoliar ; et ^u« flttminibus Cunt virioa redifani in fevUltm* 
(•Liutprapd in Legat. ad Nicsphonim PhocMn« in Murttori ScHptoroi re* 
niiQ Italicanim, torn. ij. part i. p. 401. )• He oMbttcs ill aaott^cr ff4a^ 
^ utitm fnpftaat Vo&etici font et AmalphiuMUu 
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viSories of Nicephorus and Zimifces ; and if an 
hoftile people prefled too clofely on the fron- 
tier, they were recalled to the defence of their 
country, and the defire of peace, by the well- 
managed attack of a more diftant tribe (70). 
The command of the Mediterranean, from the 
mouth of the Tanais to the coltimns of Her- 
cules, was always claimed, and often poiTeifed^ 
by the fucceffors of Conftantine. Their capi- 
tal was filled with naval (lores and dextrous ar« 
tificers : the fituation of Greece and Afia, the 
long coafts, deep gulphs, and numerous iflands, 
accuftomed their fubjeSs to the exercife of na- 
vigation ; and the trade of Venice and Amalfi 
fupplied a nurfery of feamen to the Imperial 
fleet (71). Since the time of the Peloponefian 
and Punic wars, the fphere of aftion had not 
been enlarged; and the fciencc of naval archi* 
teflure appears to have declined. The art of 
conftruding thofe ftupcndous 9iachines, which 
difplayed three, or fix, or tenj ranges of oars, 
rifing above, or fsilling behind, each other, was 
unknown to the fliip-builders of Conftantino^ 
pie, as well as to the mechanicians of modern 
days (72). Ttie Dromones Qj^\ or light gal- 
lies 



(70) Kcc ipft captet com (the emperor Otho) in qua ortus eft pauper 
et pellicea Saxonia : pecuh a qua pollemus cmnes nattones fuper eum \n» 
tritabimus) et quafi Keramicum- confringemui; (Liutprand in Legat^ 
p. 487.). The two books, de a^miniftrandQ Imperio, perpetually in- 
culcate the fame policy. 

(71.) The xix«*^ chapter of the Taaics of Leo (Mewrf. Opera, torn. vl. 
p,. 825 — 848.), which it given more cQtttGt from % ma&ufpript of Qu- 
aiut, by the hboHous Fabricfus (Bibliot. Qrxc. torn. vi. p. 37;t— 379.), 
. relates to the Tfaum^cbiA 0/ naval ^%f. 

(72) Fven of fifteen or fixteen rows of oars, in the navy of Demetrmt 
PoJiorcete*. Thefe were for real ufc : the forty rows of Ftolemy Phxlaf 
idelphus were applied to a floatiog palace, whofe tonnage, according to 
Dr. Arbuthnot {Tables of ancient Coins, &c. p. %\i — ^36.), ;• comparr 
ed as 4^ to one, with an Engli/h 100 gun fliip. 

(73) The Dromones of Leo, &c. arc fo clearly defcribed with two tire 
• pPoars, that I mail ^enfure the verfion of Menrfiius and FabriciuSy who 

pervert the fenfe by a blind attachment to the cUffic appell tion of Trire* 
ffteu The Byz.antine hiftori«ns are foin;:time8 guilty of (he fapie inacr 
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lies of the Byzantine empire, were content with 
two tire of oars ; each tire was compofed of five 
and twenty benches ; and two rowers were feat- 
«d on each bench, who plyed their oars on 
either fidg of the veffel. To thefe we muft add 
the captain or centurion, who, in time of ac- 
tion, ftood ereift with his armour-bearer on the 
poop, two fteerfmen at the helm, and two ofE- 
cers at the prow, the one to manage the anchor, 
the other to point and play againft the enemy 
the tube of liquid lire. The whole crew, as in 
the infancy of the art, performed the double 
fervice of mariners and foldiers; they were 
provided with defenfive and oifenfive arms, with 
bows and arrows, which they ufed from the 
upper deck, with long pikes, which they pulh- 
ed, through the piort holes of the lower tire. 
Sometimes indeed the fliips of war were of a 
larger and more folid conftruflion ; and the la- 
bours of combat and navigation were more 
regularly divided between feventy foldiers and 
two hundred and thirty mariners. But for the 
moft part they were of the light and manage- 
able fize ; and as the cape of Malea in Pelo- 
ponefus was ftill clothed with its ancient ter- 
rors, an Imperial fleet was tranfported five 
miles over Und acrofs the Ifthmus of Co- 
jinth (74% The principles of maritime tac* 
tics had not iinde/gone any change fmce the 
time of Thux:ydides : a fquadron of gallies ftill 
advanced in a crefcent, charged to the front, 
and lirove to impel their fharp beaks againft 
jhe feeble fides of their antagonifts. A ma- 
x:hine for cafting ftones and darts was built 
of ftrong timbers in the midft of the deck; and 
jthe operation of boarding was eifeded by a 

crane 

(74) Conftantin. Porpbyrogen. i« Vit. BafiU c. ]»! p. 1$^, Hc.calmly 
prsifes the ftratagem as 0y\nv awtrnv tuu a-»p>a y bat th/e failing round Fe* 
lopoi^Ais is defcribed by hit tcrrifiei lancj m a aroioiaavi^on gf » 
^)«oiaiand miles, 

I 
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crane that hoifted baikets of arm^d m^n. The 
language of fignsds, fo clear and copious in the 
naval grammar of the modems, was itnper- 
SoBdy exprefled by the various pofitions and 
colours of a commanding flag. In die darknefs 
cf the night the fame orders to chace, to at- 
tack, to halt, to retreat^ to break, to form, 
vrierfe conveyed by the lights of the leading gal- 
ley. By land, the fire fignals were repeated 
from one mountain to another; a chain of 
eight ftatfons commanded a fpace of five hun- 
dred miles ; and Conflantinople in a few hours 
was apprized of the hoftile motions of the Sa- 
racens of Tarfus iys)- Some eftimate may be 
foritied^ of the power of the Greek ettip^rors, 
by the curious and mbute detail of the arma- 
ment which was prepared for the tedudion of 
Crete. A fleet of one hundred and twelve gal- 
lies, and ferenty.five reflfels of the Pamphylian 
ftyle, was equipped in the trapiral, the ilfends 
of the ^gaean fea, and the iea-port« of Afia, 
Macedonia, and Greece^ It carried thirty^foiir 
thbufand mariners, feven dioufand three hun- 
dred and forty foldiers, feyen hundred RuAans, 
arid five tboufattd and eighty-feven Mardaiteis, 
whofe fathers had been tranfplanted from the 
mountams of Libanus. Their |^ay, moft pro* 
bably of a month, was compueed at thirty-four 
centenaries of gold, about one hundred and 
diirty-fix thouland pounds fterling. Our fancy 
is bewildered by the endlefs recapitulation of 
arms and engines, of cbthes and linen, of bread 

for 



(7^ The cijhti'huirtor of Theo|>|]aties (1. ir. p. 121, laj.) nunt» 
Ibe iuccifliif« Aations fht caftle 6f LoWm nt m Vnfos, nitfuitt AiffAiis, 
IfaiKiut, Mg\\o9f tht hill of MamsM, Cyrifut, Mocilug, the hill of 
it^Mhtiut, the fan dial of the Pharus of the great palace. He affiraiy 
that the newt were tranfmitted |y sucfit in an indivi(ib!e aiument of 
time. 'MiCifriibletrhp)?ficanoii. whteh,*by faying too'moch, fays nothing. 
How ttuch RKoir foidble and ia^tbdi'^e WOiild itaTT-Wca the defioitiNM 
•I «htfc» t Itx/or f wtlte komtL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE &OMAN EMPIRE. 1^3 

for tha men and forage for the horfes, and of 
!f^ores and utenfils of every defcription, inade- 
quate to the conquell of a petty ifland, but am* 
ply fufficient for the ellabliihment of a flourifli- 
ing colony (76). 

The invention of.the Greek fire did not, Kke^*^^'J^ 
that of gunpowder, produce a total revolution thcGracJu. 
in the art of war- To thefe liquid combufti- 
bles, the city and empire of Conftantine owed 
their deliverfince ; and they were employed in 
lieges and fea-fights with terrible eSeft. But 
they were either lefs improved, or lefs fufcepti- 
ble of improvement : the engines of antiquity, 
the catapultse, baliftae, and battering-rams, 
5v^re ftni of moft frequent and powerful ufe in 
the ;3ittack and defence of fortifications: nor 
tvas the decifion of battles reduced to the 
quick aftd heavy fire of a line of infantry, whom 
it wete fruitlefs to proteft with armour againft 
a fimilar fire of t^eir enemies. Steel and iron 
Were ftill the common inftruments of deftruc- 
tion and fafety ; and the helmets, cuirafies, and 
fields, of the tenth century, did not, either in 
forrii br fubftance, effentially diflFer from thofe 
Vhich had covered the companions of Alexander 
ox Achilles (77). But inftead of accuftoming the 
ploder'n Greeks, like the legionaries of old, 
to the conftant arid eJify ufe of this faliltary 
Vcight; their armour was laid afide in light 
fharibts, which followed the mardh, till, oh 
the approach of an enemy, they refuihed with 
\a!kt '^nd relu£lance the unufual incumbrance. 

Their 

(76) Sec fke CsrrvKMiiale of CoBf(«nttiie Porphyngenitiify 1. ii. c: 44* 

Jr. 176^192. A critical reader wiH difcern fome iaconfifteBckt in dif- 
iercoc paru of tbia acc« unt \ but th«^ are not more obfcore or ^ort , 
Itabboro than the.eftabiiAtnaetit aiid «flft'£tivef, the prcfenC aad fit for 
-jitHtj, the ranic aod file and tbe pr^vatry of a modern return^ which r«^a 
in proper tiandt the knowledge of tbele profitable myfteries. 
^ {77J See the fifth, fiztb, and fetenth cfaraptcrs-^ viiM (js^m^ wm 
fifriug^mt^ Md ntM yvfAvaa-M( in the 'ttG&ci of Le», frith W fMrei^M^ 
jjn papaya i|i thok of Coaftanilac, 
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Their offcnfive weapons confifted of fword<, 
battle-axes, and fpears ; but the Macedonian 
pike was fhortened a fourth of its length, and 
reduced to the more convenient meafure of 
twelve cubits or feet. The (harpnefs of the 
Scythian and Arabian arrows had been feverely 
felt ; and the emperors lament the decay of 
archery as a caufe of the public misfortunes, 
and recommended, as an advice, and a com- 
mand, that the military youth, till the ^ age of 
forty, (hould afliduoufly pra£life the exercSe of 
the bow (7 8). The bands, or regiments, were 
ufually three hundred ftrong ; and, as a -medium 
between the extremes of four and fixteen, the 
foot foldiers of Leo and Conftantine were 
formed eight, deep ; but the cavalry charged in 
four ranks from the reafonable confideration, 
that the weight of the front could not be en- 
creafed by any prefTure of the hindmoft horfcs. 
If the ranks of the infantry ox cavalry were 
fometimes doubled, this cautious array betrayed 
a fecret diftruft of the courage of the troops, 
whofe numbers might fwell the appearance of 
the line, but <jf whom only a chofen band 
isrould dare to encounter die ^ars and fwords 
of the Barbarians. The order of battle muft 
have varied according to the ground, the ob- • 
Jeft, and the adverfary ; but their ordinary dif- 
pofitioH, in two lines and a referve, prefented 
a fucoeffion of hopes and refources moft agree- 
able to the temper as well as the judgment of 
the Greeks (79). In cafe of a repulfe, the firft 
line fell back into the intervals of the fecond ; 

and 



(7S) Tliey cibfenrc ta? ya^ to^iw; frenrt\»^ «/t*i^«fln«c • . • . w 
*nif Pmfjuu9i( ra wWa vw umBt c^aXfAara yino-bai (Leo, TaAiCy 
jp, 581. Conftantin. p. isi6.)« Yet f'ucb were not the maxitns of the 
Greek! and RemanSi who def/iCtd Che ioofe and diftant pradlioe of 
archery, 

(79) Compare the paflagei of tlie T^'^'c*; P* ^^9: *nd 7*U '"^ ^^P 
xii*^^itii the xVHi^ chapter* .*' ' 
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and fhe referve, breaking into two divifions^ 
wheeled round the flanks to improve the viftory 
or cover the retreat. Whatever authority could 
enaft was accompliflied, at leaft in theory, by 
the camps and marches, the cxercifcs and evo- 
lutions, the edi£ts and books, of the Byzantine 
monarch (80). Whatever art could produce 
from the forge, the loom, or the laboratory, 
was abundantly fupplied by the riches of the 
prince, and the induftry of his numerous work- 
men. But neither authority nor art could 
frame the moft important machine, the foldier 
himfelf ; and if the ceremonies of Conftantine 
always fuppofe. the fafe and triumphal return 
of the emperor (81), his fa^ics feldom foar 
above the means of cfcaping a defeat, and 
procraftinating the war (82). Notwithftanding 
fome tranfient fuccefs, the Greeks were funk 
in their own efteem and that of their ' neigh- 
bours. A cold hand and a loquacious tongue 
was the vulgar defcription of the nation : the 
author of the taftics was befieged in his capital ; 
and the laft of the Barbarians, who trembled 
at the name of the Saracens, or Franks, could 
proudly exhibit the medals of gold and filver 
which they had extorted from the feeble fovereign 
of Confiantinople. What fpirit their govern- 
ment and charafter denied^ might have been 
infpired in fome degree by the influence of 

religion j 

(So) In the preface to kisTaftict, Leo rery freely deplores the loft of 
4Ucipline and (he ealhmities of the times, and repeats, without icraple 
(proem, p. 537- )» the leproacbei of ttfAgkita., ara^ut, ayvfjLyaTut, hiXia^ 
Sec nor does it appear that the fame cenfures were left delerved in th& 
Bcxt generation by the difciplea of Conftantine. 

(i I ) See in the Ceremonial (1. ii. c. 19. p* %$%-) the form of the 
«mperor't - trampling on the necks of the captive Saracens, while the 
liogefs chanted, " thou haft made my enemies my footftool !** and the 
peof^le ibouted forty times the kyrie eleifon. 

{%%) Leo obfefves (Tadtc, p. 668. )> that a fair open battle againft 
•ay nation whatfx)ever, is nriff-^aXsc >nd tviKiyh/yov j 'the words are 
ftfojigy .and the remark is true | yet if fuch had been the opinion of the 
old Romans, Leo had never reigne'd on the fliores of the Thractan Bof- 
[phorut. 
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religion ; but ^e reiligion of the Gfeeks couli 
ouly t»qh thom to lufFer s^nd to yield. The 
emperor Nicephorus, who reftorcd for a mo- 
ment the dticipline and glory of the Roman 
nam^, wns defirous of beftowmg the honours 
of martyrdom on the Chriftians who loft their 
lives in an holy w^r againft the infidels. But 
this political law was defeated by the oppofi- 
tion of the patriarchs, the bifiiops, and the 
principal fenators ; and they ftrenuoufly urged 
the canon$ of St. Bafil, that all who were pol- 
luted by the bloody trade of s^ foldier, ihould be 
feparated, during three years, from the commu- 
nion of the feithful (83), 
chmaer Thcfc fcHiples of the Greeks have been 
©f**ihlsa* compared with the tears of the primitive Mo- 
raccM. flems when they were held back from battle; 
and this contrail of bafe fuperfUtion, and high- 
fpirited* enthufiafm, unfolds to a philofophic 
eye the hiftory of the rival nations. The fub- 
je£ts of the laft cs^liphs (84) had undoubtedly 
degenerated from the zeal and faith of the 
companions of the prophet. Tet their martial 
creed fttU reprefented the deity as the author 
of war (85) : the vits^l though latent fpark of 
fenaticifin ftill glowed in the heart of their re- 
ligion, and among the Saracens who dwelt on 
the Chriftian borders, it was frequently re- 
kindled to a lively and adive flame. Their 
i;egular £>rce was formed of the valiant (laves 

who 

($3) Zonartt (torn. it. I. xti. p. loi, 103.) and Cedreoat (Com* 
^nd. p. 66S.), who relate the defign of Ktcephonis, moft onfortunataly 
apply the epithet of ytwaut^ to the oppofition of the patriarch. 

{S4) The xviii^^ chapter of the taftica of the dtflTerant iiatioBa, it 
the moft hiftorical and nfeful of the whole Colteftion of Leo. The 
mannera and arms of the Saraceof (TaAic. p. S09— 817. tad a 
fragmeat from the Medicean MS> >n ^^^ preface of the vi'^ volama 
of Meur6ot), the Roman emperor wat too frequently called vpoa t9 
ftudy. 

(S^) Harrow h Mu iuum tfytt m 9909 wrtoff l^tri&tmu, uaiw^Xifimi 

LeoA. Taa&c. p. 8o>. 
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i^ had be^n odiKated to guard the perfoa 
ud accQixipai^y th^ ftandaid of their lord; 
iut the Mufulmau jpcople of Syria and Cilida, 
qf Africa and Spain, was awakened by the 
trujiQpet wUch proclaimed an holy war againft 
the iaiidekf* The rich were amhitioos of death 
or viSory in the caufe of God ; the poor were 
^ured by the bc^es of plunder, and the old, 
the infirm, a^d the women, affumed their fhare 
of meritorious fervice by fending their fnbili* 
tutea^ with anus and horfes, into the field. 
TWe offenfive and defenfive arms were fimibr 
in ftrength and temper to thofe of the Rmnans^; 
whom they far excelled in the management of 
the horfe and the bow; the mafly filver of 
their belts, their bndles» and their fwords, dif* 
played the n\agi^cence of a profperou$ nation, 
and except fome black archers of the fouth, 
the Arabs di£iained the naked bravery of their 
ance(lor9« Inftead of waggons, they were at* 
tended by a long train of camels, imsles, and 
a0es; the multitude of d^fe animals, whoia 
they bedecked with ^ags and ftreamers, ap« 
pear^d to fwell the pomp and magnitude of 
;heir hoft ; and the horfes of the enemy were 
oftea difordered by the uncouth figure and 
odious fmell of the camels of the Eaft. Invin- 
cible by tbeir patience of thirft and heat, their 
fpirits were frozen by a winter's cdd, and the 
confcioufnefs of their propenfity to ileep ex- 
ad^ed the mofl: rigorous precautions againft the 
(urprifes of the night. Their order of battle ^ *^ 
was a long fquare of two deep and folid lines ; 
the firft of archers, the fecond of cavalry. In 
i^eir engagements by fea and land, they ft^f- 
tained with patient firmnefs the fury of the 
attack, and feldom advanced to the charge till 
they could dii<;ern and oppref^ the laflltude of 

their 
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their foes. But if they were repulfed and 
broken, they knew not how to rally or renew 
the combat ; and their difmay was heightened 
by the fuperftitious prejudice, that God had 
declared himfelf on the fide of their enemies. 
The decline and fall of the caliphs countenanc- 
ed this fearful opinion ; nor were there want^ 
ing, among the Mahometans and Chriflians, 
fome obfcure prophecies (86) which prognofti- 
cated their alternate defeats. The unity of the 
Arabian empire was di{][blved, but the indepen- 
dent fragments were equal to populous and 
powerful kingdoms*; and in their naval and 
military armaments, an emir of Aleppo or Tunis 
might command no defpicable fiind of fkilt 
and induftry and treafur^. In their tranfaflions 
of peace and- war with the Saracens, the princes 
of Conftantinople too often felt that thefe Bar- 
barians had nothing barbarous in their difci- 
pline; and that if they were deftituteof origi- 
nal genius, they had been endowed with a 
quick fpirit of curiofity and imitation. The 
model was indeed more perfefl than the copy : 
their fhips, and engines, and fortifications, were 
of a lefs fkilful conftruftion ; and they confefs, 
without fhame, that the fame God who has 
given a tongue to the Arabians, had more nicely 
fafhioned the hands of the Chinefe, and the 
heads of the Greeks (87). 
TheFrankt '. A name of fome German tribes between the 
•f utint. j^jjjj^g ^^^ ^jjg ^^gj. j^^ j'pj.g^j its viaorious in- 
fluence over the greateft part of Gaul, Germany, 

and 



(86) Livtprand (P..4S4, 4S5.) relates and interprets the oracles of 
the Greeks and Saracens, in which, after the fiaihion of pruphecf, the 
pa(t is clear anc) hiftorica), the future is dark, aepigmat^cal, and crrone* 
ous. From this boo^dary of light and fli^de, an ioipirtiar critic may 
tummonl. detcrmtnethedate of theGompoiipgtn.. 

(S7) The fenfe of this diftinaion is expreH>d bv Abulpharagin^ 
(Dynatl. p 1. 6% loi.), but 1 cannot recoHedl the paffage in which it 
is conveyed by this lively apothegm. 
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smd Italy ; and the common appdlation of 
FranIcs(88) was applied by the Greeks and Ara- 
bians to the Chriftians of the Latin church, the 
nations of the Weft, who ftretched beyond ti^it . 
knowledge to the fhores of the Atlantic Ocean. 
The vaft body had been infpired and united 
by the foul of Charlemagne ; but the divifion 
and degeneracy of his race foon annihilated 
the Imperial power, which would have rivalled 
the Csefars of Byzantium, and revenged the 
indignities of the Chriftian name. The ene^ 
mies no longer feared, nor could the fubjefti 
any longer truft, the application of a public 
revenue, the labours of trade and manufac- 
tures in the military fervice, the mutual aid 
of provinces and armies, and the naval fqua- 
drons which were regularly ftationed from the 
mouth of the Elbe to that of the Tyber. In 
the beginning of the tenth century, the fami- 
ly of Charlemagne had almoft difappeared; 
his monarchy was broken into many hofcile 
and independent ftates; the regal title was 
aflumed by the moft ambitious chiefs ; &eir 
revolt was imitated in a long fubordination of 
anarchy and difcord, and the nobles of every 
province difobeyed their fovereign, opprefTed 
their vafTals, and exercifed perpetual hoftili^ 
ties againft their equals and neighbours. Their 
private wars, which overturned the fabric of 
government, fomented the martial fpirit t>{ 
the nation. In the fyftem of modern Europe, 
the power of the fword is poifefled, at leaft in 
lad, by five or fix mighty potentates j their opc- 
VoL. X. K ^ ratioiij 

(88) Ex Francis, quo oomine tim Latinos qoam Tentonet compre- 
btn^it, Ittdom habutt (Liutprand. in Legat. ad Imp. Nicephorum, 
p. 483, 484.)* "^^^ eztenfioa of the name may be confirmed from 
Conftantibe (de adminiftrando Imperlo, 1. ii. c. 27, 18) and Eutychius 
(Annal. torn. i. p. 55* $6.), who both lived before the cnifades. The 
teflimonieaVf Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. 69,) and Abulfeda (Prsfat. ad 
Ccograplh) arenoic leccnt. % 
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rations are conduced on a diftant frontier^ 

by an order of men who devote their lives 

to the ftudy and pi^dice of the military art r^ 

Hhe reft of ^e country and community enjoys^ 

in the midft of war the tranquillity of peace^ 

and \9 only made fenfibk of the change by 

the aggravation or decreafe of the public 

taxegv la the diforders of the tenth and 

- elev^enth centuries^ every peafant was ifoldier,. 

^ad every village a fortification jr each wood 

jo^ valley was a ibene of murder and rapine ;. 

:and the lor ds> of each caftle were compelled 

to ailume the ehs^rai^er of princes and war- 

.rior^. To their pYrn^ourage and policy, they 

jtxoldly trufted for the fafety of their family, 

.the prp^^ion of their lands, and the revenge 

'q{: tbeir injuries ^ and, like the conquerors o£ 

.4ji larger fizej. they were too 55)t to tranfgre& 

.Ifee *privifeg« of defenfiive war^ The powers^ 

<^^ th§ mind and body were hardened by . the 

ri^^^fe<ic« of danj[er and neceflity of refolu- 

.tion : the fame fpirit refufed to defert a friend 

-asKl to- forgive an ^nemyj aad, inftead of 

.Seeping, under the guardian care of the ma- 

^^iftrate^ ihtf proorfly di£daine<| the authority 

,of the lawfr. ia the days of feudal anarchy^ 

.the ijitouitients of J^gricurture- and ajt were- 

eofli verted into the weapons of bloodfiied: the 

:pe^»i^ul occupations jof civil and ecclefiaftical 

.ft>cii^ were abolifhu^d or corrupted ; and the 

btSts^ whO' e^c^ijged his mitre for an hel- 

MiQU "^w itt^e forobly ui^ged by the manners^ 

>^tbi; tim^s ib^ika,^ %• t^e obUgatioa of his 

iltenuae (89). 

The 

• (89) On this flibjfcft of^ccWfiiifticarand* benefickry dIfctpXne, faihfr 
ThomaiTm (torn. iH. 1. -i. c. 40. 45, 4^,47.) may be uMvUif confiUtad, 
A^eneral law of Chariema^ne exempted Che bifliopa from perfottal fervice^ 
■ , hut the oppofite pr^ftice, which prevailed from the ix«*» to the xv**» cen- 
tury, is countenanced by the example or lilence of faintt and dddfcon ...... 

Vw juftify your cowardice by the holy caaons, faya Ratheritti «^ Vfsi- 
TMa 'f the caooaa likemfo fvrbid you to whore, and yet 
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The lo^ of freedom and. of arms was fel^ Their cha. 
with Gonfcious pride, by the Franks tbemfelves, [J^Vi"* 
and is obferved by the Greeks with fome degree 
of amaxemeni and terror. ** The Franks," 
fays the emperor Conftanti^e, " are bold and 
*' valiant to the verge of temerity ; and their 
** dauntlefs fpirit is fupported by the contempt 
^^ of danger and death. In the field and in 
*^ clofe onfet, they prefs to the front, and rulh 
** headlong againft the enemy, without deign- 
^* ing to qompute either his numbers or their 
*'. o^»^n. Their ranks are formed by the firm 
** connexions of confanguinity and friendfhipj 
*' and their martial deeds are prompted by 
?* the defire of faving or revenging their 
" deareft companions. In their eyes, a re- 
^^ treat is a ihameful Sight; and flight is in- 
** delible infciiny (90)." A nation endowed 
with ftich high and intrepid fpirit mtifl have 
bee|i fecurq qf vjdory, if thefe advantages had 
not beeaa epunterbalaaced l>y many weighty 
defers. The depay of tbdr naval power, left 
the Greeks and Saracens in pofieffipn of the 
fea, fof every purpofe of annoyance and 
fupply. In the age which preceded the in- 
ftitutipn of knighthood, the Franks were rude 
and urtfkilful In the i^rvicc of cavahry (91) ; 
and, in all perilous^* emergencies, their war- 
riors wei^ . fo confcious of their ignorance, 
that they chofe to difmount from their horfes 
and fight oji foot. Ifnpraftifed in the ufe of 
pikes, or of mifSle weapons^ they were ea- 
Viz cumbered 

(90) Ip thexytii'^ chspter of hisTa^icty tb? emperor \.to hat fair- 
ly ftaed the military vices and Virtues of tlie Franks (whom Meurfiot 
.ri^icQ^nQy tr^nflajc.^f by <?«&)>. »n4 ths Lpmtords, or Laogobards. S^e 
likewifethe xxvi'** DifTertation of Mnratori d« Ant^quit^til^as-ltaliflB me- 

(91 ) Domini tui milites (favj the prood Nicephortis) equitandi igoari 
pedeftris pugns funt infcii : fcutorum' magnitudo, loricarum gravitudq^ 
en6um longitudo, ^alearumque pondus neutrl parte pugnare eos finit i 
ac fubridenf/impedit, inquit, et eos gaftrimargia hoc «ft ▼catiii ia|lU't 
WieS) &c. Liutprand. in Legat. p. 4S61 4St. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•fj* THi: DECLifTE: akd fall 

cumbered by the length of their fwords, the 
weight of their armour, the magnitude df^ 
their (hields, and, if I may repeat the falire 
of the meagre Greeks, by their unwieldy in- 
temperance. Their independent fpirit difdain-^ 
ed the yoke of fubordiftation, and abandoned 
the ftandard of their chief, if he attempted 
to keep the field beyond the tetm of dieit 
Aipulation or fervice. On all fides they were 
open to the fhares of an enemy, lefs brave, 
> but more artful, than themfelves. They might 

be bribed, for the Barbarians were venal ; or 
furprifed in the night, for they negle&ed the pre- 
cautions of a clofc encampment or vigilant centi- 
Tiels. The fatigues of a fummcr's campaign ex- 
haufted their ftrength and patience, and they funk 
in defpair if their voracious appetite was dif- 
appointed of a plentiful fupply of wine and of 
food. ThisF general charafttr of the Franks 
was tnarked with fome national and local 
fhades, which I fliould afcribe to accident, ra*^ 
4:her than to climate, but which were vifible 
both to natives and to foreigners. An am- 
baflador of the grdat Otho declared, in the 
palace of Conftantinople, that the Saxons 
could difpute with fwords better than with 
pens ; and that they- preferred inevitable death 
-to the diftonour or turning their backs to an 
enemy (9 2X It was? the glory of the nobles 
of Franc-e, that, in their humble dwellings, 
war and rapine were the only pleafure, the 
fole occupJ^tion i>f theif lives. They affefted 
to deride the palaces^ the banquets, the po- 
Hihed manners, of the Italians, who, in the 
eftimate of the Greeks themfelves, had dege- 
nerated from the liberty and valour of the an- 
cient Lombards (93). ' By 

(91) In Saxoniacerte fcio .... decentioi enfibos pugnaro qutm cala- 
mis, er prl us mortem obire quam hoftibus terga dare (Liutpiand, p.4S2.), 

«XX U fAVf A9yifi»fi»i T« flrXiw TUff roiwne »^rn(*w avcahta-av, Lcoiiig 

Taaica, 
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By the well-known ediQt of Caracall^^ hl^ouivion ^ 
fubjedb, from Britain to Egypt, were entitled *,5*^*^ 
to the iiaiBe and ;priyileges of ^Romans, and 
their national fosrereign might &x his occafionai 
or permanent i^dence in any provimre of their 
common country. In the divihon of the Eaft 
and Weft, an ideal amity was (craipuloufly pre- 
lerved, and in their titles, laws, and ftatutes, 
the fttcceflbrs of Arcadius .and Honorius an* 
Bounced ibemfelves as the inseparable colleagues 
of the ffime office, as the joint fovereigns pf the 
Roman worid and city, which were bounded 
by the iame limits. After :the fall of ifie WefU 
em monarchy, the raajeftyof »the purple refided 
folely in <tbe prince^ of Conftantanaple ; and of 
thefe, JuAinian. was the firft, who after a di- 
vorce of fixty years regained the dominion of 
mncient Rome, and aflerted, by .the right of 
conqueft, the auguft title 4^f emperor of the Ro 
mans {94)* A motive of vanity or difcontent 
folicited x>ne of his fuccefibrs, Conftans the fe- 
cond, to abandon the Thracian Boiphgrus, and 
to reftore the priftine honours of the Tyher : an 
extravagant projed (exclaims the malicious By«^ 
^E^Btine), as if he had delpoiled a beautiful and 

bboming 

^A^ici, €. t^4 p. 805. The emperor l,eo (Hed A. D. qui tn Viftoil. 
cal poem, which eodi in 916, and appears to have been compofed in 
94.0, by a native of Veneiia, difcriminatet in thefe Terfet the manneBt 
i|f Italy 4Dd .France^' 

^— — Quid inertia betlo 

Pcdora (4l7beftus ait^ durii pratendicit aniiM 

O Itali ? Potiut vobit facra pocola cordi } 

Sspi'os et ilonaachom nitidis laxare iaginit 

Clatafque dooiot ruUlo Culcire moCaUq. 

Noaeadeoi GaUosfiotiiis vel cura rcmoiidflt^ 

Vicinas ^oihat eft (ladium devinceiie terras, 

Depreflunqoe l^vem Cpolaie bi|ic «»de.coaaii 
,. Si»ftentare.— 
(Anonym. Carmen Panegyricum de La«dib«i Berengarii Au|u^ 1. it, 
in Mvrfttori Script. Rerum Italic, torn. ii. pars i. p. 393 ). 

(94) Joftipian* fays the hiftorian Agathias (1. v. p. IS7.*)> ^f^f^^ 
frnfAMm ai/r9Kfar»f 999/juLri nai WfttyfMTi, Yet ihe fpecific title of em^ 
pcror of the Romans was not ul'ed at Conftantinople, till it had becj| 
claimed b^ the French and German empeiors of old Ikomf* 
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l)loomihg virgin, to enrich, or raAet to cxpbfe 
the defomiity of a wrinkled- and > decrepit ma- 
tron (95). feut the iword of the Lombards op* 
pofed his fettlement in Italy : he entered Rome, 
not as a conqueror, but as a fugitive, and after 
a vifit of twelve days, he pillaged, and for ever 
dcferted, the ancient capital of the world (96), 
The &ial revolt and feparation of Italy wias ac* 
complifhed about two centuries after the con-> 
quefts of Juftinian, and from his reign we 
may date the gradual oUivion of the Latin 
tongue« That legiflator had compofed his In* 
ftitutes, his God^, and his Panders, in a Ian« 
guage which he celebrates as the proper and 
public fiyle of the Roman government, the 
confecrated idiom of the palace and fenate of 
Conftantinopie, of the camps and tribunals of 
the Eaft (97). But this foreign dfaleft was 
unknown to the people and foldiers of the 
Afiatic provinces, it was imporfeftly under- 
(loqd by the greater part of the interpreters 
of the laws and the minifters of tht ftate* 
After a Ihort confli£^ nature and habit pre* 
vailed over the obfolete ii^itutions of huma^ 
power : for the general benefit of his fubjeds, 
Juftinian promulgated his novels in the two 
languages ; the feveral parts of his voluminous 

jurifprtidenico 

(9$) Confttncine Manaflst reprobatei this defig;ii ui hit iafbaroi)t 
▼trfc ; ... 

Tav frtXiv tdV $ctTt\u*v etiroiioTfAnTett Bthvf, 

tig tiTtt n/B^oXiiroi' awMc«T/tAtt0*i( tv/JifnVf 

|nd it It confirmed by Thfcdph«n«9, ZoiiirM, Ctit'enmy afk! the Hifto« 
ria Mifcelia. vokitt in uiImA) R«cnaflii Inipcrtum traMftrre (1. six. p. 
157. in torn. i. pars t. eftlleScri^C^f^ Rer, Ital. ttf Muratori). 

(96) Paul. Diacon. 1. v. c. 1 1. p. 4S0. AnaAafttfa Id Vitis Ponti^- 
eum, tn Muratori*! Collcdlion, torn, iii.'pkrs i. p. f'41. 

(97) Confttlt tl^e preface of Dueaii|e fad Gloflf. Griec. iri^dti MA)^ 
And tlie novels of Jiiftinim (tii, heti). The Grafck tankage w at 
ll«(yoc, the Latin was nratfkoq to tkitnttlfi 'tt/^wfjcro? Co the ittikvnu^ 
ir;trnjU4j the fyftem of coTcmmeot. 
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gutifprudenqe were fuccellively traRflated (98) : 
the original was forgotten, the verfion was 
ftudied, and the Gredk, whofe intrinfic merit 
ideferved indeed the preference, obtained a le* 
gal as well as popular eftabU(hnieiit in the 
Byzantine monarchy. The birth afid refi- 
•dence of fucceeding ^princes eftrang^d them 
from the Roman idiom : Tiberias ' fey the 
Arabs (99), and Maurice by the Italians (loo)^ 
are diltinguiihed as the firft of the Greek 
Csefars, as the founders of a new dynafty and 
^empire : the filent revolution was accompliftu 
ed before the death of Heraclius^ and the 
f uins of the Latin fpeech were darkly pre- 
served in the terms of juriiprudence and tb^ 
^acclamations of the palace. After 'the r^ 
iloration of »the Weftcrn empire by Gharle* 
tnagne and ^lhe Othos, the names ^f Franks 
and Latins acquired an equal fighiiication and 
extent ; and thefe haughty Barbarians afletted, 
with fome juftice, their fuperior claim: <to the 
langua^ and dominion of Rome. Thef 
infulted the aliens of the Eaft who liad re- 
nounced the drefs and idiom of Romans ; and 
dieir rjeafonabb pradice will juftify the fre- 

qu^iit 

ipvyiimi T^WTqy f^n ^waf^twf airttft^it^i (Maith. BUiiareft, Hifl. Juris, 
apud Fabric. Bibliot. Grate, tpm. x\\. p. 369 ). The Code and Pandef^t 
(the latter bjr Thalelxus) were tranflated in the tim« of Juftinlan (p. 
'35S« 06.)- Theophila^ one of the original triumviri, has left aa 
^iegAnt, though diffufe, paraphrafe of the InHitutes. On the other 
hand, Julian* enteceffar of Conftantinople (A. D. ^70)9 cxx. Novellas 
Graecat elegzoti Latinttate dopavit XHeinecciut, Hift. J. R. p. 396.) for 
-the ufe of Italy and Africa. 

(99) Abolpharagius aflignf the vii*!* Dynaftjr to^e Franks or Ro- 
mans, the Tiii'^ to the Greeks, theii^*»ro the Arab^. A tempore Au- 
giifti Caefaris donee imperaret Tiberius C^efar fpatio circtter annoruai ^^ 
fuerunt Imperitbres C. P. Patricii, et prtecipaa pars exereit^s Rooiani t 
extra quod,, con6)iarii, fcribee et populus, omnet Grcci fueruot : deinde 
Tegnum etjam Graecanicum faf^um eft (p. :$S. ter/. Pocock). The 
Chrifttan and ecclefiaftical ftudies of Abulp^r^igivs ^aye hm fpn>« ad- 
•vantage over the more ignorant MojUmt. 

(100) Primus ex Grxcorum genere in Imperip coafirmakat eft; or, ^ 
according to another MS. of Paulat Diacoaui J[). jiji* c. ^^. f. 4#lO« i» 
^UBCorum Jmpcriq. 
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The Greek quent appellation of Greeks (loi). But this 
ISlfVhd^ contemptuous appellation was indignantly re- 
fiibjeat re- jefted by the prince and people to whom it is ap- 
reltoTe** *^' plied. Whatfoever changes had been introduc- 
name of ed by the lapfe of ages, they alledged a lineal 
""^** and unbroken fucccflion from Auguftus and 
Conftantine ; and, in the lowed period of de-' 
generacy and decay, the name of Romans 
adhered to the laft fragments of the empire of 
Conftantinople (102). 
feriod-of While the government of the Eaft was 
ifnortnce. ^^^j^[^q^q^ Jj^ Latin, the Greek was the lan- 
guage of literature and philofophv ; nor could 
the mailers of this rich and per^d idiom be 
tempted to envy the borrowed learning^ and 
imitative tafte of their Roman difciples. * Af- 
ter the fall of Paganifm, the lofs of Syria and 
' Egypt, and the eij^tinftion of the fchools of 
Alexandria and Athens, the ftudies of the 
Greeks infenfibly retired to fome regular mo- 
nafteries, and above all to the royal college of 
Conftantinople, which was burnt in the reign 
of Leo the Ifaurian (103). In the pompous 
Ayle of the age, the prefident of that founda- 
' tion was named the Sun of Science : his 
twelve aflbciates, the profeflbrs in the different 

arts 



(101) Q^ia linguam, mores, vfftefque mutailis, puttvit San^i^mot 
papa (an audacious irony), ita voa (vobis) difplicere Romanorum no- 
men. Hii nuncios, rogabant Nicephorum Imperatorem Romanoruin 
amicitiam faceret (Liutprand in Legatione, p 4S6.). 

(io») By Laonicus Chalcocondyles, who furvived the laft fiege of 
Conftantinople, the account it thus ftated (1- i. p. 3.). Conftantin« 
tranfplanted his Latins of Italy to a Greek city of Thrace : they adopt* 
ed the language and mannerft of the natives, who were confounded wit|& 
them under the name of Romans. The kings of Conftantinople, fayt 
the hiftorian, tin to o'^s etvrvs cifJtwfia-^ai IPufuticav $affi\ue ts tuti 
ttvrQKfaropas airottaXHVt RWnvcav h ^aa-ikm hk&ti Hlafxn a^tuv. ' 

(1.03) See Oucange (C. P. Chriftiana, 1. ii. p. 150, i^l.)> who coU 
le^ts the teftimopies, not of Tbeophanes, but at leaft of Zonarat 
(torn ii. 1. XV. p. 104.) Cedrenus (p. 454.)> Michael Giycas (p. «8t.)» 
Conftantine ManalTes (p. 87.). After refuting the abfurd charge again4 
the emperor, Spanbeim (Hift. Imaginum, p. 99 — iii)> like a hue «.<}* 
.,Voc«te, proceeds (o doul^t pf deny the reality of (he fite, and almoft of 
^6 library. 
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arts and faculties, were the twelve figns of 
the zodiac; a library of thirty-fix thoufand 
five hundred volumes was open to their en- 
quiries } and they could ihew an ancient ma- 
nufcript of Homer, on a roll of parchment 
one hundred and twenty feet in length, the 
inteftines, as it was fabled, of a prodigious 
ferpent (104). But the feventh and eighth 
centuries were a period of difcord and dark- 
nefs ; the library was burnt, the college was 
aboliihed, the Iconoclafls ar^ reprelented as the 
foes of antiquity ; and a favage ignorance and 
contempt of letters has difgraced the princes 
of the Heraclean and Ifaurian dyna(lies(io5). 

In the ninth century^ we trace the firft Re^ iwi or 
^awnings of the reftoration of fcience (io6)-SlJ*'^ 
After the fanaticifm of the Arabs had fubfided, •""^' 
the caliphs afpired to conquer the arts, rather 
ihan the provinces, of the empire : their libe- 
ral curiofity rekindled the emulation of the 
Greeks, bruflied away the duft from their an- 
cient libraries, and taught them to know and 
reward the philofopHers, whofe labours had been 
hitherto repaid by the pleafure of ftudy and 
the purfuit of truth. The Caefar Bardas, the 
uncle of Michael. the third, was the generous 
protestor of letters, a title which alone has 
preferved his memory and excufed his ambi- 
tion. A particle of the treafures of his nephew 
was fometimes diverted from the indulgence 
of vice and folly ; a fchool was opened in the 

palace 

(104) According to Malchot (apod Zooar. 1. xW. p. $3.), this Homer 
«ras burnt in the time of Bafilifcui. The MS. might be renewed— But 
«n a ferpent*! flcin ? Moft firange and incredible f 

(105) The §,'koyuk of Zonaras, the »y^« jum •futBta of Cedrcautrare 
Urong worrit, perhape not ilt-fuited to chefc reignt. 

(ie6) See Zonarai (1. xfi. p. 160, 161 ) and Cedrcnos (p. 549, 
S$o.), Like fryar Bacon, the pbilofopher Leo hai been traMfermcd bf 
Ignorance into a conjurer t yet not fo uodefervcdly, if he be the author 
ef the oracles more commonly afcribed ^o the emperor of the fame name. 
The phyfici of Leo io MS. are in t^ library of Viemu (FabricioSj Bilh» 
hs% Gnec. torn. ?i. p. |66. torn. m. p. 781.)* Quieicaatl 
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palace o( Magnaura ; and the prefence of BaN 
das excited the emulation of the mafters and 
ftudents. At their head was the philofopher 
Leo, archbithop of ThefTalonica : his profound 
ikill in aftronomy and the mathematics was 
admired by the urangers of <he Eaitj and 
this occult fcience was magnified by vulgar 
credulity, which modeftly fuppofes that all 
knowledge fuperior to its own muft be the 
eflfeft of infpiration or magic* At the prefEng 
entreaty of the Caefar, his friend, the celebrat- 
ed Photius(io7), renounced the freedom of a 
iecular and ftudious life, afcended the patriar- 
chal throne, and was alternately excommuni- 
cated and abfolved by the fynods of the Eaft 
and Weft. By the confeflicm even of prieftly 
hatred, no art or fcience, except poetry, was 
foreign to this univerfai fcholar, who was deep 
in thought, indefatigable in reading, and elo- 
quent in di£don. Whilft he exercifisd the 
office of protofpathaire, or captain of the guards, 
Photius was fent ambaflaior to the caliph of 
Bagdad (108). Tlie tedious hours of exile, 
perhaps of confinement, were beguiled by the 
hafty compofiticm of his Liirarvy a iiving mo- 
nutnent of erudition and criticifnx. Two hun- 
dred and fourfcore writers, hiftorians, orators, 
philofophers, theologians, are reviewed without 
any regular method : he abridges their narrative 
or dodrine, appreciates their ftyle and chara^<* 
ter, and judges even the fathers of the church 

with 

(107) Tlie ceckfitAical and litertry cbara^^er of PfaotliH, U copiooAj^ 
^ifcufied by Hajtcktt* (dc ScripioribtM ByMot. p. 169^^396.) and isa« 
bricins. 

( 108) Etc Acovftift c*n only «ie»n Bagdad, the feat of the c«lipk| 
•nd t)kt rolalion ft his embaiTy might ha«« been curious and iaHroAivf. 
But bow did be procufe bit books ? A library (o n^Mncrout cttM niHtber 
be fouatt at- Bagdad, nor tranfported with bis baggage, aor preferved 
in bis memory. Yet the laft, faoACver incredibUi feems to be iArm<d 

' .>y Pbotios himfelf, s#tic mvrm hfm^xn htetoia^^ Camorac (Hift, Cri- 

tique dea J<mro«iiflC|L.-p. S7'«-94.} ^vct a gtMKi accaoi^t of tbe M^c^** 
bibloB, 
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trith a difcrfeet freedom, which often breaks 
through the fuperftition of the times. The em- 
peror Bafil, who lamented the defers of his 
own education, entrufted to the care of Phor 
tins his fon and fucceffor Leo the philofopher ; 
and the reign of that prince and of his fon 
Conftantine Porphyrogenitus forms one of the 
mod profperous aeras of the Byzantine litera- 
ture. By their munificence the treafures oF 
antiquity were depofited in the Imperial library } 
by their pens, or thofe of their affociates, they 
were imparted in fuch extracts and abridgments 
as might amufe the curiofity, without oppreffing 
the indolence of the public, Befides the Bq^^ 
lics^ or code of laws, the arts of hulbandry and 
war, of feeding or deftroying the human fpe- 
cies, were propagated with equal diligence ^ 
and the hiftory of Greece and Rome was di- 
gefted into fifty -three heads or titles, of. which 
two only (of embaffies, and of virtues and 
•vices) have efcaped the injuries of time. In 
-every ftation, the reader might contemplate the 
image of the paft world, apply the leffon or 
warning of each page, and learn to admire, 
perhaps to imitate, the examples of a brighter 
iperiod, I fhall not expatiate on the works of the 
d^yzantine Greeks, who, by the affiduous ftudy 
of the ancients, have deferved in fome meafurc 
the remembrance and gratitude of the moderns. 
The fcholars of the prefent age may ftill enjoy 
the benefit of the philofophical common-place 
book of Stobaeus, the grammatical and hiftoric 
Jexicon of Suidas, the Chiliads of Tzetzes, 
which comprife fix hundred narratives in twelve 
thoufand verfes, and the commentaries on Ho- 
imer of Euftathius archbiihop of Thel&lonica, 
who, from his horn of plenty, has poured the 
pames and authorities of four hundred writers. 
From thefe originate, and from the numerous 

tribe 
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tribe of fcholiafts and critics (109), fome cfti* 
mate may be formed of the literary wealth of 
the twelfth century : Conftantinople was en- 
lightened by the genius of Hotner and Demof- 
thenes, of Ariftotle and Plato ; and in the enjoy- 
ment or negleft of our prefent riches, we muft 
envy the generation that could ftill perufe the 
hiftory of Theopompus, the orations of Hyperi- 
des, the comedies of Menander (no), and the 
odes of Alcseus and Sappho* The frequent la- 
bour of illuftration attefts not only the exift- 
ence but the popularity of the Grecian claflics; 
the general knowledge of the age may be de*- 
^uced from the example of two learned females, 
the emprefs Eudocia, and the prijicefs Anna 
Comnena, who cultivated, in the purple, the 
arts of rhetoric and philofophy (m)- The 
vulgar dialed of the city was grofs and barba- 
rous : a more correft and elaborate ftyle dif- 
tinguilhed the difcourfe, or at lead the comr 
pofitions, of th^ church and palace, which 

fometime^ 



(109) Of tKefe in odern Greeks, fee the refpeAiire aitides in Hie 
IKibliotbeca Graeca of Fabriciu* ; a laborious wbrk, yet riffceptible of a 
'^tter inetbod and many imp -ovements .* of Eaftithius (torn. i. p. iS^ 
— 291. 3o6«— 3X9.)> of the Pfelli (a diatribe of Leo AlUtiui^ ad caleem 
torn, v.), of Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (torn. vi. p. 486 — 509^), of 
John $tobcu9(coin. ▼iii. 66$ — 7aS.)» of Suidas (^om. iz. p. 6»o-^Si7.)f 
JoKa Tzetxcs (torn. xii. p. 145 — ays*)* Mr. Harris, in his Pbiiologiv 
cal Arrangemenu, opus fcnile, bai given a iketch of this Byzantine 
learning (p. 4*7 — 500. )• 

(fio) From obfciiie and hearfay evidence, Gerard Voffivs (<le Poetia 
Gra?ci«y e. 6.) and le Clerc (Bibliotheqae Choifie, ram. xix. p. 185.) 
mention a commentary of Michael Pfellus on iwenly>four playaof Me- 
nander, ftill extent in MS. at' Conftaminople. Yet fuch cjajfic ftudiet 
feem iocompati^e with the gravity or dulnefs of a fchoolman, who 
pored over the-eategories (de Pfelli«, p. 4ft.) : and Michael haa probably 
%een confounded with Homerus Seiiius, who wrote arguments to tl)« 
coflbedies '4iff Menander* In the x**" century, Suidas quotes fifty play§, 
but he often tranfcribes the oldfcholiatl of Ariftophanes. 

(ill) Anna Comnena may boa(l of her Creek ftvie (re EXXm^M sc 
sutfsv i0-ir«)«avM)» and Zonaras, her contemporary, but not her* flatterer, 
may add with truth, yXvrlav u^tv «^p(^c A*li»tl^oe-af. The princefi 
was converfant with ifae artful dialogues of Platp $ and had ftudied tHe 
vtTftuwft arif »A/rivi«m^ aftrology, geometty, arithmetic^ and mufic (fee 
. her preface tQ the Ale xiad^ with P.ucan|^*s notes). 
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Ibmetimes affefted to copy the purity of the 
Attic models. 

In our modern education, the painful though Decty of 
neceffary attainment of two languages, which ^** *"*■*" 
are no longer living, may confume the time and 
damp the ardour of the youthful ftudent. The 
poets and orators were long imprifoncd in the 
barbarous dialefts of our weftem anceftors, de- 
void of harmony or grace ; and their genius, 
without precept or example, was abandoned 
to the rude and native powers of their judg- 
ment and fancy. But the Greeks of Conftan- 
tinople, after purging away the impurities of 
their vulgar fpcech, acquired the free ufe of their 
ancient language, the moft happy compofition 
of human art, and a familiar knowledge of the 
fublime mafters who had pleafed or inftrufted 
the firft of nations. But thefe advantages only 
tend to aggravate the reproach and ftame of a 
degenerate people. They held in their lifelefs 
hands the riches of their fathers, without inhe- 
riting the fpirit which had created and im- 
proved that facred patrimony : they read, they 
praifed, they compiled, but their languid fouls 
leemed alike incapable of thought and aftion. 
In the revolution of ten centuries, not a fingle 
difcovery was made to exalt the dignity or pro- 
mote the happinefs of mankind. Not a fingle 
idea has been added to the fpeculative fyftems 
of antiquity, and a fucceffion of patient- dif- 
ciples became in their turn the dogmatic 
teachers of the next fervile generation. Not 
a fingle compofition of hiftory, philofophy, or 
literature, has been faved from oblivion by the 
intrinfic beauties of ftyle or fentiment^ of ori- 
ginal fancy, or even of fuccefsful imitation. 
In profe, the lead offenfive of the Byzantine 
writers are abfolved from cenfure by their 
naked and unprefuniing fimplicity: but the 

Qrators, 
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orators, moft eloquent (112) in their own con* 
ceit, are the fartheft removed from the models 
whom they affeft to emulate. In every page 
our tafte and reafon are wounded by the choice 
of gigantic and obfolete words, a ftiff and 
intricate phrafeology, the difcord of images, the 
childifli play of falfe or unfeafonable ornament, 
and the painful attempt to elevate tfiemfelves, 
to aftonifh the reader, and to involve a trivial 
mes^ning in the fmoke of obfcurity and exagge* 
ration. Their profe is fearing to the vicious 
affeftation of poetry : their poetry is finking 
below the flatnefs and infipidity of profe. The 
tragic, epic, and lyric mufes, were filent and 
inglorious : the bards of Conftantinople feldom 
rofe above a riddle or epigram, a panegyric 
or tale ; they forgot even the rules of profody; 
and with the melody of Homer yet founding in 
their ears, they confound all meafure of leet 
and fyllables in the impotent ftrains which have 
received the name t^ political or city verfe^ (113)^ 
The minds of the Greeks were bound in the 
fetters of a bate and imperious fuperftition, 
which e;!ctends her dominions round the cir- 
cle of profane fcience. Their underftandings 
were bewildered in mctaphyfical controverfy : 
in the belief of vifions and miracles, they had 
loft ^11 principles of moral evidence, and their 
tafte was vitiated by the honjilie^ gf the monks, 
an abfurd modJey of declaipajtion and fcripture- 
Even tb^fe contemptible ftudies were no longer 

dignified 

if\%) to cf^fvre the E]r9»iitin« t%&t, pucange (Priefat. Glof. Grttc. 
]|.' 17.) ftringt the authorities of '4ulu> CelHvs, Jerom Pctroniu^y 
Ceorge Hivmu-tolui, looginus ; wba give tt •see the precept aixi the 

(J13) Thewr^ij t§Htici, tho/e CQcnmon pro^itutes, as, from thtlt 
.fa(iiieft» they Are % led by Leo AlUruu, JufuaUy confift of fifteen fylU* 
>ics. T\»y zrp i}fa4 by Coaftaotine Manages, John Tzct^es, &c. 
(Ducane:e;. plofi". La^in. tQOi. iii. p. I p. 345, 346^ edit* Pafil, 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 145 

dignified by the abufe of fuperior talents : the 
fejulers of the Greek church were humbly cour 
tent tq admire and copy the oracles of anti- 
mixty, nor did the fchools or pulpit produce any 
rivals of the fame of Athanafius and Cbryfo- 
ftom(ii4). 

In all the purfuits of aftive and fpeculative wmt of 
life, the emulation of ftates and individuals'^'*?°Ji„. 
is the moll powerful fpring of the effort^ and 
improvements of mankind. The cities of ancient 
Greece were call in the happy mixture of union 
and independence, which is repeated on a larger 
fcale, but in a loofer form, by the nations of 
modern Europe : the union of language, reli- 
gion, and manners, which renders them the 
fpeaiators and judges of each others merit (x 15): 
the independence of government and i'ntereft, 
which afferts their feparate freedom, and excites 
them to drive for pre-eminence In the career of 
glory. The fituation of the Romans was iefs 
favourable ; yet in the early ages of the repub- 
lic, which fixed the national charadler, a fimi- 
lar emulation was kindled among the ftates of 
Latium and Italy ; and, in the arts and fciences, 
they afpired to equal or furpafs their Grecian 
mailers. The empire of the Casfars undoubt- 
edly checked the adtivity and progrefs of the 
human mind ; its magnitude might indeed al- 
low fome fcope for domeftic competition ; but 
when it was gradually reduced, at firft to the 
Eaft and at laft to Greece and Conftantinople, 
the Byzantine fubjefts were degraded to an ab- 
jefl: and languid temper, the natural efFe£l of 
their folitary and infulated ftate. From the \ 
North they were oppreffed by namelefs tribes 
of Barbarians, to whom they fcarcely imparted 

t^ie 

(114) A> St. BernaH of the Latin, fo St. John Damafceniis in ths 
Titi!^ centucy* is revered as the hift father of the Greek church. 
^%AS) iiuaK'a ^tttjs, toK i. p. 115. 
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the appellation of men. The language and reli- 
gion of the more poliflied Arabs were an infur- 
mountable bar to all focial intercourfe. The 
conquerors of Europe were their brethren in 
the Chriftian faith ; but the fpeech of the Franks 
or Latins was unknown, their manners were 
rude, and they were rarely connefted, in peace 
or war, with the fucceflbrs of Heraclius. Alone 
in the univerfe, the felf-fatisfied pride of the 
Greeks was not difturbed by the comparifon of 
foreign merit : and it is no wonder if they faint- 
ed in the race, fince they had neither competi- 
tors to urge their fpeqd, nor judges to crown 
their viftory. The nations of Europe and Alia 
were mingled by the expeditions to the Holy 
Land ; and it is under the Comnenian dynafty 
that a faint emulation of knowledge and milita- 
ry virtue was rekindled in the Byzantine em- 
pire. 
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CHAP. LIV, 



Orij^in and DoSlrine of the Patdicians.^^Their 
Perfecution by the Greek Emperors^ — Revolt 
in Armenia^ &c.-^Tran/plantation into Thrace. 
Propagation in the Weji. — ^he Seeds^ Charac* 
ter^ and Confequences of the Reformation. 



IN the profeffion of Chriftianity, the variety snpine fa- 
of national charafters may be clearly diftin- F'^i^'^n »f 
guilhed. The natives of Syria and Egypt aban- church." 
doned their lives to lazy and contemplative de- 
votion : Rome again afpired to the dominion 
of the world ; and the wit of the lively and lo- 
quacious Greeks was confumed in the difputes 
of metaphyfical theology. The incomprehenfi- 
ble myfteries of the Trinity and Incarnation, in- 
ftead of commanding their filent fubmiffion, 
were agitated in vehement and fubtle contro- 
verfies, which enlarged their faith at the ex- 
pence perhaps of their charity and reafon. From 
the council of Nice to the end of the feventh 
century, the peace and unity of the church 
was invaded by thefe fpiritual wars ; and fa 
deeply did they afFeft the decline and fall of 
the empire^ that the hiftoriaii has too often been 
compelled to attend the fynods, to explore the 
creeds, and to enumerate the fefts, of this 
bufy period of ecclefiiftical annals. From the - 
beginning of the eighth century to the laft ages 
of the Byzantine empire the found of contro- 
verfy was feldom heard : curiofity was exhauft- 
VoL. X. • L ed. 
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ed, zeal was fatigued ; and, in the decrees of 
iix councils, the articles of the Catholic faith 
had been irrerocably defined. The fpirit of 
difpute, however vain and pernicious, requires 
fome energy and exercife of the mental fecul- 
lies ; and the proftrate Greeks were content ta 
faft, to pray, and to believe, in blind obedience 
to the patriarch and his clergy. During a long; 
dream of fuperftition, the Virgin and the Saints^ 
their vifions and miracles, their relics and images,, 
were preached by the monks and worfhipped by 
the people ; and the appellation of people might 
be extended without injuftice to the fir ft rank* 
of civil fociety. At an unfeafonable moment, 
the Ifaurian emperors attempted fomewhat rudely 
to awaken their fubjeds : under their influence, 
reafon might obtain fome profelytes, a far 
greater number was fwayed by intereft or fear j 
but the Eaftern world embraced or deplored their 
vifible deities, and the reftoration of images was 
celebrated as the feaft of orthodoxy. In this paf- 
five and unanimous flate the ecclefiaftical rulers 
were relieved from the toil, or deprived of the 
pleafure, of perfecution. The Pagans had dif- 
appeared ; the Jews were filcut and obfcure; the 
difputes with the Latins were rare and remote 
hoftilities againft a national enemy ; and the 
feds of Egypt and Syria enjoyed a free tolera- 
tion, under the fhadow of the. Arabian caliphs* 
About • the tniddle of the feventh century, a 
branch of Manichssans was feleded as the viftims 
of fpiritual tyranny : their patience was at length 
exafperated to defpair and rebellion ; and their 
exile has fcattered over the Weft the feeds of re- 
formation. Thefe important events will juftify 
fome enquiry into the doftrine and ftory of the 
Paulicians (i) j and, as they cannot plead for 

themfelves, 

(l) The errors »rd virtues of the PauHcia'os are weighed, with bis 
ufual judgmcat lad candour; by the learned Mofkeim (Hift. ecciefiaft. 

fe^uluA 
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theinfelve3, our candid CTiticifm will magnify the * 

goody and abate or fufpeft the evil^ that is 
reported by their adverfaries. 

The Gnoftic«, who had diftrafted the infancy, origm of 
were oppreffed by the greatnefs and authority, cUns^^^r*" 
of the church. Inftead of emulating or furpaf- aifcipiet of 
ling the wealth, learning, and numbers, of the a.' o.^ieo, 
Catholics, their obfcure remnant was driven &<?• 
from the capitals of the Eaft and Weft, and con- 
fined to the villages and mountains along the 
borders of the Euphrates. Some veftige of the 
Marcionites may be detefted in the fifth cen- 
tury (2) ; but the numerous fefts were finally 
loft in the odious name of the Manichaeans; and 
thefe heretics who prefumied to reconcile the 
dodrines of Zoroafter and Chrift, were purfued 
by the two religions with equal and unrelenting 
hatred. Under the ^randfon of Heraclius, in 
the neighbourhood of Samofata, more famous 
for the birth of Lucian than for the titk of a 
Syrian kingdom, a reformer arofe, efteemed by 
the Paulicians as the chofen meffenger of truth. 
In his humble dwelling of Mananalis, Conftan- 
tine entertained a deacon, who returned from 
Syrian captivity, and received the ineftimable 
gift of the New Teftament, which was already 
concealed from the vulgar by the prudence of 
the Greek, and perhaps of the Gnoftic cler- 
gy (3). Thefe books became the meafure of his 
L 2 ftudies 

fecttlam ix. p. 31 1, &c.). He draws hit original iBteHigence from Pho- 
ttus (contra Manicharos, 1. i.) and Peter Siculus (Hift. Manichseorum)* 
The firft of tbeCe accounts has not fallen into my hands ; the fecond, 
which Moflieim prefers, 1 have read in a Latin verfion ioiened in the 
Maxima Bibliotbeca Patrum (torn xvi. p. 754 — 764.), from the edition 
of the Jefuit Raderus (Ingoiftadii, 1604* in 4*«). 

(1) In the time of Theodoret, the diocefe of Cyrrhot, in Syria, con- 
Uined eight hundred villages. Of thefe, two were inhabited by Aritat 
and Eunomtans, and eight by Marcionites, whom the laborioas bifliop re- 
conciled to the Catholic church (Dupin, Bibliot. Ecclefiaftique, torn. iv. 
p. Si, 82.)- 

(3) Nobis profanis Ifta (facra EvangeR*) legere non Kcet fed facer- 
dotibui donraxat, was the firft fcruple of a Catholic whea h« was ad- 
viicd toiead the Bible (Petr. Sicul. p. 761.}. 
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ftudies and the rule of his faith ; and the Ca- 
tholics, who difpute his interpretation, ^acknow- 
ledge that his text was genuine and fincere. 
But he attached hiinfelf with peculiar devotion 
to the writings and character of St. Paul : the 
name of the Paulicians is derived by their ene- 
mies from fome unknown and domeftic teacher: 
but I am confident that they gloried in their 
affinity to the apoftle of the Gentiles. His dif- 
ciples, Titus-^ Timothy, Sylvanus, Tychichus, 
were reprefented by Conftantine and his fellow- 
labourers : the names of the apoftolic churches 
were applied to the congregations which they 
aflembled in Armenia and Cappadocia ; and this 
innacent allegory revived the example and me- 
TheirbiUe. mory of the firft ages. In the gofpel, and the 
epiftles of St. Paul, his faithful follower invefti- 
gated the creed of primitive Chriftianity; and, 
whatever might be the fuccefs, a proteftant rea- 
^der will applaud the fpirit, of the enquiry. Bift 
if the fcriptures of the Pauliciians were pure, 
they were not perfefl:. Their founders rcjeflf- 
ed the two epiftles of St* Peter (4), the apoftte 
of the circumcifion whofe difpute with their fa- 
vourite for the obfervance of the law could not 
eafily be forgiven (5). They agreed with theilr 
Gnoftic brethren iii the univerlal contempt for 
the Old Teftament, the books of Mofes and the 
prophets, which have been confecrated by thfe 
'decrees of the Catholic church* With equal 

boldnefs, 

. /. ■ 

(4) la rej«£ling the fecond epiftle of St. Pcter^ the Paulicians are 
. jiiftiiied by fome of the moft refpe£lable of the ancients and moderns (fee 

Wetftein ad loc. Sinrion, Htft. Critique du Nouveau Teftament, c. 17.}. 
Tbejr like wife overlooked the Apocalypfe (E^etr. Sicul. p, 7^6.}^ but as 
.£ich Jieglofl is not imputed as a crime, the Greeks of the \x^^ century 
• mixfthave. been carclefs of the credit and honour of the Revelations. 

(5) Thia contention,, which has not efcaped the malice of Porphyry, 
fiippofes fome error and paliion ta one or both of the apoflles. By Chry- 
feftomv Jeroni, and £rafmus» it is reprefented as a fliam. quarrel, a pipirs 
f^ud^ for the benefit of the Gentiles and the correction of the Jews 
(Middleion*8 Works, vol. ii. p. i— zo.). 
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boldnefs, and doubtlefs with more reafon^ Conr 
ftantine, the new Sylvanus, difclaimed die vi- 
fions, which, in fo many bi^lky and ^lendid 
volumes, had been publifhed by the Oriental 
fefts (6) J the fabulous produ6lions of the 
Hebrew patriarchs and the fages of the Eaft; 
the fpurious gofpels, epiftles, and a6ls, which 
in the firft ages had overwhelmed the ortho- 
dox code i the theology of Manes, and the au- 
thors of the kindred herefies j and the thirty 
generations, or aeons, which had been created 
by the fruitful fancy of Valentine. . The Eauli- 
cians fmcerely condemned the memory and opi^ 
nions of the Manichaean fed, and complained 
of the lajuftice which impr^ed that invidious 
iiame on the fimple votaries of St. Paul and of 
thrift. / . . ^ 

Of tl^e ecclefiaftical chain, .many links iiad The fimpu. 
been broken by the Paulician reformers; andf'?f *****^ 
their liberty was enlarged, a^ they reduced the worihip. 
number of mailers, at whofe voice profane 
T^afon mufl: bow to myftery and miracle. The 
<arly feparation of the GnofUcs had preceded 
ti^e eilablijQim^nt of the Catholic worfhip ;. and 
ag^nft the gradual innovations of difcipline and 
dk>drine, tfeey w^e as ftrongly guarded by habit 
29x6. averfipn, as by the filence of St. Paul and 
the eyajagelMts. The objefts which had been 
tr^msfocmeid by the m^igjc of fuperftition, ap- 
peared tq th(e eyes oi* the Paulicians in their 
^nuine a&<^ naked colpurs.^ An image made 
withoi^. hand&, was the commpn^ workmaA(hip 
c^ a aortal artift, to whofe fidll alone the 
: , wood 

. (6) Thofe why ar* carious «f this HeterodpX'lSbrary, may confult the 
rofearches «^f Bcaufobrc (Hift, Critique jtfu Manlcheifmei tottj. i. p. 305 , 

«^437.). Even in Africa St. Auftia cooU describe tb« ManicFxean' 
%9ok8, UmoiAlci, tamjgrandft, tarn pretToifi codices (contra Fiuft.Mii.' ' 

14.) ; but be adds, without pity> tdcendite Mbn^s illas membfanas : and 
^^vice has been rigoroufljr followed. 
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wood and canvafs muft be indebted for their 
merit or value. The miraculous relics were 
ail heap of bones and aflies, deftitute of life 
or virtue, or of any relation, perhaps, with the 
perfon to whom they were afcribed. The 
true and vivifying crofs was a piece of found 
or rotten timber ; the body and blood of 
Chrift, a loaf of bread and a cup of wine, the 
gifts of nature and the fymbols of grace. The 
mother of God was degraded from her celeftial 
honours and immaculate virginity; and the 
faints and angels were no longer folicited to 
cxercife the laborious o$ce, of mediation in 
heaven, and miniftry upon earth. In the prac-* 
tice, or at leaft in the theory of the facra-* 
ments, the Paulicians were inclined to abolifh 
all vifible objefts of worftip, and the words 
of the gofpel were, in their judgment, the bap- 
tifm and communion of the faithful. They 
indulged a convenient latitude for the interpre- 
tation of fcripture y and as often as they were 
preffed by the literal fenfe, they could efcape 
to the intricate mazes of figure and allegory. 
Their utmpft diligence muft have been em- 
ployed to diffolve the cpnneftion between the 
old and the new teftament ; fince they adored 
the latter a^ the oracles of God, and abhorred 
die former, as the fabulous and abfurd inven-r 
tion of men or daemons. We cannot be fur^ 
prifed, that they fhould have found in the gof- 
pel, the orthodox myftery of the trinity : but 
inftead of confeffing the human nature and 
fubftantial fufferings of Chrift, they amufed 
their fancy with a celeftial body that pafre4 
through the virgin like water through a pipe j 
with a phantaftic crucifixion, that eluded the 
'^^•y^oW yain and impotent malice of the Jews. A creed 
prfof^i^iei \\iyi$ finiple and fpiritual was not adapted to 

the 
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the genius of the times (7); aad the rational of tteMtgi- 
Chriftian who m^ht have been contented with "chi^^*' 
the light yoke and eafy burthen of Jefus and 
his apoftles, was juftly offended, that the Pau- 
licians fhouJd dare to violate the unity of God^ 
the £irft article of natural and revealed religion* 
Their belief and their truft was in the Father, 
of Chrift, of the human foul, and of the in- 
vifible world. But they likewife held the eter- 
nity of matter ; a Ilubborn and rebellious fub- 
fiance, the origin of a fecond principle, of an 
afiive being, who has created this vifible world, 
and exercifes his temporal reign till the final 
confummation of death and fm (8). The ap^ 
pearances of moral and phyfical evil had efta- 
bliflied the two principles in the ancient philp- 
Ibphy and religion of the Eaft ; from .wbenpe 
this doftrine was transfufed to the various fwarms 
of the.Gnoftics* A thoufand fhades may be 
devifed in the nature and charafter of Abrl^ 
fnauj from a rival God to a fubordinate daemon, 
from paffion and frailty to pure and perfefl; ma^ 
levolence : but, in fpite of our efforts, the goocL- 
nefs, and power, of OrwuiJiJ, are placed at the 
oppofite extremities of jthe line j ^u4 every ftep 
that approaches the one muft recede in equal 
proportion from the other (9). 

The apoftolic labours of Conftantine-Sylva- Tfcc e«i. 
nus, foon multiplied the nijmber of his dlfdples, J^^S^f 
the fecret recompence of fpiritual ambition, *»•«« Ar- 
The remnant of the Gnoftic feft^, ^d efpe.JIlt'iif"' 

-cially 

1(7) Tbefi« capital errorf of the Paulicians «rc 4cfifte4 fef Peter Stcu- 
lu8 (p. 756.) with much prejudice and paffion. 

{^) Primum- vUorum axioma eft, dao rerum eflRe prmctpla.^ Deum 
«a)ttin et Deum bosum aliumqoe hujut mundi coaditorcm et principeviy 
et alium futuri a»vi (Petr. Sicul. p. 7 $6.). ' 

(9) Two learned critica, Beaufobfe (Hift. Critique du Mamchcirmey 
1 i. iv, T« Ti.) and Moiheim (Inftitttt. Htft. Ecclef. and de Rebus Cbrif- 
tlaait ante Conftantinuniy fee* i, it, iii.), have laboured to explore and 
^ifcrimioate the vauoiit fxftemt of the Cnoft^cs 00 Xbe iiuhjeih of .xhc 
(lf«rofrincip)ea. 
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cially the Manichaeans of Armenia, were united 
under his ftandard ; many Catholics were con- 
verted or feduced by his arguments j and he 
preached with fucceis in the regions of Ponr 
tus (id) and Cappadocia^ which had long fince 
imbibed the religion of Zoroafter. The Paur 
lician teachers were difti|igui(hed only by their 
fcriptural names, by the modeft title of fellow- 
pilgrims, by the aufterity of their lives, their 
^eal or knowledge, and the credit of fpme ex- 
traordinary gifts of the holy fpirit. But they 
were incapable of defiring, or at leaft of ob- 
iaining, the wealth and honours of the Catholic 
prelacy: fuch anti.chrift;ian pride they bitterly 
cenfured ; and even the rank of elders or prefby- 
ters was condemne;d as an inftitution of the 
Jewifli fynagogue. The new fe£k was loofely 
fpread over the provinces of Afia Minor to the 
.weftward of the Euphrates j fix of their prinr 
cipal congregations reprefented the churches to 
which St. Paul had addreffed his epiftles j and 
their founder chofe his refidence in the neigh-, 
bourhood of Colonia(ii), in the fartie diftrid 
of Pontus which had been celebrated by the 
altars of Bellona (i 2) and the miracles of Gre- 
gory. 

(10) The countries betw<ea t)ift Euphrates and the Ha^s, were pof- 
feflfed aboTc'350 years, by the Medes (Herodot, I. i. c. 103.) and Per- 
%909 ^ and th^. kings of Rontas were of the royal r^ce . of th« Afhictne-^ 
nides (Salhid. Fragment. 1. lii. with the French fupj^cmen^ and notes oj^ 
the prefident de Btoffes). 

(11) Moft probably founded by Pompey after the conqueft of Pontos. 
This Colonia^ on the Lycus abore Neo-Cxfarea, is named by the Turks 
Coulei-hifar, or Chonac, a populous town in a ftrong county (d'Anvitle, 
Geographie Ancxenne, torn. ii. p. 34* Totirnefort, Voyage du Levant, 
torn. ill. lettre xzi. p. 293.). 

(12) The temple of Beliona atComana in Pontos^ was a powerful 
a^d wealthy foundation^ and the high prieft was refpeded as th« fecond 
perfon in the kingdom. As the facerdotal office hajd been occupied h^ 
h>s mother's Aimily, Strabo (1. xii. p. 809. Sg^, 836, S37.) dwells with 

' peculiar complacency on the temple, the worfhip^ and fcftivaj, which 
was twice celebrated every year. But the Bellena of Pontus had the fea- 
tttfes «ndchara£l«r of the goddeft, not of war,, but of lova. 
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gory (13). After a miffion of twenty-fcvcn 
years, Sylvanus, who had retired from the to- 
lerating government of the Arab^, fell a facri- 
fice to Roman perfecution. The laws of the P^f^^of/ek 
pious emperors, which feldom touched the emp«ro/». 
lives of lefs odious heretics, profcribed without 
mercy or difguife the tenets, the books, and 
the perfons of the Montanifts and Manichaeans : 
the books were delivered to the flames; and 
all who fhould prefume to fecrete fuch writings, 
or to profefs fuch bpinions, -were devoted to an 
ignominious death (14). A Greek minifter, 
armed with legal and military powers, appeared 
at Colonia to ftrike the Ibepherd, and to re- 
claim, if poflible, the loft iheep. By a refine- 
ment of cruelty, Simeon placed the unfortunate 
Sylvanus before a line of hk difciples, wjio 
were commanded, as the price of their pardon 
and the proof of their repentance, to maffacre 
their fpiritual father. They turned afide fibni 
the impiou3 office ; the ftones dropt from their 
filial hands, and of the whole number, only 
one executioner could be Found, a new, David, 
as he is ftyled. by the Catholics, who boldly 
overthrew the giant of herefy. This apoftate, 
Juftus was his name, again deceived and be-^ 
irayed his * unfufpefting brethren, and a ne^ 
conformity. to the afts of St, Paul may be founcj 
in the Converfion of Simeon ; like the apoftl^, 
he embraced the doftrine which he had been 
^ent to perfecute, renounced his honours ariji 

■ fortunes, 

(13) Gregory, bi/hop of Neo-Caefarea (A. D. 240—265), furnamed 
Tbaamaturgus, or the Wonder worker. Aii hundred years aftervruds, 
the biflory or romance of bis life was compofcd by Gregory of Kyfl^> 
bit nam r fake and countryman, the broftver of the great St. Bafii. • • 

(14) Hoc caeterum ad fua egregia-facinora, 'div^ini atque ortfa^doid 
Imperatores addtderont, ut ManichaeOt Moh^aoofqve capitati ^aniri 
fententia juberent, eorumque libroa, quocuiique in loco invitnti tlTamv 
flammis tradi ; qudd fiquis ufptam eofdemoccuttifTe deprekeildtrMiN(y 
huBc etindeffi mortis p«n« addict, cjufque bona in.fifc«m infarH (Pttr» 
Sicul. p. 7 59. )• What mere eowki -bigotry and ptrfecuttoii dcfivet • • 
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fortunes, and acquired among the Paulicians- 
the fame of a miffionary and a martyr. ITiey 
were not ambitious of martyrdom (15), but in a 
calamitous period of one hundred and fifty years, 
their patience fuftaincd whatever zeal could in- 
flict: and power was infuiGcienc to eradicate 
the obftinate vegetation of fanaticifm and rea- 
ibn. From the blood and aflies of the firft 
vi£iims, a fu<::ceffion of teachers and congrega- 
tions repeatedly arofe : amidft their foreign hofti- 
lities, they found leifure for domeftic quarrels : 
they preached, they difputed, they fuffered ; 
and the virtues, the apparent virtues, of Sergi- 
us, in a pilgrimage of thirty-three years, arc 
reluctantly confeffed by the orthodox hiftori- 
ans^i6). The native cruelty of Juftinian the 
l^cond was fUmul^ed by a pious caufe, and he 
vainly hoped to €xtingui(h in. a fingle confla- 
gration the name and memor)' of the Pauli- 
cia^s. By their primitive fimplicity, their ab- 
horreuce of popular, fuperftition, the Iconoclafl: 
prickces might have, been reconciled to fome 
erroj^^ous dgftrines ; but thev themfelves were 
cxpojfed to the calumnies of the monks, and 
they chofe to be the tyrants, left they ihould be 
accufed as the accomplices, of the Manichaeans. 
. Such a reproach has fullied the clemency of 
Nicephorus, who relaxed in th^ir favour the 
feverity of the penal ftatutes, nor will bis cha- 
rafter fuftain the honour of a more liberal mo- 
tive. The feeble Michael thq firft^ the rigid Leo 
the Armenian, were foremoft in the race of 

perfecution > 

(15) It IhouM feem, that the PaulUians allowed rheinreUei fome Iat(- 
fm^c of equivocation and mental refervation i till the CathoKcs difcovered 
the preffing queftions, which reduced them co the alternative of apoftacy 
^ mairtyrdom l[Petr. Sicul. p. 760.) 

^16) The perfecutioQ is told by Petrus Siculut (p. 579 — 763.) with 
iiitisfa^oa and pieafantry. Tuftus jtifia periblvii. Simeon was not 
9i9^biit Kuroff (the proan^ciatton of the two vowels muft have been 
nearly tfa« fame), a grciat whale that drown«d the mariners who miftook 
him for an iflaod. See lik/ewife Cedrcnut (p, 432—435.). 
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perfccution ; but the prize muft doubtlefs be ad- 
judged to the fanguinary devotion of Theodora, 
who reftored the images to the Oriental church* 
Her inquifitors explored the cities and moun- 
tains of the lefler Afia, and the flatterers of the 
emprefs have affirmed that, in a Ihort reign, one 
hundred thoufand Paulicians were extirpated by 
the fword, the gibbet, or the flames. Her 
guilt 6r merit has perhaps been ftretched be- ^ 

yond the meafure of truth : but if the account 
be allowed^ it muft be prefumed that many 
limpie leonolafts were punifhed under a more 
odious name; and that fome who were driven, 
from the church, ujiwilUngly took refuge in the 
bofom of herefy. 

The inoft furious and defperate of rebels are ^^'^ pjjjj. 
the feftaries of a religi(Hi long perfecutfed and dans, 
at length provoked. In an holy caufe they are ^.^1.^^^ 
no longer fufceptiWe of fear or remorfe : the 
juftice of their arms hardens them againft the 
feelings of humanity 5 and diey revenge their 
fathers wrongs on the children of their tyrants. 
Such have been- the Huffites of Bohemia and 
the Calvinifts of France, and fueh, in the ninth 
century, were the Paulicians of Armenia and^ 
the adjacent provinces (17). They were firft 
awakened to- the maflacre of a governor and* 
biihop, who exercifed the Imperial mandate of 
converting or deftroying the heretics ; afad the 
deepeft recefles of mount Argseus protected' 
their independence and revenge. A mor^ dan- 
gerous and confuming flame wa^ kindled by the 
perfecution of Theodora, and the revolt of 
Carbeas, a valiant Paulician, who commanded 
jtfae guards of the general of the £aft. His 

iather 

(17) Petras Siculai {^•J^jf ^4*)i thtf continustor of Theopbaoet 
(1. iv. c. 4. p. 103, 104.}, Ccdrenut {p. 541, 54t. 545.]^ and Zooarat 
^tom. ii. I. zt'i. p« 156.), defcribc the revolt aind cxploitf it Cwbcai aad 

1^ Paulicians. 
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£(ther had be^n impaled by the Catholic inqui* 
Otors ; and religion, Qr at leai]; natune, might 
jttftify l^is d^f^'tion and revenge. Five thou- 
iaxkA of his bre^hreq \fere united by the fame 
Q^ivi^s ; they renoimced the allegiance of an* 
ti-chriftian Rome ; a Saracen emir introduced 
Carbea8 jto the mliph; and the. commander of 
thcT faithful extendfd his fceptre to the im- 
They fortify placable enemy of the Greeks. In the moun- 
T^phricf, ^ius between Siwas.and TrelHiSOnd he found- 
ed o»' fortified the city of Tephrice (i8), which 
]5:AiU occupied by a fierce apd licendovis peo- 
ple, and the n^jglAouring hills were covered 
with the Paiilid^n fugitivc;^,^ who now re- 
conciled the ufe of the Bible .^uui t^e fword. 
Duriig more ^n thirty years, A(ia was af- 
fli<£ted by the. calamities of foreign and do- 
meftie war; in their ;b(rflile inroads the dif- 
ciplea 0f St. Paul w'ler^ jcfined with ; thofe of 
Miihom^ V AH^ the peaceful Qkriftians, the 
aged:p9»e»t and to^der virgin, who were deli- 
yercdTinto; barbftrojiSiTeiryitijMie, wght j^^ftly ac- 
dttfe the intoleriat {fifh of their fovereign. So 
utigcnt l;fas the mifchief, fp intplerable the. 
fbame,:.that ey^ the diffoliite IV^ichael, the foa^ 
^of iHmsiora, U^s cpmpeUed to m^rqh in perfqn 
againft the PauUciiiAs^ he. was die&^tt^d under 
fte wallfii of l^,afl%3&ta ; s^d the ^pmMi empe- 
Mtj fted.. before the . heretics whpnii Jus niothor 
hadjooodemned i<;^ the £iamej^« Tfap Sarac^n^ 
fotightnader the f^naehianMr^i bW ithe viftpry: 
wifs ^fti&bedifdQarb^flfi;; and .^h^ ^^isiy^ g6ne-> 
Tjals,::lwfth n^te tJ^i ^ hundred trib^^s^ jxreic^ 
eSriter^j^ehafeddpty/hisra^firice, or tor^uiped by Ws! 
faoiticiftn.! Xbe t^UwJind %l9^biti9A of Chry-. 
..il:;-i fochey' • 

'{i%')'^OHit fVoysigfteft TTyiqit'eet en P«rie, torn. li.) is probtblytli/B 
Of )y Pc4Pk wKf> ^s .vi^te4<the Ande^sxdent Barbarians of Tephrice^ 
n^.^ .DiytfigfiS^ ifrf Ri .wb9iA k» fyftMmH^J .^f^rff d. in U^e .Uaia of a Turjc- 

iih officer. * ^ ■ 
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focheirTip)^ his fucceflbr^ embraced a trader 
circle of rapiiie and revenge. la alliance with 
his faithful Moflems, he tijaldly penetrated imo 
the heart of Afia ; the troof>s of the froatiar 
alid the palace were repeatedly overthrQ\fn i thfi^^ p>J*."r 
edifts of perfecution were anfweted by the.-pjH-^^'^**^' 
lage of Nice and Nicomedia, of Ancyra and 
Ephefus ; nor could the apoftle St. John prdte^ 
from violation his city and fepulchre. .The ca^ 
thedral of Ephifus was turned iqto a ftable for 
mules and horfes ; and the Paulidans vied wiUi 
the Saracens in their contempt and abhorrence 
of images and relics. It is not unpleafii^ to 
obferve the triumph of rebellion over the fatne 
defpotiftn which has difdained the prayers of &A 
injured people. The emperor Bafil, the Mac6* 
donian, was reduced to fue for peace, to oflFer 
a ranfom for the captives, and to requeA, in 
the language of moderation and charity^ that 
Chryfocheir would (pare bis fellow-cbriftians^ 
and content himfelf with a royal donaiiyis of 
gold and filver and filk garments. ^^ liF the 
^' empercw/* replied the infolent £iliatic, ** be 
•^ defirous of peace, let him abdicate the Ealt, 
" and reign without mdeftation in the W^ft^ 
^'^ If he refiife, the fervants of the Lord will 
*^ precipitate him from the throne.** There* 
luftant Bafii fufpended the tteaty, accepted the 
-defiance, and led his army into the land of he- 
refy, which he wafted with fire and fword. The 
open country of the Paulidans was expofed to 
the fame cal»nities which they had inflifted ; 
but when he had explored the ftrength of Te- 
phrice, the multitude of the Barbarians, and the 

ample 

(19) In the biflory of Chryfocheir, Genefius (Chron. p 67—70. 
edit, Venet.) has expofed the nakednefs of the empire. Conftantine 
Porphyrogenitus (in Vit. Bafil. c, 37 — 43. p. 166-^171.) hat dif- 
pfayed the glofy of hit grandfather. Qeth-enoi (p. 570 — >S73*)' i" with- 
out their pafl}o«rof theif knowledge* 
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ample magazines of arms and provifions, he 
defifted with a figh from the hopelefs fiege. On 
his return to Conftantinople he laboured, by the 
foundation of convents and churches, to fecure 
the aid of his celeftiai patrons, of Michael the 
archangel and the prophet Elijah; and it was 
his daily prayer that he might live to tranfpierce, 
with three arrows, the head of his impious ad- 
verfary. Beydnd his expeftations, the wifh was 
accomplilhed : after a fuccefsful inroad, Chry- 
ibcheir was furprifed and flain in his retreat; 
and the rebel's head was triumphantly prefented 
at the foot of the throne. On the reception of 
this welcome trophy, Bafil inftantly called for 
his bow, difcharged three arrows with unerring 
aim, and accepted the applaufe of the court, 
who hailed the viftory of the royal archer. 
Their de- With ChryfocHcirj, the glory of the Paulicians 
*"*'"• faded and withered (20) ; on the fecond expe- 
dition of the emperor, the impregnable Te- 
phrice was deferted by the heretics, who fued ^ 
for mercy or efcaped to the borders. The city 
was ruined, but the fpirit of independence fur- 
vived in the mountains : the Paulicians defend- 
ed, above a century, their religion and liberty, 
infefted the Roman limits, and maintained their 
I perpetual alliance with the enemies of the em- 

pire and the gofpeL 
I Their tranf- About the middle of the eighth century. Con- 

I from Arme- ft^ntiftd, fumsmed Copronymus by the worfliip- 

I i)iat« pers of images, had made an expedition into 

[ Thrace; Armenia, and found, in the cities of Melitene 

and Theodofiopolis, a great number of Pauli- 
cians, his kindred heretics. As a favour or pu» 
niihment, he tranfplanted them from the banks 
of the Euphrates to Conftantinople and Thrace; 

and 

(10) Zova9rt/u«pavdii irac^ h «ydif0-« td; Ti^xnt ivftv^. How elf* 
gant is the Greek tongue, even in the mouth ox Cedreoiu! 
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and by this emigration their doctrine was intro- 
duced and diffufed in Europe (21). If'the fec- 
taries of the metropolis were foon mingled with 
the promifcuous mafs, thofe of the country 
ftruck a deep root in a foreign foil. The Pauli- 
cians of Thrace refifted the ftorms of perfecu- 
tion, maintained a fecret correfpondence with 
their. Armenian brethren, and gave aid and com- 
fort to their preachers, who folicited, not with- 
out fuccefs, the infant faith of the Bulgarians 
Q±2). In the tenth century, they were reftor- 
ed and multiplied by a more powerful colony, 
which John Zimifces (23) tranfported from thdr 
Chalybian hills to the vallies of mount Haemus. 
The Oriental clergy, who woiild have preferred 
the deftrudtion, impatiently fighed for the ab- 
fence, of the Manichaeans : the warlike empe- 
ror had felt and efteemed their valour; their 
attachment to the Saracens was pregnant with 
mifchief; but, on the fide of the Danube, 
againft the Barbarians of Scythia, their fervice 
might be ufeful, and their, lofs would be defi- 
rable. Their exile in a diftant land was foft- 
cned by a free toleration : the. Paulicians held 
the city of Philippopolis and the keys of Thrace; 
the Catholics were their fubjeflts ; the Jacobite 
emigrants their aflbciates : they occupied a line 
of villages and caftles in Macedonia and Epirus ; 
and many native Bulgarians were affociated to 
the communion of arms and herefy. As long 

as 

(ai) Coprooymtts tranfported his ervyyemg, heretict; and thus 
tvXarvyBn h tn^ta-if TtavKiKMVon, fays Cedreous (p. 463. )> w^o ^^^ co« 
pied the annals of Tbeopbanei. 

(2z) Petrus Siculai, who refided nine months at Tephrice (A. D. 
870) for the ranfom of captives (p. 764 ), was informed of their in- 
tended miffion, and addrelTed his prefervative, the Hiftoria Manichso- 
ram, to the new archbifhop of the Bulgarians (p. 7S4-)> 

(13) The colony of Paulicians and Jacobites, tranfplanted by Johrx 
Zinpifces (A. D.970.) from Armenia to Thrace, is mentioned by Zo- 
naras (torn. ii. 1. xvii. p> ^09*) and Anna Coznnena (Alexiad, 1. sir. p. 
450, Sec). 
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as they were awed by power and treated with 
moderation, their voluntary bands were diftin- 
guiflied in the armies of the empire ; and the 
courage of thefe dogs^ ever greedy of war, ever 
thirfty of human blood, is noticed with afto- 
nifliment, and almoft with reproach, by the 
pufillanimous Greeks. The fame fpirit ren- 
dered them arrogant and contumacious : 
they were eafily provoked by caprice or in- 
jury ; and their privileges were often violated 
by the faithlefs bigotry of the government 
and clergy. In the midft of the Norman war, 
two thoufand five hundred Manichaeans de- 
ferted the ftandard of Alexius Comnenus (24), 
and retired to their native homes. He dif- 
fembled till the moment of revenge ; invited 
the chiefs to a friendly conference; and pu- 
niflied the innocent and guilty by imprifon- 
ment, confifcation, and baptifm. In an interr- 
val of peace, the emperor undertook the pious 
office of reconciling them to the church and 
ftate: his winter-quarters were fixed at Philip, 
popolis; and the thirteenth apoftle, as he is 
ftyled by his pious daughter, confumed whole 
days and nights in theological controverfy. His 
arguments were fortified, their obftinacy was 
mdted, by the honours and rewards which he 
beftowed on the moft eminent profelytes ; and 
a new city, furrounded with gardens, enrich- 
ed with immunities, and dignified with his 
own name, was founded by Alexius, for the 
refidence of his vulgar converts. The impor- 
tant ftation of Philippopolis was wrefted from 
their hands ; the contumacious leaders were 
iecured in a dungeon, or banifhed from their 

country ; 

(24) The AlexUd of Anna Comneiw (K ^' P* ^3«' J- '»• P« 154> »15> 
K xiv. p. 450—457. with the dnnoucions c»f Ducaage) records the 
tranfafltont of her apoftolic father with the Manichseass^ whofe abomi- 
nable here fy (he wa* dcfirous of refuting. 
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country; and their lives were fpared by the 
prudence, rather than the mercy, of an em- 
, peror, at whofe command a poor and folitary 
heretic was burnt alive before the church of 
l^t. Sophia (25). But the proud hope of era- 
dicating the prejudices of a nation was fpeedi- 
ly overturned by the invincible zeal of the 
Paulicians, who ceafed to diffemble or refufed 
to obey. After the departure and death of 
Alexius, they foon refumed their civil and re- 
ligious laws. In the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, their pope or primate (z ma- 
nifeft. corruption) refided on the confines of 
Bulgaria, Croatia, and Dalmatia, and govern- 
ed, by his vicars, the filial congregations of 
Italy and France (26). From that aera, a mi- 
nute fcrutiny might prolong and perpetuate 
. the chain of tradition. At the end of the 
kft age, the fed: or colony ftill inhabited the 
vallies of mount Haemus, where their igno- 
rance and poverty were more frequently tor- 
mented by the Greek clergy than by the 
Turkifh government. The modern Paulicians 
have loft all memory of their origin; and 
their religion is difgraced by the worfhip of 
the crofs, and the praftice of bloody f;icrifice, 
which fome captives have imported from the 
wilds of Tartary (27). 

In the Weft, the firft teachers of the Ma-Th«j^in. 
nichaean theology had been repulfed by the into^itaiy 
people or fuppreffed by the prince. The fe. »°*i ^""*=«- 
vour and fuccefs of the Paulicians in the 

Vol. X. M eleventh 

(i§) Balil, a monk, and the author of th« Bogomilei, « feft of 
Gnoftics, who foon ▼anifliej ( Anna Comnena» AUxiud, I. xvl p. 48^ 
—494,. Moiheim, Hift. Ecclefiaftica, p. 420 ). 

(16) Matt. Parts, fiift. Major, p. 267. 1 hU paiTige of oor £f glilh 
hiftortan is all«dged bjr DacangC in an excellent note on ViUehardouin 
(No. io8)» who found the PauUciant at Pki^ipp«poU| the frieadt of the 
BaVg4ri»A«. 

(27] SeeMarfigli, Stato Militare deir Impcro OttofntBO^ p. 24. 
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eleventh and twelfth centuries muft be im- 
puted to the ftrong, though fecret, difcontent 
vi^hich armed the mo(t pious Chriftians againfl 
the church of Rome. Her avarice was op- 
preffive,, her defpotifm odious : lefs degene- 
rate perhaps than the Greeks in the worfhip 
of faints and images > her innovations were 
more rapid and fcandalous : (he had rigorouf- 
}y defined and impofed the dodrine of tran- 
fubflantiaiion : the lives of the Latin clergy 
were more corrupt^ and the Eaftem bifhops 
might pafs for the fucceflbrs of the apoftles^ 
if they were compared with the lordly pre- 
lates, who wielded by turns the crofier, the 
fceptre, and the fword. Three different roads 
might introduce the Paulicians into the heart 
of Europe. After the converfion of Hunga- 
ry, the pilgrims who vifxted Jerufalem might 
fafely follow the courfe of the Danube: ia 
their journey and return they paffed through 
Philippopolis ; and the feSaries, dilguifing their 
name and herefy, might accompany the French 
or German caravans to their refpeflive coun- 
tries. The trade and dominion of Venice 
pervaded the coaft of the Adriatic, and the 
hofpiiable republic opened her bofom to fo- 
reigners of every climate and religion. Under 
the Byzantine ftandard, the Paulicians were of- 
ten tranfported to the Greek provinces of Italy 
and Sicily ; in peace and war they freely con- 
verfed with ftrangers and natives, and their opi- 
jiions were fdently propagated in Rome, Milan, 
and the kingdoms beyond the Alps (28). It 

was 

• (iS) The totradadltA vf tbe P«iiIi«taiM. t»la Italy an4 France, H 
amply difcaOed by Moratori (Antiauitat* Italic madai Mn^ tom. ir. 
^itart» l«. p. $1— 15%.)> *od M«flicim (p. 379^3^1. 419-^421. >» 
y ft botlk have overlooked ft eacioat ptflfage of WiJliam tlMi Apuiun^ 
wka clearlf dafrrU>ea them 10 a baitie between the Greeks and Nor* 
siafts. A, 0. 1040 (in Muratori, Script. Rcrum Xtal. twin. v. p, t$^-)* 

Cuoi 
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was fo<Hi difcovered, that many thoufand 
Catholics of every rank, and of either fex, 
had embraced the Manichaean herefy; and 
the flames which confumed twelve canons 
of Orleans, was the firflt ad and fignal 
of perfecution. The Bulgarians (29), a name 
fo innocent in its origin, fo odious in its appli- 
cation, fpread their branches over the face of 
Europe. United in common hatred of idolatry 
and Rome, they were conneded by a form of 
epifcopal and prefbyterian government; their 
various fefts were difcriminated by fome fainter 
or darker (hades of theology ; but they general- 
ly agreed in the two principles, the contempt 
of the old teilament, and the denial of the body 
of Chrifl:, either on the crofs or in the Eucha- 
rift. A confeifion of fimple worfhip and blame- 
lefs manners is extorted from their enemies ; 
and £3 high was their ftandard of perfedion, 
that the encreafmg congr^ations were divided 
into two claffes of difciples, of thofe who 
pra£tifed, and of thofe who afpired. It was Perrecotioa 
in the country of the Albigeois (30), in the^,^^^;^^^'- 
fouthern provinces of France, that the Pauli- a. d. hoo, 
cians were moft deeply implanted; and the^^* 
fame viciffitudes of martyrdom and revenge 
which had been difplayed in the neighbour- 
M 2 hood 

tittm Crxdt a^ennt, qulikm qaot peflimus errpr, 
Fecerat amentes» ct ab ipfo nomen habebanc. 
But be ifl fa ignorant of their dodnttc as to inakt thtm a kind of Sabcl^ 
liaot or Patripaffiaos. 

(19) Bulggri, Boulgra, Bougns, a national appellation, has been ap« 
plied by tba French at gterm of reproach to ufurers and aosatural £»• 
Hers. The Paiermi, or PateRni» has been made to figaify a fooooth and 
flattering hypocrite, fuch as VAvocat Patelin'of xYitX original and pleaiant 
farce (Docange, Glofl*. Latinitat. medii et infimi J£.v\). The Mani* 
chcaos were likewife named Catbari, or the pure, by corruption, Ga* 
xari, &€• ^ ^ . 

(30) Of the laws, cmfade, and-perfeeution againft the Albigeois, a 
juft, though general idea, is exprefTed by Moflieim (p. 477— 481.)* 
The detail may be found in the- ecdefiaftical hiftorians, ancient and mfa- 
dern, Catholics and Proteftantf $ and amdng thefc Flenry is the moft iio- 
partial and moderate. 
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hood of the Euphrates, t<rere repeated hi the 
thirteenth century on the banks of the Rhone, 
The laws of the Eaftern einperors were revived 
by Frederic the fecond^ The infurgents o£ 
Tephrice were reprefented by the barons and ex* 
ties of Languedoc: p6p6 Innocentlll. furpaffed 
tlie fanguinary fame of Theodora. It was in 
(Jruehy alone that her foldiers could equal the 
heroes of the Crufades, and the. cruelty of her 
priefts was far excelled by the founders of the 
inquifition (31) ; an office more adapted to con- 
firm, than to refute, the belief of an evil principle. 
The vifible affetnblies of the Paulicians, or Al- 
bigeois, were extirpated by fire and fword ; and 
the bleeding remnant efcaped by. flight, con- 
cealment, or catholic conformity. But the in- 
vincible fpirit which they had kindled ftill 
lived and breathed in the Weftem world. In 
the ftate, in the chutch, and even in the cloif* 
ter, a latent fucceffion was preferved of the dif- 
ciples of St. Paul ; who protefted againft the 
tyranny of Rome, embraced the bible as the 
rule of faith, and purified their creed from 
all the vifions of the Gnoftic theology. The 
ftruggles of WicklifF in England, of Hufs in 
Bohemia, Were premature and ineffectual ; 
but the names of Zuinglius, Luther, and Cal- 
vin, are pronounced -with gratitude as the 
deliverers of nations, 
charaaer A philofophcr, who calculates the degfee of 
qoen""/*Jf ^^^^ m^tit aud the value of the reformation, 
^beicforma.^ill prudently afk from what articles of faith, 
abcve or ^gainfi our reafon, they have en- 
franchifed the Chriftians j for fuch enfran- 

chifement 

(31) The A£ts (Liber Sententiarum) •{ the Jnquifitioa of Thcloafe 
(A. n. 1307 — 1%%^) h«ve been publiihcd by Limborch (Amftclodami, 
1692). with a frevioua hiftory of the Inquifition in genera!. They de- 
ferved a more learned and critical editor. As we muft not calufnniate 
even Satan, or the Holy Office, 1 will nbferve, that of a lift, of criminals 
which fills nineteen folio pages^ only ftfteen men and four wooea were 
4etivcxed to the ftcuJar ana. 
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ichifement is doubtlefs a benefit fo far as it 
may be compatible with truth and piety. Af- 
ter a fair difcuflion we Ihall rather be fur- 
prifed bj the timidity, than fcandalifed by the 
freedom, of our firft reformers (32). With 
the Jews^ they adopted the belief and defence 
of all the Hebrew fcriptures, with all their 
jrodigies, from the garden of Eden to the 
vifions of the prophet Daniel; and they were 
.loiind,. like , the Catholics, to juflify againft 
the Jews the abolition of a divine law. la 
the great rpyfteries of the Trinity and Incar- 
nation the reformers were feverely orthodox : 
they freely adopted ihe theology of the four, 
or the fix firft councils; and with the Atha- 
Jiafian creed, they pronounce the eternal dam- 
nation of all who did not believe the Catho- 
lic fakh, Tranfubftantiation, the invifibk 
4:haiige >of the bread and wine into the body 
.and blood of Chrift,, is a tenet that may de- 
:fy the power of argiiment and pleafantry ; 
tut inftead of confulting the evidence of their 
fenfes, of their fight, their feeling, and their 
tafte, the firft proteftaijts were entangled in 
their oyvn fcrujrfes, and awed by tlie words 
jof Jefijs in th^ inftitution of tlie facrament. 
Luther maintained a €Qrpereal^ and Calvin a 
r€alj pr^fei^ce of Ghrjft in ^he eucharift ; and 
the opinion of Zuingli.us, that it is no more 
than a fpiritual commu;nien, a fijnple n>eij3LO- 
rial, has flqwly prevailed in the reformed 
fhurches (33). T^jat th^ IpX? pf ^Ag myftery 

was 

X^i) The opinions and ^roceediags of tbe reformers are expofed in tne 
fccond part of . the geoeral biftor)t. of Maiheim i but the balance, which 
J^e has held with (6 clear an eye, and fo fteady aii band, begi&s to in- 
cline in favour of his Lutheran brethren, 

(33) Under Edwfrd VI. our reformation wM more bol.d and perfedl 7 

. butin thefundam^tal articleaofthe cburci» of £pg)ai}4> a ilrong and 

cpcplicit declaration againft the real prefence was obliterated Iff fhe origf. 

nal copy, to pieafe the people^ or the L«t^ranf, or Queep j^lizabeU^ 

(Burne;*s Hiftory of the Hefonpatioo, vol/u. p. ^2. 12C. 302-). 
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was amply compcnfa^cd by the ftupcndou!^ 
doflrines of original fin, redemption, faith, 
grace, and predeftination, which have bccti 
Itrained from the epiftles of St. Paul. Thefe 
fubtle queftions had moft affuredly been pre- 
pared by the fathers and fchoolmen; but Ae 
final improvement ;)nd popular ufe may be 
attributed to the firft reformers, who cnforc? 
ed them as the abfolute and eifential term$ 
of falvation. Hitherto the weight of fuperna- 
tural belief inclines againft the Protefta^nts ; 
and many a fober Chriftian would rather ad- 
mit that a wafer is Gqd, than that God is a 
cruel and capricious tvrant. 

Yet the fervices or Luther and his rivals 
are folid and imponant ; and the philofopher 
muft own his obligations to thefe fearlefs en? 
thufiafts (34). L By their hands the lofty for 
brie of fuperftition, froni the abufe of indul-r 
gences to the interceffion of the Virgin, has 
been levelled with the ground. Myriads of 
both -fexes of the. monaft;c profeffion were 
reftored to the liberty and labours of focial 
life. An hierarchy pf faints and angels, of 
imperfefit and fubordinate deities, were ftrip-: 
ped of their temporal power, and reduced tq 
the enjoyment of celeftial happinefs: their 
images and relics were baniflied from the 
jchurch ; and the credulity of the people was 
no longer nourilhed with the daily repetition 
of miracles and vifions. The imitation of 
jPaganifm was fupplied by a pure and ^iritual 
vrorfhip of prayer and thankfgiving, the moft 
worthy of man, the leaft unworthy pf the 
JDeity: It only remains to obierve, whether 

fuch 

(34) " Hud it not been for Aich men m Luther indtny fMf.r faid t!ie 
fanatic Whifton to Haliey ihc pl»i1#Rif>lier, «' yoa would noi be kneel- 
;« irtg before an image of St Winifred." ' 
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fach fublime fimpHcity be cnnfiftent with po- 
pular devotion; whether the vulgar, in the 
abfence of all vilible objefis, will not be in- 
flamed by enthufiafm, or infenfibly fubfide in 
languor and indiiFerence. II. The chain of 
authority was broken, which reftrains the bi- 
got from thinking as he pleafes, and the 
Have from fpeaking as he thinks : the popes, 
fathers, and councils, were no longer the fu- 
preme and infallible judges of the world ; and 
each Ghriftian was taught to acknowledge no 
law but the fcriptures, no interpreter but his 
own confcience. This freedom however was 
the confequence, rather than the defign, of 
the reformation. The patriot reformers were 
ambitious of fucceeding the tyrants whom 
they had dethroned. They impofed with equal 
rigour their creeds and confeffions; they af- 
ferted the right of the magiftrate to punifli 
lieretics with death. The pious or perfonal 
animofity of Calvin profcribed in Servetus (35) 
the guilt of his own rebellion (36) ; and the 
flames^ of Smithfield, in which he wa"^ after- 
wards (confumed, had been kindled for the 
An^tbaptifts by the zeal of Cranmer (37). 

The 

f$5) The article of 5. rvff tn tite Di^lonaire Critiqoe of Chauffepie, 
ittitt b«ft accoont whkh I havfe feen of thit fll»meful tranfaAton. See 
1 kewile tke Abb« d'Artifitf, No«ftMKMeiiioiretd*Hift«irey Ssc. tcm. 

il6) l am men deefly fcandayfed at t)i« fi^l« cx^cvtioii of S rretuv, 
tbaa atth« faacatoaBbs which h«ye blazed m the Avto da Fe« of Spain 

-and Portu^t t. The veal of Calvift liwiiis to have beeo envenomed by 
pcrfepal matice^.aftd perhapt envy. He atcufed his adverfary befot'e 
their common eoeiiMes, chejudf^tof Vi^na, «Ad betrayed, for bis de« 
ftrudtofty tkt ftcivd tnA of a private correfpendence. %. The deed of 
croclty ^a« not •aiQiflied by the ffjetenco' of danger to the chtn-ch or 

• lUte. tehtapaOai^ ClironghGeAev*, ServttiitwM In hannlefs Aran- 
ger, ^Jw AeiUvcr'.prcaehed, nor prinud, nor made froMytti. 3. A 
Catholic ioquifitor yields the fame obedience which be requires, bat 
Calvin violai^d 4be gslden mlt of doing it he would bje done by { a rule 
whkh 1 «ead in a mora) treatifc of IfotrMes (in Nicode, $oqi. i. p 9S. 
edit. Battle), foar.hniidred years before the publication of the gofpel. 
■"a aw ^a VT s y v^ irt^^ •fyil^trbtt *raw* t^f aXXoi? /u>i irodir? . 

(37) See Burnet, vol. ti. p. 84 — 86, The feme and homiplrf of thf 
pfOuo^ king were oppreiTed by thp authority of the primate. 
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The nature of the tyger was the fame, but 
he was gradually, deprived of his teeth and 
fangs. A fpiritual and temporal kingdom 
was poffefled by the Roman pontiff: the Pro- 
teftant doQors were fubjefts of an humble 
rank, without revenue or jurifdiclion. His 
decrees were confecrated by the antiquity of 
the Catholic church : their arguments and dif- 
putes were fubmitted to the people ; and their 
appeal to private judgment was accepted beyond 
their wiflies, by curiofity and enthufiafm. Since 
the days of Luther and Calvin, a fecret reforr 
mation has bee^i filently working in the bofom 
of the reformed churches ; rnany weeds of pre- 
judice were eradicated; and the difciples of 
Erafmus (38) diffufed a fpirit of freedom and 
moderation. The liberty of confcience has 
been claimed as a common beneUt, an inaliena- 
ble right (39) : the free goyernnients of Hol- 
land (40) and England (41) introduced the 
practice of toleration ; and the narrow allow- 
ance of the laws has been enlarged by the pru- 
dence (ind humanity of the times, jn the exer- 
cife, the mind has underftbod the limits, of its 
powers, and the words cind fhadows that might 
amufe the child can no longer fatisfy his manly 

• ' reafon. 

. . , f 

. (38) Erafmus mty be confidered at the father of rational ibeology. 
After a flumbe' of an hun<}re4.yeara,. it vras revived by the Armiotans 6f 
Holland, Grotius, Limborch, and J^ Clerc! in England by Chitling- 
worrby the laiitudinariana of Cambridge (Burneti Hifl. of own Time», 
vol. i. p. 26l-~<t6S. oAayo edition), Tillotfoo, Cl<rke, Hoadley^ ice. 

(39) 1 am forry to obferve, that the three writcri of the lafta^e, by 
.vrhom the rig^hts of toleration have been (o nobly defended, Bay.le, Leib- 
nitz, and Locl&e, are all laymen and pbiloTophers. ... 

(40) See the excellent <hapter of Sir William Temple on the religion 
of the United Piovincei. I am not fatiafied with G«o6us (de Rrbua 

.Belgicis, Annal. 1. i. p. 13, 14. edit.ia Jz^^), wlio.approvea the Im- 
jjerial lawaof perfecution, «nd only condemoa the. bloody tribunal of the 

■ inquifition. 

: (41) Sir William Blackftone (Commentaries, vol. iv. p« $t9$4.) ex. 
plains the law of England at it was fixed at the revolotion. The excep- 
tions of Papifts, and of thofe who deny the Trinity, would fti 11 leave a 
tolerable feope for perfecution, if the national fpirit were not more ef- 

^ fedual than an hundred ftatutei. 
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Tcafon, The volumes of controverfy are over- 
fpread with cobwebs : the doftrine of a Proteft- 
ant church is far removed from the knowledge 
or belief of its private members ; and the forms 
of orthodoxy, the articles of faith, are fubfcrib- 
ed with a figh or a fmile by the modern clergy. 
Yet the friends of Chriftianity are alarmed at 
the boundlefs impulfe of enquiry and fcepticifm. 
The predictions of the Catholics are accom- 
plifhed: the web ofmyftery is unravelled by 
the Arminians, Arians, and Socinians, whofe 
numbers muft not be computed from their fe-* 
parate congregations. And the pillars of reve- ^ 

lation are Ihaken by thofe men who preferve the 
name without the fubftance of religion, who in- 
dulge the licence without the temper of phi* 
iofophy (42). 




CHAP. 
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CHAP. LV. 



The Bulgarians. ''^Origin J Migrations^ and Set- 
ilemeni of the Hungarians. — Their Inroads in 
the Eaft and Wefi.—The Monarchy of Rujfia. 
^^•-^Geograpby and Trade. -^Wars of the Ruffians 

. again^ the Greek Empir^.'-'-ConverJion of the 
Barhariam* 



UNDER the reign of Conftantlne ,thc 
grandfon of Heraclius, the ancient bar- 
rier of the Danube, fo often violated and fo 
often reftored, was irretrievably fwept away by 
a new deluge of Barbarians^ Their progrefs 
was favoured by the caliphs, their unknown 
and accidental auxiliaries : the Roman legions 
were occupied in Aiia; and after the lofs of 
Syria, Egypt, and Africa, the Caefars were 
twice reduced to the danger and difgrace of 
defending their capital againft the Saracens, If 
in the account of this interefting people, I 
have deviated from the flrid: and original line 
of my undertaking, the merit of the fubjefi 
will hide my tranfgreflion or folicit my exeufe. 
In the Eaft, in the Weft, in war, in religion, in 
fcience, in their profperity, and in their decay, 
the Arabians prefs themfelves on our curiofity : 
the firft overthrow of the church and empire 
of the Greeks may be imputed to their arms ; 
and the difciples of Mahomet ftill hold the civil 
and religious fceptre of the Oriental world. 
But the feme labour would be unworthily be^ 
. > flowed 
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ftowed on die fwarms of iavages, who, between 
the feventh and the twelfth century, defcended 
from the plains of Scythia, in tranfient inroad 
pr perpetual emigration (i). Their names are 
uncouth, their origins doubtful, their a£tions 
obfcure, their fuperftition was blind, their va- 
lour brutal, and the uniformity of their public 
and private lives was neither foftened by inno- 
cence nor refined by policy. The majefty of 
the Byzantine throne repelled and furvived their 
diforderly attacks ; the greater part of thefe Bar- 
barians has difappeared without leaving any 
memorial of their exiftence, and the defpicable 
remnant continues, and may long continue, to 
groan under the dominion of a foreign tyrant. 
From the antiquities of, I. Buigariansj II. Hun^ 
gariamy and, III. Ruffians^ I Siall content my- 
felf witfi feleding fuch fads as yet deferve to be 
remembered. The conquefts of the, IV. Nor- 
mans, and the monarchy of the, V. TurXs, 
will naturally terminate in the memorable Cm- 
fades to the Holy Land, and the double fall of 
the city and empire of Conftantine. 

In his march -to Italy, TTieodoric (2) the \f'^^^ 
Oftrogoth had trampled on the arms of the g.rians, 
Bulgarians. After this defeat the name and the ^- ^•^•*'' 
nation are loft during a century and a half; 
and it may be fufpefted that the fame or a 
limilar appellation was revived by ftrange colo- 
nies from (the Boryfthenes, the Tanais, or the 
Volga. A king of the ancient Bulgaria (3) 

bequeathed 

{i) All tbepafliiet of tfae;By9«itiM hiiloor which relate te che 
Barbarians, are compiled, methodifed, and tranfcribed io a Latin vtr- 
^Son/ by the laboriooa Jahn Ootthelf SciiCicr, in hit M«mori« P«f ulo- 
f uvi» ad Danubiun, PantitfB Eniiniuii, Paladcm Mcotidem, Caucafavi, 
iyfare Cafpiimi, «( inde magts ad StpUatrioDet Mcokntaoaa, Petrofioii, 
1771^1779, in iwa MMBca, or fix vol«iflie»» in^*. But the fajhion 
hJs not eohanccd the price of thei'e raw natcriali. 

(2) Hit. vol. vtt. p. II. 

(t) Th0oph««ee» p. 9196—199. .Anaftafivt, p. 113. anaphoras, 

£. P. p. xii 13. Theopbancs placet the «ld Bolgada na the hanks of 

• "' ' the 
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bequeathed to his five fons a laft leflfon of, mo- 
deration and concord. It was received as 
youth has ever received the. counfels of age 
and experience: the five princes buried their 
father; divided his fubjeds and cattle ; forgot 
his advice ; feparated from each other ; and 
wandered in quell of fortune, till we find the 
xnoft adventurous in the heart of Italy, under 
the proteclioi of the exarch of Ravenna (4)* 
But the flream of emigration was dire£ted or 
-impelled towards the capital. The modern 
Bulgaria, along the fouthern banlics of the 
Danube, was (lamped with the name an4 
in^ge which it has retained to the prefent 
hour : the new conquerors fucceflively acquired, 
by war or treaty, the Roman provinces of 
Dardania, Theffaly, and the two Epiru§'.(5); 
the ecclefiaftical fupremacy was tranllated froin 
the native city of Juilinian ; and, in their 
^ profperous age, the obfcure town of Lychnidu^, 
or Achrida, was honoured Math the throne of 
a king and a patriarch (6). The unqueflion- 
able evidence of language attefts the defcent 
of th6 Bulgarians from the priginaj Hock of 

the 
[ ..... 

. tbe Atel^ er VQl^a ^ but he deprives hlmfelf of all geographical credit^ 
' by difcKargin^ that river into the Ecxine Sea. 

(4) Pafit. Diacofi. de C}ftis Lan^obard^ I. v. c. 19. p. S8i^ %%t. 
The apparent difference between tbe Lombard , hiil«nan and the above 
mentioned Greeks, is cafily reconciled by'Citnillo Pi-llegrino (de Ducaid 
BeneTefitanoj.difTett. vii. in^he Scriptoret Kerugiltal. torn. ▼. p. tSf^^ 
187.) and BereCii (Cl^orograph. ItaHa mcdii yEvi, p lyj, Sec). Tliii 
Bttlgariin colonr wii planted in a vacant diftci^ of Samniam/aQd l^rn* 

• €4 the Latin, without forgetting: their native, language. 

(5) iThefc provinces of tbe Greek idiom and (empire, are affigned tq 
the Bolgaiian kingdom in the difpute of eccle6anical jurifdiftion be- 
tween the patriarchs «f Home and ConftautiAopIc (Bkronius, AonaU 
Icclef, A. D. 869,N»75. ... 

(6) The ftruatvan and royalty of Lychnidoa, or Achrida^ are clearly 
. cspieflled in Cedrenui (p. 713.). The removal of an archbifbop or 

patriarch from Juftiniaiiea prima, to Lyehnidos, and at length to Tcrno- 
. vOy hat produced. fo«ne perplexity in the ideas or lan^ ua{>e of the Greeks 
(Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. ii. c. t. p. 14, 15. Thomaffin, Difciplinc 
lie TEglife, tom. i. I. i. c. 19.13.)$ ^i^^ a Frenchman (d*Anyih^) is 
mere accurately ikiiled in the geography of their own country (Hill de 
rAcadeiBie del iafcriptioiia. tom* JUKxi.)« 
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the Sclavonian, or more properly Slavonian, 
race (7); and the kindred bands of Servians, 
Bofnians, Rafcians, Croatians, Walachians (8), 
&c. followed either the ftandard or the exam- 
ple of the kading tribe. From ,the Euxine to 
the Adriatic, in the ftate of captives^ or fttb- 
jeflts, or allies, or enemies, of the Greek em- 
pire, they overfpread the land; and the na^ 
tional appellation of the slaves (9) has been 
degraded by chance or malice from the fig- 
nification of glory to that of fervitude(io). 
Among thefe colonies, the Croatians (11), or ^'f*^*** ?«• 
Croats, who now attend the motions of anofDlim^u, 
Auftrian army, are the defcendants of a mighty ^'^- 9oo> 
people, the conquerors and fovercigns of Dal- 
matia. The maritime cities, and of thefe the 
infant republic of Ragufo, implored the aid and 
inftruftions of the Byzantine court : the^ were 
advifed by the magnanimous Bad to referve ^ 

fmall 

^7) Chalcocondylet, a c«mpctent Judge, affirms the identity of the 
language of the DAlmatians, Bofniaot, Servians^ Bulgarians, Polea 
(de Rebus Turcicis, 1. x. p« 2S3.), and elfenvhere of tne Bohemians 
(I. ii. p. 3S )• The fame author has marked the fcparate idiom of the 
#lungariana. 

(S) See the worUs of John Chriftopher de Jordan, de Ortginibuf 
^clavicia, Vindoboivr, i74$t in four parts, or two volumes in folio, 
his coUe£lions and refearchcs 3^,rt ufcful to elucidate the antiquitief of 
Bcibemia and the a^ljacent counCrtea s but bis plan is narrow, bis ftylc , 

barbarous, his critiA^fm (hallow, jtnd his Aulic couofellor is not fitt from 
the prejudices of a 1(ohemian. 

(9) Jdrdan fubl^nbet to the well-known and probaUe derivation from 
Slava, lam, ghria, a word of familiar ufc in the dtlFerenc diale£is 
and parts of fpeech, and which forms the terminatibn of the moft iU 
Joflriour nasnes (de Originihoa Scbvicis, para i. pk 40. para iv. p. lof , 
101. )• 

(10) This convcrfion of a natiotaal into an appellative name, appeart 
to have arifen in the viii*^ century, in the Oriental France, where the ' 
princes and bithops were rich in Sclavonian captives, not of the Bohe- 
mian (exclaims Jordan), but of Serabian race. From thence the word 
was eittended to general ufe, to the modern languages, and even to the llyle 
of the laft Byaantines (fee the Greek and Latin Glufldties of Ducange). 
The confufion of the ISfp^Xoi, or Servians, with the Latin Servi, was 
ftill more fortunate and familiar (Gonftant. Porphyr. de adminiftraodo 
Impevio, c. 3%. p. 99J.: 

{\\) The emperor Conftantine Porphyrogenitos, moft accurate for hia 
own times, moft fabuloiia for {frece4io|( agca^ defcribes the Scla-voniaoa 
jof D&lmstia (c. ft5-f^}6«)« 
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fmall acknowledgment of their fidelity to the 
Roman empire, and to appeafe, by an annual 
tribute, the wrath of thefe irrefiftible Barbari** 
ans. The kingdom of Croatia was fhared by 
eleven Zoupans^ or feudatory lords ; and their 
united forces were numbered at fixty thoufand 
horfe and one hundred thoufand foot., A long 
fea-coaft, indented with capacious harbours^ 
covered with a firing of iflands, and almoft in 
fight of the Italiafi ihores', difpofed both the 
natives and Grangers to the praftice of naviga- 
tion. The boats or brigantines of the Croats 
were conftrufted after the fafliion of the old 
Liburnians: one hundred and eighty veflels 
may excite the idea of a refpedable navy; but 
our feamen will fmile at the allowance of ten, 
or twenty, or forty, men for each of thefe fhips 
of war. They were gradually converted to the 
more honourable fervice of commerce ; yet 
the Sclavonian pirates were flill frequent and 
dangerous ; and it was not before the clofe 
of the tenth century that the freedom and fo- 
vereignty of the Gulf were eflfeftually vindicated 
by the Venetian republic (12). The anceftors 
of thefe Dalmatian kings were equally removed 
from the ufe and abufe of navigation: they 
dwelt in the? White Croatia, in the inland re- 
gions of Silefia and Little Poland, thirty days 
journey, according to the Greek computation, 
from the fea of darknefs. 
Firftking. Thc glory of the Bulgarians (13) was con- 
domof the fixitd. to a uaTrow fcope both of time and place. 



Bur^rianiy 



(tt) See the anonymoos Chronicle of the xi^^^'Ccatary afcribed to John 
Safornnius (p. 94<-~]o».), and that cempofed in the xiv^^ by the Doge 
Andrew Dandolo (Script. Remm Ital. twn. xii. p. 227-^230) ; the two 
oldeft monuments of the hiftory of Vciricp. 

(13) Thc firft kingdom of the Bulgarians may be found ander the 
proper daiea in the Annals of Cedrenot and'Zonaras. The Byzantine 
«iateriaJs are collated by Strittcr (Mcaaoriae Popolorum, torn. ii. paas 
ii. p. 441 — 647.) J and the feriea of their kiogtta difpofed ami fettled hf 
Kucange (Fam. Byzaot. p, 305 — 318.). 
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In the ninth and tenth centuries, they reigned a. a 
to the fouth of the Danube; but the morc^*"^"*^' 
powerful nations that, had followed their emi- 
gration, repelled all return to the north and all 
progrefs to the weft. Yet in the obfcure cata- 
logue of their exploits, they might boaft an 
honour which had hitherto been appropriated 
to the Goths ; that of flaying in battle one of 
the fuccefTors of Auguftus and Conftantine. 
The emperor Nicephorus had loft his £atme in 
th^ Arabian, he loft his life in the Sclavonian, 
war. In his firft operations he advanced with 
boldnefs and fuccefe into the centre of Biilga* 
ria, and burnt the royal courts which was pro- 
bably no more than an edifice and village of 
timber. But, while he fearched the fpoU and 
refufed all offers of treaty, his enemies coUefted 
their fpirics and their forces : the paiTes of 
retreat were infuperably barred ; and the 
trembling Nicephorus was heard to exclaim: 
^^ Alas, alas ! unlefs we could aiTume the wings 
** of birds, we cannot hope to c&ape." Two 
days he waited his fate in the iita£iivity of 
defpair ; but, on the morning of the third, the 
Bulgarians furprifed the camp, and the Roman 
prince, with the great officers of the empire^ 
were ilaughtered in their tents. The body ofA. d. Sn. 
Valens had been faved from infult;^ but the 
head of Nicephorns was expofed on a fpear, 
and his (kuU, enchafed with gold, was often 
replenifhed in the feafts of viftory. The Greeks 
bewailed the diihonour of the throne; but 
they acknowledged the juft punifhment of ava- 
rice and cruelty. This favage cup was deeply 
tin£l;ured with the manners of the Scythian 
wiidemefs ; but they were foftened before the 
end of the fame century by a peaceful inter- 
courfe with the Greeks, the poffeffion of a cul- 
tivated region, and the introdmftion of the 

Chriftiati 
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Chriftian worfliip. The nobles of Bulgaria were 
educated in the fchools and palace of Coii-« 
ftantinople; and Simeon (14), a youth of the 
royal line, was infttufted in the rhetoric of 
Demofthenes and the logic of Ariftotle. He 

A. D, relinquiflied the profefEon of a monk for that 
8St— 917. of a king and warrior ; and in his reign, of 

^ •^*' more than forty years, Bulgaria affumed a rank 
among the civilized powers of the earth. The 
Greeks, whom he repeatedly attacked, derived 
a faint confolation from indulging themfelves in 
the reproaches of perfidy and facrilege. I'hey 
purchafed the aid of the Pagan Turks ; but 
Simeon, in a fecond battle, redeemed the lofs 
of the firft, at a time when it was efteemed a 
viftory to elude the arms of that formidable 
nation. The Servians were overthrown, made 
captive, and difperfed ; and thofe who vifited 
the country before their reftoration could dif- 
cover no more than fifty vagrants, without 
women or children, who extorted a precarious 
fubfiftence from the chace. On claffic ground, 
on the banks of the Achelous, the Greeks were 
defeated ; their horn was broken by the ftrength 
of the Barbaric Hercules (15). He formed 
the fiege of Conftantinople ; and, in a perf(dnal 
conference with the emperor, Simeon irapofed 
the conditions of peace. They met with the 
moft jealous precautions : the royal galley was 
drawn clofe to an artificial and well-fortified 
platform ; and the majefty of the purple was 
emulated by the pomp of the Bulgarian. 

" Are 



(14) Sifneonem femi-Graeiim effeaiebant. to quod a pueritii Byzkntii 
Dcmofthenit rhetortcam et Ariftocelisi fyUofifmos didicerat- Li«tprind» 
1. iti. c. 8- He fays in another place, Simeoiii fortii bellator, Balea- 
ric pexcnii Chriftianua fed vicinia Graectt valde inimtcus (1. i. €•!.}• 

( J 5 ) —.— Rigid um feri dextera cornu 

Dam tenet infregit, truncaqMe a fronte revejlir, 
OvJd (Metamorph* ix. i — loo) hat boldly > painted the combet V the 
riverogod aad the hero j the native end the ftrangcr. 
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" Are you a Chriftian," faid the humble Ro- 
manus ; " it is your duty to abftain from the 
*' blood of your fellow-Chriftians. Has the 
*' thirft of riches feduced you from the blefEngs 
** of peace. Sheath your fword, open your 
** hand, and I will fatiate the utmoft meafure 
'* of your defires/* The reconciliation was 
fealed by a domeftic ialliance ; the freedom of 
trade was granted or reftored ; the firft ho- 
nours of the court were fecured to the friends 
of Bulgaria, above the ambaffadors of ene- 
mies or ftrangers (16); and her princes were a. d. 950, 
dignified with the high and invidious title of**' 
Bajtleusj or emperor. But this friendfhip was 
foon difturbed : after the death of Simeon the 
nations were again in arms ; his feeble fuccef- 
fors were divided and extinguiflied ; and, in the 
beginning of the eleventh century, the fecond 
Bafil, who was born in the purple, deferved 
the appellation of conqueror of the Bulgarians. 
His avarice was in fome meafure gratified by a 
treafure of four hundred thoufand pounds fterling 
(ten thoufand pound weight of gold), which 
he found in the palace of Lychnidus. His 
cruelty inflifted a cool and cxquifite vengeance 
on fifteen thoufand captives who had been 
guilty of the defence of their country. They 
were deprived of fight, but to one of each 
hundred a fingle eye was left, that he might 
conduft his blind century to the prefence of 
their king. Their king is faid to have expired 
of grief and horror j die nation was awed by 
Vol. X. N this 



(i€) The ambaffador of Otbo^ wat provoked by the Greek excufei, 
cum Chriftophori filiam Petrus Bulgarorom Vafieux conjugem daceret, 
SjmfhotiMt id eft confonantia^ (icripto jurameato nranata fuot ut omnium 
%tnii}im jipofiol'u id eft nunciit penes not Bolgarorum Apoftoli prvponan- 
tur, honorentur, diliganUr (Liatprand in Legatione, p. 482.)« See the 
Caeremoniale of Conft amine Porphyrogenitus, torn. i. p. %%, torn. ii. 
p. 419* 430* 434> 435- 443» 444- 44^i 447- with the annotatiOng of 
Reiikc. 
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this terrible example ; the Bulgarians were 
fwcpt away from their fettlements, and cir- 
eumferibed within a narrow province ; the 
furviving chiefs bequeathed to their children 
the advice of patience and the duty of re- 
venge, 
imigrttion 11^ When the black fwarm of Hungarians^ 
Turks or firft hung over Europe ^ about nine hundred 
Hongari- years after the Chriftian aera, they were mit 
A.i)r8S4r taken by fear and fuperftition for the Gog and 
Magog oi the fcriptures, the figns and fore- 
runners of the end of the world (17). Since 
the introduftfon of letters, they have explored 
their own antiquities with a (trong and laudable 
impulfe of patriotic curiofity (iS). Their ra- 
tional criticifm can no longer be amufed with a 
vain pedigree of Attila and the Huns j# but they 
complain that their primitive records have pe- 
riflied in the Tartar war ; that the truth or fiftion 
of their ruftic fongs is long fince forgotten ; 
and that the fragments of a rude chronicle (19) 
muft be painfully reconciled with the cotempo- 
rary though foreign intelligence of the Imperial 

geographer,. 

(17] A hii&op oT Wurtzborgb fu^mttted th» of^inKm to a rercrend 
abhot \ but bt more gravely decided, that Gog «nd Magog were the Tpi- 
ritual perfeputofs of the church ; iince Gog figoifies the roof, the pride 
•f tbe.Herefiarcbt, and Magog what comes^from the roof, the propaga* 
tign of their fedts. Vet tbcfe men ooce commanded the refye£t of man* 
kind (Fleury, Hift. E'ctflef. torn. si. p« 594) &c.), 

(iS) The two national authors, from whom I have derived the moft 
afl'iHap.ce^ are Georg.^ Pray (Differtationes ad Aonales veterum Hunga- 
forum, &c. Vindabonie, ifj^y in folio), and Stephen Katoaa (Hift. 
Cririca Dopiim.et Regum Hungaris ftirpis Arpadtaiue, Paeftini, i778-«> 
1781* 5 ro]8. in o£tavo). The firft embraces a large and often conjectu- 
ral fpiicc: : the latter^ by his learning^ judi^mebr, and pcrfpicuity, delevvea 
the name of a critical hiftorian* 

(19) The author of this Chronicle is ft>]ed the notary of king Bela. 
K^tofla \\% affigned him to the zii*^ century, and defeodt his charaAev 
againft the hypercriticifm of Pray. This rode annaltft muft have tmn- 
fcrih d fome hiftorical records, fince he could affirm with dignity, re* 
jedtis falfta fabulis rufticorum, et garrulo cantu joculatorum. In the 
xvi^ century, thtfe fables were colleAed by Thurotcius, and cmbcUiflied 
by the Italian Bonfiniujs. See the Preliminary Difcourfe ta the H&A* 
( Ciitica Ducum, p. 7— -33* 
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geographer (20). Magiar is the national and 
oriental denomination of the Hungarians ; but, 
among the tribes of Scythia, they are diftin-i 
guiflied by the Greeks under the proper and pe- 
culiar name of Turksj as the defcendants of 
that mighty people who had conquered and 
reigned from China to the Volga. The Pan- 
nonian colony preferved a correfpondence of 
trade and amity with the eaftern Turks on the 
confines of Perfia ; and after a feparation of 
three hundred and fifty years, the miffionaries 
of the king of Hungary difcovered and vifited 
their ancient country near the banks of the 
Volga. They were hofpitably entertained by a 
people of Pagans and Savages who flill bore 
the name of Hungarians ; converfed in their 
native tongue, recollefted a tradition of their 
long-loft brethren, and liftened with amazement 
to the marvellous tale of their new kingdom 
and religion. The zeal of convcrfion was ani- 
itiated by the intereft of confanguinity ; and' 
one of the greateft of their princes had formed 
the generous, though fruitlefs defign, of re- 
plenifliing the folitude of Pannonia by this do- 
iheftic colony from the heart of Tartary (21). 
From this primitive country, they were driven 
to the weft by the tide of war and emigration,^ 
by the weight of the more diftant tribes, who' 
at the lame time were fugitives and conquerors, 
Reafon or fortune direfted their cburfe towards 
the frontiers of the Roman empire ; they halt- 
ed in the ufual ftations along the banks of the 

N a great • 

(ao) See Conftantine de Adminiftrando Imperlo, c. 3,4. 13. 38 — ^42. 
Katooa has nicel) fixed the compofition of this work to the years 949, 
950*95'* (P* 4 — t)* The critical hiftorlan (p. 34 — 107.) endeavours 
to prove the exiftence, and to relate the actions, of a firft duke AUttus, 
ikt father of Arpad» who is tacitly rejcAed by Confta&tine. 

(»i) Pray (Diflert. p. 37 — 39, Ice.) produces and illuftrates the 
original paifagcs of the Hungarian o^ilionaries, Bonfinius and /Eneat 
Sylvius. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



liQ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

great rivers ; and in the territories of Mofcowr, 
Kipw, and Moldavia, fome veftiges have been 
difcovered of their temporary refidence. In 
'this long and various peregrination, they could 
not always efcape the dominion of the ftrong- 
cr ; and the purity of their blood was improved 
or fullied by the mixture of a foreign race: 
from a motive of compulfion or choice, feveral 
tribes of the Chazars were affociated to the 
ftandard of their ancient vaffals; introduced 
the ufe of a fccond language ; and obtained by 
their fuperior renown the moft honourable 
place in the front of battle. The military force, 
of the Turks and their allies marched in feven 
equal and artificial divifions ; each divifion 
was formed of thirty thoufand eight hundred 
and fifty.feven warriors, and the proportion of 
women, children, and fervants, fuppofes and 
requires at leaft a million of emigrants. Their 
public counfels were directed by feven vayvods 
or hereditary chiefs, but the experience of dif- 
cprd and weaknefs recommended the more 
fimple and vigorous adminiftration of a fingle 
perlon. The fceptre which had been declined 
by the modeft Lebedias, was granted to the 
birth or merit of Almus and his fon Arpad, 
and the authority of the fupreme khan of the 
Chazars confirmed the engagement of the 
prince and people : of the people to obey his 
commands, of the prince to confult their hap- 
pinefs and glory. 
Their Pen- With this narrative we might be reafonably 
nicongiB. content, if the penetration of modern learning 
had not opened a new and larger profpeft of 
the antiquities of nations. The Hungarian 
language flands alone, and as it were infulated, 
among the Sclavonian dialefts ; but it bears a 
clofe and clear affinity to the idioms of the 

Fennic 
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Fennic race (22), of an obfolete and favage 
race, which formerly occupied the northern 
regions of Alia and Europe. The . genuine 
appellation of Ugri or Igours is found on the 
weftern confines of China (23); their migra- 
tion to the banks of thd Irtifh is attefted by 
Tartar evidence (24); a fimilar name and 
language are detected in the foathern parts 
of Siberia (25); and the remains of the Fen- 
Bic tribes ar-e widely, though thinly, fcattered 
from die fources of the Oby to the fhores of 
Lapland (26). The confanguinity of the Hun- 
garians and Laplanders would difplay the 
powerful energy of climate on the children of 
a common parent ; the lively contraft between 
the bold adventurers, who are intoxicated with 
the wines of the Danube, and the wretched 
fagitives who ane immerfed beneath the fnow$ 
of the polar circle. Arras and freedom have 
ever been the ruling, though too often the 
unfuccefsful, paffion of the Hungarians, who 
ar£ endowed by nature with a vigorous con- 

ftitution 

{t%) Fifcher, in tl>e QacftiAnes Pctrepolitaos, de Orlgine Uogro- - 
rum, and Pray, Diflcrtat. i, ii, iii. Sec, have drawn up feveral compa* 
jatiye tablet of the Hungarian with the Fennic diale^^s. The affinity 
ia indeed ftriking,but the lifts are ihort, the words are parpofely chofen; 
and I read in the learned Ba/er (Comment. Acadero. Petropol. torn. x. 
p. 374)f that although the Hungarian has adopted many Fennic word« 
•(lAnumeras voces), it «flentially differs toto eenio et natura. 
^ (23) In the regivo of Turfan, which is clearly and minutely defcrib* 
ed by the Chiaefe geo|;raphere (Gaubil, Hift. du Grand GeBgifcan, p. 13, 
de Guign««, Hift. des Huns, tonu ii. p. 31, 4cc.). 

{14) Hift. Genealogi^jic des Tartars, par Abulghaci Bahadur KhaO| 
partie ii. p. 90— 98^ 

(zs) In their journey to Pekio, both IA>rand Ives (Harrises CoIlec« 
tion of Voyages and Travels^ vol. ii. 1^920, 921.) and Bell' (Travels^ 
▼•1. i. p. 174*) found the Vogulitz in the neighbourhood of Tobol/ky. 
By the tortures of the etymological art, Ugur and Fogul art reduced to 
the fame names the circumj aceat rooujitains realty bear th« appellation 
of Ugrian \ and of ail the F«noic diale£ls, the Vogulian is neareft to 
the Hungarian (Fifcher^ Di0(ertat, i, p. ftO'-«30. Pray, Diflisrtat. ii. 
p. 31 — 34.). ' 

(26) The eight tribes of the Fennic race, are defcribed in the curious 
wrprk of M. Leveque (Hift. des Peuples foumis » U DomiAatioo dc J« 
Hji^e, t«m. up. 3^1 — 561.). 
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ftitution of foul and body (27). Extreme cold 
has diminiflied the ftature and congealed the 
faculties of the Laplanders j and the Ardic 
tribes, alone among the fons of men, are igno- 
rant of war, and unconfcious of human blood: 
an happy ignorance, *if reafon and tirtue were 
the guardians of their peace (-a 8)! 
Taaics and It is thc obfervatipn of the Imperial author 
ThTnl'nli^^ the Taaics (29), that all the Scythian hords 
rians and rcfcmbled cach other in their paftoral and mi- 

TttX'^^^^^ life' *^^ *^y ^i^ praaifed the fame 
&c. ' means of fubfiftence, and employed the fame 
inftruments of deftrudlion. But he adds, that 
the two natipns of Bulgarians and Hungarians 
were fuperior to their brethren, and fimilar to 
each other, in the improvements, however rude, 
of their difcipline and government ; their yifi- 
ble likenefs determines Leo to confound his 
friends and enemies in one common defcrip- 
(iion; and the pifture may be heightened by 
fome ftrokes from their contemporaries of the 
tenth century. Except the merit and fame of 
ynilitary prowefs, all that is valued by mankind 
appeared vile and contemptible to thefe Bar- 
barians, whofe native fiercenefs was ftimulated 
by the confcioufnefs of numbers and freedom. 

: The 

(27) This pi^^ure of the Bulfarians and Hungarians is chiefljr drawq 
from the Tadlics of Leo, p. 796— -8oi. and the [^tin Annals which are 
alleged by Baronios, Pagi, and Muratori, A. D. 8S9, &c. 

(z%) BufFon, Hift. Natorelle, torn, v, p. 6. in iz**. QoftaTai 
Adolphus attempted, without fuccefs, to form a regiment of Laplanders. 
Crotius fays of thefe Ar&ic tribes, arma arcus ec pharetra fed ad^erfu* 
feriis (Annal. 1. iv. p. 136.). and atlempts, after the manner of Taci* 
tus, to varniih with philofophy their b'otal ignorance. 

(29) Leo has obferved, that the government of the Turks was 
monarchical, and that their puniflimenti were rigorous (Ta^ic. p. 896. 
uirtmig XM j9apiia;)t Rb^mo (in Chron. A. D. SS9) mentions thef^ 
as a capital crime, and bit jurifprudence is confirmed by the original 
code of St. Stephen (A. D. 1016). If a flave were guilty, he was 
chaftifed, for the firft time, with the lofs of his nofc, or a fine of five 
heifers ; for the fecond, with the lofs of his ears, or a fimihr fine ; for 
the third, with death ; which the freeman did not incur till the fourrl^ 
JDffence, as his firft penalty was the lofs of liberty (Katooa, Hift. Re-^ 
cum. Hungar, torn. Lp. 231. 231.). - . . • 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF THE ROMAN EMPHRE, rfj 

The tents of the Hungarians were of leather, 
their garments of fur ; they fhaved their hair 
and fcarified their faces : in fpeech they were 
flow, in adUon pr©nq)t, in treaty perfidious:; 
And they (hared the common reproach of Bar- 
bariansy too ignorant to conceire the import* 
ance of truth, too proud to deny or palliate 
the breach of their moft folemn engagements. 
Their fimpHcily has been praifed ; yet they ab- 
ftained only worn the luxury they had never 
faiown ; whatever they faw they coveted ; their 
^efires were infatiate, and their fole induftry 
^as the hand of violence or rapine. By the 
definition of a paftoral nation, I have recalled 
a long defcription of the oeconomy, the war- 
fare, and the government that prevail in that 
ftage of fociety ; I may add, that to fifliing as 
Wll as to the chac^, the Hungarians were in- 
debted for a part of their fubfiftence, and fince 
ihev feldom cultivated the ground, they muft, at 
lea(t in their new fetticments, have fometimes 
praAifed a flight and unikilful huibandry. In 
their emigrations, perhaps in their expeditions, 
the hoft was accompanied by thoufands of 
iheep and oxen, who encreafed the cloud of 
formidable duft, and afforded a conftant and 
wholefome fupply of milk and animal food, A 
plentiful command of forage was the firft care 
jof the general, and if the flocks and herds were 
fecure of their paftures, the hardy warrior was 
alike infenfible of danger and fatigue. The con- 
fufion of men and cattle that overfpread the coun- . 
try expofcd their camp to a no£kurnal furprife, 
tad not a ftiH wider circuit been occupied by 
their light cavalry, perpetually in motion to dif- 
cover and delay the approach of the enemy. 
After fome experience of the Roman tadics, 
they adopted the ufe of the fword and fpear, 
the helmet of the foldier, and the iron breaft. 

plate . 1 
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plate of his ftced : but their native and deadly 
weapon was the Tartar bow : from the earlieft 
infancy, their children and fervants were ex- 
ercifed in the double fcience of archery and 
horfemanfliip ; their arm was ftrong ; their 
aim was fure ; and in the moft rapid career, 
they were taught to throw themfelves back- 
wards, and fhoot a volley of arrows into the 
air. In open combat, in fecret ambufh, ia 
flight, or purfuit, they were equally formida- 
ble : an appearance of order was maintained 
in the foremoft ranks, but their charge was 
driven forwards by the impatient preffure of 
fucceeding crowds. They purfued, headlong 
and rafli, with loofened reins and horrific out- 
cries ; but if they fled, with real or diflcmbled 
fear, the ardour of a purfuing foe was check- 
ed and'chafliifed by the fame habits of irregular 
fpeed and fudden evolution. In the abufe of 
viftory, they afloniftied Europe, yet fmarting 
from the wounds of the Saracen and the Dane : 
mercy they rarely aflted, and more rarely be- 
llowed ; both fexes were accufed as equally in- 
acceflible to pity, and their appetite for raw fle(h 
might countenance the popular tale, that they 
drank the blood and feafted on the hearts of 
the flain. Yet the Hungarians were not devoid 
of thofe principles of juftice and humanity, 
which nature has implanted in every bofom. 
The licence of public and private injuries was 
reflrained by laws and punifliments ; and in 
the fecurity of an open jcamp, theft is the 
mod tempting and moft dangerous ofFenc^. 
Among the Barbarians, there were many, 
whofe fpontaneous virtue fupplied their laws and 
correfted their manners, who performed the 
duties, ^ and fympathifed with the aflfedions, of 
focial life. 

After 
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After a long pilgrimage of flight or viSory, EftibiiA- 
the Turkilh hords approached the common H-?J*J|JJ*^^^ 
ihits of the French and Byzantine empires, the Hongs- 
Their firft conquefts and final fettlements ex-^'^'^g 
tended on either fide of the Danube above Vi- * 
enna, below Belgrade, and beyond the meafure 
of the Roman province of Pannonia, or the 
modern kingdom of Hungary (30). That am- 
ple and fertile land was loofely occupied by the 
Moravians, a Sclavonian name and tribe, which 
were divided by the invaders into the compafs 
of a narrow province. Charlemagne had 
ftretched a vagu^e and nominal empire as far as 
the edge of Tranfylvania ; but, after the fai- 
lure of his legitimate line, the dukes of Mo- 
ravia forgot their obedience and tribute to 
the monarchs of Oriental France* The baf- 
tard Arnulph was provoked to invite the 
arms of the Turks ; they rufhed through the 
rjeal or figurative wall, which his indifcretion 
had thrown open ; and the king of Germany 
has been juftly reproached as a traitor to the 
civil and ecclefiaftical fociety of the Chriftians; 
During the life of Arnulph, the Hungarians a. d.9o», 
were checked by gratitude or fear; but in*c. 
the infancy of his fon Lewis they difcovered 
and invaded Bavaria ; and fuch was their Scy- 
thian fpeed, that in a fingle day a circuit of 
fifty miles was ftript and confumed. In the 
battle of Aug{burgh the Chriftians maintained 
their advantage till the feventh hour of the 
day : they were deceived and vanquifhed by 
the flying ftratagems of the Turkifli cavalry. 
The conflagration fpread over the provinces 
pf Bavaria, Swabia, and Franconia ; and the 

Hungarians 

f 3«) Sec KatoMi Hift. Dootm Hasgtf. p. 3Si«-35«» 
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Hungarians ^31) promoted the reign of anar- 
chy, by forcing the ftouteft barons to difci- 
pline their vaflals and. fortify their caftles. 
The origin of walled towns is afcribed to this 
calamitous period; nor could any diftance be 
fecure againft an enemy, who, almoft at the 
lame inftant, laid in ames the Helvetian mo- 
naftery of St. Gall, and the city of Bremen, 
on the fhores of the northern ocean. Above 
thirty years the Germanic empire or kingdom 
was fubjed to the ignominy of tribute ; and 
refifiance was difarmed by the menace, the 
ferious and efFeftual menace, of dragging the 
women and children into captivity, and of 
flaughtering the males above the age of ten 
years. I have neither power nor inclination 
to follow the Hungarians beyond the Rhine; 
but I muft obfcrve with furprife, that the 
fouthern provinces of France were blafted by 
the tempeft, and that Spain, behind her Py- 
renees, was aftoniihed at the approach of thefe 
^.D. 900. formidable ftrangers (32). The vicinity of 
Italy had tempted their early inroads; but, 
from their camp on the Brenta, they beheld 
with fome terror the apparent ftrcngth and 
populoufnefs of the new-difcovered country. 
They requefted leave to retire ; their requeft 
was proudly, rejeded by the Italian king; and 
the lives ot twenty thoufand Chriftians paid 
the forfeit of his obftinacy~^ and ralhncfs. 
Among the cities of the Weft, the royal Pa- 

yh 

(31) Honis^rtmin feot^ pijiii omnn fere n»tiooet ncpertae firaitiaoi, 
ice U tlve preface of Liutprand (l.i. c. %,), «>bo frequently expatiate! 
00 the calamities of his own times. See 1. i. c. 5. I. it. c. r, ft. 4, $,6» 
7. I. iii. c. I, &€. 1. V. c. 8. 15. in Le^ar. p. 4$^. His colours are 
glaring, but his chronology muft be reflified by Pagi and Muraiori. 
(31) The three bloody reigns of Arpad, Zoltao> and Tozus» are cri. 
< tkally illuArated by Katona (Hift. Ducom, &c. p. i07<»499.). ^i* <}>- 

ligence has icarched; bot^ Dadres and foreigners, y^ to the 4r4ds of 
snifchief or glnry, ] have been abic to iiid the deftruAxoii of Bteaea 
(Adam Bremenfis, t. 43. }• 
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via was confpicuous in fame and fplendour; 
and the pre-eminence of Rome itfelf was on- 
ly derived from the relics of the apoftles* 
The Hungarians appeared ; Pavia was in a d. 914. 
flames ; forty-three churches were confumed ; 
and, after the maflacre of the people, they 
fpared about two hundred wretches, who had 
gathered fome bufliels of gold and filver (a 
vague exaggeration) from the fmoking ruins 
of their country. In thefe annual excurfiong 
from thtf Alps to the neighbourhood of Ronie 
and Capua, the churches, that yet efcaped, 
refounded with a fearful litany : ^' O fave and 
?* deliver us from the arrows of the Hunga* 
f* rians !" But the faints were deaf or inexo- 
table J and the torrent rolled forwards, till it 
was flopped by the extreme land of Cala- 
bria (33). A compofition was offered and ac- 
cepted for the head of each Italian fubjeft ; 
and ten bufliels of filver were poured forth ia 
the Turkifli camp. But falfehood is the na- 
tural antagonift of violence ; and the robbers 
were defrauded both in the numbers of the 
afleflment and the flandard of the metal. On 
the fide of the Eaft the Hungarians were op- 
pofed in doubtful conflict by the equal arms 
pf the Bulgarians, whofe faith forbade an al- 
liance with tlte Pagans, and whofe fituationA.o.jti. 
formed the barrier of the Byzantine empire. 
The barrier was overturned; the emperor of 
Conftantinople beheld the waving banners of 

the 

( 33) Muratori hat coiifidered with patriotic care the Hanger and rf« 
fourcet of Modcna. The citisens befooght St. Geminianuiy their p»* 
tron» to avert, by his interceffion, the rahies, Jiageilum, Sec* * 

Nunc te rogamus licet fcrvi peffimi 
Ab Ungerorum nos dejfeodas jaculif. 
The bifhop ereded walls for the public defence, not contra dominoa fe- 
renos (Antiquitat. Ital. med. i£vi, torn. i. diflertatt i. p. ai, %%»), and- 
the fong of the nightly watch is not without elegance or ufeftom. iii. 
diC xl. p. 709.)* The Italian aonalift has accurately traced the feriea 
of their inroads (Annalid'Italiay torn. vii. p. 36^. 367, 393* 401. 437* 
440. torn. viii. p. 19. 41 $^, kc* 
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the Turks ; and one of their boldefl warriors 
y prefumed to ftrike a battle-axe into the golden 

gate. The arts and treafures of the Greeks di- 
verted the affault ; but the Hungarians might 
boail in their retreat, that they had impofed a 
tribute on the fpii^it of Bulgaria and the majefty 
of the Cacfars (34)* The remote and rapid ope- 
rations of the fame campaign, appear to mag- 
nify the power and numbers of the Turks ; but 
their courage is moft deferving of praife, fincc 
a» light troop of three or four hundred horfe 
would often attempt and execute the moft dar- 
ing inroads to the gates of Thefialonica and Con^ 
ftantinople. At this difaftrous sera of the ninth 
and tenth centuries, Europe was afflided by a 
triple fcourge from, the North, the Eaft, and the 
South: the Norman, the Hungarian, and the 
Saracen, fometimes trod the fame ground of de^^ 
folation ; and thefe favage foes might have been 
compared by Homer to the two lions growling 
over the carcafe of a mangled ftag(35). 
viaory of Thc dcliverauce of Germany and Chriftendom 
Fowler^*"* was atcWeved by the Saxon princes, Henry the 
A.D.934. Fowler and Otho the Great, who, in two me- 
morable battles, for ever broke the power of 
the -Hungarians (36). The valiant Henry was 

Toufed 

(34) Both the Hungarian and Ruflian innali fuppofcf thttthoy. he- 
fieged, or attacked, or intuited Conftaotinople (Pray, difTertat. z. p. 239* 
KatoD*} Hift. DucuQi, p. 354 — 360*); and the i%&. is ^t/imy? confeded by 
the fiyzamine hiftttrians (Leo Grammaticut, p. 506. Cedrenus, torn. ii. 
p. 629.) : yct» however glorious to the nation, it is denied or doubted bj 
the critical hifloriany and even by the notary of Beta. Their fcepticifm 
is meritorious ; they could not fafely trarifcribe or believe the rufticorura 
fabulas ; but Katona might have given due attention to the evidel^ce of 
Uutprand, Bolgarorum gentem atque GracQrum tributariam fecerant 
(Hift.l.ii. c. 4. p. 435.). 
•(35) ■ XswO ft»c ^npn^irnif 

Af«^« mviMm f4.ty» <ppov8«rrs fxaxio-^n* 
(36) They are amply and critically dircuflcd by Katona (Hift. Doaim» 
•• 360— •36S. 427 — ^470.)- Liutpraod (1. ii, c. 8. 9.) is the heft evidence 
for the former, and Witichind (Annal. Stxon. 1. iii.) of the latter : bnc 
the critical biftoriao will not even overlook the horn of a warrior, which 
ii 6id U be prefervcd fX Jas-beria, 
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roufed from a bed of ficknefs by the invafion of 
his country : but his mind was vigorous and 
his prudence fuccefsful. ** My companions," 
faid he on the morning of the combat, *' main-^ 
*^ tain your ranks, receive on your bucklers 
** the firft arrows of the Pagans, and prevent 
** their fecond difcharge by the equal and rapid 
^^ career of your lances/* They obeyed and 
conquered : and the hiftorical pidlure of the 
caftle of Merfeburgh, expreffed the features, or 
at l6aft the charadter, of Henry, who^ in an 
age of ignorance, entrufted to the finer arts the 
perpetuity of his name (37). At the end of 
twenty years, the children of the Turks who had 
fallen by his fword invaded the empire of his 
fon ; and their force is defined, in the loweft q,^^^ '^ 
cftimate, at one hundred thoufand horfq. They a. 0.955. 
were invited by domeftic faftion ; the gates of 
Germany were treacheroufly unlocked, and 
they fpread far beyond the Rhine and the 
Meufe, into the heart of Flanders. But the 
vigour and prudence of Otho difpelled the con- 
fpiracy ; the princes were made fenfible, that 
unlefs they were true to each other, their reli- . 
gion and country were irrecoverably loft ; and 
the national powers were reviewed in the plains 
of Augfburgh. They marched and fought in 
eight legions, according to the divifion of pro- 
vinces and tribes ; the firft, fecond, and third, 
were compofed of Bavarians ; the fourth of 
Franconians j the fifth of Saxons, under the 

immediate . 

(37) Hunc Tero triampham tarn laude quam memorta dignum, ad 
Merelburgun tcx in fupenori canaculo domus per ^eoy^i»Vf id eft, pic- 
Curam notari, prarcepit, adeo ut rem veram potiut quam verifimilem vi- 
deai: an high eacomiom (Liutprand, 1. ii. c 9.). Another palace in 
Oermanx had been painted with holy AibjeAs, by the order of Charle- 
magne $ and Maratori may juftly affirm, noUa fsecola fuSre in quibur 
pl^lores defideratt fuerint (Anti^aitat. Ital. medii i!Bvi, torn. ii. diifert. 
acriv. p. 360, 361 .)• Our domeftic claims to antiquity of ignorance an4 
original iflnperfedion (Mr. Walpole** lively words) are of a mach mort 
recent date (Anecdotes of Painting, vol. i. p. z, &c.}. 
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idimediate command of the monarch ; the fixtfi 
and feventh confifted of Swabians; and the 
eighth legion, of a thoufand Bohemians, clofed 
the rear of the hoft. The refources of difci- 
pline and valour were fortified by the arts of 
fuperftition, which, on this occafion, may de- 
ferve the epithets of generous and falutary. 
The foldiers were purified with a fuft ; the camp 
was blefled with the relics of faints and martyrs; 
and the Chriftian hero girded on his fide the 
fword of Conftantine, grafped the invincible 
fpear of Charlemagne, and waved the banner 
of St. Maurice, the prasfeQ: of the Thebsean le- 
gion. But his firmeft confidence was placed 
in the Holy lance (38), whofe point was fafhioii- 
edofthe nails of the crofs, and which his fa- 
ther had extprted from the king of Burgundy, 
by the threats of war and the gift of a pro- 
vince. The Hungarians were expected in the 
front ; they fecretly paffed the Lech, a river of 
Bavaria that falls into the Danube; turned the 
rear of the Chriftian army ; plundered the 
baggage, and difordered the legions of Bohe- 
mia and Swabia. The battle was reftored by 
the Franconians, whofe duke, the valiant Con- 
rad, was pierced with an arrow as he refted from 
his fatigues : the Saxons fought under the 
eyes of their king ; and his viftory furpaff- 
ed, iti merit and importance, the triumphs of 
the laft two hundred years. The lofs of the 
Hungarians was ftiU greater in the flight 
than in the aftion ; they were eQcompaffed 
by the rivers of Bavaria ; and their paft cruelties 
excluded them from the Jiope of mercy. Three 
captive princes were hanged at Ratifbon, the 

multitude 

(3S) See Baroniut, Annal. Ecclef. A. D, 929, No. a«*5' The 
lance of ChrHf i« taken from the beft evidence, Liutprand (I. iv. c. tz.\ . 
Si^eberty and the »(\t of St. Gerard : but the other military relief depend 
00 ^he faith of the Oeftt AngTorum port Bedam, 1. ii. c, 8. 

(39) Katuna, Hift, Docum Hangariar^ p. ^cOi &c. 
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multitude of prifoners was flain or mutilated, 
and the fugitives, who prefumed to appear 
in the lace of their country, were condemn- 
ed to everlafting poverty and difgrace (39). 
Yet the fpirit of the nation was humbled, 
and the moft acceflible paffes of Hungary 
were fortified with a ditch and rampart. Ad- 
verfity fuggefted the counfels of moderation 
and peace : the robbers of the Weft acquiefced 
in a fedentary life ; and the next generation was 
taught by a difcerning prince, that far more 
might be gained by multiplying and exchang- 
ing the produce of a fruitful foil. The na- 
tive race, the Turkifli or Fennic blood, was 
mingled with new colonies of Scythian or 
Sclavonian origin (40) ; many thoufands of 
robuft and induftrious captives had been im- 
ported from all the countries of Europe (41) ; 
and after the marriage of Geifa with a Ba- 
varian princefs, he beftowed honours and ef- 
jtates on the nobles of Germany (42J. The 

fon^ 



(40) Among thefe colonics we may diftingutA, i . The Chazars, or 
Caban, who joined the Hungarians on their march (Conftant. de admin. 
Imp. c. 39*40. p. 108, IC9.). 1. The Jatjges, Moravians, and Sico- 
li, whom they found in the land ; the laft ^tttptrbapi a remnant of the 
Hans of Attila, and were entrufled with the guard of the borders. 3. 
The Rofliansy who, like the Swifs in France, imparted a general name 
to the royal porters. 4. 'I'he Bulgarians, whofe chiefs (A. D. 956) 
were invited, cum magnS mukitudine Hifmabelitarum* Had any of thefe 
Sclavonians embraced the Mahometan religion ? 5. The Bifleni and 
Cumans, a mixed multitude of Patzinacites, Uzi, Chazars, 9cc. who had * 
fpread to the lower Danube. The laft colony of 40,000 Cumans, A. D* 
ti39, was received and converted by the kings of Hungary, who de- 
rived from that tribe a new regal appellation (Pray. Diflert. vi, vii. p. 
109 — 173. Katona, Hift. Ducum, p. 95— 99. 159—264. 476.479— 
4?3, &c.). 

(41) Chriftiani autem, qtorum pars major populi eft, qui ex omni 
patce mu»di illuc tra£li funt captivi, &c. Such was the language of Pili- 
grinus, the firft mifiionary who entered Hungary, A.D. 973. Para ma- 
jor is ftroDg. Hift. Ducum, p. 517. 

(4a) The fideles Teutonic! of Geifla are authenticated in old charters ; 
and Ratona, with h\ ufual indoftry, has made a fair eftimate of tliefe 
colonies, which had been fo loofely magnified by the Italiaa Ranzanus 
(Hift. Critic. Ottcumy p. 667—681'}. 
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fon of Geifa was invefted with the regal ti- 
tle, and the houfe of Arpad reigned three 
hundred years in the kingdom of Hungary. 
But the frecborn Barbarians were not daz- 
zled by the luftre of the diadem, and the 
people afferted their indefeafible right of chaf- 
ing, depofing, and punifliing the hereditary 
fervant of the ftate. 
origmof in. The name of Russians (43) was firft 
the Ruffian divulgcd, in the ninth century, by an embaf- 
«onarchy. ^^ ^^^ Theophilus, empcror of the Eaft, to 
the emperor of the Weft, Lewis, the fon of . 
Charlemagne. The Greeks were accompani- 
ed by the envoys of the great duke, or cha- 
. ' gan, or czar^ of the Ruffians. In their jour- 
^^'^^' ney to Conftantinople, they had traverfed ma- 
ny hoftile nations ; and they hoped to efcape 
the dangers of their return by requefting the 
French monarch to tranfport them by fea to 
their native country. A clpfer examination 
detefted their origin : they were .the brethren, 
of the Swedes and Normans, whofe name was 
already odious and formidable in France ; 
and it might juftly be apprehended that thefe 
Ruffian ftrangers were not the meflengers of 
peace, but the emiffaries of war. They were 
detained, while the Greeks were difmiffed ; 
and Lewis expcfted a more fatisfaftory ac- 
count, that he might obey the laws of hof- 
pitality or prudence, according to the inte- 

. reft 



(43) Among the Greeks, this national appellation has afingular fonn, 
fmq, as an undeclinable word, of which many fanciful etymologies have 
been fiiggefted. I have penifcd, with plcafurc and profit, a diflertatioa 
it Origine Rofforum (Comment. Academ. Pctropolitanae, torn* viii. p. 
-88,^^6.), ty Theophilus Sigefrid Bayer, a learned German, who 
ipent his life and labours in the fervice of Ruflia, A geographical traft 
ofd^Anvillfl, de TEmptre de Ruflie, fon Origioe, et Ces Accroifiemeoi 
(Patis^ 177a, in 1%^"), haslikcwifc been of ufe. 
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reft of both empires (44). This Scandinavian 
origin of the people, or at leaft the princes, of 
Ruflia, may be contirmed and illuftrated by the 
national annals (45) and the general hiflory of 
the North, The Normans, who had fo long 
been concealed by a veil of impenetrable dark- 
nefs, fuddenly barft forth in the fpirit of naval 
and military enterprife. The vaft, and, as it is 
faid, the populous, regions of Denmark, Swe- 
den, and Norway, were crowded with indepen- 
dent chieftains and defperate adventurers, who 
(ighed in the lazinefs of peace, and fmiled in 
the agonies of death. Piracy was the exercife, 
the trade, the glory, and the virtue, of the 
Scandinavian youth. Impatient of a bleak cli- 
mate and narrow limits, they flarted from the 
banquet, grafped their arms, founded their horn> 
afcended their veiTels, and explored every coaft 
that promifed either fpoil or fettlement. The 
Baltic was the firft fcene of their naval atchieve- 
ments ; they vifitcd the eaftern flidres, the filent 
refidence of Fennic and Sclayonian tribes, and 
the primitive Ruffians of the lake Ladoga paid 
a tribute, the (kins of white fquirrels, to thefe ftran- 
gers, whom they faluted with the title of Varangi^ 
arts (46) or Corfairs. Their fuperiority in arms,* 
difcipline, and renown, commanded the fear and 
reverence of the natives. In their wars againft 
the more inland favages, the Varangians con- 
VoL. X. O defcended 

(44) See the entire paffage (dignum, fays Bayer, ut aureis io tabulis 
figattir) in the Annales Derttoiani Francorum (in Script. Jtal. Mvratori, 
torn. ii. part i. p. 5*5. )> A. D. 839, twenty-two yean before the iEra 
of Ruric. Io the x*** century, Liutprand (Hift. I. v. c. 6.) fpeaks of 
the Rnflians an^ Normans as the fame AqUilonares homines of a red 
complexion. 

(45) My knowledge of thefe annals is drawn from M. Lereque, Hif- 
toire de Ruflie. Ncftor, the firft and beft of thefe ancient annalifts^ wai 

.? monk of Kiow, who died in the beginning of the xii'»» century 5 but 
his Chronicle was obfcure, till it was published at Peter&urgb, 1767, ia 
4»«. Lc«que, Hift. de Ruffle, torn. i. p. xvi. Coxe's Travels, yoI. Ii. 
p* 184. 

(46) Thcophil. Sig. Bayer de Varagis (for the Dame is diffcrentlj 
fpclt), in Comment. Acadcm. Pclropolitanx, torn. i?. p. ays— 31 1« 
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deicended to ferve as friends and auxiliaries^ 
and gradually, by choice or conqueft, obtained 
the dominion of a people whom they were qua- 
lified to proteft. Their tyranny was expelled, 
their valour was again recalled, till at length, 
Ruric, a Scandinavian chief, became the father 
of a dynafty which reigned above feven hundred 
years. His brothers extended his influence : the 
example of fervice and ufurpation was imitated 
by his companions in the fouthern provinces of 
RulTia ; and their eftablifliments, by the ufual 
methods of war and aflaffination, were cemented 
into the fabric of a powerful monarchy. 
TteVarin. As long as the defcendants of Ruric were 
Knftami- confidcred as aliens and conquerors, they ruled 
aopie. by the fword of the Varangians, diftributed 
eftates and fubjefls to their faithJFul captains, 
and fupplied their numbers with frefli ftreams 
of adventurers from the Baltic coaft (47). But 
when the Scandinavian chiefs had ftruck a deep 
and permanent root into the foil, they mingled 
with the Ruflians in blood, religion, and lan- 
guage, and the firft Waladamir had the merit of 
delivering his country from thefe foreign merce- 
naries. They had feated him on the throne ; 
his riches were infufficient to fatisfy their de- 
mands ; but they liftened to his pleafing advice, 
that they fhould feek, not a mpTG grateful, but 
a more wealthy matter ; that thty (hould embark 
for Greece, where, inftead of/the fkins of fquir- 
rels, filk and gold would Ire the recompence 
of their fervice- At the fame time the Ruffian 
prince admonifhed his Byzantine ally to diiT- 
perfe and employ, to recompenfe and reftrain, 

thefe 



(47) Yet, u late as the year ioi8> Kiow and RuAia were ft'll guarded, 
ex fugitivorum fervorum robore, conAuencium et tnaxime Daoorum. 
Bayer, who quotes (p. 2C2.) the Chronicle of Dith mar of Merfc burgh, 
obierves^ that it wai uoHfual for t^e Cerma&s to cnliA in a foreign frr- 
vice« 
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thefe impetuous children of the North. Con- 
temporary writers have recorded the introduc- 
tion, name, and charaflier, of the Varangians: 
each day they rofe in confidence and efteem; 
the whole body was affembled at Conftantinople 
to perform the duty of guards; and their ftrength 
was recruited by a numerous band of their 
countrymen from the ifland of Thule. On this 
occafion the vague appellation of Thule is applied 
to England ; and the new Varangians were a co- 
lony of Englifli and Danes who fled from the 
yoke of the Norman coiiqueror. The habits of 
pilgrimage and piracy had approximated the 
countries of the earth ; thefe exiles were enter- 
tained in the Byzantine court ; and they pre- 
ftrved, till the laft age of the empire, the inhe- 
ritance of fpotlefs loyalty, and the ufe of the 
Daniih or Englifli tongue. With their broad 
and double-edged battle-axes on their (houlders, 
they attended the Greek emperor to the temple, 
the fenate, and the hippodrome ; he flept and 
feafted under their trufty guard ; and the keys 
of the palace, the treafury, and the capital, 
were held by the firm and faithful hands of the 
Varangians (48). 

In the tenth century, the geography of Scy- Ccogwphjr 
thia' was extended far beyond the limits of an-Ruffu, 
cient -knowledge ; and the monarchy of the Ruf- a- ^* 9S«» 
fians obtains a vaft and confpicitous place in the 
map of Conftantine (49). The fons of Ruric 
O 2 were 

(4!) Dacange hai collc£led frdm the original autfaori the ftate and 
biftory of .the Varaofi at Conftantinople (Gloflar. Med. et infiime Grae- 
citads, fub voce Bopa^oi. Med. et Infimx Latinitacis, fab voce Vagri, 
Not. ad AUxiad, Aonse Comneosp, p. 156, 157, 2^8. Notes fur ViUehar- 
douioy p.a96— '199 ). See likewtfe the Annotatiom of ReiUce to the 
Ccremoniale Aulae Bysant. of Conftantine, torn. ii. p. Z49» 1 50. Sazo 
Grammattcua affirm*, that they fpoke Danifh ; but Codinus maintatna 
them till the fifteenth century in the oie of their native Engliiht noXvxp«-> 

(49) The original record of the geography and trade of Ruffia is pro- 
duced by the emperor Conftaatiae Porphyrogenitus (de Adminiftrat. Im- 
^ii, c. a. p. 55, 56. «. 9. p. 59--6i* c. 13' P» 63—67. c. 37, p. 106. 

c* ^^* 
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were mafters of the fpacious province of Wola- 
domir, or Mofcow; and, if they were confined 
on that fide by the hords of the Eaft, their 
weftern frontier in thofe early days was en- 
larged to the BaUic fea and the country of the 
Pruflians* Their northern reign afcended above 
the fixtieth degree of latitude, over the Hyper- 
borean regions, which fancy had peopled with 
monfters, or clondecl with eternal darknefs. To 
the fouth they followed th^ course of the Bo- 
ryfthenes, and approached with that river the 
neigbbourbood of the Euxine fea. The tribes 
that dwelty'oi" wandered, in this ample circuit 
were obedient to the feme. conqueror, and iii- 
fenfibly blended into the fame nation. The 
language of Ruflia is a dialeft of the Scla» 
vonian ; but, in the tenth, century, thefe two 
modesr of, fpeech wefe different from each 
other J and, as the Sclavonian prevailed in 
the South, it mjiy be prefumed that the origi- 
nal Ruffians' of the. North, the primitive fub- 
jefts of the Varangian chief, w'ej-e a ., poftioii of the 
Fennic.race, With the emigration, union, or 
diffolution of the wandering triSes, the loofe 
and indefinite pifture of the Scythian defart hdsr 
continoally fliifted. . But the .moft ancient map 
of Ruffia affords fome places which ftill retainv 
their name and pofitioa; ;and the two. capitak^ 
Novogprod Cso) and Kipw :C50, are coeval 

with 



c. 41. p. li», 113.)* *"^ illuflrated by the diligence of Bayer (de Ge^ 
graphia Rufliae vicinarumque Regionura circiter A. C. 948, in Com- 
ment. Acawm. Pctropol. tour, ijr.p;. 367—444. torn. X. p. 371 — (^t), 
with the aid of the chronicles and tradiiions of Raffia., Scandtiiavi^i, SccJ 

(50) The haughty proverb, ** Who can refift God and the great Nfr- 
vOgOrod r* i« applied by M. Lcireqoc (Haft, dc Ruffie» torn, i p. db.)' 
tTen to the times that preceded the reiga of^Ruric. In t^x«urfe of 
liif itiftoryhc fuq.ently celebrates this republic, «brhich was fuppr«iie<l 
A» D. 14.75 (tonu-.ii; p. 151 — 26€.); That accurate trsveiier,s.Ad«Bi 
Olearios; ditfcribes (in 16)5) the remain of Novogorod, and the rotitc bf 
iea and land of the Holfteio aicbafiadors (torn. i. p. i%^^i%^.). 

(51) In ha« magna civit«te> quae eft cap'at regni, plus trecente cccje- 
fict babcfituret VundinsB o£to> pop«U etiam igaota nanut (E^gefaardus 
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'With the firft age of the monarchy. Novogorod 
had not yet delerved the epithet of great, nor 
the alliance of the Hanfeatic league, which dif- 
fufed the ftreanis of opulence and the principles 
of freedom. Kiow could not yet boaft of three 
hundred churches, an innumerable people, and 
a degree of greatnefs and fplendour, which was 
compared with Conftantinople by thofe M^ho had 
never feen the refideace of the Casfars, In 
their origin, the two cities were no more than 
Cximps or fairs, the mofl: convepient ftations in 
which the Barbarians might affemble for th^ 
cccalVonal bufmefs of war or trade. Yet even 
thefe ^affemblies announce fome progtefs in the 
arts of fociety ; a new breed of cattle was im- 
ported from the fouthern provinces ; and the 
ipirit of commercial' enterprife pervaded the fea 
and land from the Baltic to the Euxine, from 
the' mouth of the Oder to the port of Con- 
ftantinople. lu the days of Idolatry and bar- 
barifm, the Sclavonic city of Julin was fre- 
quented and enriched by the Normans, who had 
prudently fecured a free mart of purchafe and 
exchange (52). From this harbour^ at the en- 
trance of the Oder,, the corfair, or merchant, 
failed in forty three days to the eaftern fliores 
of the Baltic, the mofl: diftant nations were 
intermingled, and the holy groves of Curland 
are f aid to have been decorated with Grecian 

and 



«d A.D. loi^, apud Bayer, torn, it. p..4ii.)' He likewjfe quotes 
(rom. ?c. p. 397.) the words of the Saxon annalift, Cujus ^J?«/^<rj me- 
tropolis eft Chive, sznuU fceprri ConflantinopolitanI quae t^ claridimum 
4eq.'.8 GrsccisE. The fame of Kiow, cfpecially in the ^ti'*' century, had 
jeacbsd the German and the Ar^kbi^Ap geographers. 

(§,2) In Odors oftio qua Scythic^ atluic paludes, nobillmma civiras 
Jul.num^ celeberriflttam Barbaris .et Crsccis qui funt in circuitu pisftans 
fiationem ; eft fane roaKima pmnliina quas , Europa cUudit civitaltfm 
{Adam Brcmcniis^ Hift. Ecckf. f . 19,). A ftrange exaggeration ciica 
in thcxJ''^ century. The crade.pf the Baliic and ihc H.»nfeatic league, 
are carefully treated in Anderfan's Hiftoricol Deduction of Commerce j 
at leii^,,In our lan^uage»^ I am ovt acquit av«d wifh aqy b^ok fo falis* 
faaory; 
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and Spaniih gold (53). Between the fea and 
Novogorod an eafy intercourfe was difcovered ; 
in the fummer, through a gulph, a lake, and 
a navigable river ; in the winter feafon, over 
the hard and level furface of boundlefs fnows. 
From the neighbourhood of that city, the 
Ruffians defcended the ftrcams that fall into 
the Borvfthenes ; their canoes, of a fingle tree, 
were laden with Haves of every age, furs of 
every fpecies, the fpoil of their bee-hives, and 
the hides of their cattle ; and the whole pro- 
duce of the North was colleded and difcharg- 
ed in the magazines of Kiow. The month of 
June was the ordinary feafon of the departure 
of the fleet: the timber of the canoes was 
framed into the oars and benches of more 
folid and capacious boats ; and they proceeded 
without obftacle down the Boryfthenes, as far 
as the feven or thirteen ridges of rocks, which 
traverfe the bed, and precipitate the waters, of 
the river. At the more fhallow falls it -vtrjis 
fufficient to lighten the veflels ; but the deeper 
catarafts were impaflable; and the mariners, 
who dragged their veflels and their flaves fix 
miles over land, were expofed in this toilfome 
journey to the robbers of the defert (54). At 
the firfl: iiland below the falls, the Ruffians 
(:elebrated the feflival of their efcape; at a 

fecond, 

(53) According to Adam of Bremen (de Sitvi Daniae, p. $S.)» the old 
Curland extended eight days journey along the coaf^ j and by Peter 
Teuioburgicus (p. 68. A. D. 1316)1 Memel it defined as the cofntnoa 
frontier of Ruiiia, Corland, and Prufiia. Aurum ibi plarimum (fayi 
Adam) ; divinis, auguribus atque necromanticis omors domus fupt plens 

a toto orbe ibt refponfa petuntnr maxime ab Hifpaois (forfan 

Zupanis, id eft regulis Lettovis) et Grcrit. The name of Greeks wai 
applied to the Ruffians even before their converfion ; an imperfed con« 
ycrfion, if they fiill cenfolted the wixardi of Curland (Bayer, torn. %• 
p. 378- 402. ice. Grotius, Prolegomen. ad Hift. Goth. p. 99 ), 

(i;4) Conftantine only reckon! feven cataraAs, of which he givei the 
Ruffian and Sclavonic names ; but thirteen are enumerated by the Sieur 
de Bcauplan, a French engineer, who had furveyed the courfe and 
navigation of the Dnieper or Boryfthenes (Defcriprion d*Ukr«i)ie, Rouen, 
f 66pi a thin quarto) \ but the map it unluckily wanting in-ttij copy. 
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Second, near the mouth of the river, they re- 
paired their ihattered veffels for the longer 
and more perilous voyage of the Black Sea. 
If they fleered along the coaft, the Danube was 
acceilible ; with a fair wind they could reach 
in thirty-fix or forty hours the oppofite fhores 
of Anatolia ; and Conftantinople admitted the 
annual vifit of the ftrangers of the North, 
They returned at the Hated fealbn with a rich 
cargo of corn, wine, and oil, the manufaSures 
of Greece, and the fpices of India. Some of 
iheir countrymen refided in the capital and 
provinces; and the national treaties proteded 
the perfons, eflfefts, and privileges^ of the Ruf- 
lian merchant (^ss)- 

But the fame communication which had been Naval «xpc. 
opened for the benefit, was foon abufed for fie R^ffiaat 
the injury, of mankind. In a period of one •g«n^con- 
hundred and ninety years, the Ruilians made "*"***^ 
four attempts to plunder the treafures of Con- 
ftantinople : the event was various, but the 
.motive, the means, and the objed, were the 
fame in thefe naval expeditions (56). The 
Ruilian traders had feen the magnificence and 
tafted the luxury of the city of the Casfars* 
A marvellous tale, and a fcanty fupply, excited 
the defires of their favage countrymen: they 
•envied the gifts of nature which their climate 
denied ; they coveted the works of art which 
they were too lazy to imitate and too indigent 
to purchafe: the V^rangi^ prince§ unfurled 

the 

(55} Neftor, •pnd Lcve^oe, Hill, de Ruffia, tona, i. p. ?• — 8o» 
Prom the Dnieper or Boryfthenet, the Ruffians wtni to Black Bulgaria, 
Chazaiia, and Syria, To Syria, bow, where, when ? May we not, 
yirftczA of Ivfia, read Jtfuna. (rie Admtoiftrat. Imp. c. 41. p. I13.I? 
1 be alteration is flight) the pofition of Suania, between Cbaxaria and 
Lazica, u ftrft&\j imt»k>U ^ and the aime yrat Aill i)fed in th< xi'>* 
fenti.ry (Cedren. torn. ii. p. 770.). 

(56) The wars of the Ruffians and Greeks in the \k^\ ic»\ and xi**" 
centuricsj are related in the Rysftatine Annals, efpecially thofe of Zonaras 
and Cedieoui; and all their teftioionies are coUcAed in tbf Rujic4 9^ 
fritter, torn, ii. ^au ii. p. 939*^i044' 
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the banners of piratical adventure, and their 
braveft foldiers were drawn from the nations 
that dwelt in the northern ifles of the 
ocffan (57). The image of their naval arma- 
ments was revived in the laft century, in the 
fleets of the Cofacks, which ifTued from the 
Boryfthenes, to navigate the r?.me feas, for a 
fimilar purpofe (58). The Greek appellation 
of monoxyla^ or fmgle canoes, might be juftly 
^ applied to the bottom of their veffels. It was 

fcooped out of the long ftem of a beech or 
willow, but the flight and narrow foundation 
was raifed and continued on either fide with 
planks, till it attained the length of fixty, and 
the height of about twelve, feet. Thefe boats 
were built without a deck, but with two rud- 
ders and a maft ; to move with fails and oars ; 
and to contain from forty to feventy men, with 
their arms, and provifions of frefli water and fait 
fifh. The firft trial of the Ruffians was made 
with two hundred boats ; but when the national 
force was exerted, they might arm againft Con- 
ftantinople a thoufand or twelve hundred- vef* 
fels. Their fleet was not much inferior to the 
royal navy of Agamemnon, but it was magni* 
fied in the eyes of fear to ten or fifteen times 
the real proportion of its fl:rength and num- 
bers. Had the Greek emperors been endowed 
with forefight to difcern, and vigour to previent, 
perhaps they might have fealed with a maritime 
force the mouth of the Boryfl:henes. Their 
indolence abandoned the coaft of Anatolia to 
the calamities of a piratical war, which, after 
an interval of fix hundred years, again infefted 

the 

^ (57) nfortT»ip»^*^«y9c ^ Ka; ^vfjifutx^n UK •'kiyw mvo rw itaviucurtan 
fv T017 Trpo^afXTtotc TV Oxsavv vi^-Mf tBva/f» C«df«nus, in Cooapend. 
p. 758. 

(5'8) See Be^uplan (DefcriptiiDfi derUkrafiie, p. 54—1-61.); hw «Je- 
^ ftriptions arc \ire\j, hU f hini accurate, and,' tttccjit the circvmftance of 

^re»arms^ we may read old RwRUflt-foT modero Colacks. 
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the Euxine ; but as long as the capital was re^ 
fpe&ed, the fuSerings of a dillant proTiace 
efcaped the notice both of the prince and the . 
hiftorian. The ftorm which had fwept along 
from the Phafis and Trebizond, at length burll 
on die Bofphorus of Thrace ; a ftreight of fif* 
teen miles, in which the rude yeiTels of the 
Ruffian might have been flopped and deftroyed 
by a more ikilful advcrfary. In their firfl en- '^^'^^^Jt 
terprife (59) under the princes of Kiow, they " ' ^"^ 
ps^ed without oppofition, and occupied the 
port of Conflantinople in the abfence of the 
emperor Michael, the fon of Thec^iius. 
Through a croud of perils, he landed at the 
palace-ftairs, and immediately repaired to a 
church of the Virgin Mary (60). By the advice 
of the patriarch, her garment, a precious relic, 
was drawn from the fanAuary and dipped in 
the fea ; and a feafonable tempefl, which deter- 
mined the retreat of the Ruffians, was devoutly 
afcribed to the mother of God (61)* ThcThefeconj, 
lilence of the Greeks may infpire fome doubt ^ ^' •^^ 
of the truth, or at leaft of the importance, of 
the fecond attempt by Oleg, the guardian of the 
fons of Ruric (62). A ftrong barrier of arms 
and fortifications defended the Bofphorus : they 

were 

•(^9) It 16 to be lamented, tbat Bayer hei only gUrco a Diflertation de 
Ruftbrum prima Expfdiiiune Cojiflaotinopolitana (Comment. Academ. 
Petropol. ton. vi. p, ^65 — 391.)- After difentanglioci focne clifoooio- 
{lical intricacies, he fixes it ra the years 864 or 865, a date which minht 
have Tmoothed fame doubts and difficulties in the beginning of M. Leve* 
qiie*s htftory. 

(6c) When Pbotias wrote hii encyclic epifllc on theconTOrfion of 
the Ruffians, the miracle was not yet fufficiently ripe : be repiMches the 
nation as sic mfAvtirra *ai /miai^mv varrat hurtfvt rarltfAtftfit, 

(61) Leo Grammaticus, p. 463, 464, Conftantini Conttnuator, m 
Script, poftTbeophanem, p. Illy 111. SymeonLogothet. p.44;, 446. 
Georg. Monach. p. 5351 536. Cedrenns, toto. si. p. 551. Zonarasy 
torn, a. p. 162. 

(6ft) See Neftor and Nicon, in Lenqoft^s Hift. de Rnifie, torn. i. 
p. 74— -So. Katona (Hift. Ducura, p. 75 — 79.) ales his advantage to 
difprove this Rufltaa viilory« which would cloud the 1ieg« of ICi^w ibj 
jLfae Hungarians. 
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were eluded by the ufual expedient of drawing 
the boats over the ifthmus ; and this fimple 
operation is defcribed in the national chronicles, 
as if the Ruffian fleet had failed oyer dry land 
Thethirf, with a brifk and favourable gale. The leader 
A.D. 94N^£ the third armament, Igor, the fon of Ruric, 
had chofen a moment of weaknefs and decay, 
when the naval powers of the empire were em- 
ployed againft the Saracens. But if courage 
be not wanting, the inftruments of defence are 
feldom deficient. Fifteen broken and decayed 
gallies were boldly launched againft the enemy ; 
but inftead of the fmgle tube of Greek fire 
ufually planted on the prow, the fides and 
ftem of each veflel were abundantly fupplied 
with that liquid combuftible. The engineers 
were dextrous ; the weather was propitious ; 
many thoufand Ruffians, who chofc rather to be 
drowned than burnt, leaped into the fea ; and 
thofe who efcaped to the Thracian fliore were 
inhumanly flaughtered by the peafants and fol- 
diers. Yet one third of the canoes efcaped 
into ihallow water ; and the next fpring Igor 
was again prepared to retrieve his difgrace and 
The foorth, claim his revenge (63). After a long peace, 
'^^^ Jaroflaus, the great-grandfon of Igor, refunied 
the fame projed of a naval invafion. A fleet, 
under the command of his fon, was repulfed at 
the entrance of the Bofphorus by the fame 
artificial flames. But in the rafhnefe of pur- 
fuit the vanguard of the Greeks was encom- 
paffed by an irrefiftible multitude of boats and 
men j their prpvifion of fire was probably ex- 

haufted i 

(63) L«o Gpamtnaticus, p. 506, 507. Tncert. Contin. p. 263, 164. 
Symcon Logocbet. p. 490, 491. George Monach. p. 588> 5S9. Ce- 
dren. torn. ii. p. 629. Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 190, 191. and Liutprand, 
1. T. c. 6* who write! from the narratives of bit father^in law, then 
ambaiTador at Conftanttnople, ssd correfts the vain exaggeration 0/ thf 
Creeks. 
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baufted; and twenty-four gallies were either 
taken, funk, or deftroyed (64). 

Yet the threats or calamities of a Ruffian Negoeiad- 
war were more frequently diverted by treaty phL*". ^*' 
than by arms. In thefe naval hoftilities, every 
difadvantage was on the fide of the Greeks : 
their favage enemy aflForded no mercy; his 
poverty promifed no fpoil ; his impenetrable 
retreat deprived the conqueror of the hopes of 
revenge ; and the pride or weaknefs of< empire 
indulged an opinion, that no honour could be 
gained or loft in the intercourfe with Barbari- 
ans. At firft their demands were high and 
inadmiffible, three pounds of gold for each 
foldier or mariner of the fleet : the Ruffian 
youth adhered to the defign of conqueft and 
glory ; but the counfels of moderation were 
recommended by the hoary fages. " Be con- 
*' tent,** they faid, " with the liberal offers of 
** Cssfar ; is it not far better to obtain without 
*> a combat, the poffeffion of gold, lilver, filks, 

/** and all the objeds of our defires? Are we 
*' fure of vidory ? Can we . conclude a treaty 
^* with the fea ? We do not tread .on the land ; 
*' we floa^t on the abyfs of water, and a com- 
*' mon death hangs over our heads (6^).'* 

• The memory of thefe Arftic fleets that feemed 
to defcend from the polar circle, left a deep 
impreffion of terror on the Imperial city. By 
the vulgar of every rank, it was afferted and 
believed, that an equeftrian ftatue in the fquare 
of Taurus, was fecretly infcribed with a pro- 
phecy, iiow the Ruffians, in the laft days^ fliould 
become matters of Conftantinople (^66). In 

our 

(64) I can only appeal to Ccdrenos (ton. ii. p. 7^89 759.) and Zonaraa 
(con. ii. p. i$3> »54.)» but they grow more weighty and credible a« 
Cbey draV near to (heir own times. 

(65) Neftor, apud LeTefqoe, Hift. de Ruffie^ twn.i. p.tj. 

(66) This braeeo ftatue, which had been brought from Antioch, «n4 
^at meked down by the Latins, wai fuppofed to reprefeat either JoAua or 

Bellerophoo^ 
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our own time, z Ruffian armament, inftead of 
failing from the Boryfthenes, has circumnavigat- 
ed the continent of Europe ; and the Turkifh 
capital has been threatened by a fquadron of 
, ftrong and lofty (hips of war, each of which, 
with its naval fcience and thundering artillery, 
could have funk or fcattered an hundred canoes 
fuch as thofe of their anceftors. Perhaps the 
prefent generation may yet behold the accora- 
plifliment of the predidlion, of a rare prediftion, 
of which the ftyle is unambiguous and the date 
unqueftionable. 
's*«oOaas ^X ^^^^ ^^^ Ruffians were lefs formidable 
^A.°D?' than by fea ; and as they fought for the moft 
955—973 part on foot, their irregular legions muft 
often have been broken and overthrown by the 
cavalry of the Scythian hords. Yet their grow- 
ing towns, however flight and imperfedk, pre- 
fented a feelter to the fubjeft and a barrier to 
the enemy : the monarchy of Kiow, till a fatal 
partition, affumed the dominion of the North ; 
and the nations from the Volga to the Danube 
were fubdued or repelled by the arms of Swalo- 
flaus (67), the fon of Igor, the fon of Oleg, the 
fon of Rurie. The vigour of his mind and body 
was fortified by the hardfhips of a military and 
fevage life. Wrapt in ^ bearikm, Swatoflauj 
ufually flept on the ground, his head reclining 
on a faddle ; his diet was coarfe and frugal, 
and, like the heroes of Homer (68), his meat 

(it 

BellcropfcOTi, an o<*dl 6Jl«mma. See tliceta* ChnniatirB (p. 4131 4*4- )• 
Codinvs (de .Qriginibus C» P. p. %4)> /rnd th« »nowmoi>i writer de 
Antiquhat. f2. P. (Banduri, Imp. Oncot. torn, u p. 17, iS.), who 
liired about the year 1 too. They witnefs the belief of the prophecy; 
the reft is immaterial. 

(67) The iife of Swatoflftus, 0t {Sviatoflif, or Sphendofthtabos, is 
estraded from the-RniliAn CbiQoicles by M. L^vefque (HiA. de Krolfie, 
torn. i. p. 94—107.)* 

(6S) This re(emb!ance may be «l«arly feeo in (be oiath book of the 
Iliad («oe — iiAi'). io the miouU detail of thecookory ot AchiHcs. Dy 
fuch a piAase> AjnQdcra epic ^pet wi>uU difgui-e hh iMrk, 4^4 difguft 

hit 
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(it was often horfe-fleih) was broiled or roafted 
on the coals. The exercife of war gave ftability 
and difcipline to his army; and it may be pre- 
fumed^ that no foldier was permitted to tranf- 
icend the luxury of his chief. By an embafly 
from Nicephorus, the Greek emperor, he was 
moved to undertake the conqueft of Bulgaria, 
and a gift of fifteen hundred pounds of gold 
was laid at his feet to defray the expence, or re- 
ward the toils, of the expedition. An army of 
fixty thqufand men was affembled and embark- 
ed ; they failed from the Boryfthenes to the Da^ 
AUbe ; their landing was eifeded on the Moefian 
ihore ; and, after a ifaarp encounter, the fwords 
of the Ruffians prevailed againft the arrows of 
the Bulgarian horfe* The vanquifhed king funk 
into the grave; his children were made cap- 
tive ; and his dominions, as far as mount 
Hacmus, Were fubdned or ravaged by the nor- 
thern invaders. But inftead of relinquifhing , 
his prey, and performing his engagements, this 
Varangiah prince was more difpofed to advance 
than to retire; and, had his ambitbn been 
crowned With fucccfs, the feat of empire in that' 
eSarly period might have been transferred to a 
inor€ teng^erate and fruitful climate. Swato* 
Mns enjoyed and acknowledged the advantages 
of his new pofition, in which he could unite, 
by exchange or rapine, the various produ£tk>ns 
of the earth. By an eafy navigation • he might 
draw fi-om Ruffia the native commodities of 
furs. Wax, and hydrorad : Hungary fupplied 
hiiti with a breed of horfes and the fpoils of the 
Weft ; and Greece abounded with gold, filver, 
and the foreign luxuries, which his poverty had 

affefted 



his reader } but the Creole verfes are harmonious, a dead language ean 
feldom appear low or familiar ; and at the diftaoce of two tboufand 
feven hundred >ears, we are amuied with the primitive maAners of 
anti<^uity. 
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affefted to difdain. The bands of Patzinacitesr, 
Chozars, and Turks, repaired to the ftandard 
of vidory ; and the ambaffador of Nicephorus 
betrayed his truft, aflumed the purple, and 
pronufed to fhare with his new allies the trea- 
' fures of the Eaftern world. From the banks 
of the Danube the Ruffian prince purfued his 
march as far as Adrianople ; a formal fummons 
to evacuate the Roman province was difmiffed 
with contempt ; and Swatoflaus fiercely replied, 
that Conftantinople might foon exped the pre- 
fence of an enemy and a mafter. ' 
His defeat Niccphorus could no longer expel the miP 
ziitfcM, chief which he had introduced ; but his throne 
A. D. and wife were inherited by John Zimifces (69), 
970 973- ^jj^^ £j^ ^ diminutive body, poffeffed the fpirit 
and abilities of a hero. The firft viftory of 
his lieutenants deprived the Ruffians of their 
foreign allies, twenty thoufand of whom were 
either deftroyed by the fword, or provoked to 
revolt, or tempted to defert. Thrace was de- 
livered, but feventy thoufand Barbarians were 
ftill in arms; and the legions that had been 
recalled from the new conquefts of Syria, pre- 
pared, with the return of the fpring, to march; 
under the banners of a warlike prince, who 
declared himfelf the friend and avenger of the 
injured Bulgaria. The paffes of mount Hacmus 
had been left unguarded ; they were inftantly 
occupied; the Roman vanguard was formed 
of the immortals (a proud imitation of the Per- 
fian ftyle) ; the emperor led the main body of 
ten thoufand five hundred foot ; and the r^ft of 
his forces followed in flow and cautious array 

with 

(69) Thii finguUc epithet is derived from the Armeniin language, 
ind T^i/u(0-xqc Js interpreted in Greek by /utf^««t^>jc> or /wotjaxifijc As I 
prof'efs mylclf- eqiijaliy ignorant of tbefe words, I may be indulged in the 
queftion in the play, *« Pray which of you is the interpreter?" From 
the context, tbey feem to fignify Adtlefceutulus (Leo Diacoa> i. iv. MS. 
•pul Dgc.nge, GloiTar. Grate, p, 1570 J." 
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with the baggage and militaiy engines. The 
firil exploit of Zimifces was the reduSion of 
Marcianapolis, or Perifthlaba (70), in two 
days : the trumpet founded ; the walls were 
fcaled; eight thoufand five hundred Ruffians 
were put to the fword ; and ' the ions of the 
Bulgarian king were refcued from an ignomi- 
nious prifon, and invefted with a nominal dia* 
dem. After thefe repeated lofles, Swatoflaus 
retired to the Utong poft of Driftra, on the. 
banks of the Danube, and was purfued by an 
enemy who alternately employed the arms of 
celerity and delay. The Byzantine gallies afcend- 
ed the river ; the legions completed a line of 
circumvallation ; and the Ruffian prince was 
encompafledy aflaulted, and famifhed, in the 
fortifications of the camp and city. Many deeds 
of valour were performed; feveral defperate fal- 
lies were attempted; nor was it till after a 
fiege of fixty-five days that Swatoflaus yielded 
to his adverfc fortune. The liberal terms 
which he obtained announce the prudence of 
the vidor, who refpefted the valour, and ap- 
prehended the defpair, of an unconquered 
mind. The great duke of Ruffia bound him- 
felf by folemn imprecations to relinquifh all 
hoftile defigns ; a fafe paflage was opened 
for bis return ; the liberty of trade and navi- 
gation was reftored ; a meafure of corn was 
difiributed to each of his foldiers ; and the al- 
lowance of twenty-two thoufand meafures attefts 
the lofs and the remnant of the Barbarians. 
After a painful voyage, they again reached 
the mouth of the Boryfthenes ; but their pro- 

vifions 

(70) In the Sdavooic. tongue, thft name of Perifthlaba implied the 
great or illuftrious city, fxtyxXn »«! v^'a kai XiyofxEvn, fays Anna Comoent 
( ^l£xiad. 1. viu p. 194.). From its poHtion between Mount Haennui 
ard the Lower Danube, it appears to fill the ground, or at leaft the Aa- 
t'cn, of Marciaoopolis. The fituation of Duroftolus, or Driftra, is well 
lino vn and confpicuous (Comment* Academ. Petropol. torn. iz. p. 4151 
416. d^AoTiUe, Geographic Ancieaoc, tomi if p. 307. sii*)- 
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vifions were exhaufted, the feafon was unfa- 
vourable ; they paffed the winter on the ice ; 
and, before they could profecute their march, 
Swatoiiaus was furprifed and opprefied by the 
neighbouring tribes, with whom the Greeks en- 
tertained a perpetual and ufeful correfpond- 
ence (71). Far dif&rent was the return of Zimi- 
fees, who was received in his capital like Camillus 
or Marius, the faviours of ancient Rome. But 
the merit of the viftory was attributed by the 
pious emperor to the mother of God ; and th« 
image of the Virgin Mary, with the divine in- 
lant in her arms, was placed on a triumphal 
car, adorned with the fpoils of war and the en- 
figns of Bulgarian royalty. Zimifces made his 
public entry on horfeback ; the diadem on his 
head, a crown of laurel in his hand ; and Conftan- 
tinople was aftonifhed to applaud the martial vir- 
tues of her fovereign (72). 
conwfion Pbotius of Conftantiuople, a patriarch whofe 
A.D.864. amottion was equal to bis curionty, congratu- 
lates himfelf and the Greek church on the con- 
verfion of the Ruffians (73). Thofe fierce and 
bloody Barbarians had been perfuaded by the 
voice of realbn and religion, to acknowledge 
Jefus for their God, the Chriftian miflionaries 
for their teachers, and the Romans for their 
friemds and brethren. His triumph was tran- 

fient 



(71) Tht political nMfiageniWt of the Greeks, more efpeciaHy wUK 
the Pauinacices, it c^^laiQcd in the feven firft chapters, de Admioiftia- 
tionc Imperii. 

^72). In- the jurriCive of this war, Leo the Deacon (apud Pagi, Critiea, 
torn. iv. A. D. 968-^973) ia mcfre authentic and circomftantial than Ce- 
drenas (tdni." ii, p. 660-^683.) and Zonafas (torn. ii. p. 205 — Z14.). 
Thef(( difcclaimeri have multiplied to 308,000 and 330,000 men, thofe 
RuflTian forces, of which the contemporary t^ad given a moderate and 
confident account. 

(73) Phot. Epiftol. ii. N* 35. p. 58. edit. Montacut. It was unwor. 
thy of the learning •f the editor to miftakc the Ruffian nation, rt 'P«;, for 
a war-cry of the Bulgarians; nor did it become the enlightened patriarch 
to accufe the Sclavonian idolater! rnt EXXwau; uai clBui ^9^ri^» They 
ware neither Greeks nor Achciils. 
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fient and premature. In the various fortune of 
their piratical adventures, fome Ruilian chiefs 
might allow themfelves to be fprinkled with the 
waters of baptifm; and a Gredc biiliop with 
the name of metropolitan, might adminiiler the 
facraments in the church of Kiow, to a con- 
gregation of flaves and natives. But the feed 
of the Gofpel was ibwnon a barren foil : many 
were the apoftatcs, the converts were few; and 
the baptfftn of Olga may be fixed as the sera of 
Ruiltaa^ ChriiUanity (74.). A female, perhaps 
of the bafeft origin, who could revenge the 
death, and aiTume th^ fceptre, of her huiband 
Igor, muft have been endowed wkh thoie ac- 
tive virtues which command the fear and obe- 
dience of Barbarians, in a moment ^f foreign 
and domeftic peace, ihe fmled from Kiow to 
Conftantmople } and the emperor CkDnftaniine' 
Porphyrogenittt^ has defcnbcd with nrinntedi-|^*p*^'*"'' 
iigence this ceremonial of her reception in hisA.^o.gs^. 
capital and palace. The fleps, the titles, the 
falutatioBS, ^e banquet, ^the pre&nts, were esc- 
quifkedy adjufted, to gratify the vanity of the 
ftranger, with due reverence to the Aiperior 
majefty of the purple (75^* In the facrament 
ef baptifm, iQie received the venerable name of 
the emprefs Hdiena ; and her converftcm might 
be preceded er followed by her uncle, cwo 
interpreters, fifteen damfek, of an higher, and 
eighteen of a lower rank, twenty-two domet- 
ts or minillers, and forty-four Ruifian mer^ 
Voi>. X- P chants, 

^[74) M. LeTcitjaelias enHiJStlti, from old ^Hronicks and modern rt- 
4caichet, the moft {^txUMfkotY account of the religion of the Siavi, and 
4he converfion of Ruflia (Hift. de RuiTie, torn. I. p. 3s—- 54* 59- 9^, -91* 
M3 — tai. 124—129. mS, 14J,&c.). 

(75) Sec the C^rei;ifoniale Aulae Byzant. torn. ii. c. 15. p. 343"— 345.-: 
the ftjfle of blga, or Eiga, is Afxjnrto'ca ^rctrutg. For the chief of Barba- 
s\9M the Greeks whimScally borrowed the title of an Athenian magiftrate, 
writh a female termij^tipo^ yi|uch yto»U have aiUniflicd the our of I^ 
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chants, who compofed the retinue of the great 
princeb Olga. After her return to Kiow and 
NoYOgorod, (he firmly perfifted in her new 
religion; but her labours in the propagation 
of the Gofpel were not crowned with fuccefs ; 
and both her family and nation adhered with 
obftinacy or indifference to the gods of thei? 
fathers. Her fon Swatoflaus was apprehenfive 
of the fcom and ridicule of his companions ; 
and her grandfon Wolodomir devoted his 
youthful zeal to multiply and decorate the 
monuments of ancient worihip. The fay^ge 
deities of the North werf Aill propitiated with 
human iacrifices: in the choice of the vidim, 
a citizen was preferred to a ftranger, a Chrif-* 
tian to an idolater; and the father, who de-- 
fended his fon from the iacerdotal knife, was 
involved in the fame doom by the rage of a 
fanatic tumult. Yet the leflbns and example 
of the pious Olga had made a deep, though 
fecret, impreffion on the minds of the princa, 
and people: the Greek mifiionaries continued 
to preach, to difpute, and to baptife ; and the 
ambafladors or merchants of Ruffia compared 
the idolatry of the woods with the elegant 
fuperftition of Conftantinople. They had gaz-. 
ed with admiration on the dome of St. Sgn 
phia ; the lively pidures of faints and martyrs, 
the riches of the altar, the number and vefl- 
ments of the prieft$, the pomp and order of 
the ceremonies ; they were edified by the al- 
ternate fucceffion of devout filence and harmo- 
nious fong; nor was it difficult to perfuade 
them, that a choir of angels defcended each 
day from heaven to join in the devotion of 
the Chriftians C76). But the converfion of 

Wolodonair 

(^6) See an anonymoui fragment published by BaR(]uri(Impetiuin Orir 
ffuiU, torn. il. p. 1 1 2| u 3. } de Ceaverfic&e RuiTorum, 
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Wolodomir was ^dcitermined- or haftened by 1i& «f Woiodo. 
defire of a Roman bride. At the fame time, ^'p. ^g,. 
and in the jcitf of Cherfon, the rites of baptifth 
and marriage were celebrated by the Chriftiah 
pontiff: the city he reftored to th6 emperor 
Bafil, the brother of his fpoufe ; but the bra^ 
zen gates were tranfported, as it is faid, t6 
Novogorod, and erefted before the ftrft church 
as a trophy of his viftory and faith (77). At 
his defpotic command^ Peroiln, the god o( 
thunder, whom he had fo long adored, was 
dragged through the ftreets of Kiow; and 
twelve fturdy Barbarians battered with clubs 
the mifhaj)en ima^e, which was indignantly caft 
into the waters ot the Boryfthenes. The edift 
of Wolodomir had proclaimed, that all who 
fhould teftife the riteS of baptifm would be 
treated as the enemies of God and Aeir prince; 
and the rivers were immediately filled with 
many thouiands of obedknt Ruffians, who ac« 
quiefced in the truth and excellence of a doc- 
trine which had been embraced by the great 
duke and his boyars. In the liext generatbn, 
the relics of paganifm were finally extirpated ; 
l>ut as the two brothers of Wolodomir had died 
without baptifm, their bbries were taken from 
the grave, and fanflified by an irregular and 
. pofthumoijs facrament. 

In the ninth, tenth, and deventh centuries of^^'^^^'^^y 
the Chriftian sera, the reign of the gofpel and of Konh* 
the church, was extended over Bulgaria, Hun- g^^^f;, ^ 
Pi garr, ° 

(77) dierfofl, or Cerfun^ U mentioned 1>y H^rber/lein (apud Fatit, 
t m. iv. p. $^.) is tbe place of Wolodotnir^t bapiifro and rni^rriage j and 
both the tradition and the^gates arc fYiH preferved at Noyogorod. Yit 
an obferfing traveller traafpopfs the ^rntn gatea from Magdebu4-gh in 
Germany (Cot's TraTtk into Kufai, Ste. wol. i, p. 451^ ; and quotes an 
mfcription^ wbi(;ji feemi to juftify his opinion. The mo^c.n reader muft 
not confound this old Cherfon of theTaurk or Crimsean peninfala with 
a new city of the fame name, which has arifen near the mouth of the 
Boryfthenes, end was lately henooredby the memorable in^ervi^w of thft 
«mpre(a of Riiflia with ihc emperor of the Weft* 
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gary, Bohemia, Saxony, Denmark, Norway, 
Sweden, Poland, and Ruffia (78). The triumphs 
of apoftolic zeal were repeated in the iron age 
of Chriftianity ; and the northern and eaftem 
regions of Europe fubmitted to, a religion, 
more different in theory than, in practice, from 
the worfhip of their native idols. A laudable 
ambition excited the monks, both of Germany 
and Greece, to vifit the tents and huts of the 
Barbarians : poverty, haf dfhips, and dangers, 
were the lot of v the • firft miffionaries ; their 
courage was aflive and patient; their motive 
pure and meritorious; their prefent reward 
confided in the. teftimony of their confcience 
and the refpeO: of a grateful people; but, the^ 
fruitful harveft of their toils was inherited an(^ 
enjoyed by the proud and wealthy prelates of 
fucceeding times. The firft converfions were 
free and fpontaneous : an holy life and an elo- 
quent tongue were the only arms of the miffioa- 
aries ; but the domeftic fables of the Pagans 
were filenced by the miracles and vifions of the 
ftrangers ; and the favourable temper of the 
chiefs was accelerated by the didates of vanity 
and intereft. The leaders of nations, who were 
faluted with the titles of kings and faints C79)» 
held it lawful. and pious to impofe the Catholic 
faith on their fubjeas and. neighbours : thecoaft 
of the Baltic, from Holftein to the gulph of 
Finland, was invaded under the ftandard of the 
crofs ; and the reign of idolatry was clofed by 
the converfion of Lithuania in the fourteenth 

century, 

(78) Confultthe Latin text, or Fngllih verfion, of Mofteim*s ex- 
cellent Hiftory •£ the Church, under the firfl head or feaion of etch of 
thefe centuries. 

(79) In the year loco, the ambaflador« of St. Stephen received from 
pope Sllveder the title of king of Hungary, with » diadem of Greek 
wvorkmanfhip. * Jt had been defigned for the duke of Poland; but the 
Poles, by their own confeflion, were yet too barbarous to deferve an tf»« 
^ellcal ind aj>oftoiicaI crov/n[KAtoaai, Hift. Critic. Regum Stirpis Arp*. 
dianae, torn, i, p. i—- ao«). 
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century. Yet truth and candour muft acknow- 
ledge, that the com^erfion of the North im- 
parted many temporal benefits both to the old 
and the new Chriftians. The rage of War, 
inherent to the humafl fpecies, could not Tbe 
healed by the evangelic precepts of charity and 
peace ; and the ambition of Catholic princes 
has renewed in every age the: calamities of hof- ^ 
ftile contention. But the admiflion of the Bar- 
barians into the pale of civil and ecclefiaftical 
fociety delivered Europe from the depredations, 
by fea and land, of the Normans, the Hunga- 
rians, and the Ruffians, who learned to fpare 
their brethren and cultivate their poffeifions (80). 
The eftablifhment o"f law and order was promot- 
ed by the influence of the clergy 5 and the ru- 
diments of art and fcience were introduced 
into the favage countries of the globe. The 
liberal piety of the Ruffian princes engaged in 
their fervice the moft fkilful of the Greeks, to 
decorate the cities and inftruft the inhabitants: 
the dome and the paintings of St. Sophia wdre 
rudely copied in the churches of Kiow and No- 
vogorod : the writings of the fathers were tranf- 
lated into the Sclavonic idiom ; and three hun* 
dred noble youths were invited or compelled to 
attend the leffons of the college of Jaroflaus, 
It fliould appear that Ruffia might have derived 
an early and rapid improvement from her pecu- 
liar connedion with the church and ftate of 
Conftantinople, which in that age fo juftly de- 
fpifed the ignorance of the Latins. But the 

Byzantine 



(So) Liften to the exoluttont of Adam of Bremen (A. D. 1080)9 of 
which the fubftaoce is agreeable to truth ; £cce ilia ferociffima Dano- 

rain> &c. natio jamdudum novit io Dei laudibut Alleluia reionarc 

. ; . . . Ecce populus ille piraticus . .... fuit nunc iioibiis contentus eft. 
]Ecce patria horribilia Temper inaccelTa propter cultam idolorum . . . prflt" 
Acatoies veritatis ubique certatim adfnittit, &c. ftc. (de D^niae, ftc. 
p. 40, 4i> edit. Elzetvir: a curious and original profpe^ of the north 
•f Europe, and the introdu^ioa of Chriftiftaity). 
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By':i9Bt3ne nation was fi^rvjle, foUtaty, and verg- ^ 
ing to an hafty decline; after the f^ll of Kiow^ 
the navigation of the Boryftheaes vpas forgot-^ 
ten.; th^ great princes of Wolodopifer a|id 
Mojicow ^ere feparated from the; fea a^d Qirifr 
tendps^;. and the divided monarchy Wi^ oppref- 
^ fejdi by the ignomi^ky ^d bliiidnefs ; ojf : Ts^ri^r 
fervitude (8i). The Sclavonic j^i^d Se^^ndina- 
vi^n kijnigdprns, whjcl^ h^d been, coivyerted by 
the Latin miflionaries, Avere expo&d, it is^ true, 
to the fpiritual jurifdi^tion ai^d tempoml claims 
of tl^: popes (8 li) ; but they were united, in 
l^^guage. and religious, w^orfliip, with' eaich other, 
a^d with Rome ; they imbibed the free ai^d ge- 
nerous fpirit of the European republic, and 
gi^^ually feared the light of knowledge which 
aiofe on the weftern world. 



^%i) The grea^ pnoces rtmov^ed in ii§6 from' K4owv^ whicl^ wa« mfc- 
et^ by tl^e Ta^tarj in I2<^> Mofcow became the feat of empire in the 
xiv'^-century. See the i** and ii'^vixlumei of LcvefqucVHiftoiy, an4 
h\]^. CAxe*a Tsiavels in the No^th^ torn, i* p. 24.1, Uc* 

"^(82). The ambafladPM of St^ Stephen had oicd the reverential expref. 
f\9M <kf rggnnm tUatum^ dibitam obek'utitiam, which were moft rigorouDf 
ioteqprcJieii .by Gregory.. VIJ. 5 and the Hungarian Catholict arc dif^relfed 
bcl'ifljeen the fin£tiiy of the pope and the independence of the crown 
(MLjitOMW Hid. Critica, ton. s. p. 20^-25, tmna, ii. p. .^04. 3^6. 36o> 
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CHAP. LVI. 



Tlfe Saracens^ Franks^ and Greeks^ in Italy.-^ 
Firji Adventures and Settlement of the Nor- 
TJians.-^^harailer and Conquejls of Robert 
Guifcard^ Duke of Apulia. — Deliverance of 
Sicily by his Brother Roger, — Vidories of Ro" 
bert over the Emperors of the Eq/i and Weji. 
— Roger J King rf Sicily j invades Africa and 
Greece. — The Emperor Manuel Comnenus. — 
Wars of the Greeks and Normans. ^^Extin&ion 
of the Normans. 

TtfE three great nations of the world, theconfliaof 
Greeks, the Saracens, and the Franks, *^*^*''": 
encountered each other on the theatre ofandcAeklj 
Italy(i). The fou them provinces, which now*"]^*'^^' 
compofe the kingdom of Naples, were fubjeft, 840-1^1017. 
for the mod part, to the Lipmbard dukes and 
princes of Benevqntuin (2) j fo powerful in* 

war, 

{\) For the general liiftory of Italyrin the ix*^ and x*^ centuries, I 
Tnmy properly refer to the v<i>, vi**^, and rit^ book* of Sigonios de 
Regftoltaltae (in the fecond rolmRe oIF hia workti Milan,. 1732 )j the 
Annala of Baronjus, with the Criiicifin of Pagt ; the yiW^ and viii^^ books 
cvf the Iftoria CiTile del Regnadi Kapoli of Ctannone \ the vii<** and viiit^ 
volumes (the odavo edition) of rhe Anoali d*Italia of Moratori, and- 
the ii'^TOlumcof the Abrrge Chronologique of M. de Saint Marc, a 
Work which, under a fuperficial title, contains much genuine learning 
and induftry. But my Long-accuftomed leader will give me credit for 
faying, that I mjfelf hav^ afcended to the fountain head, as often at 
fbch afeenc could be eithbr profUabie or po0ible; and that I have dili- 
gently turned over tKe originals in the 5rft volomet of Muratori*a 
great coll«flion of the Scrlptores Rerum JtoTicarum, 

(t) Camillo Pellegrino, a learned Capuao of the laft century, hat 
illttilrated the hiftory of the dutchy of Beneyeotom, in hit twp books, 
Itiftoria Principum Longobardorum, in the Scriptores of Muratoriytoo; 
U. parii. p. 221 — 24^. and torn. v. p. i si-* 245. 
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war, that they checked for a moment the genitrs^ 
of Charlemagne ; fo liberal in peace that they 
maintained in their capital an academy of thirty- 
two philofophers and grammarians. The di- 
vifion of this flouriftiing ftate produced the 
rival principalities of Benevento, Salerno, and 
Capua; and the thoughtlefs ambition or re- 
venge of the competitors invited the Saracens 
to the ruin of their common inheritance. Dur- 
ing a calamitous period of two hundred years, 
Italy was expofed to a repetition of wounds, 
which the invaders were not capable of healing 
by the union and tranquillity of a perfeft con- 
queft. Their frequent and almoft annual fqua- 
drons iffued from the port of Palermo, and 
were entertained with too much indulgence by 
the Chriftians of Naples : the more formidable 
fleets were prepared on the African coaft ; and 
even the Arabs of Andalufia were fometimes 
tempted to afTift. or oppofe the Moflems of an 
adverfe feft. In the revolution of human 
events, a new ambufcade was concealed in the 
Caudine forks, the fields of Cannae were be- 
dewed a fecond time with the blood of the 
Africans, and the fovereign of Rome again at- 
tacked or defended the walls of Capua and 
Tarentum. A colony of Saraceits 'had been 
planted at Bari, which commands the entrance 
of the Adriatic Gulf ; and their impartial de- 
predations provoked the refentment, and conci- 
liatdi the union, of the two emperors. An 
offenfive alliance was concluded between Bafil 
the Macedonian, the firft of his race, and 
Lewis, the great-grandfon of Charlemagne (3); 
and each party fupplied the deficiencies of his 
aflbciate. It would have been imprudent in the 

Byzantine 

(3) S^*" Conftantm. Ptfrphyrojcn. de Thematibus, 1. ii. c, xi. in Vk. 
BifiK c. 55. p.iSr. 
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Byzantine monarch to tranfport his ftationary 
troops of Afia to an Italian campaign; and 
the Latin arms would have been infuffident, 
if his fuperior navy had not occupied the 
mouth of the Gulf. The fortrefs of Bari was 
invefled by the infantry of the Franks, and 
by the cavalry and gallies of the Greeks; 
and, after a defence of four years, the Ara- 
bian emir fubmitted to the clemency of Lewis, g^"** ^ 
who commanded in perfon the operations of a! 0.871. 
the fiege; This important conqueft had been 
atchieved by the concord of the Eaft and 
Weft ; but their recent amity was foon embit* 
tered by the mutual complaints of jealoufy 
and pride. The Greeks affumed as their own 
the merit of the conqueft and the pomp g£ 
the triumph ; extolled the greatnefs of their 
powers, and aifeded * to deride the intempe- 
rance and floth of the handful of Barbarians 
who appeared under the banners of the Carlo- 
vingian prince. His reply is expreffed with 
the eloquence of indignation and truth : ** We 
*• confefs the magnitude of your prepara- 
** tions," fays the great-graadfon of Charle^ 
magne. ** Your armiea were indeed as nu- 
'^ merous as a oloud of fummer locufts, who 
" darken the day, flap their wings, and, after 
'* a Ihort flight, tumble weary, and breathlefs 
** to the ground. Like them, ye funk ^fter 
** a feeble effort ; ye were vanquiflied by your 
*' own • cowardice ; and withdrew from the 
". fcene of aSion to injure and defpoU our 
*' Chriftian fubjeSs of the Sclavonian coaft. 
*' We were few in number, and why were we 
" few ? becaufe, after a tedious expeftation of 
*« your arrival, I iiad difm^ifed my hoft, and 
" retained only a chofen band of warriors to 
" continue the blockade of the city. If they 
" indulged their hofpitable feafts in the face of 

. ** danger 
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^* danger and deaths did thefe feafts abate 
•* the vigour of their enterprife? U it by 
** your fading that the walls of Bari have 
** been orerturned? Did Aot thefe valiant 
** Franks, diminrffied as they were by la(nguot 
-^* and fatigue, intercept and vanquifli the 
" three moft powerful emirs of the Saracens? 
**. and did not their defeat precipitate the fall 
^* of the city? Bari is now fallen ; Taren- 
** tunt trembles 5 Calabria wilt be d^Ii^ered ; 
^ and, if we command the fea, the ifland of 
" Sicily may be refcued from the hands of 
** the' infidels. My brother** (a name moft of- 
fenfive' to the v«tiity of the Greek), ** accele- 
** rate your naval fuccours, r^fpeft your al- 
^ fies, and diftruft your flatterers (4)/* 
New pro- ' Thefc loftv hopes were foon extinguiflied 
oreek/ln* ^y ^hc death of Lewis, and the decay of the 
3t»i . Carlovmgian houfe ; and whoever might de- 
^'^•^^^'••ferre'.the honour, the Greek emperors, Bafil, 
iahd his fon Leo, fecu^ed the ^Vai^tage, of 
the redufHon of Bari. The Italians of Apulia 
, and Calabria wer^ perfuaded or compelled to 
acknowledge their fupremaey, and an ideal 
line from- mount' Garganiis- ta the bay of 
Salerno, leaves the far greater part of the king- 
dom of Naplfes under the dominion of the 
Eaffetn empire. Beyond- that line, the dukes 
or republics of Ainatfi (5) and Naples, who 
had never forfeited their voluntary allegiance, 
rejoiced in the neiglittourhood' of their lawful 
fbvereign ; and Amalfi w^s enriched by fup- 
pfying Europe with- the produce and mana- 

fadnresr 

(4) llie Qrigriia|Iepaft)e.of'th«'eniferar Lewis II.' to the emperor' 
BaHly. a curio vjs record of the age, was firft publiihed by Baroniut 
(Annal. Ecclcf. A.Dl 871, N«» §1— 71.), from t)i« VAtkaii MS* of 
Bychempett, oc rather of 'the aaenymous hiftorian of Salerno. 

'(5) See an 'excellent diifertatioR de Republioa Amalphitana, in tbe 
Appendix* (p. i — 4a,) of Henry- Bren^man'i - Hiftorta Paodcdarsn' 
(Traje^nd Rhanum, 1722, in 4^«). 
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fa&ures of Afia. But the Lombard princes 
of Benevento, Salerno, and Capua (6), were re- 
laftantly torn from the communion of the 
Latin world, and too often violated their oaths 
of fervitude and tribute. The city of Bari 
Tofe to dignity and weahh, as the metropolis 
of the new theme or province of Lombardy ; 
the title of patrician, and afterwards the fin* 
gular name of Catapan (7), was affigned to the 
fupreme governor ; and the policy both of the 
church and ftate was modelled in exa£t fub- 
ordination to the throne of Conftantinople. As 
long as the fceptre was difputed by the princes 
of Italy, their efforts were feeble and advcrfe ; 
and the Greeks refitted or eluded the forces of 
Germany, which defcended from the Alps 
under the Imperial ftandard of the Othos. , 
The firft and greateft of thofe Saxon princes 
was compelkd to relinquifh the fiege of Bari : 
the fecond, after the lofs of his ftouteft bifliops 
and barons, efcaped with honour from the 
bloody field of Crotona. On that day theorhTiiL 
fcafe of war was turned againft the Franks byA.D.9S3. 
the valour of the Saracens (8). Thefe corfairs 

had 

(6) Your mafter, f^ys Nicepbonif» has given aid and proteAion 
princapibus Capuajio et Bene«entaiio» ferTit meis, quot oppugnara dif- 
pono • . • • . Nava (potiiH nota) ret eil qxidd «<)rttnB patret et avi' noftro 
Imperio tributa dedervat (Liutpraod, ii| Le§at. p. 4840* SaUrap tf 
not mentioned, yet the prince cbtn|ad hit party ahout the fame 
time« a«d Canullo Pellegrifio (Script. Rer. Ital. torn. ii. p. iS^.) haa 
nicely difcemed thit change in the ftyle of- the aQooynoua phronicle. 
On the rational ground of hiftory and language, Liutprand (p. 480.) had 
aifarted the -Latin claim to Apulia and Calabria. 

(7} See the Greek and Latin QioiTaries of Ducapge (u«rB«r«v» 
€€tapanus)t ani his notes on the Alexias (p. 275.). Againit the con- 
tenvporary nfidon» which derives it from Kata mrta juxta cmiu, ha 
treats, it as a corruption of the Latin tgfitaiuus^ , Y^t M. de St. Marc . 
has accurately obferved (Abrege Chronologique, toiti. ii p. ^z^.)^(ttit 
in thit age the, capitanei were not caf taint, but only nobles of the firft 
r«n)cy the great vajvaflbrs of Italy. v^ 

(8) Ov fAOtov hA vo\tfMev oKfiCmc trgifyfxsvm r» roitfror vwnynft to sOv^ 
(theLombards), aXKa tuu n^^troui ;i^<r«/itiroc> »«< ^ixaioavn »»i Xt^^^'^'i 

Tf ^\tmt€0 >M« T»f aXXsff ^^9lk9yautt XH^^f**^^ (Leon. Ta^ic. c. xv, 

P- 74««). . 
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had indeed been driven by. the Byzantfne 
fleets from the fortreffes and coafls of Italy ; 
but a fenfe of intereft was more prevalent than 
fuperftition or refehtment, and the caliph of 
Egypt had tranfported . fcJrty thoufand Moflems 
to 'the aid of his Chriftian ally. The fucceflbrs 
of Balil amufed themfelves with the belief, 
that the cdnqueft qf Lombardy had been at- 
chieved, and was ftill preferved, by the juftice 
of « their laws, the virtues of their minifters, 
and the gratitude of a people whom they had 
r^fcued from anarchy and oppreffion. A 
feries of rebellions might dart a ray of truth 
into the palace of Conttaminople ; and the 
illufions of flattery were c^fpellcd by. the eafy 
aQd rapid fucceis of the Norman adventu- 
rers. 
Anecdotes. ^^^ revoluliou of human, affair had pro- 
duced in Apulia and Calabria, a melancholy 
cQqtraft . between th^ age of . Pythagoras and 
the tenth century of the Chriftian aera. At 
the former period, the coaft of Great Greece 
fa? it . was then ftykd) was planted with 
free and opulent, cities : thefe cities were 
peopled with foldiers, artifts, and philofo- 
phers J and the military ftrength of Taren- 
. tiwit, Sybaris, or Crotona, was not inferior 
to that of a powerful kingdom. At the fe- 
cond sera, thefe once flourifhing provinces were 
clouded with i^gnorance, impoveriflied by tyran- 
ny, and depopulated by Barbarian war; nor can 
we feverely accufe the exaggeration of a contem- 
porary, that a fair and ample diltrift was reduced 
to the fame defolation which had covered the 
earth after the general deluge (9), Among the 

hoftilities 

p. 741.). The little Chronicle of Beneventum (com. ii. pars. i. p. 
aSo} gives a far di(TereD(chara£ier of the Greeks during the five years 
(A.D. S91 — 896} that L«o was mafter of the city. 

^9) Calahriacn adcunt, eamque inter fe divifam reperientes funditui 
it^ofuUii fuDt (or depopullruut), ica ut dcferta fie velut in diLuvio. 

Sych 
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lioftilities of the Arabs, the Franks, and the 
Greeks, in the fouthern Italy, I fliall feleft two 
or three anecdotes expreffive of their national 
manners, i. It was the amufement of the Sa-A.D.sn. 
racens to profane, as well as to pillage, the mo- 
nafteries and churches. At the fiege of Saler- 
no, a Mufulman chief fpread his couch on the 
communion-table, and on that altar facrificed 
each night the virginity of a Chriftian nunJ Ag 
he wreftled with a relu^nc maid, a beam in 
the roof was accidentally or dexteroufly thrown 
down on his head ; and the death of the lud* 
ful emir was imputed to the wrath of Chrift, 
which was at length awakened to the defence 
of his faithful fpoufe (lo). 2. The Saracens a. 0.174: 
befieged the cities of Beneventum and Capua : 
after a vain appeal to the fuccelTors of Charle<- 
magne, the Lombards implored the clemency 
and aid of the Greek emperor (ii). A fear- 
lefs citizen dropt from the walls, pafled the 
intrenchments, accompUflied his commifiion, 
and fell inta the hands of the Barbarians, as 
he was returning with the welcome news. They 
commanded him to aflift their enterprife, and 
deceive his countrymen, with the affurance that 
wealth and honours ihould be the reward of 
his falfehood, and that his fincerity would be 
puniflied with immediate death. He affefted 

to 

5ofh U the text of Hcrcmpert, or Erchcmpert, according to the two 
editions of Caraccioli (Rer. italic. Script, torn. v. p. 13.) and of Camillo 
f'elicg'ino (torn. ii. par* i. p. 146 ). Both were extremely fcarce, when 
they were reprinted by Muratori. 

(10) Baroruos (Anna!. Ecclef. A. D. 874, N» %.) has drawn this ftary . 
from a MS. of Ei«hempert, who died at Cipaa only fifteen years after 
theiBvent. But the cardinal waf deceived by a falfe title, ind we can 
only quote the anonymous Chronicle of Salerno (Paralipomena, c. 1 10 ), 
compofed towa-ds the end of the x*** century, and pubhihed in the fecond 
Tulume of Muratori't Colledion. See the Diflertationt of Camillo Pei]e- 
irino^tom ii. pars i. p. 431 — iSi, Sec ). 

' (11) Conftantine Porphyrogeouos (in Vit. Bafil. c. 58. p, 183.) is the 
ori|;ina4 author of this ftory. He places it under the reigns of Bafil and 
Lewfs II ; yet theredu£lion of Beneventum by the Greeks it dated A.D, 
S91, afUff ih^ deccafe jof both th«fe princei. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aat THE DECLINE AND FALI. 

to yields but as foon as he was conducted 
within hearing of the Chriftians on the ram>- 
part, ** Friends and brethren,** he cried "with 
a loud voice, ^^ be bold and patient, maintfun 
*• the city ; your fovereign is informed of your 
*' diftrefs, and your deliverer^ are at hand. 
*' I know my <loom, and commit my wife and 
** children to your gratitude.** The rage of 
the Arabs confirmed his evidence ; and the felf- 
devoted patriot was tranfpierced with an hun- 
dred fpears. He deferves to live in the me- 
mory of the virtuous, but the repetition of the 
fame ftory in ancient and modern times, may 
fprinkle fome doubts on the reality of this ge- 
A,i>. t3o. ncrous deed (12). 3. The recital of the third 
incident may provoke a fmile amidft the horrorS 
-of war. Theobald, marquis of Cametiiio and 
Spoleto (i$\ fupported the rebels of Beneven- 
cum; and his wanton cruelty was not incom- 
patible in that age with the charafter of an 
hero. His captives of the Greek nation or 
party, were caftrated without mercy, and th^ 
outrage was aggravated by a cruel jeft, that be 
wiihed to prefent the emperor with a fupply 
of eunuchs, the raoft precious ornaments of the 
Byzantine court. The garfifon of a caftle had 
been defeated in a fally, and the prifoners were 
fentenced to the cuftomary operation. But the 
facrifice was difturbed by the intrufion of a 

frantic 

(ii) In the year 66^, the fame tragedy is defcrlbed by Paul the Dea- 
con (deGeftis Langobard. 1. v. c. 7, 8. p 870- 871. edit. Grot), under the 
iwalU of the fame city of Beneventuai. But the a£tor$ are diflPerent, «nd 
* the guilt is imputed to the Greeks themfelves, whicl^in the Byz^ntint 
cditioD 18 applied to the Saracens, fn the late wsrin Germany, Md'Aflaay 
a French officer of the regiment of Auver^e, isfaidxo have devoted binvr 
felf io a fimi ar manner. His behaviour is the more he.oic, aa mere 
lilence was required by the enemy who had mide him prifouer (Voi.aifB, 
Siscle de Loais XV. c. 33. torn. ix. p lyz ). 

(13.) Theobald, who was ftiled Heros by Liutprand, was properly dake 
of Spoleto and maiquis of Camerino, from the yeac<^$ to 935. The 
title and office of maiqiiis (commander of the march or frtttifr} wat in* 
trbdoced into Italy by ihe French empexors (Abr«^e Chfqaologtque, io.iv 
ii. p. 645—731, &e« 
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frantic female, who, with bleeding cbedcs, di-* 
ihevelled hair,^ ^d importunate clamoars, cosn- 
pelled the marquis to liden to her comptaint. 
** Is it thus/' flie cried, " ye magnanimous he- • - 
•* roes, that ye wage war againft women, againft 
^^ women who have never injured ye, and whofe 
*^ only arms arc the diftaff and the loom?" 
Theobald denied the charge, and protafted; 
that, fince the Amazons, he had never heard 
of a female war. " And, how,** ihe furioufly 
exclaimed, ^^ can you attack us more dire&Iy, 
** how can you wound us ia a more vital 
^^ part, than by robbing our hulbands of what 
^^ we moft dearly cherifli, the fource of our joy« 
** and the hope of our pofterity ? The plunder. 
*^ of our flocks and herds I have endured with-i 
^^ out a murmur, but this fatal injury, this irre- 
^^ parable lofs fubdues my patience, and calU 
^^ aloud on the juftice of heaven and earth.** 
A general laugh applauded her eloquence ; the 
lavage Franks, inacceflible to pity, were moved 
by her ridiculous, yet rational, defpair; and 
with the deliverance of the captives, (he obtain- 
ed the reftitution of her effeds. As ihe return-^ 
ed in triumph to the caftle, flie was overtaken 
by a meffenger, to enquire, in the name of 
Theobald, what puni{hment fhould be inflided 
on her hufband, were he again taken in arms ? 
*' Should fuch,** ihe anfwered without hefita- 
tion, " be his guilt and misfortune, he has eyes, 
*' and a nofe, and hands, and feet. Thefe are 
^' his own, and thefe he may deferve to forfeit 
" by his perfonal offences. But let my lord 
^ be pleafed to fpare what his little handmaid 
*' prelumes to claim as her peculiar and lawful^ 
** property (14)." 

The 



(14) Liotprind^ Hift. I. i't c. 4. in the Kfrui9 Italic. Sciipt. toni« L 
part 1. p. 453, 454. Shculd the licentioufnefs of the uic be <^ucftioned, t 
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Origin of The eftabliihinent of the Normans in the 
the Nor- kixngdoms of Naples and Sicily (15), is an 
5^*"* event moft romantic in its origin, and in its 
A.D«ioi(.confe()uences moft important both to Italy and 
the Eaftern empire. The broken provinces of 
the Greeks, Lombards, and Saracens, were ex- 
pofed to every invader, and every fea and land 
were invaded by the adventurous fpirit of tKe 
Scandinavian pirates. After a long indulgence 
of rapine and flaughter, a fair and ample territo- 
ry was accepted^ occupied, and named, by the 
Normans of France; they renounced their gods 
for the God t)f the Chriftians (16); and the 
dukes of Normandy acknowledged themfelves 
the vafTals of the fucceffors of Charlemagne and 
Capet. The favage fiercenefs which they had 
brought from the fnowy mountains of Norway, 
was refined, without being corrupted, in a 
warmer climate; the companions of RqUo in- 
fenfibly mingled with the natives; they imbibed 
the manners, language (17), and gallantry, of 

the . 

■uy exclaim, with poor Sterne, that it is hard if I may not traafcnht 
with caution, what a biihop could write without rcru|>le. What if ] ha^ 
tranflated, ot Tiris certetii tefticolos aniputare, in <|uibu8 noftd ccrporii 
rcfocilUtio, &c? 
, (15) The original monuments of the Normans in Ita'y are coIie£l«d 

in»the r^^ volume of Muratori, and among tbefe we may dtftinguifh the 
poem of William Appulus (p. 245—173.) and the hiftory of Galfridut 
(Jtfferey) Malaterra (p. 537—607.). Both were natives of France, but 
they wrote on the fpot, in the age of the firft cooquerois (before A. D. 
S 100)1 and with the fpirit of freemen. It is needlefs to recapicubte thq 
compi4ers and critics of Italian hillory, Sigonius, Baronius, Pagi, Gian* 
none, Muratori, St. Marc, &c. whom I have always confaltcd an4 never 
Mpied. 

(16) Some of the firft converts were baptised ten cr twelve times, for 
the fake of the white garment nfaally given at this ceremony. At the fu* 
neral of Rollo, the gifts to mDnafteries for the repofe of his foul, were 
accompanied bv a facrifice of one hundred captives. But in agcneiation 
or two, the national chanjie was pure and general. 

(17) The Daoi/h language was ftill fpoken by the Normans of Ba« 
yeux on the fea coaft, at a time (A. D. 940) when it was already forgot- 
ten at Roueuy in th^ court and capital. Quem (Richard I.) confeftim 
pater Baiocas mittens Botoni militix fux principi nutrien^jXm tradidtt, at 
tbi lingua eruditus Dan'ug fuis exterifque homioibus fciret aperte eare te* 
fffmU (Wilhelm, Gemcttccnfis de Duc&bas Normannis, I. ii'i. c. 8. 

p. 6*3. . 
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the French nation ; and, in a martial age, the 
Normans mi^ht claim the palm of valour and 
glorious atchievements. Of the iafhionable fu« 
perditions, they embraced with ardour the Pil- 
grimages of Rome, Italy, and the Holy Land. 
In this active derotion, their minds iand bodies 
were invigorated by exercife: danger was the 
incentive, novelty the recompence: and the 
profped of the world was decorated by wonder, 
credulity, and ambitious hope. They confederated 
for their mutual defence ; and the robbers of 
the Alps who had been allured by the garb of 
a pilgrim, were often chaftifed by the arm of a 
warrior. In one of thefe pious vifits to the ca* 
vern of mount Garganus in Apulia, which had 
been fan£Ufied by the apparition of the archangel 
Michael (18), they were accofted by a ftranger 
in the Greek habit, but who foon revealed 
himfelf as a rebel, a fugitive, and a mortal foe 
of the Greek empire. His name was Melo ; a 
noble citizen of Bari, who, after an unAiccefs-^ 
fill revolt, was compelled to feek new allies 
and avengers of his country. The bold ap* 
pear^ice of the Normans revived his hopes and 
folicited his confidence : they liftened to the 
complaints, and ftill more to the promifes, of 
the patriot. The aflurance of wealth demon- 
ilrated the juftice of his caufe ; and they view- 
ed as the inheritance of the brave, the fruit- 
ful land which was opprefled by effeminate ty- 
rants. On their return to Normandy, they kin- 
dled a fpark of enterprife ; and a fmall but in- 
Vox.. X. C^ trepid 

p. 613. edit. Cambdco). Of the ▼eroacuUr and favourite idiom of. ' 
WiUiam the Conqueror (A. D. lOtOi Selden f Opera, torn. ii. p. 1640 
— 1656U) hu given a fpecimen, objolcfie and obicure even t9 aatiquariaB* ^ 
and lawyerr. 

(iS) See Leandro Albert! (Delcrisiooc d* Italia, p. a$9.) aad Baraniut 
(AD. 493* N* 43.)- If the archangel inherited the tempk and oracle, 
per]»ap» the cavern, of old Calchas the foothfayer (Strab. Geograph. I. 
v^* P- 435* 43^')» ^^* catholics (on this occafioi}][ have furpafled the 
Greska in the elegance of their fupctflitiop. 
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trqJid band was freely affociatcd for the deliver- 
ance of Apulia* They paffed the Alps by fepa- 
rate roads, and in the difguife of {nl^uns ^ but 
in the iieighbourbood of Komt they were fa- 
luted by the chief of Bari, who fuppUed the 
moire indigent with arms and horfes, and inftant- 
ly led them to the field of adion. In the firft 
conflid, their valour prevailed ^ but in the fe- 
eond engagement they were overwhelmed by 
the numbers and military engines of the Gred^s, 
and indignantly retreated with their faces to 
the enemy. The unfortunate Melo ended his 
life, a fuppllant at the court of Germany i 
hU Notman followers, excluded from their na- 
tive and their promifed land, wandered among 
the hills and vallies df Italy, and earned their 
daily fubfiftence by the fword. To that formi- 
dable fword, the princes of Capua, Beneven- 
tum, Salerno^ and Naples^ alternately appealed 
in thdr domeftic quarrels; the fuperior fpirit 
and difcipHne of the Nwmans gave vidory to 
^ fide which they efpoufed ; smd their cautious 
policy oti^erved the balance of power, left die 
prepoiMiefaiQce of any: rival ftate fhould render 
tiieir aid te& important ^nd their fervice lefs 
profitable^ Their firft afyhim was a ftrong camp 
in the depth of the maidbe& of Campania ; but 
they ^were foonr. endowed by the liberaHty of the 
duke of Naples with a more plentiful and per- 
msHient feat. Eight mHea fn>m his refidence. 
Foundation ^ * bulwark agaiml Capua, the town of Averia 
of Averfa, waa built and fbrtified for their ufe j and they 
^•^•'®*'' enjoyed as their own, the corn and fruits, the 
meadows and groves, of that fertile diftrift. 
The report of their fticcefs attrafted every year 
hew fw^irms of pilgrims and Ibldiers ; the poor 
were urged by neceffity; the rich were excited 
by hope; and the biave and adlive fpirits of 
NoHnandy were Impatient of eafe and ambitious 

of 
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of renown. , Th^ independent ftandard of 
Avetfj* afforded flieker a^d encouragement to 
the outUvi of the prQyihfey to every Jfugitive 
who h^d efcaped from the injuftice or juf-. 
tice of; hxs fuperioTs.; and thefe foreign affo- 
ciates were quickly, aifijhilated in manners and 
language to the Oalllc; colony. The firft leader 
of the Normans w^k count Rainulf j and in 
the origin of foci^ty^ pre-e,ininence of rank 
is the reward and th^ proof of fuperior me- 
rit (,19). 

Since tneconquert of Sicily hy the Arabs, the* The Nor- 
Grf cito . empprors had .been' anxious to regain |J'°J'Jj''J* 
that valuable poffeffioij i but their . eflFbrts, a. d. 103S. 
howevej: ftrenuaus, had beifn dppofed by the 
diftance ,and the fea. Their coftly armaments, 
after a gleani qf fucceft^ addled new. pages of 
calamity and difgrace.io. the, %2;antine anrids : 
twenty thoufand of their teft troops were loft 
in a finglp . expedition \, and the vidlorious 
Moftems derided the pqlicy 6f a natiop, which 
cntruffed eunuchs not; only with the cpflrody 
of their wbipen but with the comman^l of their 
men (ao). ...After a rgign. pf two hundred 
years, the Saracens - were . ruiAed by Aeir 
cfivifions (21). The emir'difclaimed Ae stuthdi 
rity oi the king of Tunis: the people rofp 
againft the emirj the cities wef e ufufped by 
(\7. the 

(19) Sec the i ? ^Jiopie of Willuni Appiildr. Rlf wat^ tr» ftpplrct^r 
toevery fwarm'of BarlMriahs ind fir<eboouris . ^ .: j 

8t triciAoriHii quis ftrniti^ut ad i 11m. 
Cohft^IebAt, . eum gratanter fufcipiebaAt 

!(46nbb^ et littgaa qadrcttiU]ji< VOttfe inde^ant ; ; \ : 

Infori&ant propria ; gens jefficiatiir ut una. 
And ellewbere, of the n1|tive stdyeiiturerf of Nbrnnady s 

'Fafs ^ziiitxi^tt ?^ ope4 Idetadt quia niiUc ' » 

Pars qji^Ude ai9gnis major^ fvbire yolebant. 
(10^ Liatprand ill Ugatiorf*, p., 485. t*agi hft iUttfltatdl tbitf 
efeoc from tie MSi. hiftory Qf tjie 49«coa L^o (tctan, iv. A» O. 695*' 

(11) See tht Arabian Chrontclt of Sicil/y ipsd Mi£ttltf^t S^fi 
Rirom l^al. torn. i. p. 253, 
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fRc chiefs; each iiieiner rebel was indcpea- 
dent in his village or caftle ; and the weaker 
of two rival brothers implored the friendfliip 
of the 'Chriftians. In every fervice of danger 
the Normans were prompt and ufeful ; and 
five hundred knights or warriors on horfeback, 
were enrolled by Arduin, the agent and in- 
terpreter of the Greeks, under the ftandard 
of Maniaces governor of Lombardy, Before 
tlieir landing, the brothers were reconciled ; 
the union of Sicily and Africa was reftored ; 
and the iiland was guarded to the water's 
edge. The Nbrmans led the van, and the 
Arabs of Meilina felt the valour of an untried 
foe. In a fecond aftipn the emir of Syracufe 
Was unhorfed and tranfpierced by the iron arm 
of William of Hauteville. .In a third engage- 
ment his intrepid companions difcomfited die 
hoft of fixty thoufand Saracens, and left die 
Oreeks no more than the labour of the pur« 
fuit: a fplendid yiftory j but of which the 
pen of the hifiorian may divide the merit 
with the lance of the Normans, It is, how- 
ever> true that they effentially promoted the 
iuccefs of Maniaces, who reduced thirteen 
cities and the greater pait of Sicily under the 
obedience of the emperor. But his military 
feme was fullied by ingratitude and tyranny. 
In the divifion of the fpoil, the deferts of his 
brave auxiliaries were forgotten ; and neither 
their avarice nor their pride could, brook this 
injurious treatment. They complained, by the 
mouth of their interpreter : their complaint 
was difregarded; their interpreter was fcourged; 
the fufferings were his\ the infult and refent- 
ment belonged to iboje whofe fentiments he 
had delivered. Yet they diflembled till they 
bad obtained, or ftolen, a fafe paffage to the 

Italian 
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Italian continent j their ixt&r^sxiof Ayerfa Their €<m. 
fympathifed in their indignation, and the pro--]["**^' 
vince of Apulia was invaded as <hc forfeit of ^a! d. 
the debt (32). Above twenty years ^fter :the'®^*^ 
firft emigration, the Normans took the ii^Id ^^^^' 
with no more than feven hundred horfe m^ 
five hundred foot ; and after the recall of the 
Byzantine legions (23) from the Sidli^.war, 
their numbers ^re magnified to the . amount 
of tjireefcore ihouifand men. Their herald 
propofed the 4>ption of battle or retreat ; " of 
battle/* was the unanimous cry of the Nor- 
mans ; and one of their AoMtefl: yraxxiors, with 
a ftrake of h^ fi(^, felled to the ground the 
Jhorfe of the Qrock mefffnger. He was dif* 
miffed with ^ frefli horfe ; 3xe infult ;was con- 
ceale4 jBrom the Imperial. troops ; but jia two 
iucceifive battles they jwere more fataHy/in- 
ftrufled of the prow^3 of their acjverlaries,. 
In the pl^Jiis of Cannae, the AiUtics ffed before 
.the adventurers of France ; the duke of Lonv 
bardy was made prilbner ; ' the Apuliaos ac* 
quiefced in a new 4oininion; and the fotu: 
places of Bari, Otranto-, Briandufium^ ai)d Ta- 
rentum, were alone faved in the fhipwreck of 
jhe Grecian fortunes. From this aera we may 
4ate the eftabliflunent of the Norman powfr, 
which foon eclipfed the ^nfant colony of Aver- 
fa. Twelve counts (24) werj; chpfcn by the 

jpopular 

(14) Jeffrey Ma!«terrt, who rdttcttlie Sioiliaa «tr, $tad tte eon- 
qucft of Apulia (1. t. c.7, 8, 9. t^ ). The Jamr events are defcribpd 
by Cedr^nus (torn. li. p. 741—743. 75 ^« 75^) "<* Zooatai (com. 
ii. p. 137, 13JS.) ; and the Gfaelu ate io harden^ tp difsrac.^ fhjit 
their Barrativet are ^fiartitl efto«)gfc« 

<i3fCedmiot f^eeMei the vn^fi^ttf ibe ^hftqvtom (Fbryfia), and tbe 
fAt^ of the Thraceftanf (f.ydia ; confwlt GeuolUffitiae de ihcm^tibuji, 
i. 3, 4. with 0jrliO«*9 mep); aAd aftirwardia aamct th£ Pin<i«ni anj^ 
Lycaonians, 5»ith the fvderati. 

(«4) Oiiine« coaTcniantct bit fes nobHiores . 

Que* crA«$ etfiwicai morum decorabat ct ctta, 

EletSrc dtttcs. Pro? edit #1 comttat«im 

^ His 
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popular fuffragej and iag^, birth, and merit- 
were the motives ojF their choice. Tke tribute^ 
pf their peculiar diftrifts* were appropriated to 
their ufe ; and each count ereded a fortrefe in 
the myrf of his land^, apd at the head of his 
vaJQTals. In the centre t)f the prorinccj^ the 
common habitation of Bdelphi wag rjeleryed as 
the nietropolis ai\d . cit^el of the republic j 
an honfe.aiid feparate .quarter was aDotted to 
each of the twelve CQiijtits; and the national 
conceriis. were regulated by this military fenate. 
The firiS: . of his pejers, their prefident and 
general, was entitled CQiiiit of Apulia} and 
this dignity wais conferred ott William of the 
iron krm, who, in the Japguage of tUe Ajge, is 
ftyled a Iron in battl6,'i lanjb i.ii feciety^ and 

jchtrtatr an.ingel m cotuicii'V^ manned of hi? 

.r •w.M.,- cpuntrynxen'are fajny, delineated, by a toiitem* 
porary^and ^hationaf . hiftorian (26;, . *^ .TW 
•* Norittans, fays Malaterta, ^* ^re** a cunning 
" and revengeni^ peojpfe.^ efoquinice and ; di£ 
" fimulatipn appekr.ifo'be their hereSt^rytipa* 
** lities : they caii' ftpop to flatter yh^t imlefi 
« they are curbeil'by.the!'iieftraint oiF la^^ they 



pf the Nor« 



••? inii«-ilrr^ 



His »Vii parent. Copnitatu^ noinen honor!» 

Qtto doinaiitur erat* HS.totilun^qtit^ tfitrjty 

DWiCSic &bl, oi fc^rs injipica rep,ug;itt . . 

Singula proponent loc^({iiatf 'concifkgcre forte 
4 Cuiau^a Suci debent, et quzque tri.buta locorum. 
Aod after fpeaking ofMelphi, Williann Appolaa a^d^^ 

Pro nutnero comitum bit fex ftatu^re plateat 

ARfeedonoi comttom tottden fafarkaiitur in arlr. 
Leo Oftieafis (Lii. c. 67^ cnttmentss tbe diyifipoa of the ApuIIao eitt^, 
which it !« needleit to rep'ert. - ^ 

(1.5) ColSeliD. A^ppului, 1. iiv c fft. acoordijif to the reference •/ 
Giannoae (Iftoria Gvilc di Napoti, toai..ii. p. 31 )> which Jcmineit 
Teri'y in ^ke origina). TbeApalian praifes imieed! hit vMas nfira, 
fr$6ita» animi, and vi^ida evrfair; and declares^ thfit b«d he lived, 
•«o pOet could ha?e c^udled hia. meatt (1. i. p., 959. 1; ii. p^ asg.)- 
He was bewailed by the Normans, qatppe ^oi tsnti cosliltt viruin 
(fays Malaterra, J. i. c. Tt. pk 55^) r*m aume. ^^nvum, tarn fibi 
muDificum, affabilcm,.iftDtif eratum ulteriuaic'hahei!e«d»fiiid«hant. 

(16) The gent aftutiCiina,. injuriaram «Unx . u ;. . a^l«ri ktens .... 
tloquentiia inferdent, of Malaterra (I. i. c. 3. p. 550 ) are expreffive of 
'the popular aod proverbial chandler of the Normaiis. 
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^ indulge the Hcentioufne^ of nature and paf- 
*' fion. Their princes iffcGt the praife of popu- 
** lar munificence; the people obferve the me- 
^* dium, or Tather Wead the .extremes of ava- 
rice and prodigality^} and, in their eager 
third of wealth and dominion, -they defpfe 
** Mrhatcrer they poflefs, jmd liope whatever 
" they defire. Arms and 1iorfe§, the luxury 
^^ of drefe, the exercifes of hunting and hawk- 
*^ ing (27),- are the delight of the Normans ; 
'^* but, on preffing occafipns, ^heycan endure 
^ with incredible patience the inclemency of 
*^ every climate, and the toil and abftinence 
" of a military life (2&V 

The Normans of Apulisi werefeated on the Oppreffiwi 
verge of the two empires; and, according to ^^p^"*^*^^ 
the policy of the hour, they accepted the in- &i. ' 
Veftiture of their lands from the fovereiras of 
Germany or Conftantinbple. ' Biit the nrmeft 
title of thefe adventurers was the right of 
conqueft: they neither loved nor trufted; 
they were neither trotted' Ttior beloved: the 
contempt of the princes was mixed with fear, 
and the fear of the natives was mingled with 
hatted and reTentment. Evely objeflt of de- 
fire, an liorfe, a woman, a garden, tempted 
and gratified the rapaciotifnefs of the ilran- 
gers (19) ; and" the avarice of their chiefs was 
only coloured by the nione fyccious names of 

.ambitiou 

{47) Tlie littnting and htwkmc ViOft propeiHf belong to ^ de» 
fcendants of tke Norwegian fatlon % thdnjgh they migfit import from 
Norway ami Icdand the (ifieft caftt of fatcoAs' 

(a«) We'iwiy oomiMretbia portrait w\t& ^hat of William of Malmf- 
• bory (de Geftit Angloniffl. I. tit.- p. roi, \ei\9 v/ho appreciates, U^e 
a philpfophic hiftorian, the yices im) Yirtoes of the Saxons ^n^ Nor- 
mans. ' England was alTuredfy a gainer by the conqneft. 

(<9) The bfographer of St. Leo IX. .poors his hofy venpm on the 
Normansl- Videna-indifcipHnatam et alienam gentem Northanorum, 
crudeli et inavdita rahte et plufqaam PaganS impietate adverfus eccleiiaa 
Der- ivTurge^e, pafihn Cbriftianoa trutidare, itc, (Wibart. c. ^.) The 
honeft ApiiUan (I. ii. p. 259. ) ftyt calmly of their accnfer^ Veris com . 
mifccns falUcia. 
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ambitipn and glory. The twelve counts were 
fom^times joined in a league of injuftice : in 
their domeflic quarrels they difputed the fpoils 
pf the people : the virtues of William were 
buried in his grave; and Drogo, his brother 
^d fqccefibr, was better 'qualified to lead 
the valour, than to reftrain the violence, of 
his p^ers. Under the reigp of C^onflantine 
Monomachus, the policy, rather ithan benevo- 
lence, of the Byzantine court attempted to 
relieve Italy from this ad}ierent mifchief, more 
grievous than a flight of Barbarians (30); and 
ArgyruSy th^ fo^ of Melo, was invefted for 
this purpdfe with the moft lofty titles (31) 
and the moft ample cpmmiifion. The memory 
of his ^ther might recompiend hitn to tl)e 
Norm^s ; and he had already engaged their 
voluntary fervice to q^ell the revolt of Mania* 
ces, and to ayenga their own and the public 
injury. It was the defign of Conftanftine to 
tranfplant this warlike colony from the Italian 
provinces to thp Perfian >var ; and the fon of 
Melo diftributed among the ichiefs the gold 
and manufadures of Qreece, ^ the fi^ft fruits 
of the Imperial bounty. But his arts were 
baffled by the fenfe and fpirit of the conque* 
ror^«of Apulia : his gifts, or at leaft his pro- 
pofals, were rejeded; and ^hey nnanimoufly 
r.efpfed to relinquifli their poffeflions anji Aejr 

hopes 

(;q) TJip policy of 4ie Crttkjh fieyoU of Mao^cs^s^ fx, mo^ be 
wlUacd from Cc4renu8 (tom. ii. p. 757, 75a.), WiUtan Afpulvs (I. i. 
?• 257> >5S. 1- "• P- sS9-)» aod^ie twoCbroaic^es of Bvi, by Luput 
JProtofptta (Mnratoriy Script ItaL coqn. v. p, 49b> 43>44)» "Ud saano- 
Bymous writer (Antiquitat. Jtalix jnedii JEvi, torn. i. p* 31-^3$.). 
Jbit lift ii t fngment of fom^ valae. 

. (3O Argynii receivedy fayj the anooymoos cbironicje of Bari, im|^- 
rial lettert, Federat,u8 tt Patriciatus, et Catapani et Vcftatfis. lo bia 
Annals^ Muratori (torn. ▼iii. p. 426.) very properly reads or inrerprcfs^ 
pive/hutf, the title of 5ebaftQ» or Auguftui. But in bit Antiquities, be 
wat taught by Ducangc to jna^e it fL palatine office, mafter of t^e 
fra^^robe. • " " . ^ . 
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hopes for the diftant profped of Afiatic for- 
tune. After the means of perfuafion had failed, ^l^^f 
Argyrus refolved to compel or to deftroy : thelna^thrtwo 
Latin powers were folicited againft the com-*"P['^' 
mon enemy; and an* oflfenfive alliance was ,0491054. 
formed of the pope, and the two emperors of 
the Eaft and Weft. The throne of St. Peter 
was occupied by Leo the ninth, a fimple 
faint (32), of a temper moft apt to deceive 
himfeif and the world, and whofe venerable 
chara£ter would confecrate with the name of 
piety, the meafures Jeaft compatible with the 
pradice of religion. His humanity, was affed- 
ed by the ccmiplaints, perhaps the calumnies, 
of an injured people : the impious Normals 
had interrupted the payment of tithes ; and the 
temiporal fword might be lawfully un(heathed 
againft the fecrilegious robbers, who were deSif 
to the cenfures of the church. As a German 
of noble bijth and royal kindred, Leo had fr^ 
accels to the court and confidence of the empe- 
ror Henry th^ third ; and in fearch of arms and 
allies, ids ardent 2eal tranfported him from 
Apulia to Saxony, from the Elbe to the Tiber. 
During thefe hoftile preparations, Argyrus 01- 
<dulged himfeif in the ufe bf fecret and guilty 
weapons : ^ crowd of Normans became the vic- 
tims of public or private revenge ; and the v4- 
}iant Drogo was murdered in a church. But a. d. 1031. 
his fpirit furvived in his brother Humphrey, the 
^hird count of Apulia. The affaffins were chaf- 
jtifed; and the fon of Melo, overthrown and 
WP^Vk^dy was driven from the field to hide his 

fhame 



{3ft) A Life of St. Leo iX. deeply dnged with the pafliont'and pre- 
judices of the age, hai been compofed by Wibert, printed at Pa>t9» 
1615, in oAa?o, and finceinferted in the CoIleAionB of the Bollandifttf 
of Mabillon, and of Moratori. The public and priVate hiAory of that 
pope is diligently ticated by M. de St. Marc ( Abregc, torn. ii. p. 140—* 
210. and p. 15—95. %^ calttoin). 
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ihame behind the wails of Bari, and to await 

the tardy fuccour of his allies. 
£«p<dition 'But the j)ower of Conftantine was dittnStei 
uJ*« . by 2t Ti»kim war ; the oaind of Henry was feeble 
•gaiofttbe and irrefolute; and the pope, infi^ad of re* 

a!*^ *io53. P^^g *^^ -^ps ^^^ * Gcrqian army, was 
^companied only by a guard of feven hundred 
Swabians and fome volunteers of Lorraine. 
In his long pcogrefs from Mantua to Bene- 
ventum, a vile and {ffdmifcQcAis^ multitude of 
Italians was eidifted under ^e holy ftand- 
ard (33) j: the pdeft and the robber &^t in the 
fame tent; the pikes and crclfes were inter- 
mingled in the front; and 'the martial faint 
repeated Ae leibns of his yout^ in the torder 
of march, of entampment, and of rcombat. 
The Normans of Apulia could mufter in th^ 
field no mor^ than three thou&lkl horl^, with 
an handful 4>f in&intry : liie defection of the 
natives interx^epc&d their provifions and retreat ; 
and their fpirk, iscapabk of fear, was chilled 
fbr a moment by iup^ftitioss awe. • On the 
hoftile approach ci Leo^ they knek without dif- 
grace or reltufhince before their fpiritulil father. 
But the pop0 was inexorable; his Jofty Ger- 
xnans aff^ed to deridS the diminutive ftature 
•of their advtrfaries ; and ithe Normans were 
informed that d^th or ^xile was their x»ily 
-alternative/ Flight they difdained, and, as 
many of tbenp bad been thtjsje days Irithout tail^ 
-ing food,' they -esmbrac^d' the s(flruFaACe of a 
'iDore eafyand'honiburable death. 'Tb6y^lim'b- 
ed the hill of Civitella^ defcended into the 
'plain, and charged in three divifions the army 
^ - of 

. (33) See the expedition pf Leo IX. againA the Nomumc. See WillUm 
< Appuius (I. iUpt ft59--*«64.) and JefiVejr. MaUterta (I. i. c. 13, 14, 15. 
. P' 253.)* 'I'^^v v« iinpartialy aa Um iialional»i« eottatetbalaiMed by 
the^lefical, prejudice. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE HOMAN EMPIHJL agj 

Jbf the pope. On the left^ and in the -centre; hu defeat 
Richard count &( Av^Sx^ and Robert the fo%"V„„^'';[g; 
mcm^ Ouifcard^ attacked, broke, routed, and ^* 
^urfued nhe Italian multitudes, wh6 fougfac 
without difcipline and fled tinthiout ihaiiie. A 
harder trial was rdenred for Ithe yalbur of 
count Humphreyi^ wb& led the cavalry of the . 
right wing. The Germans (34) have been do* 
fcrib^d as ui^lfol in the management of the 
hdrfe . and liinee : bat dn foot ihey formed a 
ilrainig^nd impiencitn^ld phalan^t; and neither 
m±Rj ihOT fteed, nor ai-inour, . couid' reiift the 
weight of their long' and two4ianded f\inMrds. 
AfteFa ftvere dqnftift, they Wer<e'ei^cdmpafled 
by the fqiiadrotis retui?nki]^ from, the piurfoit ; 
md died in their ranks with the eReesa of 
their foes, and the iati$fa£Hoa ^f feveiigei The 
gates jof Civitella were fhut agairift ^he flying ;; 
pope, and he was overtaken b^ the pious iron-! . 
querors^ wboi kitkfi Ms feet to iinpiore his 
j>leflihg and the ab£>lutkm of their' finfixl ric- ^ 
iory. ' The foldiers beheld in their enemy and 
captive^ the vicar of Chrift ; and, though we 
may fuppofe the pglfcy of the chiefs, it is plrp- 
babtethat they were infeSed by the popular fu- 
perftition. lathe calm of retitefaieiit, the xvell- 
meaning pope deplored the effufion af Chrif- 
iaan hbod, which muft be . irpputed ' to his 
account: he felt, that he had been the author 
,of fin and |cand;jJi. and as his uftiicfrtaWng had 
JRailed, the mdecency^ of his miKtarf chara^er 
"'•' * " '^^/./: , . ' .. '."■'.,' :,"■.' was 



•W^) T4otfometi|ui»»ei«r»ile9K ^bMii» detort)i 
Fecerat ^gii pi^WIrt cerftfrif HIbi ; • 
Corpofir(l^JI«m^onfiiniiic»4itteb#fi«Dra ' ■ 
EflTe Tidtftaotur. 
' XKe^Vt^eroT i^tApbJ^^^ite'aomttiOtAj It ^hitrm^i^adigb ht heats 
hinfftft'* little in tfcte Iwtlte. V^npf Ms finniiies .ftom hawknig and 
"^ Vcrccry are dfefcripiiTe'^-HitiniWw 
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was univerfally condemned (35). With thefe 

difpofitionsy he liftened^to the offers of a bene- 

ificial treaty ; deferted an alliance which he had 

preached as the caufe of Obd; and ratified 

the pail and future conquefts of the Normans. 

Origin of By whatever hands diey had been ufurped, the 

iaTcSStm provinces of Apulia and Calabrht were a part 

to the Nor* ^f the douation o( Conftantine And the patri- 

""*' mony of St Peter: the grint and thp accept* 

ance confirmed the mutual claims of the pontiff 

and the adventurers. They proiBifed to fupport 

jeach other with fpiritttal and temporal arms ; ^ 

tribute or quit^rent of twieke-'pence was after^ 

wards ftipulated for ^every plough-land; and 

fince this memorabk tranfa^ion the kingdom c^ 

Naples. has remained above hvm hji^pdr^d y»r^ 

a fief of the Hdy See (36), 

^t^^a^ef pedigree of Robert Gulfcard {37) is 

Robmo JL varioufly deduced from tbe p^afants and th^ 

^^iLO ^^^^ of Normandy: frotn the pealants by the 

1020-1^5. pride and ignorance of a Or&ciiypt princefs (^8) ; 



<3 S) Several refpetft^ble cenfuns or coa>plaioti ^re produced by 1 
St. Marc (torn. li. p. aoQ — ^9^')- ^* ^^^t DaAii»n..m, xlie ocac 



fTfm 

rM.de 

. f oracle loi 

the times, had denied the pepei' i^e jright .of nnkiog war» the hermit 

, (lugeni eremi incoU) is arraigned by the cardinal, and Baronioi (Annal. 

Ecclcf. A. D* 105^ N* 10— 17O moft ftrenuonfly afletts the two (Worda 

- ©f Si. Peter* 

<36) The origin and nature of the ^apal inveftitures^ are aUy difcof. 
fed by Oiann6ne (Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn. S. p. 57 — 49. 571*^6.) 
: es a lawyer and aoti^narinn. Yet ^e tainiy ftrivca te reconcile the duties 
•f patriot and cathjpHc, ..adepts an empty diftin£^ion of « Ecclefia Ro. 
** mana non dedit fed accepit/* and Atinka fhwi en {loneft hotJangcroDa 
confie^n^ the^uth*. . 

(37) The birth, charaAer, and firft «£lTons of ]^obcrt Gui/card, nay- 
he found in Jeffrey Malatcrra (1. i. c. 3,4. ii. 16, 179 iS. 38, 39, 
40. }» William Appnlus (I. ii. p. ft5o— 26l.)» William Gemcticenfis ur 
of Jumieges (1. xi. c. 30. p. 663, 664. edit. Cambden), and Anna 
Comnena (Atexiad. I. !• p.ft3— ^y. K ^iv^p* 165* 166.), yfitfk the 
annotations of Ducange (Not. in-Aleffii^ p. f 30— 932. 32o.)» who 
has fwept all the French and Letia chronicles lor. iuppfcmental intcJJi* 
gence. > 

(3^)0^ tfMrtfTtt (A Grtek corrnption) 4rTop nv iioffumK rp^yme» 

vtn Ti^r «r9f»«c ^gain, t| m^pec wan; *rvx.^f «•! ft^xMniCs tnd 

clfewhere (I. iv» p«S4.)9 «ir« tTXfvm frowc im tv^vc At^fvc* Anna 
V CoQincna 
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from the dukes, by the ignorance and flattery 
of the Italian fubjefts (39;. His genuine der 
fcent may be afcribed to the fecond or middle 
order of private nobility (40). He fpraag from 
a race of valvaffirs or bannerets^ oS the diocefe 
of GoutanceSy in the lower Normandy : the 
caftle of, Hauteville was their honourable feat ; 
his &ther Tancred was confpicuous in the 
court and army of the duke ^ and his military 
fervice was. furniihed by ten foldiers or knights. 
Two marriages, of a rank not unworthy of 
his own, made him the father of twelve tons, 
who were educated at home by the impartial 
tendemefs of his fecond wife. But a narrow 
patrimony was infuiEcient for this numerous 
and daring proReny; they faw around the 
neighbourhood the mifchien of poverty and* 
difcord, and refolved to feek in foreign wars 
a more glorious inheritance. Two only re- 
mained to perpetuate the race, and cneriih. 
their father's age : their ten brothers, as they 
fucc^vely attained the vigour of manhood, 
departed from the caftle, psmed the. Alps, aiid 
joined the Apulian camp of the Normans. The 
elder were prompted by native fpirit; their 
fuccefs encouraged their younger brethren ; 
and the three fint in feniority, William, Drogo, 

and 

Comncaft wat born in the purple i yet Uer father vat no more than a 
private though iHuftriout iul^edt, who raifcd hioifelf to the empire. 

(39) Oiannone (torn. ii. p. a.) forgeta all hit origiaal autboriy and 
refts this princely defcent on the credit of Invegea, an Aoguftine monk of 
Palermo in the laft century. They continue the fncceffien of dukea from 
Rollo to William II. the Baftard or Conqueror, whom (bey bold (com- 
muoemente fi tiene) to be the father of Tancred of Hauteville : a moft 
ftraoge and ftopendooa blonder 1 The fona of Tancred fought in Appu- 
lia, before William II. was three years old (A. D. 1037). 

(40) The jodg^ent of Ducaoge ia juft and moderate : Certe humilia 
fuit ac tenuif Roberti faniilta, fi ducaUm et regium fpe^emus apicem, 
ad quem poftea pervenit ; qus hooefta lamen et prxter nobiliutn vulgariom 
ftatum et conditionem illoflrii habiu eft, ** que nee humi repcret nee 
« ahum quid tumeret** (Wilbeim. Malmjbur. dc Ccftii Anglorum> 
I. til. p. 107* Not. adyUexiad. p. %io.). 
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and I^briij^ey, dektved to be the ^felefe of 
their nation and the founders of the new re* 
public. Robert 5«ra8 the'eld*ft of the ftv#ft 
fohs 6f flie fecond marriage ; and even the re-* 
lu^stoi' piT&R: of his foe» ha» endowed him with 
the heroie (|uaUties of a feldiet and a ftatdman. 
His loft/ ftatiire furpa&d thetaHell of his army J 
his limbs were caft in the true proportion of 
fti-ength arfd gVitcefolnefs j and to thi detline 
of Kfe, he maintained the |>afient vigotir of 
health and the commanding dignity 6f hi* 
form- His cdmpkxion iras rdddy, his^ihoill- 
ders wcrt broad, Ms haar and beard were long 
and of a flaxen colour,^ Ms eyed fparkled with 
fire, and 'his^Toicie^, like-that of Achilies, tould 
imprefs obedience ^nd termor anridft the tumult 
of battle. In the ruder ages of thivatry^ fuch 
qualifications are not bdlcw thie notice - of the 
poet or hiftonan : they may obferve that Ro- 
bert, at oifce, and with efqnal de^cierity, e&^ld 
wield in the rigb^hand hfe- f^cs^, hi« Iaftc6 in 
the left ; that in the battle of Cfvitella, fee wtfs 
thrice unhorfej j and that • in the clofe of that 
ihiemorable day he xsras ^djiidged to have borne 
away the pize of valour from the warriors of^ 
the two armies (41). His bbuiidtefs ambkion 
was founded on the corifeioufaefe of fuperior 
worth : in the purfuit of greatnefs, he was 
never arrefted by the fcruples of jirilice, and 
feldgm moved by the feelings of humanity :^ 

though 

(41) I fliUl quote wtth p/tfafurc fortrc of the bed lines of tBeA'ptlitflr 
(1. ii. p. I7o0- ^ 

Pu«rfat Dttaque manO, nec lancea cafla, nee enfif 
CaflTus erit, qurotUnque mand dtducere teflet; 
'Ter iiejeftus equo, ter viribtfs ipfe reramptit I 
M»jOT In arms redlt: ftimulos futor ipfe mioiftrat. 
ITtLcti'fciJfm frenders, &c. > . - 

Kdlli/s Inhoe bell© ficuti poft betlJrprobatutil e(f," 
Viftor Tcl viftus, tain magncs eoiditi^ot* • 
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though not infexifible of fame, the choice of 
open or clandeftine xneans was determined only 
by his prefent advantage. The fumame of 
Gmfcard ^42) was applied to this mailer of 
political wtfdom, which is too often confounded 
with the practice of diilimulation and deceit ; 
and Robert is praifed by the Apulian poet for 
excelling the cunning of Ulyffes and the elo- 
quence of Cicero. Yet thefe arts were difguif- 
ed by an appearance of military franknefs : in 
his highefl fortune, he was acce:flible and cour- 
teous to his fellow-foldiers ; and while he in- 
dulged the prejudices of his new fubje^s, he 
affe^d in his drefs and manners to maintain 
the ancient falhion of his country. He grafped 
with a rapacious, that he might diftribute yfnfSH 
a liberal, hand: his primitire indigence had 
taught the habits of frugality ; the gain of a 
merchant was not below his attention ; and 
his prifoners were tortured with flow and unv 
feeling cruelty to force a dilcovery of their' 
fecret treafure. According to the Greeks, he 
departed from Normandy with only five follow- 
ers on horfeback and thirty on foot ; yet even 
this allowance ai^>ears too bountiful ; the fixtii 
fon of Tancred of Hauteville pafled the Alps 
as a pilgrim y amd his firfl: military band was- 
levied among the adventurers^ of Italy. Hh 
brothers and countrjn^ien had divided the fertile 
lands of Apulia ; but they guarded their (hares 
with the jealoufy of avarice : the afjinring youth 
was driven forwards to the mountains of Cala- 
bria, 

(41) The NorniaQ wrHen tnd editots moi^ con vcrfant with th^ir o^a 

x^iam, interpret Gttifcard or fFifrarJ, "by Ca/HJus, » cunning man. .The 
root fvf^) it f»tiiHiar to oBirear; and in the old mord ff^ifeacre^ I 
can difcern fomething of a fimilar fcufc ah4 t««n*oation. Tw? 4«^«i? 
wavi/^yeraroi, is no bad cranOatioo of the rurnaiD« and charaAer of 
Rol^ert. 
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bria, and in his 6rft exploits agamili the Greeks 
and the natives, it is not eafy to difcriminate 
the hero from the robber. To furprife a caftle 
or a convent, to enlhare a weakhy citizen, to 
plunder the adjacent villages for neceflary food^ 
were the obfcure labours which formed and 
exercifed the powers of his mind and body. 
The volunteers of Normandy adhered to his 
flandard; and, under his command, the pea^ 
fants of Calabria aflumed the name and cha- 
racter of Normans. 
Hiiambi- As the geuius of Robert expanded with his 
^^cth^ fortune, he awakened the jealoufy of his elder 
A. D. brother, by whom, in a tranfient quarrel, his 
1054-1080. jj£^ ^^^ threatened and his liberty reftrained. 
After the death of Humphrey, the tender age 
of his fons excluded them from the command ; 
they were reduced to a private eflate by the 
ambition oif their guardian and uncle; and 
Guifcard was exalted on a buckler, and fluted 
count of Apulia and general of the republic. 
With an encreafe of authority and of force, he 
refumed the conquefl of Calabria, and foon 
afpired to a rank that fhould raife him for ever 
above the heads of his equals. By fome a6ls 
of rapine or facrilege, he had incurred a papal 
excommunication : . but Nicholas the fecond 
was eafily perfuaded, that the divifions of friends 
could terminate only in their mutual prejudice ; 
that the Normans were the faithful champions 
of the Holy See ; and it was fafer to truft the 
alliance of a prince than the caprice of an arif* 
tocracy. A fynod of one hundred bifhops was 
convened atMelphi; and the count interrupt- 
ed an important enterprife to guard the perfon 
and execute the decrees of the Roman pon- 
tiff His gratitude and policy conferred on 

Robert 
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Robert axul his pafterity the dwcal title (43)^ 
with the inveftiture of Aptilia, Calabria, wA 
all the kuuls, both ia Itsdy and Sicily, which 
his fwor4 could reficue n*om the fchifmatic 
Gx^ks and the unbelieving Saracens (44)^ 
Tim apoftolic fandion nught juftify bi3 arms ; 
but the obedience of a free and vidorious peo* 
jpie couid not be transferred without their con- 
feat { and Guiicard diflembled his elevation tiU 
the eafuing 4::ampaign had been illuftrated by 
the conqueil of Gonfenza and Reggio, In the 
hour of triiui^h, he affembled his troops, and 
folicited the Normans to confirm by their fuf- 
frage the juxlgment of the vicar -o^f Chrift : the fol- ^^^^f 
diers haiied with joyful acclamations their valiant aI^d! w6o. 
4.ukej and the counts, bis former equals, pro- 
nounced the oath of fidelitv, with hollow fmiles 
and fecret indignation. After this inauguratiox:^ 
Robert llyled himfelf, " by the grace of God 
^ and St. Peter, duke orApwIia^ Calabria, and 
" hereafter of Sicilyj" andk was the labour pf 
twenty years to deferve and realize thefe lofiy 
appeJktions. Such tardy 'progrels, in a. narrow 
Ipace, may feem .unwpxthy of the abHitSes pf 
the chief and the fpirit pf the nation : but the 
Normans were few in aumber; their refources 
were fcanty ; their fervice was vohintary and 
precarious. . The hraveil defigns of the duke 
were Ibmetimes oppofed by the free voice of his 
Vol. X. R parliament 



<43) TbeM^Qt^tioB ef %kt AactA Viflth^ Robert Culfcaf 4 ii p nice 
and obfcore tbufineft. With the .good advice of Giannone, Muratorj} 
and St. Mate, I have eadetyouKd to -fomi a eoofifteat a|id ,pi«lidbl^ 
iMrratWe, 

(44) Baroniut (Annal. Bcclef. A. D. 1059. N* (9.) has poUUbci^ 
the original •&, He profefles to have copied it from the Liier Ceitfuumt 
a Vatican MS. Yet a Liber Cenfuum of the xii<^ century hai been 
printed by Maratori (Antiquit. medii ^vi, torn. v. p. S$i-*-9o^): and 
tl^e naoacs of Vatican and Cardinal awaken thr-fofptctona of a protef- 
tant, and even of a pfailofopher. 
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parliament of barons : the twelve counts of poi"- 
pillar eledion, confpired againfl: his authority ; 
and againfl their perfidious uncle, the fons of 
Humphrey demanded juflice and revenge. By 
his policy and vigour, Guifcard difcovered their 
plots, fupprefied their rebellions, and punifhed 
the guilty with death or exile : but in thefe do'- 
meflic feuds, his years, and the national flrength^ 
were unprofitably confumed. After the d^eat 
of his foreign enemies, the Greeks, Lombards, 
and Saracens, their broken forces retreated to 
the flrong and populous cities of the fea-coaft. 
They excelled in the arts of fortification and 
defence; the Normans were accuftomed to 
ferve on horfeback in the field, and their rude 
attempts could only fucceed by the efforts of 
perfevering courage. The refiflance of Salerno 
was maintained above eight months : the fiege 
or blockade of Bari lafled near four years. In 
thefe actions the Norman Duke was foremoft 
in every danger ; in every fatigue the hA and 
mofl patient. As he preffed the citadel of Sa- 
lerno, an huge ftone from the rampart fhattered 
one of his military engines ; and by a fpHnter 
he was wounded in the breafl. Before the 
gates of Bari he lodged in a miferable hut or 
barrack, compofed of dry branches, and thatch- 
ed with flraw ; a perilous flation, on all fides 
open to the inclemency of the winter and the 
fpears of the enemy (45). 
Si'-S£f" The Italian coniqucfls of Robert correfpond 
with the fimits of the prefent kingdom of 
Naples ; and the countries united by his arms 
have not been difTevered by the revolutions of 

feven 



' (45) Read tfie life of Guifctrd in tb^ fecond and third books of the 
Apuliao, the firft and fccond books of Malaterra. 



coo^ueib. 
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feven hundred years (46). The monarchy has 
been compofed of the Greek provinces of Ca- 
labria and Apulia, bf the Lombard principality 
of Salerno, the republic of Amalphi, and the 
inland dependencies of the large and ancient 
duchy of Beneventum. Three diftrids only 
were exempted from the common law of fub- 
je£lion ; the firft for ever, and the two laft 
till the middle of the fucceeding century; 
The city and immediate territory of Bene^ 
vento had been transferred, by gift or exchange, 
from the German emperor to the Roman pon- 
tiff; and although this holy land Was fome- 
times invaded, the name of St. Peter Was 
finally more potent than the fword of the Nor* 
mans. Their firft colony of Averfa fubdued 
and held the flate of Capua ; and her princes 't 

were reduced to beg their bread before the 
palace of their fathers. The dukes of Naples, 
the prefent metropolis, maintained the popular 
freedom, under the fliadow of the Byzantine 
empire. Among the new acquifitions of Gui- 
fcard, the fcience of Salerno (47), and the 
trade of Amalphi (48), may detain for a mo- School of 
ment the curiofity of the reader. I. Of the ^^•'^ 
learned faculties, jurifprudence implies the pre- 
R 2 vious 

• 

(46) The conqueUt of Robert OuffcarJ and Roger I, the exeoip^jtion 
of Benevento and the xii provincfs of the kiogdom^ are fairly expofed 
hy Gianoone in the fecond volume of* hit IftoriaCiTile> 1. ix, Xi xi. ao^ 
1. xvii. p. 460—470 This modern divifioo wat not cftabliihed before 
the tiAC of Frederic 11. 

(47) Giansa^ne (torn. ii. p> it9^-i»70> Mi>f*5«n (Antiqtiitat. medil 
Mvi, tom< iii^diiTert. xliv p. 935, 930.). and Tirabofchi (Iftoria della 
Letteratura Italiana), have given an hiftorical accoant of thefe pfayficiaof } 
their medical knowledge and pradicc moft be left ro oor phy6ciant. 

(48) At the end of the Hiftoria Pandefiarum tff Henry Brencman 
(Traje£li ad Rhenum, 1722, in 4*0)9 the indefatigable author hat 
inferted two differtations, de Repnblica AmalphitanI, and de Amalphi a 
Pifanis direpta> which are built on the teftimoniet of one hundred and 
forty writers. Yet he has forgotten two moft imporUnt paffages-of the 
embafly of Liutprand (A.D. 969), which compare the trade and navi- 
gation of Amalphi with that of Veoice. , 
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viQus eftabUflimeni of laws ^nd property ; and 
theology may perhaps be fuperfeded by the 
lull Ught of religion and reafon. But the fa- 
vuge and the iage muft alike implore the affift- 
imce of phyfic ; and, if our difea&s are inflam* 
^4 by luxury, the mifchiefs of blows and 
wounds would be mor^ frequent in the ruder 
Hg^s of fociety. The treafures of Grecian me- 
dicine had been communicated to the Arabian 
colonies of Africa, Spain, and Sicily ; and in 
the intercourfe of peace and war, a fpark of 
knowledge had been kindled and cherifhed at 
Salismo, an iUuftrlous city, in which the men 
were honeft and the women beautiful (49). A 
fehool, the firft that arofe in the darknefs of 
{Europe, was confecrated to the healing artr 
the ponfcience of monks and bilhops was re- 
conciled to that falutary and lucrative profef- 
fioti I und a crowd of patients, of the moft 
eminent rank and moft diftant climates, invited 
Dr vifited the phyfidans of Salerno. They 
were prote£ted by the Norman conquerors; 
ind Guifcard, though bred in arms, could dif* 
cere the merit and value of a philofopher. Af* 
ter a pilgrimage of tfairtyruine years, Gonftan- 
tine, an African ChrHlian, returned from Bag- 
^^, a mafter of the language and learning of 
the Arabians } and Salerno was enriched by 
the praftice, the leffons, and the writings, of 
$he pupil of Avicenna. The fchool of medi- 
cine has long flept in the name of an univerfity ; 
but her precepts s^re abridged in a firing of 

aphor^ms^ 

(49) Urbt Utii «oii tO. hac delitiofior urbr» 

Frugibuf, atboribui, vino redundat ; et unde 
Non tibi ponu^ nuce«, non pulcbn palaUa defunty 
Non iftcm muliebris abcft probitafque virorans. 

(QttliclmiM Appiilii8| 1. ili. p. 9*670 
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^horifms, bound together in the Leonine 
verfes, or Latin rhymes of the twelfth cen- 
tury (5©). IL Seven miles to the weft of Trade rf 
Salerno, and thirty to the fduth of Naples, the ^""*^^*''" 
obfcure town of Amalphi difplayed the po^er 
and rewards of induftry. The land^ however 
fertile, was of narrow ejitent ; but the fea was 
acceflible and open z the inhabitants firft affum-. 
ed the office of {applying the Weftern world with 
the manufaftures and ptoduftions of the Eaft ; 
and thi« ufeful traffic was the fource of their 
opulence and freedom. The government Was 
populai', under the aclminiftration of a .duke 
and the fupremacy of the Creek emperor. 
Fifty thoufand citizens Were numbered in the 
walls of Amalphi; not was any city more 
abundantly provided with gold, filver, and the 
objedls of precious luxury. The mariners trfio 
fwarmed in her port excelied in the theory and 
praftice of navigation and aftronomy ; and the 
difcovery of the compafs, which has opened 
the globe, is due to their ingenuity or good 
fortune. Their trade was extended to the coafls, 
or at leaft to the commodities^ of Africa;, 
Arabia, and India; and their fettlemems in 
Conftantinople, Antioch, Jerufalem, and Alex- 
andria, acquired the privileges of independent _ 
.colonies (51). After three hundred years of 

profperity. 



($0) Muratori ctrries their antiquity abdve the year (1066) of the 
.death of Edward the ConfefTor, the rg» An^hrum to^ whom they are 
.addreflTcd.^ Nor it this date affected by the opinion, or rather miftake, 
of Pafquier (Recherches de la France, 1. vii. c. a.) and Ducange 
.{GloiTar. Latin.% The practice of rhyming> as early as the vii*^ cen- 
;tury, was borrowed from the languages of the North and Eaft (M«ratori, 
Antiquital. tom. iii.diffcrt. xl. p. 686 — 708.). 

(51) The defcription of Amalphi, by William the Apwllan (I, iii. 
;]>. 267. ), contains much trtith and fome poetry j and the third line may 
ibe applied to the failor*f compafs i 

Nnlh 
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profperity, Amalphi was oppreffed by the arm^ 
of the Normans, an<J fackqd by the jealoufy 
of Pifa ; but the poverty of one thoufand 
fifhermen is yet dignified by the remains of 
an arfenal, a cathedral, and the palaces of royal 
merchants, 
conqueftof Rogcx", the twelfth and laft of the fons of 
countR4er,Tancreid, had been long detained in Norman- 
A.D. 'dy by his own and his father's age. He ac- 
1060. 1090, ^gpjg^ ^i^g welcome fummons ; haftened to 
the Apujian camp ; ^pd deferved at firft the 
efteem, and afterwards the envy, of his elder 
brpthey. Their valour and ambition were 
equal; but the youth, the beauty, th? eleg?mt 
manners, of Roger, engaged th^ difinterefted 
Jove of the foldiers aujd people. So fcanty 
was his allowance,^ for himfeljF and forty follow- 
ers, that he defcended from conqueft to rob- 
bery, and from robbery to dpmeftic theft ; 
and fp loofe were the notions of property, 
that, by his own hiftorian, at his fpecial com- 
mand, he is accufed of ftealing horfes frpm 
a ftable at Melphi (52). His fpirit emerged 
from poverty and difgrace : from thefe bafe 
practices he rofe to the merit and glory of a 

holy 

Nulla magtt locaples argent*, veilibus, auro 
PartibttS iimuaieris ; hac plurioiuf urbe morat^r 
Nauta maris cmli^ui v'tMS aperire peritus. 
Hue et Alexandri diverfa feruntur ab urbe 
Regit, et Antiochi. Gent haec freta plurima tran£t. 
Hit Arabet, lodi, Siculi nafcuntur et Afri. 
Haee gent eft totum prope nobilitata per or4>eia» 
£t merc^odo ferent, «t amans mercata refer re. 

($l) Latrocioio armigerorum fuorum in multis fuftentabatur, qHo4 
quidem ad ejua ignomiohm non dicimus ^ fed ipfo. ita praecipiente 
adhuc viliora et reprehen6biliora dl£Vuri fumut ut piuribut patefcat, 
fjuatn laboriofe et cum quantt angui^iS a profunda paupercate ad 
fufflmum (;uJmen divitiarum vel honoris attigerit. Such it the preface 
of Malaterra (1. i. c. 25) to the horfe-fteaiing. From the moment 
(1. i. c. 19.) that he hat mentioned his patron Roger, the elder brother 
^nkt into the fecond chara£ler. Something fimilar in Velleiut Pa- 
tercuiui may beobferved of Auguftut and Tiberii^t. 
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lioly war; and the invafion of Sicily was fecond- 
ed by the zeal and policy of his brother Guif^ 
card. After the retreat of the Greeks, the 
idolaters, a moft audacious reproach of the Ca- 
tholics, had retrieved their lolTes and poiTeffions ; 
but the ddiverance of the illand , fo vainly un- 
dertaken by the forces of the Eaftern empire, 
was atchieved by a fmall and private band of 
adventurers (53). In the firft attempt, Roger 
braved, in an open boat, the real and fabulous 
dangers of Scylla and Charybdis ; landed with 
only fixty foldiers on a hoftile ftore ; drove the 
Saracens to the gates of Meflina ; and fafely re-' 
turned with the fpoils of the adjacent country. 
In the fortrefs of Trani, his adive and patient 
courage were equally confpicuous- In his old 
age he related with pleafure, that, by the dif- 
trefs of the fiege, himfelf, and the countefs 
his wife, had been reduced to a fingle cloak 
or mantle, which they wore alternately : that 
in a fally his horfe had been llain, and he 
was dragged away by the Saracens; but that 
he owed his refcue to his good fword, and 
had retreated with his faddle on his bac^k, lefl 
the meaneft trophy might be left in the hands 
oi the mifcreants. In the fiege of Trani, three 
hundred Normans withftood and repulfed the 
forces of the ifland. In the field of Ceramio, 
fifty thoufand horfe aiid foot were overthrown 
by one hundred and thirty fix Chriftian fol- 
diers, without reckoning St. George, who 
fought on horfeback in the foi'emoft ranks. 
The captive banners^ with four camels, were 

referved 

(53] Duo Hbi proficua depuUns animx fcilicet et corporit fi terrain 
•Idolis deditam ad cultum divinum revocaiet (Galfrid. Malaterra, J. ii. 
.c. i). The conqueft of Sicily is reUted in the three laft books, and 
|ie binaCelf has given an accurate Aimmary of the chapters ($» 544^t> 
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rcfervcd for the fucccffor of St. Peter j and 
had thefe Barbaric fpoils been expofed, not ii| 
the Vatican, btrt in the Capitol, they might 
have revived the memory of the Puttie tri- 
umphs. Thefe infofficiejrt numbers of the 
fTormans moft probabty denote their knights, 
the foldiers of honourable and emiefbrian lank, 
each of whom was^ attended by five or fix fol- 
lowers in the fieM (54); yet, with the aid 
of this mterpretation, and after every fair al- 
lowance on the fide of valour, arms, and re- 
putation, the difcomfituTe of fo many myriai^ 
win reduce the prudent reader to the alterna- 
tive of a miracle or a fable. The Arafes of 
Sicily derived a frecpient and powerful fiic^ 
cour from their countrymen of Africa; in 
the fiege ©f Palermo, the Norman cavalry was 
affifted by the galiies of Pifa ; and in the hour 
of aftion, the envy of the two brothers was 
fublimed to a generous and invincible emu- 
lation. After a war of thbty years (S5)j Roger, 
with the title of great count, obtained the 
fovereignty of the largeft and moft fruitful' 
ifland of the Mediterranean ; and his admini- 
ftration difplays a liberal and enlightened nrind 
above the limits of his age and education. 
The Moflems were maintained in the free en- 
joyment of their religion and property ($6) : 

a phir- 

(54) Seethe word tniHtert ift the tjtdo CloflRiry of Dttcan^ 
(S^) Of odd partkolarsa I learn from MaUtvrra, that the Arah? 
had introduced into Sicily the ufe of camels (!• i. c. 33.) and of canier- 
pf^eons (c. 42.) 9 <ind' tlHt the bite of the uoantuU pro^voke;! a. 
windy difpoHtion, quae per pnum inhonefte crepitando energit : ^ 
iymptom tnoft ridicoloufly felt hy the whole Norman army in their 
camp near Palermo (c. 36.). 1 ^all add an etymology not noworthy 
of the xl*^ century : Miffanet is derived f fom Megis^ the place from 
whence the harvefts of theifle were fent In tribute to Rome (1. H. c. i.). 
(56) See the capitulation of Palermo ki Malaterra, 1. ii. c. 45. tnd 
.Giannone, who remarks the general tolerftion of the Saracens (too. it. 
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^ pMl^opher and phyfician of Mazsra, e£ 

ibe race ol Mahomet, harangued the con^ 

queroF, and was invited to court; his geo«r 

gra^hy dF the feven climatcs^ was tranfl^ted into 

Latin ; and Roger, after a diligent perufal, pre^ 

ferred the work of the Arabian to the writ«- 

ingfr of the Grecian Ptolemy (57)* A remk 

nanc of Chriftian natives had promoted the 

ftjccefs of the Normans: they were rewarded 

hf the triumjA oi the Crofs. The ifkmd was re^ 

ftc^ed to the jiirifdiftion of the Ro«ian pontiff; 

new bifliops were planted in the principal 

cities ; and the clergy was &tisfied by a liberal 

endowment of churches or monafteries. Yet tha 

Catholic hero afferted the rights of the civil 

magiftrate. Inftead of refigning the inveftiture 

xj€ benefices, he dexteroufly applied to his own 

profit the papal claims: the fupremacy of the 

crowB was fecured and enlarged, by the fin- 

g^lar bull which declares the princes of Sicily 

hereditary and perpetual legates of the Holy 

See (58). 

To Robert Guifcard, the conqueft of Sicily f^^^J'JJ"- 
was more glorious than bcnefacial-: the poffef-EafternEm- 
ifion of Apufia and Galabrk was inadequate' 5|''^ 

to ' ' " '* 



(^7) John Leo Afer, de Medicit et Philorophis Arablbus, c. 14. 
.i^pud Fabric. BibJiot. Orjec.tom. xili. p. 27S»27^. This philofopher 
is named Efieripb Efl'acbaili, and he died in Africa, A. K. $16. 
A. D. Ilia. Yet thia ftorjr bears a ftrangc refemblance to the Shcrif 
al Edriffiy who prefented his book (Geographia Nubienfis, fee preface^ 
p. 88. 90. 170.) to Roger king of Sicily^ A, H. 548. A. D. 1153 
{d'Herbclot. Bibliothcque Orientale, p. 7S6, Prideaux's Life of 
Mahomet, p. 188. Petit de la Croix, Hift. de Gengifcan, p. 535, 
53B. Cafirj, Bibliot, Arab. Hifpan. torn. ii. p. g,~^i^,)i and I am 
afraid of fome miftake. 

(s8)MaIaterra remarks the foundation of the btHiopricks (]. iv. c. 7.), 
and produces the original of the ball (1. iv. c. ag). Giannone gives 
A rational idea of this privilege, aad the tribunal of the monarchy 
of Sicily (torn. Vu p. 95 — loa.); and St. Marc (Abrege, tom. iii. p. 
J17— 301. i«» column) labours the cafe with the diligence of aSiciJiaa 
lawjer. 
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to his ambition; and he refolved to embrace 
or create the firft occafion of invading, perhaps 
of fubduing, the Roman empire of the Eaft 
(59). From his firft wife, the partner of his 
humble fortunes, he had been divorced under 
the pretence of confanguinity ; and her fon 
Bohemond was dellined to imitate, rather than 
to fucceed, his illuftrious father. The fecond 
wife of Guifgard was the daughter of the prin- 
ces of Salerno; the Lombards acquiefced in 
the lineal fucceffion of their fon Roger ; their 
five daughters were given in honourable nup- 
tials (60), and one of them was betrothed in 
a tender age, to Conftantine, a beautiful youth, 
the foa 3nd heir of the emperor Michael (6 1). 
But (the throne of Conftantioople was fhaken 
by a revolution ; ihe Imperial family of Ducas 
was conned jto the palace or the cloifter ; and 
Robert deplored, and r^fented, the difgrace of 
his daughter and the expulfion x)f his ally* A 
Greek, who AyJed hjnjfelf the father ot Con- 
flantine, foon appeared at Salerno, and related 
the adventures of his fall and flighf. That 
unfortunate friend was acknowledged by the 
duke, and adorned with the pomp and titles 

(59) In the fit ft expedition of Robert agaipft the Greeks, I follow 
Anna Comnena (the i«% iii**, iv^\ and ▼*»» books of the Alexiad). 
William Appula8(UiT'*»and ¥»\ p 170— 175 ), and Jeffrey Malaterra 
(1. iii. c. 13, 14. 14—^9. 39.). Their information is coatemporary and 
authentic, but none of them were eye-witnelTes of the war. 

(60) One of them was married to Hugb> the Ton of Pi%to, or Axo, 
a marquis of Lombardy, rich, powerful, and nohU ^Golielm. AppuL 
1. iii. p. 267. ), in the xi«*» century, aad whofe anceftors in the x*** and 
xi^i" are explored by the critical induftnr of t.eibnita and Maratori. 
From the two elder fens of the marquis Axzo, are derived the illuf- 
trious lines of Brunfwick and Elle» See Muratori, Antichita Eftenfi, 

(61} Anna Comnena, fomewbat too wantonly, praifes and bewails that 
handfome boy, who, after the rupture of his barbaric nupt^ials (1. i. p, 
%%.), was betrothed as her hufband ; he was ayaXf^iu ^aa-tets .... dcy 
X*^ <|>tXoTt^»j^» .... xj^a-it yivtff avoppoitf &c. p. 17.). Elfewhere, (he 
describes the red and white of bis Ikio, his hawk^s eyes, ^c. 1. ^ii, 
jp. 7». 
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of Imperial dignity: in his triumphal pro* 
grefs through Apulia and Calabria, Michael (62) 
was fainted with the tears and acclamations of 
the people ; and pope Gregory the feventh 
exhorted the bifhops to preach, and the Catho- 
lics to fight, in the pious works of his reftora- 
tion. His converfations with Robert were 
frequent and femiliar; and their mutual pro- 
mifes were juftified by the valour of the Nor- 
mans and the treafures of the Eaft. Yet 
this Michael, by the confeflion of the Greeks 
and Latins, was a pageant and impoftor; a 
monk who had fled from his convent, or a 
domeftic who had ferved in the palace. The 
fraud had been contrived by the fubtle Guif» 
card; and he trufted, that after this pretender 
had given a decent colour to his arms, he 
would fink, at the nod of the conqueror, into 
his primitive obfcurity. But viftory was the 
only argument that could determine the belief 
of the Greeks ; and the ardour of the Latins 
was much inferior to their credulity : the 
Norman veterans wifticd to enjoy the har- 
veft of their toils, and the unwarlike Italians 
trembled at the known and unknown dan- 
gers of a tranfmarine expedition. In his 
he^ levies, Robert exerted the influence of 
gifts and promifes, the • terrors of civil and 
ecclefiaftical authority; and fome afts of vio- 
lence might juftify the reproach, that age 
i?ind infancy were preflTed without difl:in£lion into 

the 

(6a) Anna Comneoa, 1. i. p. 2^, 19. GoYirltn. Appnl. I iv, p. 271. 
Oal rid. Malaterra, 1. hi. c. l^. p. 570, 580. Malaterra it more cauiiout 
in his ftyle : but the Apuliao ii bold aod poiitiTe. 

— Mentitus fe Michaelem 
Venerat a Danai quidam feauAor ad ilium. 
Ai Gregory VII. had believed, Baroniut, almoft alone^ recognizea the 
vCcnperor Miciiad (A. D. xoSo, N^ 44.)* 
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the fervice of their unrelenting prince. After 
two years inceflant preparations, die land and 
naval forces were aflembled at Otranto, at the 
heel, or extreme promontory, of Italy; and 
Robert was accompanied by hi? wife^ who fought 
by his fide, his Ion Bohemond, and the reprefeata- 
dve of the emperor Michael. Thirteen hundred 
knights (63) of Norman race or difcipliae, 
formed the fmews of the army, which might 
be fwelled to thirty thoufand (64) followers of 
every denomination. The men, the horfes, the 
arms, the engines, the wooden towers, covered 
. widi raw hides, were embarked on board one 
liundred and fifty veiTels : the tranfpof ts had 
:been Jt>uilt in the ports of Italy, and the gal- 
lies were fupplied by the alliance of the republic 
,pf Ragufsu 
Siege of At &e mouth of the Adriatic gulf, the fhores 
Darazzo, ^f Italy and Epirus jincli^e towards each other. 
jiA^'i7!^'*The fpace between Brundufium and Durazzo, 
the Roman pafTage, is no more than one hun- 
dred miles (6$) ; at the laft ftationof Otranto, it 
is contracted to fifty (66); and this narrow dif- 
iance h?d fuggefted to Pyrrhus ^pd Pompey the 

/^blimi: 

(63) Ipfe armiitae^ militwe -non plofquam -mc'cc militea iecoi^ 
habuide, ab eis qai eidem negotio interfoerunt atteftatur (Mahterra^ 
1. iii. c. 24. p. SS3.). Thefe are the fame whdm thtf Apuliao (I. ty. 
p. 273.) ftylet the equeftris gens ducit, equites de gente ducis. 

(64) Elf TptMcevra X'^^*^*^' ^J^ Anna Cooinena (Alexias^ 1. i. p.37.)j 
and her account tallies with the number and lading of the ihipt. Ivit ifi 
•Dyrrachiam cun xv millibus homtouaif fays the Chronifon Brere Nor- 
.fliannicum (Mpratori, Scriptorea, torn. t. p. 178.). I hvve endea-vourei 
40 reconcile thefe reckoninga. 

(65) The Itinerary of Jem falem (p. 609. edit. Wefleling) gives a true 
ind reafonahle fpace of a thoufand ftadia, or one hundred miles, which is 
ftrangely #oublc4 by Scrabo (1. .ti. p«433.) and Pliny (Hift. Natur. iii. 
16.). 

(66) Pliny (Htft. Nat. iii. 6. 16.) allows pnnmiapfaa millta for thia 
breviffimus curfus, and agrees with the real diAance from Otranto to 
La Vallona, or Aulon (d*Anviile, Analyfe it fa Carte des Cotes de la 
Grcce, -&c. p. 3 — 6,), HermoUos Barbarus, who fubftitutes centttm 
(Hardutn, Not. \xw\. in Plin. 1. iii.), might have been correded by eyery 
Venetian pilot who had failed out of the guiph. 
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Aibiime or extravagant idea of a bridge. Before 
the general embarkation, the Norman duke dif- 
patched Bohemond with fifteen gallies to feize 
or threaten the ifle of Corfu, to furvey the oppo- 
(ite coafty and to fecure an harbour in the neigh- 
bourhood of Vallona for the landing of the 
troops. They pafTed and landed without per- 
ceiving an enemy ; and this fuccefsful experi- 
ment difplayed the negleft and decay of the 
naval power of the Greeks. The iflands of 
Epirus and the maritime towns were fubdued 
by the arms or the name of Robert, who led his 
fleet and army from Corfu (I ufe the modern 
appellation) to the fiege of Durazzo. That 
city, the weftem key of the empire, was guard- 
ed by ancient renown, and recent fortifications, 
by George Palaeologus, a patrician, viftorious 
in the Oriental wars, and a numerous garrifon 
of Albanians and Macedonians, who, in every 
age, have maintained the charaftcr of foldiers. 
In the profecution of his enterprifc, the courage 
of Guifcard wa$ affailed by every form of dan- 
ger and mifchance. In the moft propitious fea- 
fon of the year, as bis fleet paffed along the 
coaft, a ftorm of wind and fnow unexpeSedly 
arofe: the Adriatic was fwelled by the raging 
blaft of the fouth, and a new fhipwreck confirmed 
the old infamy of the Acroceraunian rocks (67). 
The fails, the mafts, and the oars, were fhatter- 
ed or torn away j the fea and fhore were covered 
with the fragments of veflels, with arms and dead 
bodies ; and the greateft part of the pTOvifions 
were either drowned or damaged. The ducal 

galley 



(67) Infames fcopulos Acroceraunia, Horat. carm. i. 3. The precipi- 
^em Africum decertaotem Aquilonibus et rabiem Noti, and the mooftra- 
Aataatia of the Adriatic, are fomewbat enlarged ; but Horace trembling 
for the life of Virgil, Is an iatttefting moment in the hiftory of poetry 
and friendlbipt 
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galley was laborioufly refcued from the waved,^ 
and Robert halted feven days on the adjacent 
cape, to coUeft the relics of his lofs and revive the 
. drooping fpirits of his foldiers. The Normans 
were no longer the bold and experienced mari- 
ners who had explored the ocean from Green- 
land to mount Atlas, and who fmiled at the petty 
dangers of the Mediterranean^ They had wept 
during the tempeft ; they were alarmed by the 
hoftile approach of the Venetians, who had been 
folicited by the prayers and promifes of the By- 
zantine court. The firft day's aftion was not 
difadvantageous to Bohemond^ a beardlefs youth 
(68), who led the naval powers of his father. 
All night the gallies of the republic lay on their 
anchors in the form of a crefcent ; and the vic^ 
tory of the fecond day was decided by the dex^ 
tenty of their evolutions, the ftation of their ar- 
chers, the weight of their javelins, and the bor- 
rowed aid of the Greek fire. The Apulian and 
Ragufian veffels fled to the fhore, feveral were 
cut from their cables and dragged away by the 
conqueror ; and a fally from the town carried 
flaughter and difmay to the tents of the Nor- 
man duke. . A feafonable relief was. poured 
into Durazzo, and as foon as the befiegers 
had loft the command of the fea, the iflands 
and maritime towns withdrew from the camp 
the fupply of tribute and provifion. That camp 
was foon afilided with a peftilential difeafe; 
five hundred knights perifhed by an inglorious 
death ; and the lift of burials (if all could ob- 
tain a decent burial) amounted to ten thou- 

fand 



(68) Tm h i(C Tcv mtaywa avm t^^icarem ( AlexiM, I. iir. p. io6.). 
Yet the Normans fliaved, and the Venetians wore, their beard* ^ tbejc 
fnuft have derided the no beard of Bobemoad ; to harfli interpretation ! 
(Ducange, Not ad Alcziad, p. aS3.) , 
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fand perfons. tinder tbefe calamities, the mind 
of Guifcard alone was firm and invincible : 
and while he coUefted new forces from Apulia 
and Sicily, he battered, or fcaled, or fapped, 
the walls of Durazzo. But his induftry and 
valour were encountered by equal valour and 
more perfeft induftry. A moveable turret, of 
a fize and capacity to contain five hundred 
foldiers, had been rolled forwards to the foot 
of the rampart : but the defcent of the door or 
draw-bridge was checked by an enormous beam, 
and the wooden ftrudture was inftantly confumed 
by artificial flames. 

While the Roman empire was attacked by^^*^j|™y 
the Turks in the Eaft and the Normans in theof th^'IL. 
Weft, the aged fucceflbr of Michael furrender-PJ^'**^^*J^ 
ed the fceptre to the hands of Alexius, an il-se^db^r. 
luftrious captain, and the founder of the Com- 
nenian dynafty. The princefs Anne, his daugh- 
ter and hiftorian, obferves, in her affefted ftyle, 
that even Hercules was unequal to a double 
combat; and, on this principle, ihe approves 
an hafty peace with the Turks, which allowed 
her father to undertake in perfon the relief of 
Duzarro. On his acceifion, Alexius found the 
camp without foldiers and the treafury without 
money ; yet fuch were the vigour and adlivity 
of his meafures, that in fix months he afTem- 
bled an army of feventy thoufand men (69), 

and 



(69) Muratori (Aanali d*Ita!ia, torn. ix. p. 1361 137.) obfenres, that 
fonx Aathors (Petrns Diacon. Chron. Caiiaeo. 1. lii. c 49.} compore 
the Greek army of 17O1O00 men, but that the hundred vmj be ftruck off, 
and that Malaterra reckons only 70,000 : a flight inattention. The paf- 
iage to which he alludes, is in the Chronicle of Lupus Protofpata (Script 
Ital. torn. %, p. 45.). Malaterra (1. ir. c. 27.) fpeaks in high, but inde- 
finite, terms of the emperor, cum copiis innnmerabtlibus s like the Apu« 
lian poet (1. iir. p. 272.) : 

More locuftarum monies et plana teguntur. 
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and performed a mso-di of five huadred mUes* 
His troope were levied in Europe and Afia, 
from Peloponefus to the Blade Sea; his mz- 
jelly was diiplayed in the filver arms aod rich 
trappings of the companies of horfe-guards ; 
and the emperor was attended by a traja of 
nobles and princes, fome of whom, in ra- 
pid fuccefiion, had been dodied with the pur- 
ple, and were indulged by the lenity of &e 
times in a life of affluence amd dignity. TTheir 
youthful ardour m^ht animate the multitude; 
but their love of pleafure and dmtempt of hb* 
ordination were pregnant widi diforder and 
mifchief ; and their importunate clamours for 
fpeedy and decifive aftion difconcerted the 
prudence of Alexius, who might have fur- 
rounded and ftarved the befi^ing army. TTae 
enumeration of provinces recalls a fad cooa- 
parifon of the paft and prefent limits of the 
Roman world : the raw levies were drawn toge- 
ther in hafte and terror ; and the garrHbns of 
Anatolia, or Afia Minor, had been purchadfed 
by the evacuation of the dties wMch were im- 
mediately occupied by the Turks. The (trei^th 
of the Greek army confifted in the Varajigiaas, 
the Scandinavian guards, whofe numbers were 
recently augmented by a colony of exiles and 
volunteers From the Britifli ifcmd of Thule. 
Under the yoke of the Norman conqueror, the 
Danes and Englifh were oppreffed and united : 
a band of adventurous youths refolved to de- 
fert a land of flavery ; the fea was open to 
their efcape ; and, in their long pilgrimage, 
they vifited every coaft that afforded any hope 
of liberty and revenge. They were entertained in 
the ferVice of the Greek emperor ; and their firfl: 
ftation was in a new city on the Afiatic fliore : but 
Alexius foon recalled them to the defence of 

his 



Digitized 



by Google 



OS miL ROMAN EMPlIti:. Aj; 

Hb pttkoi and palace ; and bequeathed to his^ 
fucoeiiars the inheritance of their faith and 
valour (70). The name of a Norman invader 
revived the memory of their wrongs : they 
marched ttrith ahcrity igainft the national foe, 
and panted to regain in Epirus, the §lory 
which they had loft in the battle of Haftmgs* 
The Varangians were fupported by fotne com- 
panies of Franks or latins; and the re« 
bels, who bad fled to Conftantinople from the 
tyranny of Guifcard, were eager to iignalife 
their zeal and gratify their revenge.^ In this 
einergency the ctnperor had not mfdaiiied the 
impure aid of the raulicians or Manichseans oft 
Thracfi and Bulgaria } and thefe heretics unit- 
edwith the patience of martyrdom, the i|)irit 
and difcipline of adive valour (7 1 )* The trea- 
ty with the fiiltan had procured a fttp^y of 
fome thoufand Turks ; and the arrows of the 
Scythian horfe were qppofed to the lances o£ 
the Norman cavalry. On the report and dit 
tant projfpe^ of thefe formidaUe numbers, 
Robert z&tnWed a council of his principal of<» 
ficers- ^ You behold,** feid he, *^ your dan- 
" ger : it is urgent and inevitable. The hilla ^ 
^ are covered with arms and ftandards ; and 
^ the emperor of the Greeks is accuftomed to 
^ wars and triumphs. Obedience and union 
^' are our oflily fafety ; and I am ready to yield 
" the command to a mote worthy leader,** 
The vote and acclamation, even of his fecret 
VojL. X. S enemies, 

(70) See WilHam of Mahnfbnryde Gcftis Anglormn, 1. ii. p. 9». 
Aloxinafidem Aaglorum fufcipiens prxcipuis familiaricatibut fuis eo» 
applicabat, amorem eorom filio tranfcribens. Ordericus Vitalis (Hift. 
Bcclef. 1. iv. p. 508. 1. vii. p, 641.) relates their emigration from 
Soglatid^ and their Cervice in Greece. 

(71) See the Apulian (1. i. p. %56,), The chara&er and dor/ 
«f thefe Manichsditf. has Ikcs the fubjeft of the Uvth chapter. 
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Enemies, aflured him, in that perikms mo^ 
ment, of their efieem and cohfideneef ; and 
the duke thus continued : ^^ Let us truft 
** in the rewards of vidory, and deprive cow- . 
<< ardice of the means of efcape. Let us bum 
** our veflels and our baggage, and giTC bat* 
** tie on this fpot, as if it were the place of 
** our nativity and our burial.*' The refdiu- 
tion was unanimoufly approved ; and, with-* 
out confining himfelt to his lines, Guifcard 
awaited in battle array the pearer approach of 
the enemy. ^ His rear was covered by a fmall 
river ; his right wing extended to the fea, his 
left to the mils: nor was he confdous, per-* 
haps, that oh the fame ground Cadar and 
Pompey had formerly diiputed the etnpire of 
the world (72). 
Battle of Againftthe advice 6f his wifeft captains^ 
A!t)?io8i, Alexius refolved to rife the event of a general 
oaobcriS. aftion^ and exhorted the garrifon of Durazzo 
td affift their own deliverance by a well4imed 
fally from the town. He marched in two 
columns to furprife the Normans before day- 
break on two different fides : his light cavalry 
was fcattered over the plain ; the a^'chers 
formed the fecond line ; and die Varangian^^ 
claimed the honours of the van-guards In the 
firft onfeti the battle-axes of the ftrangers 
made a deep and bloody imprdfion on the ar- 
my of Guifcard, which was now reduced tO' 
fifteen thoufand men. The Lombards and 
Calabrians ignominioufly turned their backs : 
they fled towards the river and the fea ; but 
the bridge had been broken dowii to check 

the 

(7a) See the fimple and maftefly narrative of Cafar himfelf 
f Corament de BelL Civil, iii. 41 — 75.). It is pity that Q^iinttts 
IdUus (M. Oiiifchard) did not U^e to an'alyfe thefe operations, as be 
has done the campaigQi of Africa and Spain* 
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tib^ lally of the garrifon, and the coaft wa^ 
lined with the Venetian gallies, who played 
their engines among the difdrderly throng* 
Oh the verge of ruin, they were faved by the 
Qnrit and conduA of their chiefs. Gaita, the 
wife of Robert, is painted by the Greeks as a 
warlike Amazdh, a fecdftd Pdlas ; lefs fldlful 
in arts, but not leis terrible in arms, than the 
Athenian goddefs (73) : though wounded by 
an arrow, ihe flood her ground, and ftrova^ 
by her exhortation and example, to rally th^ ^ 
flying troops (74). Her female voice was fe- 
cpnded by the more powerful voice and arm 
of the Norman duke, as calm in adion as he 
was magnanimous in council : " Whither,'* 
he cried aloud, " whither do ye &j ? " Your* 
^ enemy is implacable ; and death is lefs grie^ 
** vous thatn fervitude." The moment Was 
decifive : as the Varan^ans advanced before 
the line, they difcovered the nakednefs of 
their flanks ; the main battle of the duke, of 
eight hundred loiights^ flood firm and entire ; 
they couched their lances, and the Greeks de« 
plore the furious and irrefifHble fhock of thd 
French cavalry (75), Alexius was not defici-» 
S a ent 

(73) n«xx<fctfXXq Mv/UMAdtim, vriiich uvery properly tnnflate^ 
by the prefident Coufin (Hift. de Conftantinople, torn. iv. p. 131^ 
in i^mo;), qui conibattoit comrae nine PaUas, quoiqu'elle ne f&t pat 
anffi favaote que celle d'Atbeoes. The Grecian goddefs was com* 
pofed of two difcordant cKatadert, of Meith, the workwoman 0^ 
Sais in Eg^pt, and of a Virgin Aihafofi of the TritoAian lake in Iiby» 
(Banier, Mythologie, tom^iv. p. 1—31. in ismo). 

(74) Anna Comnena (L iv. p. 116;) admires, wkh iomt degree off 
terror, her mafculSne virtues^ They Were more funiliar to tne L«« 
tins ; and though the ApttUan (l.iv. p. 1730 mentions her prel9flcft 
and her wound, he reprefents her as far lefs increpkL 

Uxor in hoc bello Raberti forte fagitti 
Qu&dam. Isefa fuit : quo vulnere territa nulUilk 
Dum fperabat opem fe pcene fuUgerat hofti. 
The laft is an unlucky word for a female prifoner. 

(75) A«o Tijc Ttf P0/U9ripr« flrpofiTUff-a/Miyq^ f^X^^* ywogiim Tsf v^wrnf 
utkrtk T«v iwyrim hnf^mv roty ICfXr«y unrtrt^w (Anna, Lir. p, Z33.) I 

and 
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(»t;mtheduti«sof afoldier or ^, geoerd; bit; 
^e np foon^r behdd the flaught^er of tlie Vif* 
tjmffmsy and the flight of the Turks^ t&ail 
h^, defpif^d his fubj^s^ and defpair^d Q£lm foe* 
lb)D/e. Ihe prince^ Ann^ who drop^ a tear 
on thit^ mdai^idioly cyeniy is reduced tQfm^ 
tite ftren^h and fwiftnefe o£ her iot^^ horfst, 
syid his vigorc^u^ fl^uggle^ when he wa3 almoft 
overthrown by a ftroke of a. lance^ wluch 
had fliiveiied the Imperial helmet. Hi^ ddpe« 
i».te valour broke through a ^\ta$koa cf 
ji^raoks who oppo&d his flight; ai»d| after 
wandering two days and as many nights ia 
tthe mountain^) he found fome repofe, of bo- 
dy ^ though not of mind, in the w^s of Ly^dt* 
ludus. The vi<ftoridus Robert reproached the. 
tardy and feeble purfuit which had fufiered 
the ef$;ape of fo illuftrious a prize; but he con- 
foled his difappointment by the trcq)hies and 
flandards of the fields the wealth and luxury 
of the Byzantine camp, and the glory of de- 
feating an army five times more numerous 
than ms own. A multitude of Itatians had 
been the vi^ms of their own feard; but only 
thirty of his knights were flain in thi& memo- 
rable day. In the Roman hoft, the lois of 
Greeks, Turks, and Englifli, amounted to 
five or fix thoufand (f 6) : the plain of Duraz:- 
zo was flained with noble and royal blood ; 

and 



And elfewhere xat yap KcXto? amp arac ev9X^fjLsvoi fjut annr^tTot rvf i^f^nf^ 
tuLi Ttiv Qsav er<v (p. 140.). The pedantry of the princeft in the choice 
of claiB<: appellations, encouraged Ducange to apply to his countiy* 
men the charadlen of the ancient Ganls. > 

(76) Lupus Protofpata (torn. iii. p. 45.) fays 6000 ; William the 
Apulian more than 5000 (1. iv. p. 273,). Their modefty is fingojar 
|ind laudable : they might with fo little trouble have flain two or 
three niyriads of fchiiinatics »nd infidels i 
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and the end^ the impcftor MBchael was more 
honourable than his life. 

It is more than probable that Ouifcard was Dunzso 
jaot aflWaed by the lofe of i coftly P^eant, ^^^'^^^^^ 
which had merited only the ront^mpt andFcbmrys! 
derifioii <rf the Greeks. After their defeat, 
diey fiiU pa-fevered in the defence of Duraz- . 
ze ; and a Venetian commander fupplied the 
place of George FdseOlc^s, who had been 
imprudently called away from his ftation; 
The tent6 of thebefiegers were converted into 
barradks^ to fuftain the inclemency of the win^- 
ter ; and in a&fwer %o the defiance of the gar- 
lifoB, Robert infinnated, that his patience 
W4S at Icall equal to their obftinacy (77). 
Perhaps he already truftedto his fecret corsef- 
pohdence with a Venetian noble, who fold the 
dty for a rich and honoUraWe marriage. At 
the dead of night feveral rope-ladders were 
dropped from the walls ; the light Calabriam • 

afeended in filence; and the Greeks wee 
awakened by the name and trumpets of tb 
conqueror. Yet they defended the ftreets 
three days againft an enemy already ttiafrer of 
the rampart ; and near feven months elapfed 
between the firft inveftment and the final fur- 
render of the place. From Durazizo, the 
Norman dUke advanced Into the heart of Epi- 
rus or Albania ; traverfed the firft mountains 
of Theflaly ; furprifed three hundred Englilh 
in the city of Caftoria j approached TheffaloT 
nica ; and made Conftantinople tremble. A 

more 

(77) Tfie Romans had changed the inaufpicious name of Epi- 
Jamnut to Dyrrachium (Plin. iii, a6.) ; and the vulgar corruption of 
Duracium (fee Malaterra) bore fome afi&nity to bardnefi, ^ One of 
llehert*8^ names wa< Diirand, a durando : poor wit ! (Auxirlc. Mo- 
tta^h, in Ciiron. a^ud Muratori A&naii d' Italia, torn. ix. f. i^;.) 
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' more preffing duty fuipended the profecutioh 
of his ambitious defigns. By fliipwreck, pef- 
tiience, and the fword, his army was reduced 
to a third of the original numbers j and in- 
ftead of being recruited from Italy, he was 
Informed, by plaintive epiftles, of the mif- 
chiefs and dangers which had been produced 
by his abfence : the revolt of the cities and ba- 
rons of Apulia ; the diftrefi of the pope ; and 
the approach or invafion of Henry long of 
jLemmof Germany. Highly prefuniing that his perfon 
^|^^'^°**.was fufficicntfbr the public fatety, he repaffed 
boheinpiid. the &a in a iingle brigantine, and left the re- 
mains of the arpiy under the command of his 
fon and the Nonrian counts, exhorting Bohe- 
mond to refpe6l the freedom of his peers, and 
the counts to obey the authority of thdr lea,- 
der. The fon of Guifcard trod in the fbot- 
fteps of his father ; and the two deftroyers are 
compared by the Greeks to the caterpillar and 
.the locuft, the laft of whom devours what- 
ever has efcaped the teeth of the former (78). 
After winning two battles againft the emr 
peror, he defcended into the plain of Theffaly, 
and befiaged Larifla, the fabulous realm of 
Achilles (79), which contained the treafiirc 
and magazines of the Byzantine camp. Yet a 
juftpraife muft not be refiifed to the fortitude 
and prudence of Alexius, whp bravely ftrug- 

gled, 



(78) B99X»9 IW au^i»f stvtvav rtf etvrni mnpa xai Itw (Anna, I. i, 
P*3S'% By thefe fimilics, fo different from thofe of Homer, (he 
vriflies to iDfpire contempt aa well as horror for the little, noxioui 
aiiimal, a concjueror. Moft unfortunately, the common fenfe, or 
common nonfenfe, of mankind rei[ift$ her laudaole deiign« 

( 79 ) 1*rodiit hSc au<5lpr Trojanae cladis Achilles, 
The fuppofition of the Apulian (h ▼. p. 275.) may be ezcufed by the 
more claiTic poetry of Virgil (iEncidll. 197 J) LariiTaw AchiUei, bi|t 
it it n*t juftified by the geography of Hftmer* 
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^ed with the calamities of the times. In the 
poverty of the ftate, he prefumed to borrow 
tlie fuperfluous ornaments of the churches ; 
the de&rtion of the Manichasans was fupplied 
by fome tribes of Moldavia; a reinforcement 
of feven thouland Turks replaced and reveng- 
ed the loik of their brethren ; and the Greek 
ibldiers were elercifed to ride, to draw the 
bow, and to the daily prance of ambufcades 
and evolutions. Alexius had been taught by 
experience, that the formidable cavalry of the 
Franks on foot was unfit for adion, and at- 
moft incapable of motion (80); his archers 
were direlled to aim their arrows at the horfo 
rather than the man ; and a variety of fpikes 
and fhares was fcattered over the ground on 
which he might expeA an attack. In the 
neighbourhood of Larifla the events of war 
were protraded and balanced. The courage 
of Bohemond was always confpicuous, and 
often iucceisful $ but his camp was pillaged by 
a firatagem of the Greeks j the city was im- 
pregnable ; and the venal or difcontented 
counts deferted his ftandard, betrayed their 
trufts, and enlifted in the fervice of the em- 
peror. Alexius returned to Conftantinoplc 
with the advantage, rather than the honour, 
of vidory. After evacuating thq conquefts 
which he could no longer defend, the fon of 
Guifcard embarked for Italy, and was em- 
braced by a father who efteemed his merit and 
fympathifed in his misfortune* 
• Of 

(80) The T«y ireJtXw flpfoaX/urtr*, which iDcumbcred the kmghti oi^ 
foot, have been ignorantly tranflatcd fpura (Anna Comncna, Alexias, 
1. V. p. 140.), Ducaiige has -explained the true fenfe by a ridiculous 
Und inconvenient fafliion, which lafted from the xith to the xvth cen-r 
tury, Thcfe peaks, in the form of a fcorpion, were fometi^nes tw<| 
(oot, aD4 faftened to the knee wich f^ filver i,hfi'if\». 
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The empc- Oft he Latin princes, the allies of ^^ejois 
m.^^wd**^ enemies of Roberti the moft prompt and 
bythc powerful was Henry the third or raurth, 
a'^d^oSi king of Germany and Italy, and future em. 
■peror of the Weft, The epiftle of th^ Greek 
monarch (8i) to his brother is filled with 
the warmed: profefllons of friendfliip, zxkd 
the moft lively defire of ftrefigtheniiig their 
alliance by every public and private tie. He 
tongratulates Henry on his lUcoeis in a juft 
and pious war, and comfdains that the 
pro4>erity of his own empire is difturbed by 
the audacious enterprises of the Norman Ro« 
bert. The lift of his prefents exprdies the ma&. 
ners of the age^ a ra<fiated crown of gold^ a crois 
fet with pearls to hang on the breaft, a tah of 
relics, with the names and titles of the iaint*, 
^ vafe of chryftal,. a v:afe of fardonyx, feme 
balm, moft probably ;o£ Mecca, and one Kujw 
dred pieces of pvurple. To thefe he added a 
more folid prefent, of one huiidi^ed and for- - 
ly.four thoufand By2andnes of gold, .with a 
farther aflurance of two hundred and iiKteen 
thoufand, fo fooii as Henry fhould have en^ 
tered in arms the iLpulian territories, and 
<X)niirmed by an path the leggue againft the 
common enemy. The German (&2), l^rho 
was already in Lombardy at the head Of an 
army and a faAion, accepted thefe liberal bf^ 
iers aiid marched towards the fouth : his 

fpecd 

(«i) Thp epiftk itfeif (Alexias, I. iii. p. 93, 94, 95.) well de- 
fer ves to be read. There is one cxpreffion, arpoveXExuv tthfjuvov fxtTe^ 
XfvtreKput, which Ducange does not underftand. I have endeavoured 
to grope out a tolerabk meaping : x^vaajnoy, Is a golden crown | 
*^veKixvt, is explained by Simon Fortius (inLcxico Gr^co-Barbar.), 
by KifwviQy TT^rJJp, a flalh of lightning. 

(fii) For thefe general events 1 mull refer to the general l^iftoriaof 
.Si^onius, ^aroniijs, Muratori, Mo{heim, St. Marc, &c. 
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ipeed;ivas checked by the found of the battle 
o£ DursuEzo ; but the influence of his anns 
or name, in the hafty return of Robert, was 
a full equivalent for the Grecian bribe. Hen- 
ry was the jQncere advcrfary of the Normans, 
the aflies and vaflals of Gregory the feventh, 
ids implacafale foe. The long quarrel of the 
throne and mitre had been recently kindled 
foy the zeal and ambition of that haughty 
piieft (63) : the king and the pc^ had de- 
graded each other ; and each had feated a 
rival <m the temporal or fpiritual throne of 
his antagonift. After the defeat and death of 
his Sv^bian rebel, Henry deicended into Italy 
to afiume the Imperial crown, and to drive 
^ORi the Vatican the tyrant of the church 
^84). But the Roman people adhered to the 
cari& of Gregory : their refolution was for- 
tified by iiipplies of men and money from 
Apulia i and the city was thrice ine&duaUy Bt^^ 
beficgcd by the king of Germany. In the^'^JJ^ 
fourdi year he corrupted, as it is laid, with 1081— * 
Byaamtine gold, the nobles of Rome, whofe J^^jj^^^^ 
eftates and caftles had been ruined by the wan — -24! 
Tbe gates, the bridges, and iifty hoilages, ^'' 
were deliyqred into his hands : the antipopc, 

CSement 

\%$) Th^ fivet of Gregory VTT. are either legends or inve^hrcs 
<St. Marc, Abrege, torn. iii. p. 135, &c.) : and his miracidoas or 
fnagical perfortnairces arc aUke incredible to a modem reader. He 
vtll, M^roal, fiad.fome inilrudion in Le Cler4:{Vie de Haldebrand, 
^ibliot. ancienne et moderne, torn, viii.), and much amufemenc in 
Bayk (Di^ionairc Critique, Gtigt'tre Vlf.). That pope was un- 
doubtedfyagreatman, afecond Athaoafius, in a more fortunate age 
of the church. May I prefunic to add, that the portrait of Athana- 
fins is oiie of the paflages of my hiftory (vol. iii. p, 344* &c,) with 
*rhich I am the leaft diflatisfied ? 

(H4) Anna, with the rancour of a Greek fchifmatic, calls him 
JtaTawTvroc ovros Uetira; (1. i» p. 3».), a pope, or prieft, worthy to be 
fpit upon ; and accufcs him of fcourgmg, (having, perhaps of caf- 
trating, the arabafladors of Henry (p. 31, 33.). But this outrage is 
improbable and dgubtful (fee the fcqfible preface of Coufin). 
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dement the third, was confecrated in the 
Lateran^: the grateful pontiff crowned his 
protestor in the Vatican ; and the emperor 
Henry fixed his refidence in the Capitol, as 
the lawful fucceflbr of Auguftus and Charle- 
magne. The ruins of the Septizonium were 
ftill defended by the nephew of Gregory 2 
the pope himfelf was invefted in the came of 
St. Angelo ; and his laft hope was in the 
courage and fidelity of his Nonjiah vaflal^ 
Their friendfhip had been interrupted by fome 
reciprocal injuries and con^aints ; but, on 
this preffing occafion, Guifcard was urged by 
the obligation of his oath, by his interefl^ 
more potent than oaths, by the love of fame, 
and his enmity to the two emperors. Un^ 
fiirling the holy banner, he refolded to fly to 
the reuef of the prince of the apofUes : the 
moft numerous of his armies, fix thouland 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot, was infiantly 
affembled; and his march from Salerno tB^ 
Rome was animated bfy the public applauic 
and th^ promife of the divine favour. Hen^ 
ry, invincible in fixty-fix battles, trembled at 
his approach ; recoUeded fome ipdifpenfible 
afiairs that required his prefence in Lombai^ 
dy; exhorted the Romans to perfevere in 
Flics bef re ^^^^^ allcgiancc ; and haftily retreated thirec 
Rob*erc/ days before the entrance of the Normans. 
^^y- In lefs than three years, the fon of Tancred 
of Hauteville enjoyed the glory of delivering 
the pope, and of compelling the two empe- 
rors, of the Eaft and Weft, to fly before his 
vicloriQus arms (85). But tlie triumph of 

Robert 

( S5 ) sic uno tempore ▼i<Sfci 

Sunt terr« pomi^^i dup : rex Ale^iannkus ifie» 

Imperii 
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lR.obert was clouded by the calamities of 
Rome. By the aid of the friends of Grego- 
ry, the walls had been perforated or fcaled ; 
but the Imperial faftSon was fHll powerful and 
aftiy c ; on the third day, the people rofe in a 
furious tumult ; ^d an hafiy word of the 
conquerpr, in hi^ defence or revenge^ was thq 
fignal of fire and pillage (86), Tne Saracens 
of Sicily, the fubjefts of Roger, and auxilia--^ 
ries of his brother, embraced this fair occa* 
fion of rifling and profaining the holy city of 
the Chriftians : many thounnds of the citi<P 
zens, in the fight, and by the allies, of their 
Ipiritual £^ther, were expofed to violation, 
captivity, or de^th ; • and a fpacious quar^ 
tcr of the dty, jfrom the Lateran to the Coli- 
ieum, was confumed by the flames^ and de« 
voted to perpetual folitude (87). From a 
dty, where he was now hated, and might be 
no longer feared, Gregory retired to end 
ihis davs In the psilace of S^erno. The art* 
ful pontiff might flatter the vanity of Guit 
card, with the hope of a Roman or Imperial 
crown ; but this dangerous meafure, which 
wq^ld hf^v^ inflamed the ambition of the 

J^orman, 

Imptni jredor Roman! maiimus Ille. • 

Alter wi arma mens artnis fuperatur ; et alte? 

Nominis auditi fol^ formidine ceflit. 
)t is fiiigular enough, that the Apuliaxi» a Latin, (hould difUoguift 
the Greek as the ruler of the Roman empire (1« iv. p. 174. )• 

(86) The Daifativeof Malaterra(i. iii. c. 37* p. 587, 588.)i8aH- 
thentic, circumfiantial, and fair. Dux ignem exclamaus urbe in* 
cenfa, &c. The Apulian foftens the mifchief (inde quibufdam acdibus 
GLuftis), which is again exaggerated in fome partial Clironidles (Mu» 
ratori Annali, torn. ix. p. 147O' 

(87) After mentionidg this devaftation, the Jefuit Denatus (de 
Koma veteri et nova, 1. iv c. 8. p. 489.) prettily adds, Duraretho-- 
dieque in Coeiio mopte interque ipfnm et capitolium miferabilis facies 
.pro(lrat£ urbis, nili in hortonim vinetorumque amxnitatem Roma 
fefurrejpflet utperpetua viriditate comegerct vulnera et niinas iuas, 
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Norman, muft for ev^ have alienated the 
moft faithful princes of Germany. 
Second ex- The deliverer and fcourge of Rome might 
l^didonof have indulged himfelf in a feafon of rq)o3fe | 
Grccc'c,*°'*' but in the fione year of the flight of the Ger- 
^•^•'0^4, man emperor, the indefatigable Robert re- 
fumed the defign of his Eaftera conquefts. 
The zeal or gratitude of Gregory had pro- 
mifed to his valour the kingdoms of Greece 
. and Afia(88) ; his troc^s were aflembled in 
arms, fluflied with fucceis, and eager for 
adion. Their numbers, in the Isuaguage of 
Homer, are compared by Anna to a fwarm 
of bees (So) ; yet the utmoft and moderate 
limits ot the powers gf Guifcard have been 
already defined ; they, were contained in this 
fecondoccafion in one hundred and twenty 
veflels ; and as the fcafon was far advanced, 
the harbour of Bnmdufium (90) was preferr 
red to the open road of Otranto, Alexius, ap- 
prehenfive of a fecond attack, had affiduoufly 
laboured to reftore the naval forces of the em- 
pire J and obtained from the republic of Venice 

an 

(88) The royalty 6f Robert, cither promifed or beftowed by Ae 
fope (Anna, 1. i. p. 3a,), is fufficiently confirmed by the ApuUan (U 
XV. p. 2700. 

Romani regni fibi promifi0e coronam 

Papaferebatur, 
Nor can i underftand why Gretfer and the other papal advocates^ 
fhould be difpleafed with this new inftaoce of apoftolic jorifdlc- 
tion, 

(89) See Homer Iliad B. (I hate this pedantic mode of quotation 
by the letters of the Greek alj^abet) 87, &c. His bees are the 
image of a difofderly crowd : their difcipline and public works feem 
to be the ideas of a later age (Vii^il. i£netd, 1. i.). 

(90) Guiliclm. Appulus, 1. v, p. 276. The admirable port of 
Brundufmm was double ; the outward harbour was a gulph covered 
by an ifland, and narrowing by degrees, till it communicated b? 4 
imall gullet with the inner harbour, which embraced the city on 
both fides, Cafar and Nature have laboured for its ruin; and 
againftfuch agents, what are the feebR efforts of the Neapoliun go- 
vtrnmcnt ? (Swinburne's Travels in the two Sicilies, vol. i. p, 184 
— 390.), r-iJt 
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an important fuccour of thirty-fix tranf- 
ports, fourteen ^allies, and nine galeots or 
ihips of extraordinary ftrength and magni- 
tude. Their fervices were liberally paid by 
the licence or monopoly of trade, a profitable 
gift of many ihops and houfes in the port of 
Conftaaitinople, and a tribute to St. Mark, 
the nwre acceptable, as it was the produce of 
a tax on their rivals of Amalphu By the 
union of the Greeks and Venetians, the 
Adriatic was covered with an hoftile fleet, but 
their own negleft, or the vigilance of Robert, 
the change of a wind, or the fbelter of a mift, 
opened a free paiiage; and the Norman 
troops were fafely difembarked on the coaft 
of Epirus. With twenty ftrong and well- 
appointed gallies, their intrepid duke imme- 
diately fou^t the enemy, and though more 
accujftomed to fight on horfeback, he trufted 
his own life, and the lives of his brother and 
two fons^ to the event of a naval combat. 
The dominion of the fea was difputed in 
three engaeements, in fight of the ifle of 
Corfu : in the two former, the fkill arid num- 
bers of the allies were fuperior ; but in the 
third, the Normans obtained a final and com- 
plete viftory (91). The light brigantines of 
the Greeks were fcattered in ignominious 
flight : the nine caftles of the Venetians main- ' 
tamed a more obftinate conflict ; feven were 
funk, two were taken ; two thoufand five 

hundred 

(91) William of Apulia (Lv. p. 276.) defcrlbcs the viAoryof the 
Normans, and forgets the two previous defeats, which are diligentfy 
recorded by Anna Comnena (1. vi. p. 159, 160, 161.)* . In her turn, 
ihe invents or magnifies a fourth adion, to give the Venetians re- 
venge and rewards. Their own feelings were far different, fincc 
they depofed their doge, propter excidium ftoli (Dandulusin Chron. 
in Muratori, Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. xli. p. 249). 
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liundred captives implored in V2un the merc?^' 
of the viftor ; and the daughter of Alexius 
deplores the lofs of thirteen thoufknd of his 
fiibjefts or allied. The waAt of experience 
had been fupplied by the genius of Guifcard ; 
and each evening, when he had founded a re-' 
treat, he calmly explored the caufes of his re- 
pulfe, and invented new methods how to re- 
medy his own defefts, and to baffle the advan-? 
tages of the enemy. The winter feafbn fuf- 
pended his progrefs : with the return of 
ipring he again afpired to the conqueft of 
Conftantinople ; but, inftead of traverfing 
the hills of Epirtis, he turned his arms againft 
Greece and the iflands, where the fpoils would 
repay the labour, and where the land and fea 
forces might purfue their joint operations 
with vigour and efFeft^ But, in the ifle of 
Hwdcarth» Cephalouia, his projefts Were fatally blafied 
A.D.io85,by an epidemical difeafe ; Robert himfelf, 
Jwir 17- in the feventieth year of his age, expired 
in his tent ; and a fufpicion of poifon was 
imputed, by public rumour, to his wife, or 
to the Greek emperor (92). This premature 
death might allow a boundlefs fcope for the 
imagination of his future exploits ; and the 
event fufficiently declares, that the Norman 
greatnefi was founded on his life (93). With- 
out 

(9a) Tlic moft authentic wrkers, Wflliam of Apulia (l, v. «77.)V 
Jeffrey Malaterra (1. iii. c. 41. p. 4S9.)> sind Romuald of Salerno 
(Chroo. in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ital. torn vii.), are ignorant of 
this crime fo apparent to our countrymen William of Maknibury 
(i« iii. p. 107.) and Roger de Hoveden (p. 710. in Script, pod Bc' 
dam) : and the latter can tell, hoi;1r the jud Alexius married, crown- 
ed, and humt alive, his female accomplice, The Engliih biftoriaii 
Is indeed fo blind, that he ranks Robert Guifcard, or Wifcard, amon^r 
the knights of Henry I. who afccnded the throne fifteen years aftef 
the duke of Apulia's death. 

(93) The joyful Anna Comnena fcatters fome flowers over the 

grare 
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out the appearance of an enemy, a vi<^orious 
army dilperfed or retreated in diforder and 
confternation ; and Alexius, who had trem- 
bled for his empire, rejoiced in his delive- 
rance* The galley which tranfported the re- 
tnainsof Guilcard was fliipwrecked on the 
Italian Ihore ; but the duke's body was reco^ 
vercd from die fea, and depofited in the fe- 
pulchre of Venufia (94), a place more illuf- 
trious for the birth of Horace (95), than for 
the burial of the Norman heroes. Roger, 
his fecond fon and fucceflbr, immediately 
funk to the humble ftation of a Duke of 
Apulia : the efteem or partiality of his father 
left the valiant Bohemond to the inheritance 
of his fword. The national tranquillity was 
difturbed by his claims, till the firft crufade 
againft the infidels of the £aft opened a more 
Iplendid field of glory and conqueft (96). 

Of human life, the moft glorious or hum- j^^. ^^^ 
ble profpeAs are alike and foon bounded ambition of 
by the fepulchre. The male line of Robert ^^^^^'^^^^^ 
Guifcard was extinguiihed, both in Apulia of sicHy, 
and at Antioch, in the fecond generation ; jj^if • 
but his younger brother became the father of 1 154, 
a line of kings; and the fon of the great ^^^•*^- 
count was endowed with the name, the con- 

quefts, 

l^ve of an enemy (Alexiad, 1. v.p. i6t^i66.) : andhlsbeftpraife 
18 the efteem and envy of William the Conqueror, the foveretgn of 
hit hmllj, Gr;ecia (fays Mabterra) hoftibut recedentibus libera Ixta 
quievit : Apulia tou five Calabria turbatar. 

(94) Urbs Venuiina nitet tantis decorata fepulchris, 

is one of the laft lines of the Apulian*8 poem (1. v. p. 278.). Wil- 
liam of Malmfbnry (1. iii. p. 107.) inferu an epitaph on Guifcardy 
which is not worth tranfcribing. 

(95) Yet Horace had few obligations to Venufia : he was carried 
to Kome in his childhood (Sermon, i. 6.) ; and his repeated allufions 
to the doubtful limit of Apulia and Lucania (Carm. iii.. 4. Scrm. ii. 
!•) are unworthy of his age and genius. 

(96) S«e Giannone (torn. ii. p. 88 — 93.)> >n<i the hiftorians of 
the firft crufade. 
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qucfts, and thelpirit, of the firft Roger (97)* 
The heir of that Norman adventurer was born 
in SicOy ; and, at the age of only four years, he 
lucceeded to the fovereignty of the ifland, a 
lot which reafon might envy, could £he in- 
dulge for a moment the vifionary, though 
virtuous, wifli of dominion. Had Roger been 
content with his fruitful patrimony^ an happy 
and grateful pe<^lc migbt have bleffed their 
beneiaftor ; and, if a wife adminiftration 
could have reftwed the pro^erous times of 
the Greek colonies (98), the opulence and 
power of Sicily alone might have equalled the 
wideft fcope that could be acquired and defol- 
iated by the fword of war.^ But the ambition 
of the great count was ignorant of thefe noble 
purfuits ; it was gratified by the vulgar means 
of violence and artifice. He fought to obtain 
the undivided poffeffion of Palermo, of which 
one moiety had been ceded to the elder branch ; 
ftruggled to enlarge his Calabrian limits be- 
yond the meafure of former treaties ; and im- 
patiently watched the declining health of his 
coufin William of Apulia, the grandfon of 
Duke of Robert. On the firft intelligence of his pre- 
^piiiia, mature death, Roger failed from Palermo 
''^•^•"*7.with fevengallies, caft anchor in the bay of 

Salerno, 

(97)Thercign of Roger, and the Norman kings of Sicily, fills 
four books of the Illoria Civile of Giaiinone (torn. ii.l. xi — xiv. p. 
ts6 — 340-). and is fpread over the ixth and xth volumes of the 
Italian Annals of Muratori. In the Bibliothequc Italiqne (torn. i. 
p. I75-— »a2.) I find an ufeful abftrad of Capccclatro, a modern 
l^eapoHtan, who has compofed, in twovolnmes, the hiflory of hxB 
cocmtry from Roger I. to Frederic H. inclufive. 

(98) According to the teftimony of Philiftus and Diodonis, the ty- 
rant Dionyfius of Syracufc could maintain a (landing force of 10,000 
horfe, 100,000 foot, and 400 gallies. Compare Hume (Efiays, vol. 
i. p. a68. 435O and his adverfary Wallace (Numbers of Mankind, p, 
306, 307.). The ruins of Agrigentum arc the theme of every tra- 
/Yciier, d'Orville, Reidefel^SwInDurne, &c. 
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Sakrrid, rec^ved, aft<:r ten days negod^tions 
anoatli of fidelity from the Norman capital, 
commanded the fubmiffion of the barons^ 
and extorted a legal inveftiture from the 
reluc):ant popes, who could not long endure 
either the friendfliip or enmity of a powerful 
vaffal. The facred fpot of Benevento was ref- 
peftfoUy fpated, as the patrimony of St. Peter ; 
but the redudiion of Capua and Naples com-* 
pleated the defign of his uncle .Guifcard J and 
the fol^lnheritance of the Norman conquefts 
was poffeffed by the vidorious Roger* A 
confcious fuperiority of power and merit 
prompted him to difdain the titles of duke • 
and of Count ; and the ifle of Sicily, with a 
third, perhaps of the continent of Italy, mi^ht 
form the bads of a kingdom (99) which 
would only yield to the monarchies of France 
and England. The chiefs of the nation who 
attended his coronation at Palermo, might 
doubtlefs pronounce under what name he 
IhoiJtld reign over them } but the example of 
a Greek tyrant or a Saracen emir were in- 
iufficient to juftify his regal charader ; and 
the nine kings of the Latin world (100) might 
difclaim their new aflbciate^ unlefs he were 
confecrated by the authority of the fupreme 
pontiff. The pride of Anacletus was pleafed 
to conf<^r a title, which the pride of the Nor- 
VoL. X. T man 

(99) A coDtemporary hlftorian of the AAn of ftoger from the year 
1127 to 1 135, founds his title on merit and power, the confentof 
the barons, and the ancient royalty of Sicily and Palermo, wiihout 
sntrodndng pope Anacletus (Alexand. Coenobii Telefini Abbatis d^ 
Rebus geftis Regis Rogerii, lib. ir. in Muratori, Script. Renim Ital. 
tom.>. p. 607-^64 5, )• 

(100) The kings of France, England, Scotland, Caflille, Arragon, 
Nayarre, Sweden, Denmarlr, and Hung^ary. The three firft were 
more ancient than Charlemagne : the three next were created by 
their fword, the three laft by their baptifm ; and of thefe the king of 
Hungary alooe was honoorcd or debofed by a papal crown. 
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• 

Firft kiog xnanliadftooped tofoUck (loi) ; but his owci 
«f Sicily. legitimacy was attacked by the adverfe deifHott 
Di?*»5—'ra Innocent the fecond; and while Anadetus 
AJ>.ii39.fat in the Vatican, the fuccefsfiil fugitive wa» 
i^^^' acknowledged by the nations of Earopew 
The inftint moftafchy oi Roger was fbaken^ 
and almoft overthrown j by the unlucky choice 
of an eciclefiaftical patron ; and the fword of 
Lothaire the fecond cxf Germany, the excom-* 
munications of Innocent, the fleets of Pila, 
and the zeal of St. Bernard, were united for 
the ruin of the Sicilian robber. After a gal- 
lant refiftance, the Norman prince was driven 
from the continent of Italy ; a new duke of 
Apulia was invefted by the pope and the em- 
peror, each of whoni held one end of the 
gonfangnj or flag-ftaff, as a token that they af- 
ferted their right, arid fufpended their quar-^ 
teh But fuch jealous friendfhip was of fliort 
and precarious duration: the German armies 
fooh vaniihed in difeafe and defertion (102) : 
the Apulian duke, with all his adherents, wasex- 
terminated by a conqueror, who feldom forgave 
eithet the dead or the living ; like hiis prede- 
ceffor Leo the ninth, the feeble, though-haugh- 
ty pontiff became the captive and friend of 
the Normans; and their reconciliation was 
celebrated by the eloquence of Bernard, who 
-now fevered the title and virtues^ rf the king 
of Sicily* ' — 

As 

(loi) Fazelltis, and a crorwd of Sicil>an», had ifflagiAed a more 
e^rfy akid independent coronation (A. D. 1139, May 1 J), which Gi- 
annone unwillingly re}c6l» (tom.ii. p. 137—144.). This fidion 19 
difproved by the filence of contemporaries ; nor can it be reftored by 
a fpurtous charter of Meffiiia^(Mttratori, Annali dltalia, torn. iz. p« 
340. Pagi. Critica, tom^ iv. p, 467i» 468.). 

(loa) Roger corrupted the fecond pcrfon of Lothaire'sarmy, who 
founded, or rather cried, a retreat : for the Germans ^iaya Cinna- 
tnus. 1. iii, c. I. p. 51,) are igaonwt of the uTa of tmmpeta. Moft 
ignorant himfelf ! 
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As a penance for his impious war againft hu con- 
the focccffor of St. Peter, that monarch might <i»<^?» "^ 
have promifed to difplay the banner of the'^Arf), 
crofs, and he accomplifhed with ardoiira vow ii"-i'5*» 
fo iprbpitiouS to his intei*eft and revenge. The 
recent injuriiss of Sicily might provoke a juft 
retaliation on the heads of the Saracens : the 
Normans, : whofe blood had been mingled with 
fo many fubjecl ftreams, were encouraged to 
rfemember and emulate the naval trophies of 
their fathers^ and in the maturity of their 
ftrength they contended with the decline of 
an African powen When the Fatimite caliph 
dq)arted /or the conqueft of Egypt, he re- 
warded the real: merit and apparent fidelity of 
his ferviaht Jofeph, with a gift of his royal 
mantle, and forty Arabian horfes, his palace 
with its fiimptuous furniture, and the govern* 
ment of the kingdoms of Tunis and Algiers^ 
The Zeirides (103), the defcendants of Jo- 
feph, forgot their allegiance and gratitude to 
a diftant benefaftor, grafped and abufed the 
fruits of proi|>erity ; and after running the 
little couric of an Oriental dynafty, were now 
fainting in their own weaknefe. On the fide 
of the land, they were opprefled by the Al- 
mdhad^, the fanatic princes of Morocco, 
wlule the fea-coafl: wa^ open to the enterprifes 
of the Greeks and Franks, who, before the 
clofe of the eleventh century, had extorted a 
ranfom of two hundred thoufand pieces of 
gold. By the firfl: arms of Roger, the ifland 
or rock of Malta, which has been fince enno- 
T 2 "bled 

(103) See de Guignes^ Hift* Generale deaHuiw, torn. i. p. 3(S9— 
^73..aiKlCardoiiiie> Hifi. de TAfrique, &c. fous la Domination des 
Arabes» too^.ii.p. 70— 144* .Their common original appears to be 
Novairi. 
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bled by a military and religious colony, ^C^a^ 
infeparably annexed to the erown of Sicily^ 
Tripoli (104), at ftrOng and niiaritime city, 
was the* next obje£l of his attack ; and the 
flaughter of the males, the captivity of the 
females, iftight be juftified by the frequent 
I^raftice of the Moflems themfelves* The ca- 
pital of the Zeirides was named Africa from 
the country, and Mahadia (105) from the 
Arabian founder : it is^ ftrongly built on a 
neck of land, but the imperfemofi of the har- 
bour is not coinpenfatcd by the fertility of 
the adjacent plain^ Mahadia was befieged by 
George the Sicilian admiri^l) with a feet of 
one hundred and fifty gallies, amply provided 
with men and the inftrumcnts of mifchief r 
the fovereign had fled, the Moorilh governor 
refufed to capitulate, declined the laA and ir* 
refiftiWe aflault, and fecfetly efcaping with the 
Moflem inhabitants, abandoned the place and 
its treafurcs to the rapacious Franks* In fiic- 
ceffive expeditions, the king of Sicily or his 
lieutenants reducdd the cities of Tunis, Safax, 
Capfia, Bona, and a long traft of the fea- 
doaft (106); the fortrefles were garrifoned, 
the country was tributary, and a boaft, that 
it held Africa in iubjeftion, might be inicribed 

with 

(104) Tripotf (fays the Kabistn geographer, or more properly the 
5herif al Edrifi) ttrb» fortis, fazeo muro vallata, fita prope littus maris. 
Hanc ezpugowit Rogerius, qui, mulierlbus captivis dudis. Tiros pe- 
remit. 

(105) See the geography of L.eo Africanus (io Ramiifio, torn. i. 
fol. 74, vcrfo. fol. 75. reifto), and Shaw's Travels (p. no.), the 
T^kh book of Thuanus, and the kith of the Abbe de Vertot. The 
pofleflioii and defence of the place was offered by Charles Y. and wifely 
declined by the knights of Malta. 

( 1 06) Pagi has accurately marked the African conqnefts of Roger ; 
and his criticifm was fupplied by his friend the Abbe'de Longoerne, ' 
withfome Arabic memorials (A. D, 1147, N* »6, a?. A, D. I148, 
N*i6. A.D.II53, N'»i6.). 
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with Ibme flattery onthefwordof Roger ( i oj\ 
After his death, that fword was broken ; and 
thefe tranfmarine poffeflions were neglefted, 
evacuated, or loft, under the troubjeg feign 
cf his fiicceflbr ( 1 08). The triumphs of Scipio 
and Belilarius have proved, that the African 
continent is neither inacceflible nor invinci- 
ble : yet the great princes and powers of Chrit 
tendbm have repeatedly failed in their armar 
ments againft the Moors, who may ftill glory 
inthe.cafy conqueft and long fervitude c* 
Spain. 

Since the deceafe of Robert Guifcard, thgHis insrefr. 
Normans had relinquiih^d, above fixty y.ear$, ow/cc, 
their Jioftile deiigns againft the empire pf thp a.d. 1x4^^ 
Eaft. The policy of Rjog^r fpUcited ^ publip 
and private union with the Greek princes, 
whofe alliance would dignify his rpgal charac- 
ter: he demanded in marriage a daughter of 
the Comneniap fatmily, an4 the firft fteps of 
the treaty feeme4 to. promife a favourable 
events 3ut the contemptuous treatment of 
his ambaliadors exai^erated the vanity of the 
new monarch ; and the infolence of the By- 
zantine court was expiated, accordipg to the 
laws of nations, by the fufferings of a guiltlefs 
people ( 1 09). With a fleet of feventy gallies, 
George the admiral of Sicily appeare4 before 
. . iporfu ; 

(107) Appulu«ct Calaber, SIculua mihlfcrvit et Afcr. 

A proud infcription, which denotes, that the Norman ccnquerort 
vrfiit ftill difcriminatcd from their Chriftian and Moflem fubjeds. 

(108) Hugo Falcandus (Hift. Sicula, in Muratori Script, torn, vii\ 
p. a 70, -47 1.) afcribc* thefe loflcs to the negleft or treachery of the 

. admiral Majo. 

(IC9) The' filence of the Sicilian hiftorians, who end too fpon or 
begin too late, mttft befupplied by Otho of Frifingcn, a German (dc 
Gcftis Frederici 1, 1. i, c. 33. in Muratori Script, torn. vi. p. 668.), 
the Venetian Andrew Dandulus (Id. torn. xii. p. a8z, 483.), and 
the Greek writers Cinnapius (1. iii. c a— 5,) and Nicetas (in Manud, 
\^ ii. c, 1—6.). 
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Corfu : and both the ifland and city were dc- 
Kvered into his hands bythedififiefted inha- 
bitants, who had yet to learn that a ficge is 
ftill more calaniitous than a tribute. In this 
invafion, of fome moment ii> the anilals tjf 
commerce, the NDrmans ^read themfelyesby 
fea, and over the provinces of Greece ;^and 
the venerable age of Athens, Tlidjes^- and 
Corinth, was violated by rapine and crudhy. 
Of the Wrongs of Atjiens no memo^al 'reniains* 
^he ancient walls, which enconipifieti tj^th-r 
out guarding the opulence of Thfibes, were 
fcaled by the Latin Chriftians ; btlt their fole 
ufe of the Gofpel was to^nftify an oath, that 
the lawful o^\^ners had not fecreted any relic 
of their inheritance or induftty,. ^On the ap- 
proach of the Normans the lower towii of Oo*. 
rinth was evacuated ; the Greeks retired to 
the citadel, which was feated On. a lofty emi- 
nence, abundantly watered by the claific foun-j- 
tain of Pirene ; an impregnable fbrtrefs, if the 
want of courage could be balanced by any ad'- 
vantages of art or nature. As fodh "as the be* 
fiegers had furmounted the labour (their fole 
labour) of climbing the hill ; their general, 
from the commanding eminence, admired his 
own viftory, and teftified his gratitude to 
heaven, by tearing from the altar the precious 
image of Theodore the tutelary faint. The 
filk weavers of both fexes, whom George 
tranfported to Sicily, compofed the mofl va-» 
luable part of the fpoil, and in comparing the 
ikilful induftry of the mechanic with the floth 
and cowardice of the foldier, he was heard to 
exclaim*, that the diftafF and loom were the 
only weapons which the Greeks were capable 

pf 
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oflifing. TheprogTi^is of tlus naval arma-HUadmini 
xfimt Was marked by two conspicuous events, ^«^*!«^jj 
the f ^cu? 0f the king ^f France, and the infult office / 
of the Byzantine (capital* , In his return ,by fea 
£rom an unfortunate crufade, Louis t;he fe* 
venth. was intercq)ted by the Greeks, who 
bafdy viobtted the laws of honour .andirpligi^ 
on.; :!3Hbte fortunate WOTun^r of the Norm^ 
fleet delivered the royal captivie.: find aft^r ^ 
free and honcmrafaleentertai&intot in thWcourt 
of Sicilyf, Louis c0btinU.ed his journey to infiiiuCJon.. 
Rome and PAris ( 1 1 o). In the abience of the ft">t*nopi«- 
cmpecor^ Conftaittinople and the Hellefpont 
^ei5e left .wdtbe^ut defeiicc and without the 
fui^cion endanger. The clergy and: people, 
&U* ther&k&ris n^ fo^wed m^ ifandardof 
Manuel^ w^re aftonifli^ aad diimayed at the 
itofttk: appearance of a line of Rallies, which 
boldly jGwaaaichor in ti^ :front:ot the Imperial 
dty. ■ The forpes of the Sicilian admiral were 
inslde^uatetathe fiege or afiault of an immenfe 
:kndp<ipi^iis iwtrqpoJi&: but George enjoyed 
the ^xy of buinbluig ^e Greek arrogance, 
and of jnarking the^palh tif ix)hqueft to tiwe 
navies A>f £he WeflL He landed fome foldiers 
to rific the fruits of the royal gardens, and 
pointed with filver, or more probably^ -with 
fire, the atrows which, he difcharged againft 
the pahw^e of th^e Catfars ( 1 1 1)* This playful 
:.-:?; I outrage 

(no) To thJs^ invpcrfc<ft capture and fpeedy rcfcne, I applj^ the 
frdf o\tywfi\BwTit(i\Miy 0|/ Cinnamua. I, ii. c. 19. p. 49, Miara* 
tori,' oa tqlerable evidence (AnDaii^d*ltalfa$ torn, ix. p. 410, 41 li)^ 
kaghs at the ^Jelicacy of the French, who maintain, marifque nullo 
hnpcdicnte peficuio ad regnttm ptopriiun revcrfuin efle ; yet I ob- 
fcrvc that their advocate, Ducangc, is Icfspofitive as the commeuu* 
tor on Cinnamus, than as the editor of Joinville. 

<iii) In palatium regium fagittas igneas injecit, fays Dandulus ; 
hot Nicetas, I. ii. c, 8. p. 66. transforms them into BsXu apytynu; 
tXorret atrpttttryf, and adds, that Manual ftyled this infult Traiyviov, and 
ygXfltfTtt XnftuovTa. Thcfe arrows, by the compiler, Vincent dc 
Beauvais, are again tranfmuted into ^old« 
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The cmpe-tmtrage of the pirates of Skily, who hadiur* 

"^JifttdilP^^^** unguai«ded mortient, Manuel affeft^ 

Kormam, ^ ed to deftHfe, while his martial fpirit^ and the 

A^. D. forces of the empire, were awakened to re- 

V4 '*'^9%y^nge. The Archipelago anid Ionian &a were 

covered with his^fquadrons and thofe of Ve- 

iiice, but Iknow not by what favourable aU 

idWance of traiifpofts, vi^allifs,* and pin- 

naces, our ceafon^ or evjen oui^ feiflcy, dm be 

teconc^ed to the ftupeiidous acGOtint of &Eteeh 

hundred velfels, which is propo&d by ist'By- 

aantin^hiftoriart^^ Thefe operations were di- 

red^ed with pihident^; ^nd^ energy; in his * 

hotne^otcard voyage, George loft nineteen of 

his gallies, which wei'e foparated and taken t 

aft^ an obftinate defence, 6orfu im|dored the 

clemency of her lawful fovereign 5 nor could 

a ihip,. a foldle^ of the Nonnan p^iiafie, be 

found, unlefs as a captive, within the limits 

of the Eaftern empire. The prbfperfty and 

the heakh of Roger were already in a decUn^ 

ingiliate: while he liftened in hisp^aceof 

Psuermo to the meffettgwrs ^of ?^ftory or de- 

fSeat, the invincible Manuel^ the foremoft lan 

every aflault, Was cciebratwi l^ the Greeks 

andlatins^^as the Al^sander or Hi^rcvdes of 

the age. ' * ' 

^e rcJuces A princc of fuch a* temper could not be fk- 

^P^^^ij;"^ tisfied with having rap^ thfe Unfidence of 

A.P. 1 155. a Barbarian, It was the right arid duty, it 

might be the intereft and glory, of Manuel to 

rqftore the ancient Jmajefty of the empire, 

to recover the provinces of Kaly and Sicily, 

and to chaftife this prietended king, thegrand- 

fon of a Norman vaffal (112). The natives 

of 

(112) For the invafion. of Jtaly, which is almoR ovcrlookdl by 

Nicct^ 
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of Calabria were ftill attached to the Greek 
language and worftiip, which had been inexo- 
rably profcribed by the Latin clergy : after the 
lois o£ her dukes, Apulia was chained as a 
fervile appeadage to the crown of Sicily: the 
fduiider of the monarchy had ruled by the 
fword ; and his death had abated the fear, 
without healing the difcontent, of his fub- 
jefts : the feudal government was always preg- 
nant with the feeds of rebellion ; and a ne- 
phew of Rpger hinifelf invited the enemies of 
his familf ^ruCnatioJi: The majefty of the 
purple, and a feries of Hungarian and Turkifli 
wars, previented Manuel from embarking his 
perfon in the Italian expedition. To the brave 
and ndble Palacologus, his lieutenant, the 
Greek monarch entrufted a fleet and army : 
^ fiege of Bari was his firft exploit ; and, in 
every operation, gold^ as well asfteel was the 
inftrument of viftory. Salerno, and fome 
places along the weftern coafi, maintained 
their fidelity to the Norman king; but he 
loft in two canipaigns the greater part of his 
continental po£^ons ; and the modeft empe- 
ror, difdaining all flattery and falfehood, was 
content with the reduction of three hundred 
cities or vills^es of Apulia and Calabria, whofe 
names and titles were infcribed on all the walls 
of the palace. The prejudices of the Latins ^»*^<=?sn 
were gratified by a genuine or fi6titious dona-uaiy**and"^' 
tion, under the feal of the German Caefar$ ^^« w«?- 
(113)} but the fucceflbr of Conftantine foon " a^^d^*^' 

renounced '*55-» 174, 



&c. 



Nlcetas, fee the mote polite hi^ory of Cinnamus (1. iv. c. 1—15. p. 
78 — loi.), who introiluces adifFufc narrativ«;,by a lofty profeffion, 

?r£pt Tt;? liKsXtaq ts, xa; rng IraXoov ga-KiTmra yTij, ax; x.*i Tfti/Ta; Fx(xaioig 

(113) The Latin, Otho (de Gcftis Frcderici 1. 1, ii.c. 30. p. 734.). 

attcfis 
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renounced this igtiominiouspretenoe, claimed 
the indefeafible dominion of Italy, and pro- 
fefled his defign of chafing the Ba]:Wians be«- 
yond the Alps. By the artfiil speeches, liberal 
gifts, and unbounded promi&s, of their Eaft- 
ern ally, the free cities were encouraged to 
perfevere in thdr generous firu^le againft the 
defpotifm of Frederic Bai^^aromi : the walls of 
Milan were rebuilt by the contributions of Ma- 
nuel; and he poured, &ys the hiftorian^ a 
river of gold into thebofomof Ancona, whofe 
kttadiment to the Greeks was fortified by the 
jealous enmity of the Venetians (114). Th? 
fituation and trade of Ancona tendered it an 
important garrifon in the heart of Italy : it 
Was twice befieged by the arms of Frederic 5 
the Imperial forces were twice repulfed by the 
fpirit of freedojoi ; that fpirit was animated by 
the ambaffador of Conftantinople ; and the 
tnoft inti*epid patriots, the moft faithful Ser- 
vants were rewarded by theweaitii and ho- 
nours of the Byzantine court (115)- The 
pride of Manuel difdained and rejeded a Bar- 
barian colleague ; his ambition was exdted by 
the hope or ftripping the purple from the 
German ufurpers, and of efiabliihing, in the 
Weft, as in the Eaft, his lawful title of fole 

emperor 

attefts the furgnery : the Greek, Cinnamus (1. i.' e. 4. p. 78.) claims a 
promife of reftitution irom Conrad and Frederic. An ad of fraud 
IS always credible when it is told of thcr Greeks. 

(114) Q}iod Aoconitani Grsecum imperiiim iiimia diligerent— « 
Vcneti fpeciali odio Anconanj oderunt. . The caufe of love, pcrhapt 
of ^Dvy, were the beneficia, flumen aureum of the emperor ; and 
the Latin narrative is confirmed by Cionamus (1. iv. c. 14. p. 98.), 

(i 15) Muratori mentions the two fieges of Ancona; the firft in 
1167, againft Frederic I. in perfon (Annall, torn. x. p. 39, Sec,) ; 
thefecond, in 117 3, againft his lieutenant Chriftian, archbifliop of 
Meotz, a man unworthy of his name and office (p. 76, &c.). It is 
of the fecond fiegc, that wc polTefs an original narrative, which he 
has publifhed in his great coliediion (torn. vi. p. 921— >946,). 
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bttl^W 4rf the 'Rdteans. With this view, 
h& f^ked the dUiaftce <^the peo{^ and the 
-ti^op of Rome. SeVearal of the nobles em- 
liraoed the caufe <rf the €hreek monarch; the 
ffflendid nuptials of hi«' niece with Odo Fran- 
•^Ipaifn, fecured' ribe flJpjport of that powerftil 
iaxnUy (116), and his royal ftandard or image 
was entertained with due reverence in the an- 
ndi^at 'metropolis (nf)» During the quarrel 
•bistwaai Rpedcrfc and Alexander the third, 
fhe pope twice received in the Vatican the 
tuKfeal&dOTs of Ck>nftantinople. They flatter- 
ed his piety by the long-promifed union of 
the two churches^ tempted the avarice of his 
-venal court, and exhdrted the Roman pontiflf 
iLo feirc the juft provocation, the fevourable 
Woment, to hutnMe the favage iniblence of the 
^Alemanni, arid to acknowledge the true re- 
^jrefentative of Gonftantine and Auguftus 
X118). ' ^ 

-But thefe Italian cqnquefts, this univerfal Failure of 
^eign, foon efcaped from the hand of the^*^^^"'- 
Creek emperor. His firft demands were eluded 
by the prudence of Alexander the third, who 
^aufed on this deep and momentous revolu- 
-tion (119) J nor could the pope be feduced by 

a perfonal 

- (116) We derive this anecdote from an anonymons chronicle of 
.JFoiTa Npva, pnblilbed by Muratori (Script. Ital. torn. vii. p. 874.). 

(i 17) The BmciXiiov anukuw of Cirinamus (1, iv. c. 14, p. 99,), is 
Aii^ptible of this double Kufe. A ftandard is more Latin, an image 
iBorcOKek. 

(iiS) Nihilomintis quoque petebat, nt quia occafio juftaettem- 
pBS opporcunum et acceptabile fe obtulerant, Romani corona imperii 
a fando apoAolo iibi reoderetur ; quoniam non ad Frederici Alaman- 
ni, fed ad f«wm jusafTeruit pertincrc (Vit. Alexandri III. a Cardinal. 
Arragoiiic-E, in Script. Rerum Ital. torn, iji, par. i. p 458.)« f^'* 
iccpnd embaOy was accompanied cum immenfa multitudine pecunia- 
rum. 

(119) Nimis aha et pcrplexa funt(Vit, Alexandri III, p. 460, 461,), 
fays the cautious pope. 
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a perfonal difpute to renounce the per^ual 
inheritance of the Latin name. AiEter ms re- 
union with Frederic, he fpoke a more per- 
emptory language, confirmed the z&s of his 
predeceflbrs, exconununicated the adherent^ 
of Manuel, and pronounced the final repara- 
tion of the churdbes, or at leaft the empires, 
of Conftantinople and Rome (i 2o). , The free 
cities of Lombardy no longer remembered 
their foreign benefaftor, and without preferr- 
ing the friendihip of Ancona, he foon incur«- 
red the enmity of Venice ( 1 1 1 )• By his own 
avarice or the complaints of his fubje^, the 
Greek emperor was provoked to arreft the 
perfons, and confifcate the efifeds, of the Ve- 
netian merchants. This violation of the pub- 
lic faith exafperated a free and commercial 
people; one hundred gallies were launched 
and armed in as many days ; they fwept the 
coafls of Dalmatia and Greece; but after 
fome mutual wounds, the war was terminated 
by an agreement, inglorious to the empire, 
infufficient for the republic; and a complete 
vengeance of thefe and oif frelh injuries, was 
referv^d for the fucceeding generation. The 
lieutenant of Manuel had informed his fove- 
reign that he was flxong enough to quell any 
domeftic revolt of Apulia and Calabria ; T)ut 
that his forces were inadequate to refift the 
imjpending attack of the king of Sicily. His 
prophecy was foon verified : the death of Pa- 
lacologus devolved the command on feveral 

chiefs, 

(l»0) Mtihv fMff-cv- Eivat Xiym Poa/Ati rn vtortpa. irpof tuv Vfta-fivrifeiir 
vaXai Avopfaytitreov f Cinnamus, 1. iv.' c,'l4. p. 09.). 

(lai) (n his vith book, Cinnamiw dcfcribcs the Venetian war, 
which Nicetas has not thought worthy of his attention. The Italian 
' accounts, which do not fatisfy our curiofity, are reported by the su^t 
nalift Muratori, under the years I17T, &c, 
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chiefs, alike eminent in rank, alike defeftive 
5n military talents ; the Greeks were oppref- 
fed by land and fea ; and a captive remnant 
that efcaped the fwords of the Normans and 
Saracens, abjured all future hoftility againft 
the perfon or dominions of their conqueror 
(122). Yet the king of Sicily efteemed thd 
courage and conftancy of Manuel, who had 
landed a fecond army on the Italian ihore : he 
rei^ftfully addrefied the new Juftinian ; fo- 
liated a peace or truce of thirty years ; ac- p^cc with 
cepted as a gift, the regal title ; and acknow-^^,,**'" 
ledged himlelf the military vaflal of the Ro-a.d. 1156. 
man empire (123). The Byzantine Caefars 
acquiefced in this fhadow of dominion, with- 
out expefting, perhaps without deiiring, the 
fervice of a Norman army ; and the truce of 
thirty years was not difturbed by any hoftilities 
between Sicily and Conftantinople. About the 
end of that period, the throne of Manuel was 
ufurped by an inhuman tyrant, who had de- 
ferved the abhorrence of his country and 
mankind : the fword of William the fecond, 
the grandfon of Roger, was drawn by a fugi- 
tive of the Comnenian race ; and the fubjeos 
of Ahdronicus might lalute the firangers as 
friends, fince they dctefted their fovereign a» 

the 



(ill) This vidory is mentioned by Romnald of Salerno (In Mn- 
ratori, Script. Ital. torn. vit. p. 198.). It is whimfical enough, that 
in the praife of the king of Sicily, Cinnamos (1. iv. c. 13. p. 97. 98.) 
is much warmer and copious than Falcandus (p. 268. 270.). But the 
Greek b fond of defcription, and the Latin hiftorian is not fond of 
WilEam the Bad. 

(123) For the epiftle of WiUiam I. fee Cinnamus (L iv. c. 15. p. 
1 01, zoz.), and Nicetas (1. ii. c. 8.). It is difficult to affirm, whe- 
ther thefe Greeks deceived themfeWes, or the public, in thefe flat- 
tering portraits of the grandeur of the empire. 
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Laftwaroftlic wofft of enemies* The Ljitin.hiftorians 
the Greeks c 1 24) expatiate on the rapid progrdfe of th^ 
and Nor- ^^^^ counts who invadcd Romania: with ft 



A.D. 1185- fleet and army, and reduced many cafiles and 
cities to the obedience of the Jdrig of Sicily. 
The Greeks (125) accufe and magnify the 
wanton and facrilegious cruelties that were 
perpetrated in the fack of Theflalonica the fe- 
cond city of the empire. The former deplore 
the fate of thofe invin{:ible but unAifpb^ng 
warriors who were deftroyed by the arts? of a 
vanquiflied foe* The latter applaud^ in fongs 
of triumph, the repeated viftories of their 
countrymen on the fea, of Marmora or Prw 
pontis, on the banks of the Strymon, andun*^ 
der the walls of Durazzo. A rcvolution> 
which puniflipd the crimes of Andronicus^ 
had united. ^^inft the Franks the zeal and 
courag? of . the fuccefefiJ: infurgents : ten 
thoufandr were, flain in battle^ ajid I&ac An^ 
gelus, the; new emperor, might; indulge^ his 
vanity or vengeance in thetreatment^of four 
thoufand captives* Such was the event of 
the laft conteft between the Greeks and 
Normans: before the expiration, of twentyr 
years, the rival nations were loft or degra-i 
dedin foreign fervitude ; and tibcfucccflbrs 

of 

(124) I can only quote of original evidence, the poor chronicles of 
Sicardof Cremona (p. 603. )i ^fid of Fofla Nova (p. 87 5.^ as they 
are publifhed in the viith tome of Mnratori's hiftorians. The kiiig> 
of Sicily fent his troops contra nequitlam Androutd— ad acquirendam 
imperium €• P. They were capti aut coofuii— deccptl captique, by 
Ifaac. 

(115) By the failure of Cinnamus, we are now reduced to Niceta* 
(in Andronico, 1. i. c. 7, 8, 9. 1. ti. c. i . in Ifaac Angelo, 1. i. c. l— 
4.), who now becomes a refpe&able contemporary. Ashe furvived 
the empire, he is above flattery : but the fall of Conftantinople ezaf- 
perated his prejudices againft the l^atins. For the honour of learning 
1 fhall obferve that Homer's great commentator, Euftathius archbifh^ 
op of ThefTalonica, refufed to defert his flock. 



Digitized 



by Google 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 287 

of Canftantine did not long furvive to infult 
the fall of the Sicilian monarchy. 

The fceptre of Roger fucceffively devolved wiuiam i. 
to lus fon and grandfon : they might be con- ^^ ^^^' 
founded under the name of William ; they ciiy^ ° 
are ftronglydifcriminated by the epithets of^^-^^- 
the bitd and the good: but thefe epithets, a.d. 1 166. 
which appear to defcribe the perfeftion of vice ^*y 7- 
and virtue, cannot ftri6lly be applied to ei- 
ther of the Norman princes* When he was 
roufed to arms by danger and fhame, the 
firft William did not degeneratefromthevalour 
of his race ; but his temper was flothful ; his 
manners were diffolute ; his paffions head- 
firong and mifchievous ; and the monarch is 
reiponfible, not only for his perfonal vices, 
butforthofeofMajo, the great admiral, who 
abufed the confidence, and coni^ired againft 
the life, of his benefaftor. From the Arabiah 
conqueft, Sicily had imbibed a deep tinfture 
of Oriental manners ; the defpotifin, the 
pomp, and even the haram, of a fukan ; and 
a Chriftian people was oppreffed and infulted 
by the afcendant of the eunuchs, who opdnly 
profeffed, or fecretly cherifhed, the religion 
of Mahomet; An eloquent hiftorian of the 
times (116) has delineated the misfortunes of 
his country ( 1 27) : the ambition and fall of 

the 

(ia6) The Hifioria Stcula of Hugo Falcandus, which properly ex* 
tends from 1 154 to 11.69, is inferted in the Yiith volume of Mura- 
tori's Colledion (torn. vii. p. 259 — 344«)f and preceded by an elo- 
quent preface or epidle (p. 251—258.), d^Calamitatibus Siciliz. 
Falcandus has been ftyled the Tacitus of Sicily ; and, after a jufi, 
but immenfe, abatement, from the ift to the xiith century, from a 
fenator to a monk, I would not ftrip him of his title : his narrative 
i» rapid and perfpicuous, his flyle bold and elegant,' his obfervation 
keen ; he had ftudied mankind, and feels like a man. I can only 
regret the narrow and barren field on which his labours have been 
caft. 

' (127) The laborious Benedidinet [rArC de verifier let Dates, p. 

896.), 
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the ungrateful M^o ; the revok and puniflt* 
ment of his aflailms ; the imprifonment and 
deliverance of the kmg himfelf ; the private 
feuds that arofe from the public confufion ; 
and the various forms of calamity and dis- 
cord which afflided Palermo, the iiland, and 
the continent, during the rdgn of ^iUiam 
the firft, and the minority of his fon. The 
^j^^JJ^": youth, innocence, and beauty of WilKamthe 
A.D.ii66,fecond(i28), endeared him to the nation: 
iL d/iTsp. ^^^ factions were reconciled ; the laws were 
Nof/i6. revived ; and from the manhood to the pre- 
mature death of that amiable prince, Sicily 
enjoyed a fhort feafon of peace, juiHce, and 
happineis, whofe value was enhanced by the 
remembrance of the paft and the dread of fa* 
turity* The legitimate male poflierity of Tan* 
cred of Hauteville, was extind in the perfon 
of the f^cond William ; but his aunt, the 
daughter of Roger, had married the moft 
powerful prince of the age ; and Henry the 
fixth, the fori of Frederic BarharofTa, de- 
fcended from the Alps, to. claim the Imperial 
crown and the inheritance of his wife* 
Againft the unanimous wifli of a free people, 
this inheritance could only be acquired by 

arms ; 

S96.') are of opiuion, that the true name of Falcandus. 10 Fulcan- 
dus, or Foucault. According to them, Hugues Foucault, a French- 
man by birth, and at length abbot of St, OcnjSf had followed into 
Sicily his patron Stephen dc la Perchc, uncle to the mother of Wil- 
liam II. archbiifaop of Palermo, and great chancellor of the king- 
dom. Yet Falcandus has all the feelings of a Sicilian : and the 
title of Alumnus (whi4 he bellows on himfelf), appears to indicate, 
that he was bornt oratleafl educated, in theifland. 

(laS) Falcand. p. 303. Richard de St. German© begins his hiftory 
from the death and praifes of William II. After fome unmeaning 
epithets, he thus continues : legis et jaftitla? cultus tiempore fuo vige- 
bat in regno ; fuS erat quilibet forte contentus ; (were they mor- 
tals f) ubique psuL, ubiquc fecuritas, nee latronum metuebat viator 
infidias, nee maris nauta ofieudicula piratarum (Scrip. Kemm Ital, 
tpfn» riifp. 969. )• 
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arm« j «id I -am pleafied to tranfcribe the ftyle 
an4 icjife of tte hiftorian Falcandus, who 
writes at the moment ajmd on the ipot, with 
the feelings of a' patriot and the prophetic eye 
of a fisit^jfinan. " Conftantia, the daughter Lam^ma- 
** of Sidly,. nurfed from her cradle in th^^°o°[j^* 
** fJeafiires and plenty, and e^diiqated in th^.Faj^d»si. 
^* aft^ and manners, of this fortunate i^e^ 
** departed long fince to enxich.the BarbarianiS 
^ wkhouv trekuresp and now returns with 
*^ her ^Twwp fillies, to cox^tuminate the beau- 
^ ties of ner venerable Jjarent. Already I 
** behold the fwarms of ar^ry Barbarians ; 
^' our ppnJient cities, the pl^e$ flqurlKhiog ia 
^ a long peioe^ arc. fliaken with Jfear, ^fo- 
** lated by ilaugbter, confumed by rapine, 
^ and pollut^ by int^emperance and lu|t. I 
** fee ti^ maflacrc or captivity of our citizens, 
*' the rape$ of our virgin* and matrons ( 1 29)^ 
^* In this jextr^mity (he iiiterri)gates a friend) 
** how npaift the Sicilians ad ? Bv the unani^^ 
^^ xtKM& d^&hn of a king of valour and ex- 
" perience, Sicily and Calabria mijg^t yet be 
**preferv^{i3o)j for in the levity of the 
^ Apulians, ever eager for new revoluti^ 
*' ons, I caisi repofe neither confidence nor 
VoL.X. tr ''hope 



. [1%^) CosAantUy pxisfm ^.cmiabulU in dcllchrum t«arum^fflu^n» 
tii diutius edj^ata, tuif<)ueii)ftituti$,.do(5tnniset moribus infbrfiiata^ 
tauudcm opikw tuis Barbaros delatura difccflit : et nunc cum ingeoti^ 
bus cbplis revcrtluy. ut pukberriixia jiptricis ornanienta barbaHca 
fcpditaiie CQiit»nsiiet. . . , , . JoC|i^ niibi jam videor turbulentas 
barbarorum afies^ , . . dYitates ojnjlentajs £t loca diuturna pace flo- 
rciHia, metii concutere, cade vaftarc, xapinis atterere, et fordare 
IvKuria : hiftc ciyes aut gladiis interccpii, a^iticrvitutc deprcffi, vir- 
gineBconltupratab, matronae, &C. 

. (110) CertjB fijcgcm ncm dubis virtatis >ekgerint, nee a Saracenift 
Chriitiani diflcnliant, poterit rex creates rebus licet quafi deQ)erati5 
ct perditis Ijftbvfinirc;, et iucwrfes Jvoftiupa* .fi prnd'cnter e^dt, prOf 
pulfarc, 
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" hope (131). Should Calabria be loft, the lofty 
^* towers, the numerous youth, and the na- 
" val ftrength, of Meflina (132), might guard 
" the paffage againft a foreign invader. If 
*' the favage Germans coalefce with the pi- 
** rates of Meffina ; if 'they deftroy with fire 
" the fruitful region, fo often wafted by the 
" fires of mount ^tna( 1 33), what refource 
" will be left for the interior parts of the 
•* ifland, thefe noble cities which fliould ne- 
** ver be violated by the hoftile footfteps of a 
*' Barbarian (134) ? Catana has again been 
*' overwhelmed by an earthquake : the anci- 
^ ent virtue of Syracufe expires in poverty 
"and folitude (135); but Palermo is fliU 
" crowned with a diadem, and her triple 
" walls inclofc the aftive multitudes of Chrif- 
*^ tians and Saracens, If the two aations, 
" under one king, qin unite for their com- 
" mon fafety, they may rufli on the Barba- 
*' rians with invincible arms. But if the Sa- 
" racens, fatigued by a repetition of injuries, 
" fhould now retire and rebel ; if they ihould 
'' occupy the caftles df the mountains and fea- 
" coaft, the unfortunate Chriftians, expofed 
** to a double attack, and placed as it were 
" between the hammer and the anvil, muft 

" refign 

(X^i) Tn Apulifl, qui, femper novitate gaudentes, noyarumreram 
lludiis aguntnr, nihil arbltror fpei ant ^ducts reponendum. 

( 13a) Si civium tnorum virtutcm ct audaciam attendas^ . . , , mu- 
Torum etiam ambitum denfis turribus circumfeptum. 

(133) Cum cnideiitatc piratic^ Thentonum confliglt i^trpcitas, ct 
inter ambuflos lapides, etEthns flagrantis ineendia, &c. 

(134) Earn partem, quam nobiliffimarum ^ivitatum fujgor lUuf- 
trat, quae et toti regno fingulari meruit privilegio prxminere, nefa- 
rium effct . . . . vel barbaroruro ingreflu pollui. I wifh to tranfcribe 
this florid, but curious defcription of the pahce, city, and luxuriant 
plain of Palermo. 

{'^35) Vires non fuppctnnt, ct conatus tuot tarn inopia civitun, 
quam paucitas beilatonim elidunt. 
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^* refign themfdves to hopelefs and inevitable 
** fervitnde (136)/' We muft not forget, that 
a prieft here prefers his country to nis rdi- 
on ; and that the Moflems, whofe alliance 
e feeks, were ftill numerous and powerful 
in the fbte of Sicily. 

The hopes, or at leafl the wilhes of .Falcan- conqueftof 
dus, were at firfl gratified by the free and^^J^^J^/^g^^ 
unanimous deftion of Tancred, thegrandfoncUybythe 
of the firft king, whofe birth was ilkgiti-g^^JJ^^j^ 
mate, but whole civil and military virtues a. d. 1194* 
ihone without a blemiih. During four years, 
the term of his life and reign, he ftood in 
arms on the fartheft verge of the Apulian 
frontier, againfl the powers of Germany; 
and the refhtution of a royal captive, of Con- 
ftantia herfelf, without injury or ranfom, 
may appear to furpa& the moft liberal mea- 
fure of policy or reafon. After his decesrfe, 
the kingdom of his widow and infant fon fell 
without a flruggle ; and Henry purfued his 
viftOTious march from Capua to F^ermo. 
The political balance of Italy was deflroyed 
by his fuccefs ; and if the pope and the free 
cities had confulted their obvious and real 
intereft, they would have coijnbined the pow» 
crs of earth and heaven to prevent the dan^ 
U 2 gerous 

^ (136) At vero, quia diQclle eft Chriftianotin tanto rerum turbine, 
fublato regis fimore Saraccnos iion opprimere, fi Saraceni injuriis 
fatigati ab eis cceperint diflidere, et cailella forte maritima vel mon* 
tanas munitiones occupaverint ; ut hinc cum I'heutonicis fummsl vir« 
tute pugnandum illinc Saracenis crebrisinAiItibusoccurrendum, quid 
putas aduri funt Siculi inter has depreiTi anguftias et velut inter 
znailpum et incudcm multo cum'dii'crimine conftituti ? hoc utique 
agent qnod potcnint, ut fe Barbaris miferabili conditione dedentes, 
in eu'rum fe conferant pote(latem. O utinam plebis ct procerum, 
Chriftianorum et Saracenorum vota cooveniant ; ut regem fibi con- 
cofditer ciigentcs batbarot totis viribus, toto conanime, totifque de« 
Tideriis proturbare cont^ndantf The Npruians and Sicilians appear 
tp he cunfoypded. 
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Mr<m« union of the German empire with the 
kingdow of Sicily. But the fubtle policy, 
for which the Vatican has fo often been praif- 
ed or arraigned, mvts^ on this occafion Uind 
and inaftive ; and if it ^nerc true that Cele£- 
tine the third had kicked away the Imperial 
crown from the head of the proftrate H^nry 
(137), fuch an a/ft of impotent pride could 
ferve only to cancel an Obligation and pro- 
voke an enemy, llie Genoefe, who enjoyed 
a beneficial trade and eftablifliment in Sidly, 
liftened to the promife of his boundiefe gra- 
titude and fpeedty departure (138) : their fleet 
commanded the ftreights of Meffina, and 
opened the harbour of Palermo j and thcfirft 
ad: of his government was to abolifli the pri- 
vileges, and to feiz6 the prc^erty, of thefe 
imprudent allies. The laft hope of Falcan- 
dus was defeated by the difcord of the Chrif- 
tians and Mahometans : they fou^t in the 
capital ; feverd thoufands of the latter were 
flain ; but their furvi\^ng brethren fortified I 
the mountains, and difturbed above thirty 
years the peace of the ifland. By the policy 
of Frederic the fecond, fixty thoufitnd Sara- 
cens were tranfplanted to Nocera in Apulia. 
In their wars againlt the Roman church, the 1 
emperor and his fon Mainfroy were ftrength- 
cned and diigraced by the fervice of the ene- 
mies of Chrift; and this national colony 

maintained 

I 

(i:?7) The tcftimony of an Englilhman, df Ro^r dc Hoveden 

(?. 689.^ will lightly weigh againll the filcnce of Germao and Ita- 

• Iran hiflory (Muratori, Annali d'ftalia, tom. x. p. 156.). The 

pricfts and pilgrims, who returned from Rome, exalted, by every 

talc, the omnipotence of the holy father, 

( 1 38) Ego eriim in eo cum Tciitonich mancre non debep (Cafiari, 
Annal. Genuerifes. in Muratori^ Script. Rcmm Ualicarum, tom, vi. 
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maintatned their rdigioa and mannarsifi the . . 
heart of It^, till they were extirpated,. at 
the end of the thirteenth century, by the zeal 
and rcJvenge of the hoiife of An}ou(i39). 
All che c^amities which the prophetic orator 
fead deplored, were fiirpaffed by the crudity 
and avarice of the Oerman conqueror. He 
'violated the royal fepulchres, ^nd explcired 
the fecret treafures of the pal&ce, Pjileniib, 
and thd whole fcing^domV the pearls and 
jewels, however precious, might be eifily k^e- 
moved; but one hundred and fixty horfe^ ' 

'were laden with the gold and filver of Sicily 
(140). The young King, his mother andfif- 
ters, and the nobles of both fexes, were fe- 
parately confined in the fortreffes of the Alps ; 
and, on the flighteft rumour of rebellion, the 
captives were deprived of life, of their eyes, 
or of the hope of pofterity. Conftantia her- 
felf was touched with fympathy for the mife- 
ries of her country ; and the heirefs of the 
Norman line might ftruggle to check her def- 
potic hufband, and to fave the patrimony of 
her new-born fon, of an emperor fo famous 
in the next age under the name of Frederic 

the 

(139) For the Saracens of Sicily and Nocera, fee the Annals of 
Muratori (torn. x. p. 149. and A. D. .t2a3, 1*47 )» Giannone (torn, 
ii. p. 385.), and of the originals, in Muratori'a Colle<ftion, Richard 
deSt. Germano (torn. vii. p 996.). Matteo Spinellidc Giovenazzo 
(torn. vii. p. 1064,% Nicholas dc Jamlilia (com. x. p. 494 ), and 
Matteo Villani (torn. xiv. 1. vii. p. 103.). The laft of thcfe infinu- 
ates, that in reducing the Saracens of Nocera, Charles II. of Anjou 

^^iHoyeifl r^lher artifice than violence. 

(140) Muratori quotes a pafTage from Arnold of Lubec (1. iv. c. ' 
«©.) : Reperit thefaurosabfconditos, et omnem lapidum pretioforum 
et genamanim gloriam, ita utoneratis 160 fomariis, gloriofe ad ter- 
ram fuam rcdierit, Roger dc Hovcden, who mentions the violation 
of the royal tombs and corpies, comp,utes the fpoil of Salerno at 
aoOjOOO ounces of gold (p. 746.). On thefe occafions, I am almoft 
tempted to exclaim with the liftening maid in La Fontaine, *' Je 
>• voudrois bien avoir ce qui mauqoe." 
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Final ex- the iccond. Ten years iher this revolutioi^ 
^<^of the French monarchs annexed to their crowji 
^ the duchy of Normandy : the fceptre of her 



A.D. 1904. ancient dukes had been tranfmitted, by a 
jnrand-daughter of William the Conqueror, to 
die houfe of Flants^net ; and the adventu- 
rous Normans, who had raifed fo many tro« 
phies in France, England, and Ireland, in 
Apulia, Sicily, and the Eafi, were loft, either 
in viAory or fervitude, among the vanquifb- 
ed nations* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. Lvn. 



The Turks of the Hotifi of Seljut. — Their Revolt 
agoing Mahmud Conqueror of Hindq/iajU'^-^ 
Togrul fubdues Perjia^ and proie£U the Co- 
lipbs.-^Defeat and Captivity ^of the Emperor 
Romanus Diogenes by Alp Arjlan. — Power and 
Magnykenee of Malek Shah.'-^onquejl of 
Afta Minor and Syria.'^State and Oppref 
prejffon ef Jerufalem^^^Pilgrimages to the holy 
Sepulchre. 



FROM the ifle of Sidly, the reader muftTheToAib 
tracn^ort himfelf beyond the Cafpian 
Sea, to me original feat of the Turks or 
Turkmans, againft whom the firft cruiade was 
princtpaUy durefted. Thdr Sqrthian empire 
of the fixth century was long fince difiblved } 
but the name was fiill famous among the 
Greeks and Orientals j and the fragments of 
the nation, each a powerful and independent 
people, were fcattered over the defert from 
China to the Oxus and the Danube : the colo- 
ny of Hungarians was admitted into the re- 
public of Europe, and the thrones of Alia 
were occupied by flaves and foldiers of Turk- 
ifh extraftion. While Apulia and Sicily were 
fubdued by the Norman lance, a fwarm of 

thefe 



I 
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thefe northern fliepherds overfpread the king- 
doms of Perlia : their princes of the race of 
Seljuk, ere<Eled a fplendid and folid empire 
from Samarcand to the confines of Greece and 
Egypt; and the Turks havb txiaintained 
their dominion in Afia IVCnor, till the vifto- 
rious crefcent has been jJanted on the dome 
of St, Sophia. 
Ac oSne. On^ ^ ^^« ffteatOk of the Tirfdffi pxkic«, 
^de, wt» Msuaaod of Mahmud ( i X theGaznevide^ 
59>1.K)»8. wl^y Migncd in the cafteni pr<moccs o£ Pcr- 
*fia/oiie thoufshd jeaats after tike* bkftii of 
dboia^ . JiRs fAhcr Se£>e£bgi w» the flatre of 
the fist^^of theflan^ of the comnmidcr of the 
fakh^L But in thi»4iefctot offerritMde, the 
£tft' degree was merdy tittiiary fin^ it was 
filled by the fovereign of Tranfoxiasia: and 
Chorafan, who ftill paid a nominal allegiance 
to the caliph of Bagdadr The fecond rank was 
that of a minifter of Hate, a lieutenant of the 
t fiMnanides f2% who bit:)ke^ by lM'tc¥dli; the 
bofiMb 6f poiiticai flamry. Biit the: dnrd ftep 
yms dfbrt£ of real anddoitiefiiciervitbde in tin; 
famiiyi>€tf diat r6icid'^^finGmwfai!dl Sebe&m 
by hl^CDarageand jdexterity^ a£xnd^ to tiDc 
fypPMkja ca>maiand* o£ ithe city, aad^ {nrovindk 

vE 

-(tl^ art irt<fctjtc<Jfof *i*elMf»d!^f a*dliiit«ry K> i^tttiMat (Br- 
HiOtk^uei Orientale^ Mabmrdu p. i^^r^StT^h 'M; de 'Owipic* 
(Hiftoire dqs Huns, torn. ih. p. I55*-I730> and our oaunq^man oo- 
lorrerAfexafndcr E>orwr (rahi. p. »3— C^J.f. <n tfee two ftH tolbttie* 
' offais^iADOCif HiitdQfta»« lie il}^ bimleif the tnoflttor ofi i^ 
I'eriian Perifhta ; but is his flori4 text, it is not eafj ta diftiogiiilh 
tire vefrfioirandtncorigtiiaU ' 

|*>Tlic ^jToAj oi the StrnfL^Hc^ oomioued 1*5 jcat^ A.I)l 
874— .(;t99i uD<l«r ten priuees. See th«ii fiiccefTion aod ruin, in tho 
TaWes of Af . de Oiir^m» (Hffl. dc» Hmrsi tom-. i. j». 404«— 4c6.)4 
l^hey 'werefiollowed by tins QzxnenAe^ 4. D. 999— «tiSh (fee t(tt|. 
i. p. Aa9« 240.)* HisdivifioQ of nations often difturbi the /crietof 
time and place. 
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of Gazna (3)5 as the fon in-bw and fueccflbr' 
of his grateful mafter* The falfihg dynafly of 
the Samanides was at firft prdtefted, and at^' 
laft overthrown, by their fervants ; and, in- 
the public diforders, the fortune of Mahmud' 
continually encreafed. Forhitn, the title of 
fuhan (4) was firft invented ; and his kingdom 
was enlarged frorn Tranfoxi^na to the neighr 
bourhood of Ifpahan, from the ftiores of the 
Cafpian to the mouth of the Irtdus. Bt|t iiie 
principal fburce of his fame and riches was thtf 
holy war which he waged againft the GentOQ$ 
of Hindoftan. . in this foreign ilairative Fnt^y His twelve 
not coJifume a page ; and a yojume w6u!a*?[j^^'j^°* 
fcarcely feffice ta recapitulate tlie battles and doftan. 
fiegcs of hi^ twelve ext)editrons. Never was 
the Mufiilman hero dimiayed by the fnde- 
mency of thefealbns, tixc height of t5ic moun- 
tains, the breadth of the rivers; the barrenntft 
ofthedefert, the multitudes qf the eij'emy, 
or the formidable array of their elephants 'of 
war (5).' The ifultan of Gafcna fiirpaffed the 
\ Kmiti 

>(3) Gausn^hhortosBjonbabet: e^ emporium et domiciltam tncr- 
csiturs Indica;* Abulfddas Geography Reifkcj tab. xxiii. p. 349.d*Her- 
bctot, p. 364. It has tiotbeen vifitedbf aliy modern trav^Her. 
~ (4) Byjekie aunbaffsdor of tl^ aaltph of ^a^jM^ who (mptoyei 
an Arabian or jChaldaic word that fignifies hrd and mcfier (d'Herbe^ 
Idt, p. 825,). It is interpreted AvroK^rtif, B««X«;ff BtfoiXtm, by the 
^tsaoUoe writorsivf thejcHh century; and the n»me ^ZvXt^mi;, Sol- 
danus) is famfli^rly employed in the Greek and Latjn languages, af- 
ter it had paffcd ^rom the Gaznerides to- the Seljukides, and Dther 
emirt of Afia and Egypt. Ducange (DiiTertation vi; fur Joiuville» 
p. *3S— 140. Gloir. Grsc. ct Latin.) labours to find Uic title of ful- 
tan in the ancient kingdom of Perfia ; but his proofs are mere iha« 
-do#8 : a propet name In the Themes of ttenftantlne (ii. ii«), anau- 
<<icipatibn of Zonaras, Arc. and a medal of Kai Khofrou, not (as he 
belieire») the SaiTanide of the vith, but the Seljukide of leonum 
oi the zinth, century (de Guigqes^ Hiflr. des Htms, torn. i. p. 
146.). 

• (5> Feri(bca (apud Dow, Hift. of Hindbftan, ▼ol.Lp*49')iAeo<2- 
onsthe report of a^vn in the Indian army. But as I am flow in bt» 
lievingtl'iis premature (A. D. 1008) ufe of artillery, I muft defire to 
fcrutiuizefiHl thft tm, and then theautheHty^f FeiifliUi wbo^ived 
in the Mogul court in the laft century. 
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limits of the coiiqueft$ of Alexand^ : after a . 
march of three months, over the hills of 
Caihmir and Thibet, he reached the famous 
city of Kinnoge (6), on the Upper Ganges ; 
and, in a naval combat on one of the branch- 
es of the Indus, he fought and vanquifhed 
four thoufand boats of the natives. Dehli, 
I^ahor, and Multan, were compelled to open 
their gates : the fertile kingdom of Guzarat 
attrafted his ambition and tempted lus flay ; 
and his avarice, indulged the iruitlefs project 
of difcovering the gcdden and aromatic ifles of 
the Southern Ocean. On the payment of a 
tribute, the rof/ihs preferved their dominions ; 
the people, their lives and fortunes j but to 
the religion of Hindoftan, the zealous Muful- 
man was cruel and inexorjable : many hundred 
temples, or pagod^, were levelled with the 
ground ; many thouiand idols . were demo- 
Ufhed ; and the, fervants of the prophet were 
flimulated and rewarded by the precious ma- 
terials of which they were compofed. The 
p^go4a of Sumnat was fituate on the promon- 
tory of Guzarat, in the neighbourhood of 
Diu, one of the laft remaining poflefQons of 
the rortuguefe (7). It was Endowed with the 
revenue of two thoufand villages ; two thou^ 
fand Brahmins were cbnjfecfated to the fervice 
of the Deity, whom they wafhed each morn^ 
) iiigand evening in water f rorh the diiftant Gan- 
ges ; 

(6) Kionoyge, or Canou^e (the old Paltmboshra) is marked m U- 
titudc 47* 3, longitude So"? 1 3. See d*AnviUe ( Antiqttite dc I'lode, 
p. 60— 6«-,-, correifted by the local knowledge of Major Rennel(ui 
hU.e^cellcnc. Memoir o;i his ijaap of Hindoftao, p. 37—43.) : 300 
jewellers, 30,oco (hops for the arreca nut, 60,000 bands of muficiaos, 
&c..(AbuUed,Q6ogr2^. tab. xv. p. 174, Dow, vol, i. p. 16, will 
allow an ample deduiSlion. 

(7) The idolatjBT^of Europe, (ays. Feritli^a (p. 272.}, aodReuuera 
Bwp of HindooiUo.C'^w^.tQl u p. 66.). C9Df^lt Abulfeda, 
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ges ; the fubordinate minifiers confifted of 
three hundred muficians, three hundred bar^ 
bers, and five hundred dancing girb, confpi^ 
cuousfor their birth or beauty. Three fides 
of the temple were protected by the oceah^ 
the narrow ifthmus was fortified by a naturd 
or artificial precipice ; and the city and adja* 
cent country were peopled by a nation of fa-- 
natics. They confeiled the fiaas and the pu- 
niihment of Kinnoge and Dehli ; but if the 
impious flran?er fhould prefume to approadb 
/AWrholyprecmfts, he would furely be ovjer- 
whdmed by a blaft of the, Divine vengeance. 
By thb challenge, the faith of Mahmud was 
animated to a perfonal trial of the ftrength of 
this Indian deity. Fifty thoufand of his wor- 
ihippers were pierced Jby the foear of the Mot 
lems : the walls were fcaled ; the fanftuary^ was 
profaned ; and the conqueror aimed a blow 
of his iron mace at the head of the idol. Tht 
trembling Brahmins are £)id to have offered 
ten millions fterlingfor his ranfom ; audit 
was urged by the wifeft counfellors, that Che 
deftrudiion of a ftone image would not change 
the hearts of the Gentoos; and that fuch a 
ium might be dedicated to the rdief of the 
truebdievers. *^ Your reafons/' replied the 
Sultan, " are fpecious and ftrong ; but never 
** in the ,cyes of pofterity Ihall Mahmud ap- 
** pear as a merchant of idols/* He rep^te^ 
his blows, and atreafureof pearls and rulnes, 
concealed in the belly of the (latue, e:$:plained 
in fome degree the devout prodigality of the 
Brahmins. The fragments of the idol were 
diftributed to Gazna, Mecca, and Medina. 
Bagdad liftened to the edifying tale ; and 

Mahmud 
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Mahmiid vms > fahrted by the ciJ^>h mth - thi^ 
tide of guardisin of the fortune and faith c^ 
Mahomet^ 
„. . Prom the paths of blood, and luch ig the 

S^'^Wfary of nitioiw, I cann^rt rrfufo to turn 
afide to gather fotne £k>wers of Icience or vir^ 
tue^ Tfe namec^Mahmixd the Oaznevidek 
ftili veneniMeifi the £aft : hisftrbfed^ei^dyed 
the bleffings of prdfperity and peace ^ his Tice^ 
were conteaied by the veil of religiott ; and 
two familiar examj&s will teftffy hi^ jnitice 
and magnaniffiity. L As he fat in the Divan^ 
an unhappy fubje£b bowed before the throng 
to accule the infoknce of a Tutldft^ foldier who 
had driven him from his honf^ and bed. 
^ Sui^nd your clamours/' faid Madmud ; 
^^ inform me oilA^ ii^xt vifit, and ourfelf in 
^ pe|foti«wiQ judge and punifli the ofl^nder.'' 
The fultan fblto^d his guide, in vefted the 
houfe ^th hid gdard4, and extinguiflilng the 
torches, prondXln^ed the death ctf the criminal, 
who had been kh^ in the a<^ of rapine and 
tadultery. After tha execution of hfc fentence, 
iSie lights werg fetdudled, Madmud feB prerf- 
trate in' prayer, andrifin^ from the ground, 
demanded fome homely fare, which he de- 
voured with the voracioufnefs of htinger. 
The poor man, whiofe injury he had avteged, 
-was una£4e to fupprefe his aftonifliment and 
curiosity ; and the courteous monarch conde- 
J:endea to explain the motives of this Angular 
ifaehavioun *^ I had reafon to fufpeft that 
*^ non^ except one of my fons could dare to 
** perpetrate fuch an outrage; andlextin- 
♦* guiflied the lights, that my juftice might be 
*• blind and inexorable. My prayer was a 
'?* thankfgiving on the difcovery of the offen- 

^^ derj 
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^ der; and fo painful was my anxiety^ ditt 
^ I had paffed three days without food fincc 
^ the firft moment of your complaint.*' II, 
The fiiitan of Gazna had declared \var againil: 
the dynsi£by of the Bowides^ the fovereigns of 
the weftem Perfia: he was diikrmed by an 
epifdt of the fultana mother^ and delaycxi his 
invasion till the manhood of her fbn (8). 
** During the life of my hufband/' faid the 
artful regent, ** I was ever a^prehenfive of 
*^ your amotion : he was a prince and a ibl- 
" <fier worthy of your arms* He is now no 
•* more j his fcqitre has pa&d to a woman 
^* and a child, and you ^e mt attack their 
^* infancy and weaknefs* How inglorious 
^* would be your conqueft, how mamefiil 
^* your defeat 1 and yet the event of war is in 
** the hand of the Almighty." Avarice was 
the only defed that tarnifhed the illuftribus 
charader of Mahmud; and never has that 
paflion been more richly fetiated. The Orien- 
tals exceed the meaAire of credibility in the 
account of millions of gokl'and fihrer, fuch as 
the avidity of man has never accumulated ; in 
the magnitude of pearis, diamonds, and ru- 
bies, foch as have never been produced by the 
woiicmanfliip of nature (9). Yet the foil of 
Hindoftan is impregnated with precious mi- 
nerals ; her trade, in every age, has attra&ad 

the 

(8) D*Herbelot, BibKotlidque Orientale, p. 517. Yet ihcfc let- 
ters, apothegms, &c are rarely the language of the heart, or the 
motiTes of public adioii. 

(9) Forinftance, a ruby of four hundred and 6£ty milkals (Dow, 
vol. i. p. S3,)» or fix poun^is three ounces : the largeft in the treafury 
of Dehli weighed feventeen miikals (Voyages de Tavernier, panic 
ii. p %%o,). If is true, that in the Eaft all coloured (bones are called 
rnhies (p. 355.), andthatTavernierfaw three larger and more preci- 
ous among the jewels de notrc grand roi,. le pbua puiflant et plus 
magnifiqut detous les Rols de la tcrre (p. 376.). 
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the sold and filver of the world ; and her 
virgin fpoils were rifled b)r the firft of the 
Mahometan conquerors. His behaviour in the 
laft days of his life, evinces the vanity of theie 
pofleflions, fo laborioufly won, fo dangerous- 
ly held, and fo inevitably loft. He furveyed 
the vaft and various chambers of the treafury of 
Gazna ; burft into tears ; and again clofed the 
doors, without beftowing any portion of the 
wealth which he could no longer hope to pre- 
ferve. The following day he reviewed the 
fiate of his military force ; one hundred thou- 
iand foot, fifty-five thoufand horfe, and 
thirteen hundred elephants of battle ( i o). He 
again wept the inftability of human great- 
nefs ; and his grief was embittered by the 
hoftile progrefs of the Turkmans, whom he 
had introduced into the heart of his Perfian 
kingdom. 
Manners hi the modcm depopulation of Afia, the 
and emi- regular operation of government and agri- 
tC TurL, culture is confined to the neighbourhood of 
or Turk- citics J and the diftant country is abandoned 
a*d! 9S0 to the paftoral tribes of Arabs, Curds, and 
— ioa8. Turkmans (^1 i). Of the laft-ipentioned peo- 
ple, two confiderable branches extend on 
either fide of the Cafpian Sea : the weftern 
colony can mufter forty thoufand foldiers ; 
. the eaftern, lefs obvious to the traveller, but 

more 

(10) Dow, vol. i. p. 65. The foveretgn of Kinoge is faid to have 

pnlTefiei 2$oo elephauu (Abulfcd. Geogtaph. tab. xv. p. 474. ). 

' From thefe Indi&n ftoriet, the reader may corre^ a note in my fir ft 

volume (p. 301.}; or from that note he may corrc<^ thefe 

ftoHes. 

(it) See a jnft and natural pidure of thefe paftoral manners, in 
the hiftory of William archbiihop of Tyre (1 i. c. vii. in the Gefta 
Dei per Francos, p. 633, 634. )t and a valuable note by the editor of 
the Hiftoire C 6: € Jogiquc dcs Taurs, p. 5 35 — 53 8 . 
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more ftrong and populous, has encreafed to 
thd number of' one hundred thoufand families; 
In the midft ' of civilized nations, they 
preferve the manners of the Scythian de- 
fert, remove their encampments with the 
change of feafons, and feed their cattle among 
the ruins of palaces and temples. Their flocks 
and herds are their only riches ; their tents, 
either black or white, according to the co- 
lour of the banner, are covered with felt, and 
of a drcular form ; their winter apparel is a 
flieep-fldh ; a robe of cloth or cotton their 
fummer garment : the features of the men 
are harlh and ferocious; the countenance of 
thdr women is foft and pleafing. Their wan- 
dering life maintains the fpirit and exerciie of 
arms; they fight on horleback; and their 
courage is difplayed in frequent contefts with 
each other and with their neighbours. For 
the licence of pafture they pay a flight tribute 
to the fovereign of the land ; but the domef- 
ticjurifdidion is in the hands of the chiefs 
and elders* The firft emigration of the eaf- 
tern Turkmans, the mofl ancient of their . 
race, may be afcribed to the tenth century of 
the Chriuian xra (12). In the decline of the 
caliphs, and the weakie^ of their lieutenants, 
the barrier of the Jaxartes was often violated : 
in each invafion, after the victory or retreat 
of their countrymen, fome wandering tribe, 
embracing the Mahometan £iith, obtained a 
free encampment in the fpacious plains and 

pleafant 

(la) The 6rft emigntlont of the Tnrkmant, and doubtful origin 
of the Seljukiant, may be traced in the laborious Hiflcry of the 
Huns, by M. de Guignes (torn, i. Tables Chronologiq'jcs, 1. v, torn, 
iii, 1. vii. ix. x.), an4 the Btbliotheque Orlentale of d*Herbelor, (p. 
799—802. 897—901.), Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 331 — 333. )> ^^ 
Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. a%z, 222]. 
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ploafant dimate of Tranfoxiaua aad CaHzaite* 
The Turkiih flaves who afpired to the throoe 
encouraged thefe emigrations, whifch r^ruitr. 
ed their armies, awed their iubjefts wd ri- 
vals, and protcfted the frontier againft the 
wilder natives of Turkeftam -, md mis policy 
was abufed by MahmUd the Gataevi^ be^ 
yond the example of former tiones. He *ras 
admoniihed of his error by a chief of the 
race of Seljuk, who dwelt in the territory of 
Bochara. The fultaa had enqtiired mhiA iTup* 
ply of men he could fumifli far the tmlitwy 
fcrvice. " If you fend,** replied Umael, " one 
^* of thefe arrows Into your camp, fifty' thou.* 
" fand of your fcrvants will mouAt on horie- 
^^ bade." " And if that number," continui^ 
Mahmud, " fhould not be fufficient ?** " Soad 
'^ this fecond arrow to the.hord of IdbXk^ and 
*^ you will find fifty thouland more/? « But,*' 
&id the Gazne^de,,dfi9embling his. anxaety, 
^' if I fhould fiaiyl in meed of the wlw^fc force 
^ of your kindred tribes ?*' ^^Dilpatch my 
**: bow," was the laft reply of Ifnuel, " and 
/* as it is circulated around, the fitmmons will 
^ be obeyed by two hundrwi thoufend horfc**' 
The apprchenfion of fuch formidable friendfhi|> 
induced Mahmud to tranlport the moft obnoxi- 
ous tribes into the heart of Chorafaii,. where 
they would be fciiarated from their brethren^by 
the river Oxus, andsnitlofed on idl-fides by the 
walls of obediciit dudes.. But the face of the 
coimtry was an objefl: . of tcmfxtatitBi . jcather 
than terror ; and the vigour of government 
was relaxed by the abfence and death of the 
fult^n of Gazna. The flicpherds were con^ 
verted into robbers ; the bands of. robbers 
were coBefted into an army of conquerors ; 

as 
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stt^&it as l^pahd^ and the Tigris^ Perfia was, 
aflBftcd by their predatory inroads ; and the 
Turkaians w^e not a&amed or afrj^d to 
meafur^ their courage and numbers with ther 
proudeft ioTereigns; c^ Afia. Maifoud, the 
fiMBt and fucceffor of Mahmud, had too long 
Qeg]e!3:ed the advice of his wifeft Omrahs.. 
*f Your enemies," they repeatedly urged>, 
** were ixk their cMcigin a fwatrm of ants ;: they 
^ areiMw^ fitde &akes^ ajid unle& they W 
*^ ififia^ody crulffiied, th^n^l acquire the w*. 
^^ nom a^nd ma^nitudfe of ferpents/' After 
Ibm^ akernatives of taruoe ^md hoftilky,; after 
the rep»lfh 01? partial fiAccefeof his Beuteafmts,. 
thj& £i]ftaA matched iik per&in agaiiJii!: the^ 
Twlanaos^ who alit^ked hink on aU iidesi 
with barbar(»«s Ihouts and irregulso? onfet.. 
" Maflcmd,*' fiys the Porfian hiiSa^riaaa(i3),Theydc- 
*^ plunged fin^y to oppofe the tojjrent ofoazn^f 
^^ giexming arms,, exhibiting fuch aifls of gir.vides,and 
*^ gantfc foroe^ and valour as never Mng hadpjjja! 
*^ before difplayed. A few of his friends, a. d/iosS, 
** roufed by his words and aftions, and that 
*^ innate honour which ini^ires the brave, fe- 
" CQ^ded th^ir lord fo well, that wherefoever 
*' he turned his. fetal fword, the enemies were 
" mowed down, or retreated before him. 
*^ But now, when viftory feemed to blow on 
** hh ftandard, ipisfortune was a6live behind 
*' it } fOT when be looked round, he beheld 
** almoft his whole army, excepting that body ^ 
*^ he commanded in pa&n, devouring the 
** paths of flight." The Gaznevide was aban- 
VoL. X. X doned 

(X3)JDqW, Hift. of HBndoftan, vol. ». p. 89. 95—98- I have 
c^ied this paflage at a.rpecimeQ of the Per^ao mauner ; but I fuf- 
p$^. that by. fonc odd falalUy, the ftyie of Feriibu has been im- 
P£9Ted by that of Offiao, 
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doned by the cowardice or treachery of fome 
generals of Turkifli race ; and this memora- 
ble day of Zendecan (14) founded in Perfia 
the dynafty of the fliepherd kings ( 1 5). 
The viftorious Turkmans immecUately pro- 
^^uf ceeded to the deftion of a king ; and, if the 
kian*. probablc tale of a Latin hiftorian ( 1 6) deferves 
±f; '°^*' any credit, they determined by lot the choic? 
of their new mafter. A number of arrows 
were fucceffively infcribed with the name of 
a tribe, a family, and a candidate ; they were 
drawn from the bundle by the hand of a 
child ; and the important prize was obtained 
by Togrul Beg, the fon of Michael, the fon 
of Sdjuk, whofe furname was immortalifed 
in the greatnefs of his pofterity. The fultan 
Mahmud, who valued himfelf on his fldll in 
national genealogy, profeffed his ignorance of 
the fem^ of Seljuk ; yet the father of that 
race appears to have been a chief of power 
and renown (17). For a daring intrufion in- 
to 

(14) The Zendekan d'Herbdot (p. xoi8.)» ^ Dindaka of Dow 
(vol. i. p* 97.)> *> probably the Dandanekan of Abolfeda (Geograph. 
p. 345. Reiike), a fmall town of Chorafan, two days journey from 
Mara, and renowned through the Eaft for the proKlu^ion and manu- 
fadure of cotton. ^. ^ 

• (15) The Byzantine hiftornns (Cedrenus, *tom. ii. p. 700, 767. 
Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 2$$. ^Niccphorua Bryenniua, p. si.) have con- 
founded, in this revolution, the truth of time and place, of names 
and perfons, of caufes and events. The ignorance and errors of 
thefe Greeks (wliich I ihall not ftop to unravel) may infpire fome 
diilruft of the ftory of Cyaxares and Cyrus, as it is told by their moft 
eloquent predeceflbrs. 

(16) Willerm. Tyr. (1. i. c. 7. p. 633. The divination by arrowy is 
ancient and famous in the Eaft. 

(17) D'Herbelot, p. 801. Yet after the fortune of his pofterity, 
Seljuk became the thirty-foiirth in lineal defcent from the great Afra- 
Cab, emperor of Touran (p. 800.). The Tartar pedigree of the 
houfe of Zing:i8 gave a different cafl te flattery and fable ; and the 
hiftorian Mirkhond derives the Seljukides from Alankavah, the vir- 
gin mother (p. 801 . col 2,), If they be the fame as the Za/nuts of 
Abulghazi Bahadur Khan (Hift. Genealogtque, p. I48.)| we quote 

i4 
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to the haram df his prince, Seljuk was ba* 
niihed irom Turkeftan : with a numerous 
tribe of his friends and vafials, he pafled the 
Jaxartes, encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Samarcand, embraced the religion of Maho« 
met, and acquired the crown of martyrdom 
in a war againft the infidels. His age, of an 
hundred and feven years, furpafled the life of 
his fon, and Seljuk adopted the care of his 
two grandfons, Togrul and Jaafar ; the eldeft 
of 'w^om, at the age of forty-five, was in- 
vefted with the title of fultan, in the royal 
dty of Niihabur. The blind determination j^^. ^^ 
of chance was juftified by the virtues of theeiiaraaero! 
fuccefsfiil candidate. It would be fuperfluous Jj^^ 
to praife the valour of a Turk ; and the am- a. d. lojt 
bidon of Togrul (18) was equal to his valour. ■^'°^^' 
By his arms^ the Gaznevides were expelled 
from the eaftern kingdoms of Perfia, and gra- 
dually driven to the banks of the Indus, in 
fearch of a fofter and more wealthy conqueft. 
In the Weft he annihilated the dynafty of the 
Bowides ; and the fceptre of Irak paued from 
the Perfian to the Turkifli nation. The 
princes who had felt, or who feared, the Sel- 
jukian arrows, bowed their heads in the dufi; 
by the conqueft of Aderbijan, or Media, he 

Soached the Roman confines ; and the 
herd prefumed to difpatch an ambaflador 
erald to demand the tribute and obedi- 
X 2 encc 



in their faroar the moil weighty evidence of a Tartar prince him- 
felf, the defcendant of Zingit, Alankavah, or Alancu, and Oguz 
Khau. 

(18) By a flight corruption, Togrul Beg is the Tangroli-pix of 
the Greeks. His reign and charddter are ^thfuUy exhibited by 
d'HerbUo^ (Bibliot. Orient, p. 1027, Ioa8,) and dc Guignes (Hitt. 
des Huns, torn, iii,p. x89-*ao.z.). 
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cnce of the emperor of Conftantinople (19^ 
In his own dominions, Togml was the father 
of his foldiers and pe^lc; by a firm and 
equal adminiftration Perfia was reKeved from 
the evils of anarchy ; and the lame hands 
which had been imbrued in Wood became the 
guardians of juftice and the public peace. 
The more rufUc, perhaps the wifeft, portion 
of the Turkmans (20) continued to dwell in 
the tents of their anceftors ; and, from the 
Oxus to the Euphrates, thefe military coIck 
tties were protefted and propagated by thdr 
native princes. But the Turks of the court 
and city were refined by bufinefi and fbftened 
by pleafure : they imitated the drefs, language, 
and manners^ of Perfia ; and the royal pa- 
laces of Nilhabur and Rei difplayed the order 
and magnificence of a great monarchy. The 
mofl deferving of the Arabians and Perfians 
were promoted to the honburs of the ftate ; 
and the whole body of the Turkifh nation 
embraced with fervour and fincerity the rdi- 
gion of Mahomet. The northern fwarms of 
Barbarians, who ov^-fjpread both Eun^ kDd 
Afia, have been irreconcileably feparated by the 
confequences of a fimilar condud. Among 
the Moflems, as among the Chriftians, their 
vague and local traditions have yielded to the 
reafon and authority of the prevailing iyftem, 

to 

(19) Cedrenus, torn. it. p. 774, 775. Zonaras, torn. ii. p. 457. 
With their ufual knowledge of Oriental affairs, they defcribetlie am- 
baflador as *'Jk*rif, who, liSie the fyncellus of the patiiarcb, ws 
the vicar and fucceflbr of the caliph. 

(20), From William of Tyre, I have borrowed this difiiudioo of 
Turks and Turkmans^ which at lead is popular and convcnienu 
The names are the fame, and the addition of »««, is of the fame im« 
port in the Ferfic and Teutonic idioms. Few critics will adopt the 
etymology of James dc Vitry (Hift. Hierofol. L i. c. 11. p. lotf i.}, of 
Tttrcomani* quad Tatrd ct Cohmi, a BUicd people. 
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to t3be fame of antiquity, and the confent of 
nations. But the triumph of the Koran is 
more pure 2sad meritorious, as it was not af- 
filed by any vifiMe fplendoiir of worfliip 
which might allure the Pagans by fome re- 
femblance of idolatry. The firft of the Sel- 
jukian fultans was con^icuous by his zeal and 
£iith : each day he repeated the five prayers 
which are enjoined to the true believeics • of 
each week, the two firft days were confecrat- 
cd by an extraordinary faft ; and in every <i^ 
ty a mofch was completed, before Togrul pre- 
temed to lay the foundations of a palace (21). 

With the belief of the Koran, the fon of ^c deUvcri 
Se^uk imbibed a lively reverence for the fuc- the caliph 
odttbr of the prophet. But that fublime cha- a.d?,1S. 
rader was ftJU d%uted by the caliphs of Bag- 
dad and Egypt, and each of the rivals was 
felicitous to prove his title in the judgment 
of the ftrong though illiterate ^Barbarians. 
Malmiud the Gaznevide had declared himfelf 
in iavour of the line of Abbas ; and had treat- 
ed with dignity the robe of honour which was 
prcfented by the Fatimite ambaflador. Yet 
the ungrateful Halhemite had changed with 
the change of fortune ; he applauded the vic- 
tory of Zendecan, and named the Seljukian 
fiiltan his tenxporal vicegerent over the Mot 
km world. As Togrul executed and erilaxg- 
cd this important truft, he was called to the de- 
Kverance of the caliph Cayem, and obeyed the 
holy fummons, which gave a new kingdom to 
Ms arms (22). In the palace of Bagdad, the 

commander 

(^i) Hift, G^nqpalc des Huns, torn. iii. p. 165, 166, 167. M. de 
Guignes quotes Abulmahafen an hiftorian of Cgypt. 

(22) Confult the Blbliotheque Orient ale, in the articles of the 
jfhSaffuiesy Caber^ and Caimi and the Aunala of Elihacin and Abul- 
pharagius. 
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commander of the faithful IHU flumbered, a 
venerable phantom* His fervant or mafter, 
the prince of the Bowides, could no longer 
protect him from the infolence of meaner ty- 
rants ; and the Euphrates and Tiwis were op- 
preffed by the revolt of the Turkifli and Ara- 
bian emirs. The prefence of a conqueror 
was implored as a blefling ; and the tranfient 
mifchien of fire and fword were excuied as 
the fharp but falutary remedies which alone 
could reftore the health of the republic. At 
the head of an irrefiftible force, the fultan of 
Perfia marched from Hamadan : the proud 
were cruihed, the proflxate were ipared ; the 
prince of the Bowides difappeared ; the heads 
of the moft obfUnate rebels were laid at the 
feet of Togrul ; and he inflided a leffon of 
obedience on the people of Moful and Bagdad. 
After the chalHfement of the guilty, and the 
refloration of peace, the royal fhepherd ac- 
cepted the reward of his labours ; and a ib- 
^^•g|"^^*' lemn comedy reprefented the triumph of reli- 
gious prejudice over barbarian power (23). 
'^'Hie Turkifh fultan embarked on the Tigris, 
landed at the gate of Racca, and made his 
public entry on horfeback. At the palace-gate 
he refpeftfully difmounted, and walked on 
foot, preceded by his emirs without arms. 
Th*e caliph was feated behind his black veil : 
the black garment of the Abbaffides was caft 
over his fhoulders, and he held in his hand the 
ftafF of the apoftle of God. The conqueror of 
the Eaft kifled the ground, flood fome time in 



•(13^ For this curious ceremony I am indebted to M. de Guiflrnet 
(torn. iii. p. 197, 198 ), and that learned auchOr is obliged to Bon* 
d«rl, whojrompoArd in Arabic the hifiory of the Scljukidcs (torn. 
V. p. 365.). I am ignorant ol his age, country, and charader. 
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a modeft pofture, and was led towards the 
throne by the vizir and an interpreter. Af- 
ter Tognil had feated himfelf on another 
throne, his commiflion was publicly read, 
which declared him the temporal lieutenant of 
the vicar of the prophet. He was fucceffivdy 
invefted with feven robes of honour, and pre- 
fented with feven flaves, the natives of the fe- 
ven climates of the Arabian empire, His 
myiHc veil was perfumed with mu(k; two 
crowns were placed on his head, two fcyme- 
tars were girded to his fide, as the fymbols of 
a double reign over the Eaft and Weft. After 
this inauguration, the fultan was prevented 
from proftrating himfelf a fecond time ; but 
he twice ki£fed the hand of the commander of 
jthe fciithful, and his titles were proclaimed by 
the voice of heralds and the applaufe of the 
Moflems. In a fecond vifit to Bagdad, the 
Sdjukian prince again refcued the c^Jiph from 
his enemies ; and devoutly, on foot, led the 
bridle of his mule from the prilbn to the pa- 
lace. Their alliance was cemented by the 
marriage of TogruPs fitter with the fucceffor 
of the prophet. Without reluftance he had 
introduced a Turkiih virgin into his haram ; 
but Cayem proudly refilled his daughter to 
the fultan, difdained to mingle the blood of 
the Hafhemites with the blood of a Scythian 
jhepherd; and protraded the negociation 
many months, tUl the gradual diminution of 
his revenue admonifhed him that he was ftill 
in the hands of a mafter. The royal nuptials 
were followed by the death of Togrul him- and death. 
felf(24); as he left no children, his nephew ^-^-^^^s. 

Alp 

(24) Eodem anno (A. H. 455) oblit princcps Togrulbecus. . . . 
lex dcmcns, prudens, ct pcritus rcgnaodi, cujtm terror corda mor- 

talmm 
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Atp Arflfloi fucceeded to the tide wd prerags- 
tives of fokan ; and his na^ie, after tiaat oE 
the caliph) was pr^iiouficM in the (niiUic pray- 
ers of the Moiems. Tetii^ dii& r^volation, 
the Abbaffides acquired a lar^ meafiire of li- 
berty and powers On the throfie of Afia, the 
T^rkiih monarchs were le& jedoiisof ^^df^ 
mefiic adminiAration of Bagdsui ^ ^3^ die^om- 
manders of the laithfld ivere i^dieved fitrom 
the igiKHninious vexations to iM^db they iad 
been expofed by the prefeiKse and poverty «of 
the Perfian dynafty* 
iwT"hV ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ot the cdiphS) the^difcordoiMl 
Roros^cm- degeneracy of the Saracens t^d^eded the Afia- 
pj'"j» tic provinces of Rome ; w^hich^ by the vidt>- 
'^^^^'ries of Nicephorus, Zimiices, and Bafil, had 
been extended as far as Antioch and the J^nC- 
tern boundaries of Ai-menia. T\wJffty4ive 
years after the death of Bafil, his fucceflbrs 
were fuddenly affaulted by an ui^know^i race of 
Barbarians^ who united the Scythian valour 
with the fanatidfin of new profelyt?es, and the 
art and riches of a powerftu monarchy {^5). 
llie myriads of Turkilh horfe over^read a 
frontier of fix hundred miles from IDauris to 
Arzeroum, and the blood of one hundred 
and thirty thoufand Chriftians was a gratefol 
facrifice to the Arabian prophet. Yet the aitos 

of 

uUum itivaferat, ita nt obedirent d rqges atque ad ipUim itxtbevciic. 
£lmaclD, Hift. Saracen, p. 34^. verf. Erpendii. 

(«5) For thefc wars of the Turks and Romant, fee in general the 
Byzantine hiftories of Zonaras and Ccdrcnus, Scylitzes the contmua- 
tor of Cedrenus, and Niccphorus Brycnnius Cajfar. The two firft 
of th€fe were monka, the two latter ftatcfmen ; yet fuch wew the 
Greeks, that the difference of rtyle and charadcr is fcarcely difcerni- 
ble. For tlie Orientals I draw as iifual on the wealth of d'Herbelot 
(fee titles of the firft Scljukides) and the accuracy of dc Guignes (Hift. 
des Huns, torn, iii. I. x.). 
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of Togml did «it)t make any deep or lafting 
impreJfion en the Ckredc empire. The torreat 
roUed away from the open country ; the ful- 
tsm retired withonat giory or fuccefe from the 
iiege of an Aimenian dty ; the obfcmre hofti- 
Cties were continued or fufpendcd with a vi- 
tMitude of events ; and the bravery of the 
Maoedtmian legions renewed the fame of the 
conqueror of Afia(26). The name of Alp^*sj^J^ 
Arflan, tlic valiant lion, is expreffive <yf the a. d!°* 
-popular idea of the perfeAion of man j and 1063-1071. 
the fuGce&r of Togrul difplayed the fiercenefe 
-and genero&y of t& royal animal. He paffed 
die EujArates at the head of the Turkifli ca- 
valry, and entered C^efarea, the metropolis of 
Cappadocia, to which he had been attra^ed 
by ^e £ime and wealth of the temple ci St. 
fiafiL The folid ftrua^ire refilled the dcftroy- 
tr: but he carried away the doors of the 
jhrine incrufted with gold and pearls, and 
profmed the rdics of the tutelar faint, whofe 
mortal frailties were now covered by the ve- 
na:2ible ruft of antiquity. The final conqueft Conqucftof 
of Armenia and Georgia was atchieved by Alp fnTccIi- 
Arflan. In Armenia, the title of a kingdom, gia, 
^nd the fpirit of a nation, were annihSated : io^*,J^og3. 
the artificial fortifications were yielded by the 
mercenaries of Conftantinople ; by ftrangers 
without faith, veterans without pay or arms, 
and recruits without experience or difcipline. 
The lofs of this important frontier was the 
news <rfa day ; and the Catholics were neither 

furprifed 

(a6) *2''^iptro yap tv Ti-pxetf Xoyo? «c ita VBV^fJt&yof xara^pa^mi t9 
Ttfpx6,'v yevof atro risf roiavryig ivvjLfjtevg, oTToutv o Maki^ uv AXs^avJpof c^wv 
xararfElaTo nipff-af. Cedreniis, tom. ii. p. 791. The credulity of 
the vul};ar is always probable ; and the Turks had learned from the 
i^rabs the hiHory or legeiid of Efcander Dulcaraein (d-Hcrbelot^ p. 
317, &c.). 
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iurprifed nor di^leafed, that a people fo 
deeply infeded with the Neftorian and Euty- 
chian errors, had been delivered by Ghrifl 
and his mother into the hands of the infidels 
(27). The woods and vallies of mount Gau- 
cafus were more ftrenuoufly defended by the 
native Georgians (28) or Iberians: but the 
Turkiih fultan and his fon Malek were inde- 
fatigable in this holy war ; their captives 
were compelled to promife a fpiritual as well as 
temporal obedience ; and, inftead of their 
collars and bracelets, an iron horfe-lhoe, a 
badge of ignominy, was impofed on the infi- 
dels who ftill adhered to the worflup of their 
fathers. The change, however, was not fin- 
cere or univerfal ; and, through ages of fer- 
vitude, the Georgians have maintained the 
fucceffion of their princes and bifhops. But a 
race of men, whom nature has caft in her moft 
perfeft mould, is degraded by poverty, igno- 
rance, and vice ; their profeflion, and ftill 
more their praftice, of Chriftianity is an 
empty name ; and if they have emerged from 
herefy, it is only becaufe they are too illiterate 
to remember a metaphyfical creed (29). 

The 

{%?) 'Ot Mu tfin^f *ai lAtffVTfTttfMaVf juu Affuvua wuta-u* uxuit *nv 
IttUMriv rtt Nic-opitf hai rw Axt^Xm BfnoTUutfa-iy ai^TW, (Sqrlitzcs, ad 
calcem Cedreni, torn. ii. p. 834. wh«fe ambiguous conftnidioa fliall 
not tempt me to iufpe<ft that he confounded the Neftoriao and Mo* 
nophyHte herefies). He familiarly taUu of the fc^Mc, x^^oc, ep^v, Ocv, 
. qualities, as I ihould apprehend, very foreifrn to the perfeA Being ; 
. but his bigotry is forced to confefs, that they were fooc afterwa^s 
difcharged on the orthodox Romans. 

(a8) Had the name of Georgians been known to the Greeks (Strit- 
tcr,^ Memorix Byzant. tom. iv. Uerica), I (hould derive it from their 
agriculture, as the Ixi/dfti yf»pyoi of Fierodotus (1. iv. c. 18. p. aSp. 
edit. WciTeling). But it appears only fince the crufades, among the 
I^atins (Jac. a Vitriaco, Hift. Hicrofol. c, 79, p. 1095.) and Orientals 
(d*HerbeIot, p.4O70> »od was devoudy borrowed from St. George 
of Cappadocia. 

(29) Mofticim, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclcf. p. 632. Sec in Chardin's 
Travels (tom. i. p. 171— 174. )» the manners and religion of this 

handfome 
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The falfe or genuine magnanimity of Mah-Thc cmpc- 
mud the Gaznevide, was not imitated by Alp^^^i d^^I 
Arllan ; and he attacked without fcruple the ncs, 
Greek emprefs Eudoda and her children. His ,068-1071. 
alarming progrefe compelled her to give her- 
felf and ner fceptre to the hand of a foldier ; 
and Romanus Diogenes was invefted with the 
Imperial purple* His patriotifm, and perhaps 
his pride, urged him from Conftantinople 
vdtmn two months after his acceffion ; and 
the next campaign he moft fcandaloufly took 
the field during the holy feftival of Eafter. In 
the palace, Diogenes was no more than the 
huiband of Eudocia : in th^ camp, he was the 
emperor of the Romans, and he fuftainedthat 
character with feeble refources and invincible 
courage. By his fpirit and fuccefs, the fol- 
diers were taught to aft, the fubjeds to hope, 
and the enemies to fear. The Turks had pe- 
netrated into the heart of Phrygia ; but the 
fultan himfdf had refigned to his emirs the 
profecution of the war ; and their numerous 
detachments were fcattered over Afia in the 
fecurity of conqueft. Laden with fpoil and 
carelefs of difcipUne, they were feparately fur- 
prifed and defeated by the Greeks : the activi- 
ty of the emperor feemed to multiply his pre- 
fence j and while they heard of his expedition 
to Antioch, the enemy felt his fword on the 
hills of Trebizond. In three laborious cam- 
paigns, the Turks were driven beyond the 
Euphrates : in the fourth and laft, Romanus 
undertook the deliverance of Armenia. The 
defolation of the land obliged him to tranfport 

a fupply 

hand fome but worthkfs nation. See the pedigree of their princes 
from Adam to tlie prefent century, in the ubles of M. de Giugnes 
(torn. i. p. 433— 438.). 
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a fiipply ctf two mfbnths provifions ; znd he 
mardied forwards to the fiege of Makzkerd 
(30), an important foitrefe in the midway be- 
tween the modem cities of Arzeroum and Van, 
His army amounted,at the leaft,to one hundred 
thou^d men. Hie troops of Conftantiaople 
were reinforced by the diforderiy multitudes 
of Phrygia and Cappadocia; but the real 
fbrofigth was compofed of the fufejeds and al- 
Ses of Europe, the legioi^s of Macedonia, and 
the fi^uadrons of Bulgaria ; the Uzi, a Molda* 
vian hord, who were themfelves of the Tur- 
kiOirace (31); and above afl, the mercenary 
and adventurous bands of French and Nor- 
mans. Their lances were commanded by the 
valiant Urfel of Baliol, the kinSo^afl or father 
of the Scottifh kings (32), and were allowed 
to excel hi the cxercife of arms, or, accord^ 
ing to the Oreek ftyfe, in the pradke of the 
Pyrrhic dance, 
nrfcitof On the report of this bold invafion, which 
Bians,^ threatened his hereditary dominions, Alp Ar- 
A.D..o7i> flan 

AuguiL 

(30) This city is tneoticmed by Coofiantine Porpliyragtintns (de 
Admimftrat. Imperil, 1. il. c. 44. p. 1 1 9 . ), and the Byzantines of the 
xfth century, under the name of Mantzikierte, and by fome is con. 
founded with Thepdofiopolis; bat Deililc, in his notes and maps has 
▼cry properly fixed the fituation. Abulfcda (Gcograph. tab. xvixi. 
p. 310.) defcribes Malafeerd as a fmall town, built with black ftonc, 
fappUed with water, without trees, &c. 

(31) The Uzi of the Greeks (Stritter, Mem or. Byzaiit. torn, iii, 
p. 9*3— -948.) are the Gozz of the Orientals (Hift. des Huns, tom. 
ii.p.5»». torn. iii. p. 133, &c ). They af/pear on the Danube and 
the Volga, in Armenia, Syria, and Choraian, and the name feems 
to have been extended to the whole Turkman race. 

(3») Urfelius (the Ruffelius of Zonaras) is diftinguiflied by Jcf* 
frey Malaterra (1. i. c. 33 ) among the Norman conquerors of Sicily, 
and with the furname of Ba/iei : and our own hiftorians will tell how 
the Baliols came from Normandy to Durham, built Bernard^s caftie 
on the Tees, married anheirefsof Scotland, &c. Ducange (Not. ad 
Nicephor. Bryennium, 1. ii. No. 4.) has laboured the fubieft in ho- 
nour of the prefident dc Bailjcul, whofe father bad exchanged the 
hvord for the gown. 
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flan flew to the fcene of action at the head of 
forty thoTifand horfe (3O. His rapid and 
ikiUril evolutions difirefied and difmayed the 
fuperior numbers of the Gredcs ; and in the 
defeat of Bafilacius, one of their principal ge- 
nerals, he difplayed the iEirft example of his va-> 
lour and clemency. The imprudence of the 
emperor had feparated his forces after the re- 
duction of Malazkerd. It was in vain that 
he attempted to recal the mercenary Franks : 
they refufcd to obey his fummons ; he dif- 
dained to await their return : the defertion of 
the Uzi filled his mind with anxiety and fut 
pidon ; and againft the moft falutary advice he 
rufliedvforwardstofpeedyanddedfive adion. 
Had he Kftened to the fair propofalsof the fultan, 
Romanus might have fecurcd a retreat, perhaps 
a peace ; but in thefe overtures he fuppofed the 
fear or weaknels of the enemy, and his anfwer 
was conceived in the tone of infult anddefiance, 
^ If the Barbarian wifbes for peace, let him 
'' evacuate the ground which he occupies for 
** the encampment oF the Romans, and fur- 
** render his dty and palace of Rei as a pledge 
*' of his fincerity/* Alp Arflan fmiled at the 
vanity of the demand, but he wept the death 
of fo many faithful Moflems ; and, after a de- 
vout prayer, proclaimed a free permiffion to 
all who were defirous of retiring from the 
field. With his own hands he tied up his 
horfe's tail, exchanged his bow and arrows 
for a mace and fcymetar, clothed himfelf in a 

white 



(33)£linacm(p. 343, 344.) affignsthis probable number, which 
isreducedbyAbulpharagiu8toi5,ooo (p. 227.), and by d*HcrbeIoc 
If, 102.) to 22,000 horfe. But the fame Elmacm gives 300,000 
men to the emperor, of whom Abulpharagius fays, cum centum ho- 
iniDtmi millibus, multi(<}ue eqnis et magn4 pompi inihru^ut. The 
Greeks ahftain from any definition of numbers. 
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white garment, perfumed his body with mufk, 
and declared that if he were vanquiftied, that 
fpot ihould be the place of his burial (34)* 
The fultan himfelf had afFefted to cafl away 
his miffile weapons ; but his hopes of viAory 
were placed in the arrows of the Turkilh ca- 
valry, whofe fquadrons were loofely diflxibut- 
ed in the form of a crefcent. Inftead of the 
fucceffive lines and referves of the Grecian 
ta&ics, Romanus led his army in a iingle and 
folid phalanx, and preffed with vigour and 
impatience the artful and yielding refiflance 
of the Barbarians. In this defultory and firuit- 
lefs combat he wafted the greater part of a 
fummer's day, till, prudence and fatigue com- 
pelled him to return to his camp. But a re- 
treat is always perilous in the face of an a^VjC 
foe; and no fooner had the ftandard been 
turned to the rear than the phalanx was bro- 
ken by the bafe cowardice, or the bafer jea- 
loufy, of Andronicus, a rival prince, who 
difgraced his birth and the purple of the Cae- 
fars(35). The Turjdih fquadrons poured a 
cloud of arrows on this moment of confufion 
and laffitude ; and the horns of their formida- 
ble crefcent were clofed in the rear of the 
Greeks. In. the deftruftion of the army and 
pillage of the camp, it w^ould be needlefs to 
mention the number of the flain or captives. 
The Byzantine writers deplore the lofs of an 

ineftimable 

(34) The Byzantine writers do not fpeak (6 diftinAly of the pt«. 
dbnce of the fultan ; he committed his forces to an eunuch, had re* 
tired to a diftance, Sec. Is it ignorance, orjcaloufy, or truth ? 

(35) He was the fon of the Caefar John Ducas, brother of the 
emperor Conftantine (Ducange,' Fam, Byzant. p. 165.). Nlcepho- 
rus firyennius applauds his virtues and extenuates his faults (1. i, 
p. 30. r^S. 1. iii- p. 53 ), Yet he owns his enmity to Romanu8> 
ttffaw i§ <|>txt»c txvv wfoff ^ao-iKid, Scylitzes fpeaks more explicitly 
of bis treafon. 
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inefiimable pearl: they forget to mention, Captwity 
that in this ratal day the Aiiatic provinces of anccVf7he 
Rome were irretrievably iacrificed. tmpcror. 

As long as a hope furvived, Romanus at- 
tempted to rally and fave the relics of his ar- 
my. When the centre, the Imperial ftation, 
was left naked on all fides, and encompaffed 
by the viftorious Turks, he ftill, with defpe- 
rate courage, maintained the fight till the clofe 
of day, at the head of the brave and faithful 
fubjedb who adhered to his fl:andard. They 
fell around him : his horfe was flain, the em- 
peror was wounded ; yet he ftood alone and 
intrepid, till he was opprefled and bound by 
the ftrength of multitudes. The glory of 
this illuftrious prize was difputed by a flave 
:md a foldier ; a flave who had feen him on 
the throne of Conftantinople, and a foldier 
whofe extreme deformity had been excufed 
oil the promife of fome fignal fervice. Def- 
poiled of his arms, his jewels, and his purple, 
Romanus £pent a dreary and perilous night on 
the field of battle, amidft a diforderly crowd 
of the meaner Barbarians. In the morning 
the royal captive was prefented to Alp Arflan, 
who doubted of his fortune, till the identity 
of the perfon was afcertained by the report of 
his ambafladors, and by the more pathetic 
evidence of Baiilacius, who embraced with 
tears the feet of his unhappy fovereign. The 
fucceffor of Conftantine, in a plebeian habit, 
was led into the Turkifli divan, and com- 
manded to kife the ground before the lord of 
Afia. He reluftantly obeyed ; and Alp Arflan, 
ftarting from his throne, is faid to have plant- 
ed his foot on the neck of the Roman empe- 
ror. 
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tar (36). But the fafk is doubtful ; zni if, 
in tlus moment of infblence, the fultan com- 
plied with a national cuftom, the reft of his 
condu<^ has extorted the praife of hi& bigotted 
foes, and may afford a leflbn to the moA dvi* 
lized ages* He inftantly ndfed the royal cap- 
tive fr^ the ground ; and thrice c]a^)iag 1^9 
hand with tender fytnpathy , affured hun, th%t 
his life and dignity ihould be inviohtte in the 
hands of a prince who had learned to rf ^^ 
the majefiy of his equals and the viciffitnilest 
of fortune* From the divan, Romanu^was 
condui^ed to an adjacent tent, where he was 
ferved with pomp and reverence by the officers 
of the fultan, who, twice each day, featedr 
him in the place of honour at; his own table* 
In a free and familiar converiation of eight 
days, not a word, not a look, of infult, 
efcaped from the conqueror ; but he feverdy 
cenfured the unworthy fubjefts who had d^ 
ferted their valiant prince in the hour of dan- 
ger, and gently admoniihed his antagonift of 
fome errors which he had committed in the 
management of the wan In the preliminarie& 
of negociation. Alp Arflan afked him what 
treatment he expefted to receive, and th^ 
calm indifference of the emperor diiplays the 
freedom of his mind. " If you are cruel,*' 
laid he, '* you will take my life ; if you lifien 
*' to pride, you will drag me at your chariot 
*' wheels ; if you coufult your intereft, you 
*' will accept a ranfom, and reftore me to my 
** country." " And what,'* continued the 

fukan, 

(36) Thl&circumfUnGe^ wKkb w« read and doubt irv Scylitacs- 
and ConAantine Manafles^ is more prudently omitted by Nicepbo-- 
rus and Zonaras* 
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fultan, ** would have been your own Behavi- 
" our, had fortune fmiled on your arms; ?'* * 

The reply of the Greek betrays a fentiment, 
which prudence, and even gratitude, fliould 
have taught him to fupprefs. " Had I van- 
'* quiflied," he fiercely faid, " I would have 
'* infliAed on thy body many a ftripe." The 
Turkifli conqueror fmiled at the infolence of 
his captive; obferved that the Chriftian law 
inculcat^*d the love of enemies and forgivenefs 
of fn|uries ; and nobly declared, that he ^vt)uld 
not militate an example which he condemned. 
After mature deliberation. Alp Arflan diftated 
the terms of liberty and peace, a ranfom of a 
ftiillion, an annual tribute of three hundred 
arid fi^y thoufand pieces of gold (27\ ^^^ 
marriage of the royal children, and the deli- 
verance of all the Moflems who were in the 
power of the Greeks. Romamis, withafigh, 
fubfcribed this treaty, fo difgraceful to the 
majefty of the empire; he was immediately 
invefted with a Turkifli robe of honout ; his 
nobles and patricians were reftored , to their 
foyereign ; and the fultan, aftet a courteous 
embrace, difmiffed him with rich prefents 
and a military ffuard. No fooner did he reach 
the confines of the empire, than he was in- 
formed that the palace and provinces had dif- 
claimed their allegiance to a captive : a fiim 
of two hundred thoufand pieces was painfully 
coUeft^d ; and the fallen monarch tranfmitted 
this part of his ranfom, with a fad qonfeffion. 
Vol. X. y ' of 



(37) The ranfom and trlbnte are attefled by reafon and the Ori- 
entals. The other Greeks are modeftly filent ; but Nicephoru* 
Bryennlus dares to afErm, that the terms were uk ava^idg 'Poo^asMv 
*?PC'5 *"^ t^^^ the emperor would have preferred death to a fham«- 
ful treaty. 



Digitized 



by Google 



3o6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of his iHipotence anddiigrace. The generoii- 
• ty, or perhaps the axnbition, of the fultan^ 
prepared to eq)Oufe the caufe of his ally ^ but 
his defigns were prevented by the defeat, im- 
prifonment, and death, ot Romanus Dio- 
genes (38). 
Dtath bf In the treaty of peace, it does not appear 
Ala^lo'ilthat A^ Arflan extorted any province or city 
from the captive emperor ; and hi& revenge 
was fatisfied with the trophies of his viftory, 
and the fpoils of Anatolia, from Antioch to 
the Black Sea. The faireft part of Afia was 
fubjecl to his laws : twelve nundred princes, 
or the fons of princes, ftood before his throne ; 
and two hundred thouiand foldiers marched^ 
under his banners. The fultan diidained to 
purfue the furtive Greeks ; but heiyieditatcd 
the more glorious conqueft of Turkeftan, the 
original feat of the houie of Se^uk. He moved 
from Bagdad to the banks of the Oxu&; a 
bridge was thrown over the river •, a^ twen- 
ty days were confumed in the paflage of his 
troops. But the progrefs of the great king 
was retarded by the governor of Berzem ; and 
Jofeph the Carizmian prcfiimed to defend his 
fortrefs againfk the powers of the Eaft. When 
he was produced a captive in the royal tent, 
the fultan, inftead 01 praiiing his valour, fe- 

verdy 



(^1%) The defeat and captivity of Romanus Diogenes may be found 
in John ScyUtzes ad caleem Ccdrcni, torn. ii. p, 835 — 843. Zona- 
ras, torn. il. p. 281 — a84. Nicephorus Bryennius, 1. i. p. 25 — 32. 
Glycas, p. 325 — 327. Conftantine ManafTes, p. 134. Elmacin, 
Hift. Saracen, p. 343, 344. Abulpharag. Dynall. p. 227. d*Her- 
belot, p. ic2y 103. de Guignes, torn. iii. p. 207—- 211^ Befides 
my oid acquaintance Elmacin and Abulpharagius, the hiftorian of 
the Huns has confulted Abulfeda, and his epitomizer Benfchounab^ 
a Chronicle of the Cah'phs, by Soyouthi, Abulmahafen of Egypt 
and Novairi of Africa. 
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verely irq>roached his obftinate folly ; and the 
infolent replies of the rebel provoked a fen- 
tencc, that he fliould be fattened to four 
(lakes and left to empire in that painful litua- 
tion. At this command the demerate Cariz- 
iTiian, drawing a dagger, ruCbed neadlong tq- 
Y(rard$ the throne : the guards raifed their bat- 
tle-axes; their zeal wa9aiecked by Alp Arflan^ 
the moft fkilful archer of the age ; he drew 
Hs bow, but his foot flipped, the arrow glan- 
ced alide, and he received in his breaft the 
dagger of Jofeph, who was inftantiy cut in 
pieces. The wound was mortal; and the 
Turkilh prince bequeathed a dying admoniti- 
on to the pride of kings. ** In my youth,-* 
<^ iaid Alp Arflan, I was advifed by a iage, to 
^' humble niyfelf before God; to diftruft my 
*^ own ftrcngth; and never to defpife the 
" moft contemptible foe, I have neglefted 
*^ thefe leflbns ; and my negled has been de- 
" fcrvedly pupiflied. Yefterday, as from an 
" eminence I beheld the numbers, the difci- 
'^ piine, and the fpirit, of my armies, the * 
** earth fe^med to tremble under my feet ; 
** and I (aid in my heart, furely thou art the 
^^ king of the world, the greateft and moft in- 
" vincible of warriors. Thefe armies are no 
^' longer mine ; and in the confidence of my 
" perfonal ftrength, I now fall by the hand of 
** an affaffin (39)." Alp Arflan poflefled the 
virtues of a Turk and a Mufulman ; his voice 
and ftature tommanded the reverence of man* 
Ya kind; 



(39) Thi$ inlercfting death is told by d'fJcrbelot (p. 103, 104.% 
and M. dc Guienes (torn, iii. p. aia, 213.), from their Oricntai 
writers \ but neither of them have transfuf ed the fpirU of Slmacifl 
(Hift. Saracen, p. 344, 345 ). 
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kind ; his face was fliaded with long whifkers ; 
and his ample ttirbaii was fafliioned in the 
flKape of 1 ci*owh. The remains of the ftiltin 
were depofited ih the tomb of the Seljukian 
dyhafty ; and the paffenger might read and 
meditate this ufeful infcripticn (40) : " O ye 

" WHO HAVE SEEN THE GLORY OF AlP AkS- 
" LAN EXALTED TO THE HEAVENS, REPAIR 
*' TO MaRU, and you will BEHOLD IT BU- 

** Rifb IN THE DUST !'* The annihilation of 
the infcription, and the tomb itfelf, more for- 
cibly proclaims the inftability of human great- 
nefs. 
Reign and During the life of Alp Arflan, his eldeft fon 
of M^kk" h^d been acknowledged as the future fultan 
bhah, of the Turks. On his father*s death, the in- 
^' ^' heritance was difputed by an uncle, a coufin, 

2072-1092. . r / t • z' ^ 

and a brother : they drew their icymetars, 
and affembled their followers ; and the triple 
viftoryof MalekShah (41) eftablifhed his own 
reputation and the right of primogeniture. 
In every age, ahd more efpecially in Afia, the 
thirft of power has infpired the fame paffions 
and occafioned the fame diforders ; but, from 
the long feries of civil war, it would not be 
eafy to extract a fentiment more pure and 
magnanimous thaii is contained in a faying of 
. the Turkilh prince. On the eve of the battle, 

he 



(40) a crItJc of high renown (the late Dr. Johnfon), who has fe- 
vcrely fcrutinifed the epitaphs of Pope, might cavil in this fublime 
infcription at the words " repair to Maru/' fince the reader muft 
already be at Maru before he could peiufe the infcription, 

(41) The Bibliotheque Orientale has given the text of the reign 
of Maiek (p, 542, 543, 544. 654, 655.) \ and the Hiftoire Gene- 
rale des Huns, torn. iii. p. 214-— 224.. has added the ufual meafure 
of repetition, emendation, and fuppleivient. Wiihout thofe two 

' learned Frenchmen^ I (houU be blind iuuecd in the fiaAern world. 
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he performed his devotions at Thous, before 
the tomb of the Imam Riza. As the fultan 
roie from the ground, he afked his vizir Ni- 
zam, who had knelt befide him, what had 
been the pbjed of his fecret petition, " that 
*' your arms may be crowned with victory," 
was the prudent, and moft probably the fin- 
cere anfwer of the minifter. " For my 
*' part," replied the generous Malek, " I 
" implored the Lord of hofts, that he 
" would take from me my life and crown^ 
*' if my brother be more worthy than myfelf 
"*' to reign over theMoflems." The favoura- 
We judgment of heaven was ratified by 
the caliph ; and for the firfl: time, the facred 
title of commander of the faithful was com- 
municated to a Barbarian. But the Barbarian, 
by his perfonal merit, and the extent of his 
empire, was the greatefl; prince of his age. 
After the fettlement of. Perfia and Syria, hp 
marched at the head of innumerable armies, 
to atchieve the concjueft of Turk€fi:an, which 
had been undertaken by his father. In his 
paflage of the Oxus the boatmen who had 
been employed in tranfporting fome troopfe, 
complained, that thejir payment was afligned 
on the revenues of Antioch. The fultap 
frowned at this prepofterpus choice ; but he 
fmiled at the artful flattery of his vizir. '* It 
" was not to poflipone their reward, th^t I 
" felefted thefe remote places, but to leave a 
*' memorial to pofl;erity, |:hat under your 
" reign, Antioch and the O^us were fubjedl 
" to the fame fovereign." But this defcrip- 
tion of his limits was unjuft and parfimoni- 
ous : beyond the Oxus, he reduced to his 

obe4ienc^ 
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obedience the cities of Bochara, Carizme, and 
Samarcand, and crulhed each rebellious flave, 
or indq)endent lavage, vpiio dared to refill:. 
Malek paffed the Sihon of JaxarteS, the laft 
boundary of Perfim civilisation : the hords 
of Turkeftan yielded to his fupremacy ; his 
name was inferted on thfe tolns, ind In the 
|)rayers of Cafligar,' a Tatfar kingdom on the 
'extreme borders of China. From the Chi- 
nefe frontier, he ftretched his immediate ju- 
f ifdii^on or feudatory f^ay to the weft and 
fouth, asfeir as the mountains of Georgia, 
the nei^bourhc^od of Cotiftantinople, the 
hbly city of Jerulalem, and the fpicy ^qves 
6f Arabia iFefoc. tnftead of refigning him- 
felf to the lurary of his Harem, the fliepherd 
king, both in peac6 and tc^r, was in a<aioti 
and in the fitld. fiy the perpetual motioti 
of the roy^ camp, each province Was fuc- 
cfeffively bletfed ^th his prefence; and he 
is laid to have perambulated twelve times 
the wide extent of his dominions, which 
ftirpaffed the Jlfiatk reign of CyruS and the 
caliphs. Of thefe expedftions, the moft pi- 
bias and ^lendid was the pilgrimage of 
Mecca : the freedom and Ikfety of the cara- 
vans were protefted by his arms ; the citizens 
and pilgrims were enriched by the profufion 
of his ahn^ ; and the defert waS cheared by 
the places of relief and tefrelhment, which 
he inftituted fot the ufe of his brethren. 
Hunting was the pleafure, and even the oaf- 
lion, ot the fultan, and his train confifted of 
forty-fcven thoufand horfes; but ajfter the 
maifacre of a Turkilh chace, xor each piece of 
game, he bellowed a piece of gold on the 
poor, a flight atonement, at the expence of 

the 
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thie people, fco* the coft and mifdiief of the 
anmfement of kings. In the peaceful prof- 
perity of his reign, the cities of Alia were 
adorned with pSaces apd ho^ritals, with 
mofchs and colleges ; few departed from his 
Divan without reward, and none without 
juftice. TTie language and literature of Perfia 
xevTved under the houfe of Seljuk (42) ; and 
if Malek emulated the liberality of a Turk lefs 
potent than himfelf(43), his palace might 
refound with the fongs of an hundred poets. 
The fultan beftowed a more ferious and learn- 
ed care on the reformation of the calendar, 
which was eflFefted by a general affembly of 
the aftronomers of the Eaft. By a law of the 
prophet, the Moflems are confined to the ir- 
regular courfe of the lunar months ; in Per- 
fia, fince the age of Zorogiter, the revolution 
of the fiin has been known and celebrated as 
an annual feftival (44) ; but after the f^ 6f 
the Magian empire, the intercalation had been 
negiefted ; the fraftions of minutes and hours 
were mukiplied into days; and the date of 
the Spring was removed from thfe fign of 
Aries to that of Kfces. The rei^n of Malek 
was illuftrated by the GeMaan sera ; and all 
errors, either paft or luturie, were correded 

by 



(^a) Sec an -cTcrflent difcowfc at the end of Sir William Jones's 
Uiflory of Nadir Sbah, and the articles of the poets, Amak, An- 
▼ari, Rafcbidi, &c. in the Bibliotheque Orientate. 

(43) His name was Kheder Khan. Four bags were placed round 
hisfopha, and as he liftened to the fong, he caft handfuls of gold 
and filverio^he poets (d'HerJielot, f, -io70. AH this may be true ; 
but I do notundcrftand how he could reign in Tranfoxiana in the 
time of Malek Shah, and much lefs how Kheder could fiirpafs him 
in power andpomp. 1 fufpc^ that the beginning, not the end, of 
the xith century, is the true ftrra of his relga. 

(44) See Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, torn, W* p. %ZS^ 
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by a computation of time, whith furpafies 
the Julian, and approaches the accuracy of 
the Gregorian, ftyle (45). 
Hw death * ^^ ^ period when Europe was plunged in 
A.D.io^i. the deepeft Barbafifm, the light and fplen- 
dour of Alia may be afcribed to the docility 
rather than the knowledge of the Turkifh 
conquerors. An ample fliare of their wifdom 
and virtue is due to a Perfian vizir, who rul- 
ed the empire under the reigns of Alp Arflan 
and his fon. Nizam, one of the moft illuf- 
trious' minifters of the Eaft, was honoured 
by the caliph as an oracle of reiigioi) and fci- 
cnce ; he was trufced by the fultah as the ' 
faithful vicegerent of his power and juftice. 
After an adminiftrjition of thirty years,, the 
fame of the vi^ir, his wealth, arid eyea his 
feryices, were transformed into crifnes-' He 
was overthrown By the infidious arts of a 
woman and a rival } and his fall was haftened 
by a ralh declaration, that his cap ;and ink- 
hOTU,' the badges of his office, were cpwefted 
by t'he divine decree with the throne arid dia- 
idem of the fultan* AtVthe. age of ninety, 
three years, the venerable ftatefman was dif- 
miffed by his mafter^ acqufed by his enemies, 
and riiurdered by a tariatic : the laft words, of 
Nizam attefted nis innocence, and the re- 
mainder of Malek's life was fliort and inglo- 
rious. From Ifpahan, the fcene of this dif- 
graceful tranfa6Uoi>, tjie fultan moved to Bag- 
, dad 



(4?)Tli'e C(2lalsean *ra(GelaIec!dih, Glory of the Faith, was one 

of the narhe's 6'r titbs of Mak"k Shaji) is fixed to the 15th of March, 

A. H; 47i', a; D.1079. I>t: Hyd'^tras produced the original tcfti- 

* liionics of the Perfians and Arabians (de Religiofie " vcterum Pcrfji- 

rum, c. 16. p. :ioc — 211.^. ' ''''* ''•'; ' 
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dad with the defign of tranfplanting the ca- 
Kph, and of fixing his own refidence in the 
capital of the Moflem world. The feeble 

'fucceffor of Mahomet obtained a refpite of 
ten days ; and before the expiration of the 
term, the Barbarian was fummoned by the 
angel of death.. His ambafladors at Confian- 

. tinople had afked in marriage a Roman prin- 
cefs ; but the propofal was decently eluded ; 

. and the daughter of Alexius, who might 
herfelf have been the viftim, expreffes her 
abhorrence of this unnatural conjunftion (46). 
The daughter of the fultan was beftowed on 
the caliph Moftadi, with the imperious con- 
dition, that, renouncing the fociety of his 

. wives and concubines, he ihould for ever con- 
fine himfelf to this honourable alliance. 

The greatnefs and unity of the TurkifliDlvifionoC 

. empire expired in the perfon of Malek Shah. ^^ sdjuki- 

• His vacant throne was diluted by his bro- "*"'**"*' 
ther and his four fons ; and, after a feries of 
civil wars, the ! treaty which reconciled the 
furviving candidates confirmed a lafting fepa- 
ration in the Ferftan dynafty, the eldeft and 
principal branch of the houfe of Sehuk, 
The three younger dynafties were thole of 
Kerman^ of Syriuj and of Roum : the firft of 
thefe commanded an extenfive, though ob- 
fcure(47), dominion on the fliores of thp 

Indian 



(46) She rpeaks of thi» Perfian royalcy as kvacmq nanoitufMinctpof 
TTEvtaf. Anna Comneoa was only nine years old at the eud of tne 
reign of Malek Shah {A,T), 109^), and when flie fpeaks of hit aflaf- 
finatioii, (he confounds the fultan with the vizir (Alexias, 1. vi. p. 
177,178.). 

(47) So obfcure, that the iuduftryof M. de Guignes could only 
copy (torn. l. p. 244. toro. lii. parti, p. 269* &c«) thehiftory, or ra- 
ther 
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Indian ocean (48) : the &ccmd expelled the 
Arabian princes of Aleppo and Daemafeus; 
and the thirds our peculiar care, invaded the 
Roman provinces of Afia Minor. The gene- 
rous pcdicy of M^ek contributed to their 
devation ; he allowed the princes of his 
blood, even thofe whom he had vanquiflied 
in the field to fedk new kingdoms worthy 6f 
their ambition ; nor was he difplea&d that 
they fhould draw away the more ardent ipi« 
rits, who might have difturbed the tranquil- 
lity of his reign. As the fupreme head of his 
family and nation, the great fukan of Perfia 
commanded the dDcdience and tribute of his 
royal brethren : the thrones t)f Kerman and 
Nice, of Aleppo and Damaicus; the Atabcks, 
and emirs of Syria and Mef(^otamia, ereded 
their ftandards under the Ihadcrw of his fcep- 
tre (49) ; and the hords of Turkmans over- 
fcread the plains of the weftem Afia. After 
the death of Malek, the bands of ^xsaon and 
fiibordination were relaxed and finally dif- 
fdived : the indulgence of the koufe of Sel- 
juk invefted their flaves with the inheritance 
of kingdoms ; and, in the Oriental ftyie, a 
crowd of iwinces arofe)fram the duft of tJ^ir 
Jeet(5o> 

A prince 

therlift, of the Seljukides of Kerman, in BibGotheque Orlentsle. 
Thfty Wiere extinguiflied before the end of the xiith century. 

(48) Tavernier, perhaps th^ only traveller wl>o has vilited Kef- 
inan, defcribes the capital as a great ruinous village, twenty-five 
days journey from Ifpahan, and twenty-fevcn from Ormus, in the 
toidft of ftfeftik country ( Voystg^s Ctt 'Turquie ct en Perfe, p. X07. 

IIO.). 

{j^)lt tppttfrs from Anna Oolmicna, that the Turks of Afia 
'M-iHot tfbcycd thrf fignet and chiaufs of the great fultan (Alexias, i. 
vi. p. 170.) ; and that the two fans of Solimaa were detained in his 
court (p. 180.). 

(50) Thisexpreffion is quoted by MIt tie la Croix (Vie de Gcrgif- 
can, p, 161.)., from fome poet, moft probably a Pcrfian. 
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A M-ince of the royal line, Cutulmifli, the conqueftof 
fcxi of Izr^, the fon of Seljuk, had Men in ^^^^^ 
a battle againft Alp Arflan ; and the humane Turks, 
viftor had dropt a tear over his grave. His;^-^i'**7* 
five fons, ftrong in arms, ambitious of power, '^ ^ 
and eager for revexige, unflieathed their fcy- 
metars againft the fon of Alp ArUan. The 
two armies expec]:ed the iignal, when the ca- 
fiph, forgetful of the majefty which feduded 
him from vulgar eyes, interpofed his venera- 
ble mediation* " Inftead of fliedding the 
^* blood of your brethren, your brethren both 
^* in defcent and faith, unite your forces in ah 
• *^ holy war againft the Gredcs, the enemies of 
«« God and his apoftle.'* They liftenedto his 
voice; the fultan embraced his rebellious 
Jdnfinen ; and the eldeft, the valiant Soliman, 
accqpted the roy^ ftandard, which gave him 
the free conqueft and heredUtary command of 
the provinces of the Roman empire, from 
Arzeroum to ConftaAtinople, and the un- 
laiown regions of the Weft (51). Accom- 
panied by his four brothers, he ^(Ted the 
Euphrates : the Turkiih camp ^as foon feat* 
ed in the neighbourhood of Kutakh in Phry* 
^a ; and his flying <:avalry laid wafte the 
country as far as the HdBefpont and the Black 
Sea, Since the decline of the empire, the 
peninfiila of Aiia Minor had been expofed to 
the tranfient, though deftru^tive, ii»:oads of 

the 



Xsi) On the conqueftof Afia Minor, M. deCuignes has derived 
nb afliftance from the ^iUlh or AAbiati yftkurs, wlio firoduct « 
naked lift of the Seljukides of Roum. The Greeks are unwiilng to 
cxpofe their Oiame, and we muft extort fome hints from Scylitxet 
(p. 860. 863.), Nicephorus Bryennius(p. 88,91, 92, &c Z03, I04.)» 
^d Anna Comnena (Alexias, p. 91, 92, ftc, z68, Ac.]* 
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the Perfians and Saracens j but the fruits of a 
lafting conqueft were referved for the Turkifh 
fultan; and his arms we're introduced by the 
Greeks, who afpired to reign on the ruins 
of their country. Since the captivity of Ro- 
manus, fix years the feeble fon of Eudocia 
had trembled under the weight of the Impe- 
rial crown, till the provinces of the Eaft and 
Weft were loft in the fame month by a double 
rebellion : of either chief Nicephorus was the 
commoil name ; but the furnames of Bryen- 
niiis and Botoniates diftinguifh the European 
and Afiatic candidates. Their reafons, or ra- 
ther their promifes, were weighed in the di- 
van ; and, after fome hefitation, Soliman de- 
dared himfelf in favour of Botoniates, open- 
ed a free paflage to his troops in their match 
from Antioch to Nice, and joined the banner 
of the crefcent to that of the crofs. After 
his ally had afcenied the throne of Conftan- 
tinople, the fultan was. hofpitably entertained 
in the fiiburb of CljryfopdUs or Scutari ; and 
a body of* two thoufand Turks was transport- 
ed into Europe, to whofe dexterity and cou- 
rage the new emperor was indebted for . the 
^defeat and .captivity of his rival Bryen- 
nius. 'But the conqueft of Europe was dearly 
purchafed by the facrifice of Afia : Conftanti- 
nople was deprived of tlxe obedience and re- 
venue of the provinces beyond the Bofphorus 
and HeDefpont ; and the regular progrefs of 
the Turks, who fortified the pafles of the 
rivers and mountains, left not a hope of their 
.retreat, or expulfion. Another candidate im- 
plored the aid of the fultan: Meliflenus, in 

his 
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his purple robes and red bufkins, attended 
the motions of the Turkifh camp ; and the 
defponding cities were tempted by the fum- 
mons of a Roman prince, who immediately 
furrendered them into the hands of the Barba- 
rians. Thefe acquifitions were confirmed by a 
treaty of peace with the emperor Alexius : his 
fear of Robert compelled him to feek the 
friendfliip of Soliman ; and it was not till 
after the fultan's death that he extended as 
far as Nicomedia, about fixty miles from 
Conftantinople, the eaftem boundary of the 
Roman world. Trebfzond alone, defended 
on either fide by the fea and mountains, pre- 
ferred at the extremity of the Euxine the an- 
cient charaAer of a Greek colony, and the 
future defKny of a Chriftian empire. 

Since the firft conquefts of the caliphs, the 7^^. geijy. 
cftablifliment of the Turks in Anatolia or Aiia wan king- 
Minor was the moft deplorable lofs which the "^^^^ 
church and empire had fuftained. By the 
propagation of the Moflem faith, Soliman de- 
ferved the name of Gazi, a holy champion ; 
and his new kingdom, of the Romans, or of 
Roum, was added to the tables of Oriental 
geography. It is defcribed as extending from 
the Euphrates to Conftantinople, from the 
Black Sea to the confines of Syria ; pregnant 
with mines of filver and iron, of allum and 
copper, fruitful in corn and wine, and pro- 
duftive of cattle and excellent horfes (52). 

The 



(52) Such !s the dcfcription of Roum by Haiton the Armenian, 
whofe Tartar hi^ory may be found in the colle^ions of Ramufio 
and Bergeron. (See AbulL'da, Ceograph. climat. xvii. p. 301— 
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The wealth of Lydia, the :»tg of the Gredw, 
the fjdoKJLour of the Auguftan age, exifted 
only in bwfe and ruins, which wer« equally 
obfcure in the eyes of the Scythi^tn conque- 
rors. Yet, in the prefent dccay> An^toli^ 
iliU contains y^^ wealthy and populous ci- 
ties ; and, under the Byzantine empire, they 
were far more flouriihing in numbers, fize, 
and q;>ulence. By the choice of the fultan^ 
Nice, the metropolis of Bithynia, wais prefer- 
red for his palace and fortreis : the &at €>f the 
Seljukian dynafty dt Roum was pl^l^ted one 
hundred mUes from Conft^ntinople ; and the 
divinity pf Chrift wm de^iied and derided 
in the fame temple in which it hsid heeu pro- 
nounced by the ftrft general fynod of the Gar 
tholics. The unity of God^ and the miflioQ - 
of Mahomet, were preached in th^ wei&hs ; 
the Arabian learning was taught in the fchools ; 
the Cadhis judged according to the law of the 
Koran; the Turkiih manners and langusige 
prevailed in the cities ; and Turkman camps 
were fcattered over the plains and mountains 
of Anatolia. On the hard conditions of tri- 
bute and fervitude, the Greek Chriftians m^ht 
enjoy the exercife qf their religion ; but their 
moft holy churches were profaned; their 
priefts and bifcops were infulted (53) ; 5hey 

were 



(53) Dicit 60S quendam abuHone Sodomitica intervertifle eptfco** 
pum (Galbert, Abbac. Hid. Hierofol. 1. i. p. 468.). It is odd 
enough, that we Hiould find a parallel pa/Tage of the fame peopU in 
the prtfent age. « 11 n>ft point d^horreur que ces Turcs n*ayent 
^ commis, et femblables aux foldats efTrenes, qui dans le fac d*uno 
^ ville non eontens de difpoier de tout a leiir gre pr&endent eo^ore 
** aux fucces ley moioy defirables* Quelqui; S^.jihi^ ont pc^rte letv« 

•' »ttcot«tt 
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were compelled to fuffer the triumph of the 
PagwUy and the apoftacy of their brethren ; 
many thou&nd children were marked by the 
knife of circumciiion ; and n>any thoufand 
captives were devoted to the fervice or the 
pleafures of their naafters (54). After the lofs 
of Aiia^ Antioch ftill nntaintained her primi- 
tive aUegiance to Chrift and Caefar \ but the 
fo&tary province was feparated from all Ro- 
man aid, and furrounded on all fides by the 
Mahometan powers. The defpair of Philaretus 
the governor prepared the facrifice of his reli- 
gion and loyalty, had not his guilt been pre- 
vented by his ion, who hafiened to the Nicene 
palace, aad offered to deliver this valuable 
prize into the hands of Soliman. The ambi- 
tious fuitan mounted on horfeback, and in 
tweive nights (for he repofed in the day) per- 
formed a march of fix hundred miles. An- 
tioch was opprefled by the fpeed and fecrecy 
of his cnterprife; and the dependent cities, 
as far as Laodicea and the confines of Alq)po 
(55)> obeyed the example of the metropolis. 
From Laodicea to the Tnracian Bofphorus, or 
arm of St. George, the conquefts and rei^ of 

Sohman 



* attentats to la perfonne du vieux rabU de la fynagogue» et cdle 
** de TArchaveque Grec.** (Memoires da Baron de Tott, torn. ii. 
p, 193.). 

(54) The emperor, or abbot, defcribe the fcenes of a Turklih 
camp as if they had been prefent. Matres corrsptae in confpeAd fi- 
Harum multipliciter repetitis diverfonim coitlbos vexabantur (is (hat 
the true reading ?) ; cum filise afllftentes carmina prscinere fahando 
cogenentar. Mox eadem paflto ad filias, &c. 

(55) See Antioch, and the death of Soliman, in Anna Commcna 
(Alexias, I, vi, p. i68, 169,), wkh the notes of Ducange. 
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Soliman extended thirty days journey inlength, 
and in breadth about ten or fifteen, between 
the rocks of Lycia and the Black Sea (56). 
The Turkifli ignorance of navigation proteft- 
ed, for a while, the inglorious fafety of the 
emperor ; but no fooner had a fleet of two 
hundred fhips been conftrufted by the hands 
of the captive Greeks, than Alexius trembled 
behind the walls of his capital. His plaintive 
epiftles were di^erfed over Europe, to excite 
the compaiSon of the Latins, and to paint the 
danger, thcweaknefs, and the riches, of the 
city of Conftantine (57)- 
State and But the moft intercfting conqueft of the 
pilgrimage Scljukian Turks, was that of Jerufalem (58), 
rcm?*"^" which foon became the theatre of nations. In 
A. D. their capitulation with Omar, the inhabitants 
^^*"'°^^' had ftipulated the affurance of their religion 
and property ; but the articles were interpret- 
ed by a mafter againft whom it was dangerous 
to difpute ; and in the four hundred years of 
the reign of the caliphs, the political climate 
gf Jerufalem was expofed to the viciffitudes 

of 



( s6) William of Tyre (I. i. c. o, fo. p. 635.) rives the moft au» 
thcntic and deplorable account oi thcfc Turkilh conqiielU. 

(57) la hi6 epiftle to the count of Flanders, Alexius feems to fall 
too low beneath his charaderand dignity : yet it is approved by Du- 
cangc (Not, ad Alcxiad, p, 335, &c.), and paraphrafed by the ab- 
bot Guibert, a contemporary hlftorian. The Greek text no longer 
cxjfts ; and each tr^nflator and fcribe mif.ht fay with Ouibert (p. 
475>)» verbis veftita meis, a privilege of moft indefinite latitude. 

(58) Our beft fund for the hiftory of Jerufalem ftom Heracllus to 
the crufadcs, is contained in two large and onginal pafTa^e.^ of Willuni 
Archbirtiop of Tyre (i. i. c. i— 10. 1. xviii. c. 5, 6 ), the principal 
author of the.Gcf\aDvi per Francos. M. dc Goignes has compofed 
a very learned Memoire fur le Commerce dcs Francois dans le Levin; 
avant Us Croifades, &c. (Mem. de TAcri'deaiie deb"'lnfcrlpucns, tcm. 
xxxvii. p. 467 —500.)% 
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of ftorms and funfhinie (59). By the encreafe 
of profelytes and population, the Mahometans 
might excufe their ufurpation of three- 

. fourths of the city : but a peculiar quarter was 
referved for the patriarch with his clergy and 
people ; a tribute of two pieces of gdid was 
the price of proteftion ; and the fepulchre of 
Chrift, with the church of the Refurreftion, 
was ftill left in the hands of his votaries. Of 
thefe votaries, the moft numerous and ref- 
peftable portion were ftrangers to JeruJ&lem : 
the pilgrimages to the Holy Land had been fti- 
mulated, rather than fuppreffed, by the con- 
queft of the Arabs ; and the enthufiafin which 
had always prompted thefe perilous journies, 
w;as nourifhed by the congenial paflions of 
grief and indignation. A crowd of pilgrims 
from the Eaft and Weft continued to vifit the 
holy fepulchre, and the adjacent fanftuaries, 
more efpecially at the feftival of Eafter ; and 
the Greeks and Latins, the Neftorians and Ja- 
cobites, the Copts and Abyffinians. the Ar- 
menians and Georgians, maintained the cha- 
pels, the cler^, and the poor of their rej(pec- 

. tive communions. The harmony of prayer 
in fo many various tongues, the worfhip of fo 
many nations in the common temple of their 
religion, might have afforded a ^edade of 
edincation and peace ; but the zeal of the 
Vol. X. Z Chriftian 



(59} Secundum Dominorum dlfpofitioneip pleramque hicida pie- 
ruroque nobila recepit intervalla, et aegrotantium more temporani 
priefentium gravabatur aut refpirabat qualitace (I. i.e. 3. p. 630.). 
Thelatinity of William of Tyre is by no means contemptible *. but 
in his account of 490 years^ from the lofs to the recovery of Jerufa- 
lem, he exceeds the true account by thirty yeairs. 
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Chrifi&n fefts was embittered by Tiitred iM 
revenge ) and in the kingdom of a fuflferittg 
Meffiah, who had -pardoned his ehenfiies, tibey 
aipired to Command ihd perfecute thenr 'fpiA" 
tull brethi'cn. The pre-eminence was alfeft- 
ed 'by the ijpirit and numbers of the Fraiiks j 
and the gi'eatnefs of 'Chkrldmagne (60) pro- 
teded both the Lafijipagrims, andme cathb- 
lics of the "Eaft. "the poverty of Carthage, 
Alexandria, and Jerufilem, Vere relieved By 
the alms of that pious emperor ; and mafiy 
monafteries of 4*aleftine S/s^ere founded ot re- 
ftored by his liberal devdtidn. Harun Al- 
rafliid, thegreatcft of theAbbaffiaes,^eemSd 
in his Chfiftian brother a fimilar fupremaey 
of genius and power : tlieir -friendfliip wte 
cemented by a frequent int^rcotirfe of gifts 
and emhaffies ; and the cdijph, withoiit re- 
figning the fubftintial dominion, preferit^ 
the emperor with the ieys, c^ flie feoly 
fepukhre, and perhaps of the city of Je- 
ruifflem. In the decline of the Carlovih- 
gian monarchy, the republic of Amalphi pro- 
moted the intereft of trade and religion in the 
Eaft. Her veffels tranfported the Latin pil- 
grims to the coafts of Egypt and Paleftihe, 
and defer ved, by their ufenil imports, the fa- 
vour and alliance of the Fatimite caliphs (61) : 

an 



(60) For the tranfaftions of Charlemagne with the Holy Land» 
feeEg/nhard (de Vita Caroli Magni, c. i6,p. y^-^Zi.), Condanrine 
Porpbyroj^enicus (de Adminiftratione Imperii, J. ii. c. 26. p.^So.), 
and Pagi (Critica, torn. iii. A. D. 800, N** 13, 14, 15.}. 

(61) Thecaliphgranted his privileges, Amalphitanis viris amfcis 
etutilium intioduAoribus (Gefta Dei, p.' 934 ). The trade of Ve* 
nice to Egypt and Paleftine cannot produce fo old a title,^ unlefs we 
adopt the laughable tranilatlon of a 'Frenchman. 'who miftdok the 

Vffo 
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an annual fair was inftituted on,mount Calvary^ 
and the Italian merchants founded the con- 
vent and ho§)ital of St, John of Jcrufalem, thp 
cradle of the monallic and military ofdei;, 
which has fince reigned in the ifles of Rhodes 
and of Malta. Had the Chriftian pilgrims 
been content to revere the tomb of a prophet, 
the difdples of Mahomet, inftead of blaming, 
would h^ve imitated, their piety: but. thel[e 
rigid Unitarians were fcandalifed by a worfhip 
which reprefents the birth, death, and refur-* 
region, of a God ; the Catholic images were 
branded, with the name of idols ; and the 
Moilems fmiied with indignation (62) at the 
miraculous. flame, which was kindled on tKe 
eve of Eafter in the holy fepuJchre (^6;^). This 
pious fraud, firft devifed in the ninth centu- 
^ry (64), was devoutly chedfl^ed by the Latiu 
crufaders, and is annually repeated by the 
clergy of %hc Greek, Arm^snian, and Coptic 
feds (65), who impofe on th<2 credulous 4>^c- 
Z a tator^ 



two failions of the circus ( V«n«ti ^et Prafini) for the Vcijetlahs and 
•PariOans* ' 

(6t) Atk Arabic chronicle of jeni&Iem (apud Afieman. BIbliot. 
*Ofient4 torn. i. p. 6^8. torn. yr. p. 3684) stneib the unbelief of the 
caii»h-siid the hiftorian ; yet Cantacuzene preifumes to appeal to the 
Mahometans themfelves for the truth of this perpetual miracle. 

(63) In his DiiTertations on Eccleiiaftical Hiflory, the learned 
Moiheim has feparately difculTed this pretended miracle ^tom. ii. p< 
r^i4-r-r3o6.)»de lumiiie fandi^epulchri. 

(64) William of Malnifbury (l*iv. c, a. p. iqgi) quotes the Itinerary 
of the monk Bernard, an eye-witnefs, who vifixed Jerufalem A. D. 
"870. The miracle is confirmed by an other pilgrim fome years ol- 
der ; and Mofheim aferibes the invention to the Franks, foon after 
the decoafe of Charlemagne. 

(65) Oi»r travellers, Sandys (p* 134), Thevenot (p. 6%x — 627.^, 
Maundrell (p. 94, 95. )^ d^fcribe this eitravagant farce* The Ca- 
tholics are puzzled to decide, wltH the miracle ended, and the trick 
began. 
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tators (^66) for their own benefit, and that df 
their tyrants. In every age, a principle df 
toleration has been fortified by a fenfe of in- 
tereft ; and the revenue of the prince and his 
emir was encreafed each year, by the ex- 
pence and tribute df fo many thou£md ftraii- 
gers. 

The revolution which transferred the fcep- 
Fatindte tre from the Abbafiides to the Fatimites was a 
***A% benefit, rather than an injury, to the Holy 
969-1076. Land. A fovereign, refident in Egypt, was 
more fenfible o^ the importance of Chriftian 
trade ; aJid the emirs of Paleftine were lefe 
remote from the juftice and power of the 
throne. But the third of thefe Fatimitc caliphs 
was the famous Hakem (67), a frantic youth, 
who was delivered by his impiety and defpo- 
tifm from the fear either of God or man ; and 
Whofe reign was a wild mixture of vice and 
folly. Regardlefs of the moft ancient cuftoms 
of Egypt, he impofed on the women an abfo- 
lute confinement : the reftraint excited the 
clamours of both fexes ; their clamours pro- 
voked his fiiry ; a part of Old Cairo was de- 
livered to the flames ; and the guards and ci- 
tizens were engaged many days in a bloody 
conflid. At firft the caliph declared himfelf a 

zealous 



(66) Tl]|e Orientals themfelyes confefs the fraud, and plead necef- 
fity and edification (Memoires dtt Chevalier d*Aryieuz, torn. ii. p. 
X40. Jofeph. Abadacni, Hill. Copt. c. ao.); but I will not attempt, 
with MoQieim, to explain the medc« Our travellers have failed with 
the blood of St. Tanuarius at Naples. 

' (67) Sec d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Oricntale, p. 41 1 .), Rcnaudot (Hift. 
Patriarch Alex, p. 390* 397. 400f 40l.)> Elmacin (Hid. Saracen, p. 
3-1 — 313.) and Marci{p. 384— 386.), an hiftorian of Egypt, tran- 
flatedby Reiflcefrom Arabic into German, and verbally interpreted 
to me by a friend. 
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zealous Mufulman, the founder or benefador 
of mofchs and colleges : twelve hundred and 
ninety copies of the Koran were tranfcribed at 
his expence in letters of gold ; and his edift 
extirpated the vineyards of the upper Egypt. 
But his vanity was foon flattered by the hope 
of introducing a new religion ; he afpired 
above the fame of a prophet, and ftyled him- 
felf the vifible image of the moft high God, 
who, after nine apparitions on earth, was at 
length manifeft in his royal perfon. At the 
nam^ qf Hakem, the lord of tne living and the 
^ead^ every knee was bent in religious adora- 
tion : his myfteries were performed on a moun- 
tain neajr Cairo : fixteen thouiand converts 
had figned his profijifion of faith ; and at the 
prefent hour;^ a free and warlike people, the 
Drufes of mount Libanus, are perfuaded of 
the life apd divinity of a madman and ty- 
rant (68). Jn his divine charafter, Hakem 
hated the Jews ;and Chrffljans^ as the fervants 
of his rivals : while ifome reijia|ns of prejudice 
or prudence ftjll pleaded in fevour of the law 
of Mahoniet, Both in Egypt and Paleftine, 
his cruel and wanton pcriecution made fome 
martyrs and many apoftates : the common 
rights, and fpecial privileges of th© feftaries 
were equally difregarded j and a general inter- 
4ift was laid on the devotion of ftrangers and 

natives 



(68) The religion of the Dnifcs is concealed bj their ignorance and 
hypocrify. Their fecret do&rines are confined to the eltSt who pro- 
fefsa cootemplatiTe life ; and the vulgar Dmfet, the moft indiifer- 
entofmcti, occafionall/ conform to the worihip o^ the Mahometan t 
and Chriftlans of their neighbourhood. The little that is, or de- 
ierves to be, known, may be feen in the induftrious Niebuhr 
(Voyage*, torn, ii.p, 354— 35 7.) » and the fecond volume of the rc» 
feot ai^d inftrudtive Travels of M. de Volncy. 



Digitized 



by Google 



3^6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

Sacrilege of ^^^^ves. Thc temple of the'Chriftian world, 
Hakcm, the church of the refurrection, wasdemoKfh- 
A,D. 1P09. ^ ^^ j^^ foundations ; the luminous prodigy 
of Eafter was interrupted^ and much profime 
labour was exhaufted to dcftroy the cave in thc 
f ock which properly conftitutcs the holy fc- 
pulchre. At the report, of thia facrilege, the 
nations of Europe were aftonifhed and afflid* 
ed : but infteaa of arming in the defence of 
the Holy Laud, they contented themfelves 
with burning, or banifliing, the Jews, as the 
iecret advifera of the impious Barbarian f 69). 
Yet the calamities of Jerufalem were in lome 
meafure alleviated by the inconfUncy or re- 
pentance of Hakem himfelf ^ and the -royal 
mandate was fealed fpr the rcftitution of the 
churches, when the tyrant was affaffinated by 
the ^milfaries of his fiuer^ The fucceecBng ca- 
liphs refumed the maxims of reKgion and po- 
licy i a free toleration was again granted ; 
with the pious aid of the emperor of Conftan- 
tinople, the holy^fepulchre arpfe from its 
ruins^ smd, after a fhort abftinence, the pil- 

§ rims, returned with an encreafe of appetite to 
le foiritual feaft (70), In the fea- voyage of 
^aleftine, the dangers were frequent, and the 
opportunities rare: but the converfion of 
Hungary opened ?t fafe communication be- 
tween 



C69) See Glaber, 1, iik c, 7, and the AnnaUof Baronlus and Pagi, 
^. D, 1009.. 

(70) Per idem tcmpus ex nnlverfo orbc tarn innnmerabilis mtilti- 
tuao coepit con^nere ad fepulchflim falvatoris Hierofolymii), quantum 
^l)ullju5 hoQiiflum prius fperate poterat, Ordo inferioris plebis . . . , 
.mediocreg . . . , r^ges et comites . . , . ; prarfules . . • . , mulicres 

.r^.ult.c sohiles cum pauperio^ibus Phiribud eoim erat mentis 

dcfiderium mori prlufquam ad propria reverterentur (Giaber« 1. iy. c« 
6. Bouqv€t> Hillorians of France," torn, x, p. jo.J. 
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tween between Germany and Greece. The Encwafe of 
charity of St. Stephen, the apoftle of his king. ^a^^IH' 
dom, relieved and condufted his itinerant &c. " 
brethren (71); and from Belgrade to Anti>. 
och, they traverfed fifteen hundred miles of a 
Chriftian empire. Among the Franks, the ' 
zeal of pilgrimage prevailed beyond the exam- 
ple of former times ; and the roads were co- 
vered with multitudes of either fex, an4 of 
every rank, who profeffed their contempt of 
life, fo foon as they fliould have kiffed the 
tomb of their Redeemer. Princes and prelates 
abandoned the care of their dominions ; and 
the numbers of thefe pious caravans were a 
prelude to the armies which marched in the 
enfuing age under the banner of the crofs* 
About thirty years before the firft crufade, 
the archbifliop of Mentz, with the bilhops of 
Utrecht, Bamberg, andRatifbon, undertook 
this laborious journey from the Rhine to the 
Jordan ; and th^ multitude of their followers 
amounted to feven thouland perfons* At 
Conftantinople, they were hofpitably enter* 
tsdned by the emperor ; but the oftentation of 
their wealth provoked the affault of the wild 
Arabs ; they drew their fwords vdth fcrupu^ 
lous reluAance, and fuftained a fiege in the 
village of Capernaum, till they were refcued 
by the venal protection of the Fatimite emir. 
After vifiting the holy places, they embarked 
for Italy, but only a remnant of two thoufand 
arrived in fafety in their native land* Ingul- 

phus, 



f (71) Glaber. 1. iii. c, I. Katona (Hift. Critic. Re^m Hung^riz, 
torn, i, p. 304 — 3ii.)> ezamiaes whether 3t« Stephen fQuaded a mo* 

naftery at Jerufalem, 
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phus, a fecretary of William the conqueror, 
was a companion of this pilgrimage : he ob- 
ferves that they fallied from Normandy, thir* 
tv flout and well-appointed horfemen ; but 
that they repaffed the Alps, twenty miferable 
palmers, with the ftafF in their hand, and the 
wallet at their back (72). 
Con^eftof Alter the defeat of the Romans, the tran- 
i*^thc'°* quillity of the Fatimite caliphs was invaded by 
1 urks. the Turks (73). One of the lieutenants of 
A.D. Malek Shah, Atfiz the Carizmian, marched 
into Syria at the head of a powerful army, and 
reduced Damafcus by famine and the fword. 
Hems, and the other cities of the province, 
acknowledged the caliph of Bagdad and the 
fultan of Perfia ; and the viftorious emir ad- 
vanced without refiftance to the banks of the 
Nile : the Fatimite was preparing to fly into 
the heart of Africa ; but the negroes of his 
guard and the inhabitants of Cairo made a def- 
perate fally, and repulfed the Turk from the 
confines of Egypt. In his retreat, he indulg- 
ed the licence of flaughter and rapine : the 
judge and notaries of Jerufalem were invited 
to ms camp ; and their execution was follow- 
ed by the maffacre of three thoufand citizens. 
The cruelty or the defeat of Atfiz was foon pu? 
niftied by the fultan Toucufii, the brother of 
Malek Shah, who, with a higher title and 
more formidable powers, aflerted the domi- 
nion 



(7a)Baronius (A. D. 1064, No. 4,^«— 56.) has tranfcribed the 
greater pare of the original narratives of Ingulphus, Marianns, and 
Lambertus. 

(75) See Elmaqin (Hift, Saracen, p- ^^49, 3 50.)» ^^^ Abulphara- 
gi'us (Dynaft, p. 137. verf. Pocock.), M. de Gnignes (Hift. 'des 
fluns, torn. iii. part i. p. 215, ai6.) adds the teftimonies, ^r ruther 
the names, of Abulfeda and Novairi. ^' 
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nion of Syria and Paleftine. The houfe of 
Seljuk reigaed about twenty years in Jerufa- 
lem (74) ; but the hereditary command of the 
holy city and territory was entrufted or aban- 
doned to the emir Ortok, the chief of a tribe 
of Turkmans, whofe children, after their ex- 
pulfion from Paleftine, formed two dynafties 
on the borders of Armenia and Aflyria (75). 
The Oriental Chriftians and the Latin pilgrims 
deplored a revolution, which, inftead of the 
regular government and old alliance of the ca- 
lipns, impofed on their necks the iron yoke 
of the ftrangers of the North (76). In his 
court and camp the great fultan had adopted 
in fome degree the arts and manners of Perfia ; 
but the body of the Turkilh nation, and more 
cfpecially the paftoral tribes, ftill breathed the 
iiercenefs of the defert. From Nice to Jerufa- 
lem, the weftern countries of Afia were a fcene 
of foreign and domeftic hoftility ; and the 
fliepherds of Paleftine, who held a precarious 
fway on a doubtful frontier, had neither lei- 
fure nor capacity to await the flow profits of 
commercial and religious freedom. The pil- 
grims 



(74) From the expedition of Ifar Atfiz (A. D. 460, A. D. 1076), 
to the expulfioa of the Ortokides (A. D. 1096). Yet William of 
Tyre (I. i. c. 6. p. 633.) afTerts, that Jerufalem was thirty-eight 
veanin the hands of the Turks; and an Arabic chronicle, quoted 
by Pagi (torn. iv. p. zoaOffuppofes that the city was reduced by a 
Carizmian general to the obedience ot the caliph of Bagdad, A. H. 
463, A. D. 1070. Thefe early dates are not very compatible with 
the general hift»ry of Alia; and I am fure, that as late as A. D. 
Z064, the regni^m Babylonicum (of Cairo) flill prevailed in Paleftine 
(Baronius, A.D. 1064, No. s6.). 

1 75) De Guignes, Hift. des Huns torn. i. p. 249—252, 
(70) Willcrm.Tyr. 1. i, c. 8 p. 634. who ftrives hard to magnify 
the Chriftian grievances. The Turks ezadled an aureus from each 
pilgrim ! The eapbaroi the Franks is now fourtecesj dollars : and Eu- 
rope docs^ict complain of this voluntary tax. 
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grims who, through mnumeraUe perils, had 
reached the gates of Jerufalem, were the vie- 
tims of private rapine or public oppreffion, 
and often funk under the preffure of famine 
and difeafe, before they were permitted to fa- 
lute the holy fepulchre. A fpirit of native 
baFbarifm, or recept zezJ, prompted the Turk- 
mans to infult the clergy of every fcft : the 
patriarch was dragged by the hair along the 
.pavement, and caft into a dungeoA, to extort 
a ranfom from the fympathy of his flock ; and 
the divine worlhip in the church of the refur- 
redion was often difturbed by the favage 
rudenefs of its matters. The pathetic tale ex- 
cited the millions of the Weft to march under 
the ftandard of the crofs to the relief of die ho- 
ly land : and yet how trifling is the ium of 
theie accumuhted evils, if compared with the 
fingle ad: of the facrilege of Hakem, which had 
been fo patiently endured by the Latin Chrif- 
tians! A flighter provocation inflamed the 
more irafcible temper of their defcendants : 
a new fpirit had arifen of religious chivalry 
and papal dominion : a nerve was touched £^ 
exquifite feeling ; and the fenfation vibrated 
to the heart of Europe. 



END OF THE TENTH VOLUME. 
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